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Easter comes early this year, which mean Ash

Wednesday is February 18. I am still enjoying the
glow of Christmas and already Lent is upon us – how
quickly the seasons fly by. I would encourage all of
us to see this upcoming holy season as an opportu-
nity to not only engage in worship, study and fellow-
ship with the Faith community, but to revisit the call
of Christ on our daily lives. Use this season to re-
member how committed God is to our redemption
and salvation. God gave all in his Son in our world to
demonstrate the depth and power of God’s love for
each of us and all of us. The perspective that always
humbles me is the breadth of God’s saving love –
every person, regardless of belief, life circumstances
and choices; regardless of language, ethnic or cul-
tural background has been offered salvation through
Jesus the Christ. Just think of that – everyone. Amaz-
ing grace!!!

This Easter, Faith Presbyterian Church is host-
ing the Easter Sunrise Service at the Organ Pavilion
in Balboa Park. This is the park’s centennial year and
we have the privilege and joy of leading worship on
Easter morning. We hope that you will plan on at-
tending this great service of worship offered to our
entire community. People from all over our county
and visitors from all over the world attend this ser-
vice. Please invite your family and friends to attend –
it is a glorious opportunity to worship and to make a
powerful statement about our commitment to follow-
ing Christ.

Another opportunity is upon us. Many of our
leaders know that a small group of people have been
working with a consultant in the area of church trans-
formation and growth – Dr. Geoff Hsu and his or-
ganization Flourish San Diego. Geoff is a Ruling
Elder at Rancho Bernardo Community Presbyterian

Church and a good friend of mine. I have partici-
pated in an accountability group with Geoff where
we have spent time studying, praying and encourag-
ing one another. As Geoff continues to work with the
small group of leaders from our church, his organiza-
tion, Flourish San Diego, is venturing into new areas
of exploration and development through a grant pro-
gram that is helping them bring together pastors and
lay leaders from 10 churches in the San Diego region
to create a “learning community” to further the trans-
formation of San Diego and its churches for Christ.
We have been invited to apply for one of the 10 slots
available. It is a yearlong commitment that encom-
passes 6 gatherings – four in San Diego and two in
the mid-west. I would ask that you pray for us as we,
along with other churches in our region apply for this
amazing opportunity. It is our intent to be able to en-
gage in this learning community to further our
church’s ability to reach out into our community for
the gospel and for the ongoing growth of our church
and each of its members and friends. The ultimate
goal is to collaborate with others in the San Diego
region to transform our city and its communities.

Part of this effort is to encourage all of the peo-
ple that are part of our church to begin to understand
what it means for us to be change agents in our com-
munity and neighborhoods. We want to promote the
reality that if all of us lived out our Christ given call
to “love God, neighbor and self” as Jesus did, our
city and neighborhoods would be transformed. It is
not just going to church each Sunday, but living out
our Christian vocation in every area of our lives. If
this happens, the gospel will be lived in a way that
will impact our church, its neighbors, our city, and
county and beyond. Please pray for this effort and
our participation.

May we all have an Easter that transforms our
lives day to day.
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NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:

SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
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February 1 – Rev. Ray Sparling preaching

February 8 – “Displaced People”
Isaiah 40:21-31, 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
If we are willing to be obedient to Jesus’ call on our life,
we will find ourselves living in a different reality that may even seem dislocating. We are to live
in obedience to the gospel and not of the world.

February 15 – “Terror and Joy” Transfiguration Sunday
2 Kings 2:1-12, Mark 9:2-9
God’s very presence is overwhelming, but when we remember that God loves us our terror turns
to joy.

February 22 – “A Dangerous Journey” First Sunday In Lent
1 Peter 3:18-22, Mark 1:9-15
Jesus helps us understand that following God’s will for our lives
in not for the faint of heart. There is always suffering involved –
but suffering for God is a kingdom building act.

