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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker

I want to share an opportunity I had to attend
a Pastor’s Day at Point Loma Nazarene University
on Friday, February 21. Each year for the last 9
years, PLNU brings in a keynote speaker to lead
worship, give an interview and speak to a group of
local and not so local pastors. I have enjoyed attending several of these over the years, but this most recent event was exceptionally inspiring – and not just
because of the speaker. I was far more aware of the
mix of pastors, men and women, who
attended this year: a broad representation from many of the mainline denominations, but also from more and
more churches that do things very differently than we do. Being engaged in
casual conversations around a table
with people who have been in ministry for 40 plus years and those who
are just starting a home church or
meeting at a restaurant is inspirational and enlivening.
The keynote speaker this year was Rick
Warren of Saddle Back Community Church in Lake
Forrest, CA. If you have not been, you should try it
at least once. They can run close to 25,000 on a
Sunday – They handle traffic and parking far better
than any major theme park and far better than our
local sports teams – lessons to learn maybe. Rick
Warren has published a few very successful books,
one that is second only to the Bible. Not bad for being “just a pastor” as Rick puts it. He spoke about
many things, but I was particularly moved by two
topics: what he does with all the money he makes
and the tragic death of his youngest son by suicide
after a lifelong struggle with mental illness.
Rick has made millions of dollars from the
sale of his books – “The Purpose Driven Life” alone
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made more than $65 million dollars. He set up some
foundations and gave all the money to them. He
stopped taking a salary a number of years ago and
has paid the church back all the money they ever
gave him as salary and he now lives on a tithe: he
gives 90% of what he earns to his church. He and
his wife decided that this year they would raise that
to 91%. His favorite store to shop in is Target. He
said that all the clothing he wore at the conference
was from Target. Amazing!
Rick also shared that his family was profoundly affected by his son’s death. He spoke of the
struggles faced by his son and the
amazing bravery and tenderness of
his son. He said he would watch
his son at a gathering and knew
that his son would keep moving
within the group until he found the
person who was in the deepest
pain – because he knew what deep
pain was like. He shared how difficult it was watching his son deal
with the stigma of mental illness. He asked why is it
that when a person’s heart doesn’t work right there
is no stigma attached – it is heart disease, but when
the brain doesn’t work right it is a mental illness –
fear, rejection and deep sorrow follows wherever
they go. Rick has committed himself to working
hard to raise this issue before the world and to try to
change the world’s view of mental illness.
Our relationship to wealth and people are at
the core of the gospels and we can always tell a lot
about people when we watch how they handle their
wealth and their relationships. Rick Warren has inspired many and I pray that you will pray for his
efforts to de-stigmatize mental illness. Have a
blessed Lenten Season.

Shalom,

Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
March 2 – “It’s a Brand New World”
Matthew 5:38-48
The Sermon on the Mount is not a list of ethical or moral
burdens, it is a way of describing what happens when
God’s grace, love and forgiveness is incarnated in our
midst and incorporated into our lives.
March 9 – “The Data is Corrupted” – First Sunday in Lent
Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Matthew 4:1-11
Sin has entered God’s good creation and we have been applying patches to fix the problem.
What we need is a new system free from corruption – we need a Savior to follow.
March 16 – “Should I Say “Yes?” – Second Sunday of Lent
Genesis 12:1-4a, John 3:1-17
The invitation to follow Jesus is not always an easy one to answer. Being in the “dark” does not
help.
March 23 – “This Is Not Fun!” – Third Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7, Romans 5:1-11
Have you ever looked forward to going on a journey and then everything goes wrong?
Following Jesus can often be like that.
March 30 – “Someone Get the Lights” – Fourth Sunday in Lent
Psalm 23, Ephesians 5:8-14
God wants to remind us that there is no darkness that can overcome the light of Christ in our
lives and in the world.