 January 30 - February 1. Men’s Retreat in Pine Valley

 February 16. Presidents Day — Office is closed

 February 18. Ash Wednesday
7-8 AM. Imposition of Ashes
7 PM. Ash Wednesday Service

 March 8. Celebrate Faith’s 20th Anniversary

 March 8. Daylight Savings Time begins

 March 29. Palm Sunday

 April 5. Easter Sunday
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Love,
Dave Riggs

Dear Friends at Faith,

We hope that you had a wonderful Christmas. We’re thankful for the good time that
God gave us here with wonderful friends.

Each month when we receive our finance statement and we see who has given to us and
our ministry, we’re overwhelmed. We’re grateful to you and thank God for you. Without your
faithful support, we wouldn’t be able to be here helping Mexican indigenous people get God’s
Word in their language.

In April this last year the translation of Genesis was dedicated in San Cristobal. Since
then we’ve had an update that I’d like to share with you. We heard that a man and his grand-
daughter are having a contest to see who will read through Genesis first! (This is Tonio’s dad
and daughter; he’s one of the translators). It is exciting to see people young and old reading
God’s Word. Please pray that this book will impact their lives and the lives of all the others
who are reading it, even if we don’t know who they are.

May God bless you in this new year of 2015. May you and he grow closer together as you
know him better. May he bless your family, your health, and your finances. May you feel his
presence when you go through hard times. May 2015 be a great year for you in every way.
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Christmas Joy Offering
for 2014

$1938

UPDATE ON M.O.M.

IF YOU HAVE FURNITURE THAT YOU ARE THINKING OF DONATING, PLEASE DO SO
BEFORE March 15th!!!

Beginning March 15th, M.O.M. will no longer be collecting furniture for our military families because the
warehouse on Camp Elliot that we have been using to distribute furniture, is going to be torn down!  We asked
about using another warehouse but were told that they will no longer allow groups on a military base that are
not military!  We have considered looking for another warehouse but the problems with rent, insurance, and
help like the marines gave us (they can’t go off a military base), seem too much.

BUT THE REST OF OUR SERVICE TO THE ENLISTED FAMILIES WILL CONTINUE!!! We will con-
tinue giving out food bags, bread, kitchen goods, linens, and BABY EVERYTHING: diapers, clothes, etc.

We hope to be distributing from churches and there is still much for volunteers to do!  Our Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Easter and backpack program as well as baby showers will continue!!!

If you have any questions, please talk to Carolyn Taxer

RECYCLABLES

Thanks to all of you who have been donating empty
aluminum cans and plastic bottles. Please check to
see that all cans and plastic bottles show a refund
amount.  These are the only bottles that will be a
source of revenue.

The donation bins are located just inside the right-
hand doorway to the kitchen.

The money goes toward Deacon ministries (PUM and MOM)
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

When the children returned to school after Christmas break they found a mud kitchen in the Nature
Space.  Some of our staff and parents used donated wooden pallets to create this.  What is a mud
kitchen you ask?  It is exactly what the name implies: a space for children to make mud pies, mud
cakes, and any other epicurean delight with dirt and water. The area under the pergola is now being re-
ferred to as “the pantry” because that is where the children dig up the dirt.  Then they go to the hose,
which has a dog-lick on it, to get the water and return to the kitchen to stir up their concoction and cook
it on the stove.  One child was making a cake and asked where the oven was.  That part of the kitchen
is not made yet, but the teacher improvised for the child because there was no way to cook his cake on
the stove. He knew it had to go in the oven.

In January we had PJ Day at preschool.  Children and staff came to
school in their pajamas and slippers and some brought their favorite
stuffed animal or blanket.  The children made pancakes for snack.

PJs didn’t stop them
from riding bikes,
climbing the play
structure or playing
in the sand. A comfy,
cozy day was had by
all.
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Children, Youth, Family Ministries
By Steve Wood, Elder Chairperson, Faith Development and Nurture Committee

CHRISTMAS PHOTOS – I know that it is late breaking news, but the newsletter cycle didn’t quite allow
for a discussion of the Christmas service in January’s edition. Cara Ann photographed the children in
Christmas pageant costumes for the screen during the service. The kids and their parents had a great time
getting dressed up for the pictures, and they turned out super cute.



VBS – We’re doing a daytime VBS again
this year, and we need volunteers to sign up
early so we can plan for the number of chil-
dren we will allow to attend. This year’s
VBS will be August 3-7; volunteers are
needed from 7:30 AM to 2:00 PM.

You can volunteer for as little as 1 day or as
much as the whole week, but we need peo-
ple to sign up to volunteer early. Let Steve
or Cara Ann know if you are interested!

8

SUNDAY SCHOOL – After the excitement of several weeks of combined classes through the season of
Advent, the Sunday school returned to two separate groups after epiphany, which, coincidentally, was
Cara Ann’s last Sunday before she left for vacation. Emilia has been organizing the lessons and doing
the support stuff, while Carolyn Taxer teaches the older group and Paula Carmack and Briana Bashaw-
Wood trade off on the younger group. They are working their way through a spring quarter curriculum
that we started in January. Everyone seems to be enjoying it!

UPCOMING EVENTS – We will be having another Parent’s Night Out
event on the 28th of February! We are returning to the evening time slot, from
5-8 for the kids (4:30-9 for volunteers) and could really use your help! Every
volunteer we get lets us serve more families, and it’s not difficult to help.
You aren’t signing up forever –
you can try it once and stop if it
isn’t for you.

Please contact Steve Wood or
Cara Ann (after she’s back from
vacation) if you would like to
help.  Participant signups will be
released through the church web-
site.
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By Fran Cass

BEACON –SDSU’s Spring Semester started January 21st – and the energy in the surrounding neighbor-
hood streets gives testament to the return of our student neighbors!  On Sunday, January 25th, we held
our first worship service of the Spring Semester.  We will meet every Sunday Evening at 7:00 in the
Sanctuary through the end of the Semester – and although the gathering is geared towards young
adults, it is open to all.

Our inspirational scripture remains John 1:5: The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did
not overcome it. Come join us as we shine God’s light!

COLLEGE GATHERING, DECEMBER 27TH

NEW OUTREACH. This Semester we have a new outreach:  a Thursday Night Study Group led by
our Elder, Sarah Scardino.  The vision is to provide a companion event to our Beacon Sunday Wor-
ship –a time of learning, sharing, and growing.  The group will meet at 7:00 on Thursdays in the Li-
brary section of Faith Family Center.  Sarah would love to study with you – and we think you will en-
joy seeing God’s world through the eyes of different generations.  It is rare to find a place where 19-
year-olds and 90-year-olds can jointly seek God’s meaning for individual lives and for the world.  If
you have any ideas for naming our Study Group – pass them on to Sarah!  (Thursday Night Study
Group just doesn’t have the right ring!!!!)  Perhaps we will see you there?

HELP WANTED: We are seeking volunteers to be part of the Beacon Worship – we need help set-
ting up the Worship area, donating goodies for our visit-time after Beacon’s service, clean-up and AV
work.  Contact Sarah Scardino or Alan Cass if you are interested!  Or stop by the College Ministry ta-
ble on the patio after Sunday Morning Services!
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48 HOUR PRAYER ROOM. For those who
were able to participate in the 48-Hour
Prayer Room, many thanks!  Please con-
tinue to hold Beacon, our sister college
ministries, and our SDSU neighbors in
prayer in the coming weeks.

HOT DOG STAND:

We had our first hot dog stand on January 22nd – as
always, it was a wonderful time to connect with our
neighbors and build relationships!  Many thanks to
all of our volunteers!  Look for future hot dog stand
dates to be announced in the Sunday Bulletins!
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Congregational Life

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges

Budgeted: $30,013 $30,013
Actual: $37,695 $40,016

November December

The Tree of Life

FredTom

Deaths:
Dec. 23 ‒ Tom Rowe

Jan. 8 ‒ Fred Attinger

Remember your Per-Capita of
$31.00 per member

DIERECTORY CHANGE:
Lenora Lindsey
New address

Contact the church office for details

PILP STATUS: The year 2014 will give us our annual rebate in February of $10,582.60, which is a
little bit larger than last year. We were getting the maximum rebate each month for more than half the year
being the reason for the increase this year. We have now received a total of $113,528 in PILP rebates since
the inception of our loan in 2003. We could not have done this without the support of so many of you who
have continually invested in the PILP program. You have not only made this cash return to our church
possible but can also be pleased with the fact that we have been very instrumental in providing loan money
to other Presbyterian Churches throughout our nation.