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


March 5. Ash Wednesday
7-8 AM. Imposition of Ashes
7 PM. Ash Wednesday Service



March 9. Daylight Savings Time begins



March 12, 19, 26. 7 PM. Lenten Vespers



April 2, 9, 16. 7 PM. Lenten Vespers



April 18. 7 PM. Good Friday Service



April 13. Palm Sunday



April 20. Easter Sunday

2

Dear Friends at Faith,
Thank you so much for your support of us and our ministry in Bible translation! We pray God's
blessing on you as you grow in your love and service towards our Lord. May he use you in the college community to communicate his love to the hurting and those in every sort of need.
With people helping me, I am supervising Bible translation work in 68 languages of Mexico. I get to
hear of their struggles and at times of some really exciting victories. This was an encouragement
to me and I trust it will be to you as well.
Sylvia continues to work on the dictionary with Gedeon. The other day they came across something unknown to us before. As you may remember, words in Zapotec have different meanings depending on the tone. Wena if said on rising then a high tone means a simple "okay"; but if wena is
said on a low then a falling tone it means "okay" but as an agreement to a request. I'm sharing this
with you so you have some idea of the complications they get into.
Besides my administrative job, I'm continuing to help the Zapotec translation team with all sorts of
questions and problems as well as reviewing their translation drafts. Currently, I'm looking over the
last chapters of Deuteronomy.
All this is possible because of your faithfulness in giving to God for this great work of Bible translation. We greatly appreciate you and thank God for you,

Dave Riggs

RECYCLABLES
Thanks to all of your who have been donating empty aluminum cans and plastic
bottles. Please check to see that all plastic
bottles show the CA CASH REFUND.
These are the only bottles that will be a
source of revenue.
The donation bins are located just inside the right-hand doorway to the kitchen.
The money goes toward Deacon ministries (PUM and MOM)
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

This dance is an annual event for preschool families
around a particular theme. This year “Dress-up” was
the theme. Parents were encouraged to let their children choose what clothes the family would wear to
the event. The evening included a DJ, dinner, a photo opportunity, and time to socialize with other families. The children had a great time
dancing to the music with their parents and preschool friends. Dinner
was pasta, salad, bread, lemonade,
and cupcakes catered by Mr. Chix.

DRESS-UP DANCE held February 7, 2014

There were lots of princesses and super
heroes on the dance floor. Miss Kathie
was seen — hopefully not photographed —
in a purple tutu.

In March we will be having
parent/teacher conferences and
registration for 2014-15 school
year.
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Children, Youth, & Family Ministries
Cara Ann Maeda

SOLE HOPE: At the end of January, Jill Gustafson led the
youth in a special project called Sole Hope. This is an organization that makes shoes for kids in Africa. They do so using
recycled products. On a Sunday afternoon, the group used
Jill’s patterns to cut pieces out of old jeans, fabric, and plastic
bottles/lids. Then those pieces were grouped together in pairs
so that they could be mailed to Africa to be made into toddler
shoes! It was a great project, one that we hope to do again.
Thank you to Jill for leading that!
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The Youth Group meetings have started weekly. We will take one Sunday off a month to encourage and
support family time. In March, we will not meet on the 9th. The weekly meetings are from 1-3pm on Sunday afternoons. A great opportunity to invite any middle-schoolers or high-schoolers you may know! We
have discussion, Bible study, and an activity. And of course, there are snacks. Please hold this ministry in
prayer.

In Sunday School the children continue to learn about Jesus’ life and ministry. On one Sunday, the 1 st
through 5th grade class had many questions which led to a great dialog! It started with a simple question,
“Who came first, God or the dinosaurs?” The other children responded with their thoughts. Then more
questions and discussion came out, including hard questions such as, “Why would God punish people that
don’t worship anything?” and “Why would God punish those who are good their whole lives?” These are
tough questions!! However, this shows that the children are grasping, absorbing, and thinking about what
they are learning. This also shows the comfort level of the children while in Sunday School! Let us rejoice in this and also remember these children are OUR responsibility! We have the AMAZING opportunity to help raise the children and youth in the Lord! Let us continue to see the importance of this task.
Thank you so much to our volunteers…For the Sunday School, Janet Sansom (Preschool and 1 st grade
classes) and Carolyn Taxer (1st through 5th grade class). Also thank you to our two volunteer youth leaders, Sarah Scardino and Kevin Maeda.

UPCOMING EVENT!

Kira Goode, a senior at Patrick
Henry High School in her final home
game for soccer.

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT – Saturday,
March 8th from 5-8pm in the Faith
Family Center. Dinner provided and
supervised activities. Free! A great
opportunity to INVITE friends,
neighbors, family! Please RSVP to
Cara Ann.
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By Cara Ann Maeda

MOVIE NIGHT – In February we showed Disney’s “Lilo and Stitch” with themed activities and snacks
(in addition to our awesome popcorn machine!). This was advertised on campus at SDSU, to the community, to our church families, and to the preschool. And we had participants from all groups. It was a fun
night and a great opportunity to get to know our community!

HOT DOT STANDS – So far in
February, we had a Daytime Hot
Dog Stand that allowed us the opportunity to meet and get to know
88 people! Thank you to the volunteers who were great out on the
“front lines”! Thank you for the
donations of baked goods and
fruits, it was all greatly appreciated and enjoyed! And thank you
congregation for your support!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Friday, February 28th – Late Night Hot Dog Stand, meet at 11pm
Tuesday, March 4th – Mardi Gras party at College Bible Study
Sunday, March 9th – Fellowship at 11am
Saturday, March 15th – Movie Night at 6:30pm (movie starts at 7pm)
Showing “Captain America”

8

COLLEGE MINISTRY LEADERS GATHERING
In February, Faith hosted and provided lunch for
the gathering for College Ministry Leaders. There
were 18 people in attendance, with 12 ministries
represented. Leaders from The Navigators and
Red Door Church helped lead the gathering with
music and devotionals. It was a refreshing time
that helped to unify the Body of Christ.

WAYS YOU CAN SUPPORT THE COLLEGE MINISTRY:


Donations of food for Hot Dog Stands



Prepare a meal or parts of a meal for Sunday Fellowship, College Bible Study, or Leaders
Gatherings



Volunteer at the Movie Nights



Help advertise (put flyers up at SDSU and in the community)



Lead a discussion at a Sunday Fellowship



Attend any of the events!



PRAY for workers, for participants, and for opportunities to lead people to Christ or nurture
their relationship with Christ!

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP
The 2nd and 4th Sundays at 11am in room 2.
Lunch and discussion.
Designed for College and Young Adults, but
open to all ages!
To spread the work, we could use help with preparing lunches and leading discussions.

COLLEGE BIBLE STUDY
Tuesdays at 5pm in room 1
Led by Cara Ann Maeda
Special study for Lent: 40 Days of Love
This is an intergenerational study, all ages are welcomed!
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Congregational Life
Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
December

January

Budgeted:

$30,694

$30,013

Actual:

$33,982

$28,850

I want to thank everyone in the church
for your concerns, cards and prayers
during my recent surgeries. I really
appreciate it!
Bob Arthur

Per Capita Income
Budgeted:

$3,500

Actual:

$2,894

Note: The budgeted total expenditure is
$6,500. If you have not yet contributed to
the per capita fund, there is still time. Even if
you cannot contribute the $31-per-member
fee, any amount will be greatly appreciated.

Faith Presbyterian Church & Sharon
Cameron,
Thank you Sharon for my beautiful
prayer quilt. I am so thankful to all who
participated. I will always be grateful
for their kindness. God Bless you all and
again my sincere appreciation.
Love, Aida Barrios

The women's monthly Saturday Evening Bible Study is starting a new study
in March. We will be following another book in the Women of Faith series entitled Encouraging One Another. “God is always with us, and we're all in this thing together. So,
let's encourage one another along the way!”
Are you ready to give and receive encouragement? If so please join us at
6:30pm on the 3rd Saturday of the month, March 15th.
Check the Sunday bulletin for location.
To order a book or if you have any questions contact Carla Euliss or Shoana Sikorski.

CAREGIVERS AND RECIPIENTS: If you would like to learn more about caregivers and
recipients, attend an informational planning session at 11 a.m. in Room 2 on Thursday, March 6.
The presenter is Bill Mathis of the San Diego Caregivers Coalition. Any questions or comments,
talk to David Helkenn.
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From the Deacons
The birthday celebration in March is:
John Hancock - March 14