Many thanks to each of you for being willing to accept a slightly lower return on your own investments and
given so much to our church and the church at large.
For information on how you can be a part of this if you are not already, please contact Stu Elder.

From the Deacons The birthday celebrations in February are:

Lenora Lindsey — February 12              Esther Crawford — February 14
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Prayers & Squares By Joan Madler

Thank you from Stu Elder:
Many thanks to all of you who participated in my prayer quilt on Jan 4th. Even if you did not get a chance
to tie a knot I know that many expressed their thoughts to me, which is just as important. I know I am loved
by my church family. I am glad to be home from the hospital and on the mend.

Thank you from Marjorie Wilson:
Thank you for the beautiful prayer quilt and many cards of encouragement.

If you know of a friend or loved one that would like a prayer quilt, please request it as soon as possible so
we can have it ready in a timely manner. Sending me an email continues to be the easiest way to request
one. I need the name, reason for the quilt, prayers the person is requesting and knowing a favorite color is
handy.

The January meeting was cancelled due to
the widespread illness of members.  The
planning meeting has been rescheduled for
February 13 with the usual delicious pot-
luck dinner preceding.

Sign up after church.

WHAT DOES A DEACON DO??!!??
By Fran Cass.  Moderator, Faith Presbyterian Board of Deacons

Hopefully, you already have a good understanding of Faith Presbyterian’s relationship with Presbyterian
Urban Ministry (PUM). As you may have noticed in last month’s newsletter, December was a busy time for
PUM – Faith Presbyterian participated in the holiday food drive and the adopt-a-Christmas-family program;
however, the needs of the urban ministry are not limited to December. There is an on-going need for gently
used clothing and everyday food items for stocking PUM’s food pantry. In response to that need, the gener-
osity of our Congregation continues year-round. Did you ever wonder how all of the donations get to
PUM’s location on Market Street? As the Board of Deacon’s liaison to PUM, Michelle Crownhart (and a
few helping hands from the Congregation at-large) tote bags, and bags, AND BAGS of donations year-
round. Michelle also coordinates with PUM to help “get the word out” to Faith Presbyterian when there is a
special need -- or when there are annual events as the Whitey-Tighty underwear drive! Deacon Crownhart’s
coordination and liaison is crucial to Faith Presbyterian’s relationship with PUM – just one more example of
what a Deacon does here at Faith Pres!

P.S. You do not have to be a Deacon to work with PUM! We have several at-large Congregational members who
routinely volunteer at PUM’s ministry site on Market Street. Want more details? Contact me (Fran Cass) and I will
find you someone to talk with!
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The columbarium was purchased and in-
stalled in 2007.  It provides 64 niches, each
providing for 2 urns.  To date 19 niches
have been purchased, so there are 45
niches still available. Fourteen members of
our church family have been inurned
(indicated in the owners’ chart with ).

Brochures telling the story of our columbar-
ium garden and how you may become a
niche owner are available in the church li-
brary.  Our columbarium committee is also
planning a memorial wall that will honor
other deceased church members that are
buried or inurned elsewhere.

DATE NICHE OWNERS

2007 Charles C. Harber Nancy Harber

2007 Stewart Elder Irene Elder

2007

2007 Al Cass Fran Cass

2007 Bob Arthur Charlene Arthur

2007 David Helkenn Marilyn Helkenn

2007 Patti Rogers Barbara Shive

2008 James H. Reed Ardith Reed

2008 Ron Gonzales Susan Gonzales

2009 Almon Reisweber

2010 Marion Rowe Tolle Tom Rowe

2011 LeRoy Lafferty Judy Laffrety

2011 Glendale E. Cass Dorothy F. Cass

2011 Nancy Lou McCollum Edward L. McCollum

2011 Brad Staff Hazel O. Staff

2012 Gordon L. Hopps Judith M. Hopps

2013 Ann C. Weir

Elder Family

2014 John Parsons Jane Parsons

2014 Curtis McKee Roberta McKee

*
*

*

*

*

* *
*

* *
* *

*

*

*
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by Joan Madler

The poems below were written by 7/8th graders, who
attend a Charter School in Keene NH:

Vaccine
Racism is a virus,
sweeping through the masses like the Plague.
Corrupting the mind,
eroding the heart and soul.
The symptoms are many:
Hate stare, violence, bodies in a Church.
Racism is a virus,
and the road to recovery is long.
The hospital of freedom takes in all,
though many would not.
Welcome the infected with open arms,
They do administer the cure.
They nurture and care for the sick,
until the day they are released.
The hospital of freedom takes in all.

Laundry Day
Segregation is the separation of the darks
from the lights for fear of the color running
No matter how many times they have been
washed before, red socks could still ruin
your clean white shirt and blue jeans could
still leak into a cream colored shirt.
Integration is a hamper of tie dyes
Each one a unique blend of colors and
white space. When washed together, they
borrow from each other  changing for the

better. And though they are all individual
they are all treated the same.

The light in the fog
The fog of oppression engulfs many in its haze cor-
nering hope into a prison cell
blinding those that cannot see past it
into the clearing of freedom
Freedom is the light that guides us through the
dense fog of oppression
leading us to an end of segregation
uncovering those engulfed by the haze
leaving only hope and freedom

As it is in the Kitchen, so Shall it be on Earth
Segregation is a silverware drawer
Sorting out the spoons and the forks
No one wants to eat a steak with a spoon
Don't even think of trying a spork
Keep it neat and orderly.
Integration is mixing foods on your plate
Instead of keeping them separate
Because you know there's more flavor
Where there are multiple tastes
When there's diversity.

Considering the students live in an almost to-
tally Caucasian state I find it interesting that they
have done such an amazing job of describing racism
and segregation.  During my visits to NH, the only
African Americans I have encountered are a parent at
the school and a teenager ushering at the Unitarian
Church, Christmas Eve Service.

Growing up in Saskatchewan the first person I
met whose skin color was darker than mine was on a
bus. He was a Jamaican working in Moose Jaw
where I was training to be a nurse. We dated. After
our first date several suggested that instead of him
picking me up at the Residence we should meet else-
where.

Living in San Diego where the population is
very integrated with many, many races and religions,
I personally don’t give much thought to racism until
it erupts all over the television news. Then I am sad-
dened by the nation-wide violence that occurs.  Hav-
ing just celebrated Martin Luther King Day, I was
reminded that this great man was himself, treated
with violence throughout his life into his death.
However he was a man of peace. In the speech, “I
have a dream,” he said this:

There is something that I must say to my peo-
ple, who stand on the warm threshold, which leads
into the palace of justice:

In the process of gaining our rightful place, we
must not be guilty of wrongful deeds. Let us not seek
to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the
cup of bitterness and hatred. We must forever con-
duct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and

(A helping of words)

Food for Thought! ? Hmmmmm...



15

discipline. We must not allow our creative pro-
test to degenerate into physical violence. Again
and again, we must rise to the majestic heights
of meeting physical force with soul force.

Let us remember his words and the words of
our Lord:

He has told you, O man, what is good, and
what the LORD really wants from you: He
wants you to promote justice, to be faithful, and
to live obediently before your God. Micah 6:8
(NET Bible)

There are several open Sundays on the
2015 Flower Chart

The new Flower Chart for 2015 is in the Narthex, There
are several Sundays open to celebrate your favorite or most
important occasion/event, to remember a loved one, or to
honor someone with flowers.
You can split the cost ($25.00 each) with someone else.
Please don't forget to tell the office what the flowers are for so
that the information can be properly printed in the bulletin.
Any questions, see Sharon Cameron.

We Will Celebrate

Faith’s 20th Anniversary

March 8
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. .

You cannot do a kindness too
soon, for you never know how
soon it will be too late.

— Ralph Waldo Emerson

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:

19