A Call to Action
Homelessness and hunger are on the rise within the college student population. Unfortunately, this is also true among SDSU students. The problem remains rather ill-defined and
“invisible” to many of us. To complicate matters, the terms “income instability” and “food insecurity” are often used in a vain attempt to lessen the stigma some feel about being hungry or having
no place to call home. These are situations which some of us may have difficulty identifying with.
However, we can do more than simply wring our hands. We can do something. Help may
range from very small and seemingly insignificant acts, through simply becoming aware of the
problems, hearing personal stories from affected students, and even up to developing public and
private partnerships that deal directly with the problems. Those who would like to contribute in a
larger way can offer their prayers, gifts, and energy in addressing the problems of hunger and
homelessness. But, HOW? What can I do?
Without focus, good intentions may flounder or be misdirected. To help us focus and direct
our energies, an organization called “Justice Overcoming Boundaries” (JOB), based in Chula
Vista, already exists and has experience in dealing with student hunger and homelessness. JOB
already has some preliminary ways and means for identifying needs and resources, as well as potential community partnerships (public and private), in position to make a difference.
On Thursday, Feb. 13, Faith PC offered our facilities to JOB, which hosted a planning session
designed to acquaint the public with these issues. Many of us attending the meeting felt inspired,
if not overwhelmed, and called to act. As Micah 6:8 says: “He has told you, O mortal, what is
good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God.”
Five people from Faith attended that meeting and left encouraged and inspired to do more.
Some of you within this part of Christ’s Body, known locally as Faith Presbyterian Church, may
hear the Shepherd’s call to action. You would be welcome. To learn more or find out how you can
help, visit http://justicesandiego.org/contact.html. Or, better yet, you could attend JOB’s training
session on Thursday, March 13, from 11 to 1:30, to be held at Faith! Lunch will be provided, so
call David Helkenn or the church office to reserve your place! Let’s “walk humbly with our God!”
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Connecting Dreams and Our Daily Life
Dreams have played a significant role in the Bible.
Consider the life changing decisions made by the
prophets, Magi, and Joseph (among others,) after being
told in a dream to do this or that. God may use dreams
to help people to connect with God and the world
around them. Can dreams still do that today? Do YOU
pay attention to your dreams? Have you ever felt
moved to respond to God in some way because of a
dream?
These questions, and many more, will be explored during a sermon and workshop, if there is enough interest.
Rev. Dr. Geoff Nelson, retired Pastor of Whittier Presbyterian Church, is willing to come to Faith PC as a
guest Preacher. He would give a sermon on “Dreams — Another Way God Speaks.” Later that afternoon, he
would then lead a workshop on “Using our Dreams in Our Life.” For over twenty years, Dr. Nelson has conducted seminars, workshops, and small groups on the relationship between our dreams and our spiritual
growth.
David Helkenn, Faith’s Spiritual Director, would like to hear from you. He will coordinate the schedule, so
let him know of your interest. You may also contact the church office, especially if you want child care. The
date of these events will be announced later.

March 28

Adults $14.00
Seniors and Students $12.00
Children $9.00
Westminster Presbyterian Church
Carpools from Faith Pres
will be available.

What happens when an over-eager new angel snaps up an aspiring young boxer for transport to heaven 60
years too early and then he’s returned to earth in the body of a fraudulent millionaire? You will have to
come and see!
Westminster Presbyterian Church’s Vanguard Theatre is presenting “Heaven Can Wait” by Harry Segall as
its Spring production.
Prepaid ticket orders will be taken on Sunday, March 2 and 9.
This will be the Catamaran Mariners March activity but it is open to all Faith families and friends.
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In addition to Chris’ leadership this year, other
sessions were led by Dustin Lillie, MD and our
Spiritual Director David Helkenn

2014 Men’s Retreat
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)


To realize the value of one month: Ask a mother
who has given birth to a premature baby.



To realize the value of one week: Ask an editor
of a weekly newspaper.



To realize the value of one minute: Ask a person
who has missed the train, bus or airplane.



To realize the value of one second: Ask a person
who has survived an accident.



Time waits for no one. Treasure every moment
you have and the moments you can share with
someone special, treasure even more.



To realize the value of a sister/brother: Ask
someone who doesn’t have one.



To realize the value of a friend or family member: LOSE ONE.

by Joan Madler

With several of our Faith Family members suddenly struck down with critical health issues it has
made me stop and think about the importance of living each day to the fullest. Recently as I listened to a
Country Radio Station I heard the song, Live Like
You Are Dying. Like most cowboy songs this one
tells a story. It is about a person who gets the news
he doesn’t have long to live and how he reacts.
Some of the things he says he did were:
“I went sky diving, I went rocky mountain climbing. And I loved deeper and I spoke sweeter. And I
gave forgiveness I'd been denying.” He said, “I was
finally the husband, that most of the time I wasn’t.
An' I became a friend a friend would like to have.
Well, I finally read the Good Book, and I took a
good long hard look, at what I'd do if I could do it
all again.”
I’m not much for sky diving, but loving deeper,
speaking sweeter, being forgiving, being a good
spouse and a good friend, and reading the Bible
sound like they could be good words to live by, as
none of us know when we are going to run out of
time here on earth. Something else in relationships
is that we do not always lose the person to death.
Sometimes the body remains and the person is no
longer the one you have loved. When my cousin
Gail was caring for her sister, she used to say she
lived by the 12 second rule. She never planned more
than 12 seconds ahead.
An email from Matora points out the value of time:
 To realize the value of ten years: Ask a newly
divorced couple.


To realize the value of four years: Ask a graduate.



To realize the value of one year: Ask a student
who has failed a final exam.



To realize the value of nine months: Ask a
mother who gave birth to a stillborn.

Remember.... Hold on tight to the ones you love!!!!
And finally, in another email I received the following:
The Layman's Ten Commandments
1. Prayer is not a “spare wheel” that you pull out
when in trouble, but it is a “steering wheel” that directs the right path throughout.
2. So why is a car's windshield so large and the rear
view mirror so small, because our past is not as important as our future. So, look ahead and move on.
3. Friendship is like a book. It takes only a few seconds to burn, but it takes years to write.
4. All things in life are temporary. If life is going
well, enjoy it, as it might not last long. If it's going
badly, don't worry, that won't last long either although it might seem like it.
5. Old friends are gold! New friends are diamonds!
If you get a diamond, don't forget the gold! Because
to hold a diamond, you always need a base of gold!
6. Often when we lose hope and think this is the
end, God smiles from above and says, “Relax,
sweetheart, it's just a bend, not the end!”
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7. When God solves your problems, you have
faith in His abilities; when God doesn't solve
your problems, He has faith in your abilities.
8. A blind person asked St. Anthony, “Can
there be anything worse than losing eyesight?”
He replied, “Yes, losing your vision!”
9. When you pray for others, God listens to you
and blesses them; so when you are safe and
happy, remember that someone has prayed for
you.
10. Worrying does not take away tomorrow's
troubles. It takes away today's peace.
The Old Testament Ten Commandments
are certainly worth living by; however, if we
think about the words above and remember to
use even some of the Commandments perhaps
our lives could be enriched.

March 5

Pew View
Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint
On March 5th, some congregations celebrate Ash
Wednesday; Ordinary Time ends and Lent begins. Lent
continues for forty (40) days - until Easter. The color
purple is a reminder of the season called Lent; the forty
days Jesus spent in the wilderness.
“Forty” is also an historic number from Old Testament times. Moses spent forty days on Mt Sinai, then
brought the Ten Commandments to the people. People of
Israel wandered for forty years before entering the Promised Land.
Following his baptism, Jesus went into the wilderness for forty days. One commentator writes Jesus spent
these days to “determine his vocation” --- the use of his
“power and potential” -- “under the sovereignty of God.”
These forty days were a time to prepare and make decisions for the days to come --- but temptations came to
Jesus during those forty days.
Jesus had fasted and was hungry; the food offered
was refused. “Man does not live by bread alone.” Next,
Jesus was promised safety even if jumping from a high
tower. “Do not try to test God.” The last temptation
promised power over all. “Worship and serve God only.”
A commentator writes, “God becomes the victor in
temptation.”
For us, Lent can be a time to make decisions for the
challenges we face. In our culture, many diversions
tempt us to choose ease and comfort; dare us to take
risks; offer chances to gain prestige. Lent can be a time
for discernment of such options. God gives gifts of
power and potential to each, then, questions arise like:
What shall I do? Where do I start? How do I begin?
Discernment of situations prompts groups and individuals to plan, make decisions and organize for action.
Some students in our neighborhood are homeless. A task
force, “Students in Economic Crisis,” was recently
formed and meets at Faith. Determining the extent of the
problem will take time; then, connecting students with
needed resources will follow. Even as Jesus considered
the power available and potential for results, the same
queries are ours as well -- What to do? When? Where?
How? Results lie far in the future; hope supports caring
action for God is with us on the journey.
The forty days of Lent remind us of Jesus' preparation. Discernment may guide attention using gifts of
power and potential we receive from God.
Jesus’ words:
“I am with you always.”
Thank you
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The rich man is not one who
is in possession of much, but
one who gives much.
— St. John Chrysostom

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:
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