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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker
It is hard to believe that we are entering the
month when back-to-school ads will dominate the
advertising world and that we are filling the church’s
calendar with events through the end of this year. We
are actually talking about Advent and Christmas and
concerts and SDSU calendars. Where did the summer
relaxation go? Are you ready for fall – I know I am
not ready?!
This month will be a time when we will be
making decisions about staffing for the upcoming
season – please be in prayer for our Personnel Committee as they look at hiring a new person to help our
church move forward and provide support to our programming needs following Cara Ann’s amazing time
with us. The Session will be giving prayerful thought
and guidance to this process. Should we hire one person, or should we hire a couple of part-time people –
all this will be part of this month’s tasks for church
leadership.
I also ask you to pray for our Presbytery. You
may or may not know that Clark Cowden, our Executive Presbyter, has accepted a call to serve in his
home town of Terre Haute, Indiana. This means our
Presbytery will be making a decision about staffing
needs for our Presbytery in the coming years. A
search committee will be formed to find a replacement, yet there are some who believe we need to look
at staffing at the Presbytery in a different way. Some
of this has to do with the Presbytery’s financial circumstances. Our traditional staffing configuration
may be changed or not.
While Martha and I were on vacation and visited my parents we went to their church for worship
and missed meeting their new pastor, who also was
on vacation. But in the midst of conversations it
turned out that a lot of Presbyterian churches were
making decisions about new staff and how to think
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through the church’s needs, while looking at the
church’s giftedness. Transitions seem always to be
part of life’s experiences. When was the last time you
faced a major transition in your life and how did you
come to conclusions about what you should do? Presbyterians are notorious for forming “committees” to
do everything, yet I would bet that most people don’t
have the resources of committees to help them. We
will often find someone with whom we can consult,
but often it is a process of thinking through things on
our own with maybe only a couple of family members to talk to and for some, it is a lonely task of one.
Opportunities for change and transition are
always before us, some chosen, some beyond our
control. I would want to encourage each of us to form
a committee when we are making decisions – whether
it be for something easy or something hard. You
might think I am making a Presbyterian joke, but I
am not. I was reminded recently in a sermon I heard,
that God has a community that is always ready to
come to our assistance with any decision – you remember the term - The Holy Trinity? I would encourage us to always seek input and guidance in the midst
of our conversation/committee meetings with God –
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. It is amazing how
helpful and crucial these conversations can be. If we
bring a question to the Trinity and we feel it might be
a little too trivial to ask, maybe we should look at
what we are doing and how important it might be to
the benefit of our community and home – are there
better questions to ask? There are decisions we would
never make without involving the committee of the
Trinity – and if we are not willing to listen to the answer, maybe now is not the time for an answer to be
discerned. I am looking forward to committee meetings – how about you?

Shalom,

Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
August 2 – “The Call”
Ephesians 4:1-16, John 6:24-35
We have a purpose for living and it has to do with God’s
call on our lives – lives lived for the flourishing of our community.
August 9 – “Responsibilities”
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
Living in response to God’s call on our lives is one filled with responsibilities. We have been
placed here in this time and space to serve God.
August 16 – “Wisdom of the Wise”
Psalm 130, Ephesians 5:15-20
There is “reason” behind what we are called to do. Understanding God’s intent for all creation
will give us reasons to do what we do.
August 23 – “Up Against It”
Ephesians 6:10-20
Being a follower of Jesus is not easy – we have powerful enemies and only with God’s help can
we stand against them.
August 30 – “Belief and Action”
James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23
How we live in response to God’s claim on our lives is grounded in what we believe about
God’s actions in Jesus for the redemption of the world. Are we part of this or not?

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


Entire Month of August. All Choirs are on vacation



August 3-7. 9AM-Noon. VBS. “God’s Treasure Island”



August 13, 14, 15. Pictorial Directory Pictures will be taken



September 10. All choirs resume



September 18, 19 Pictorial Directory Pictures will be taken



September 28. Golf for Good Tournament. Admiral Baker Golf Course
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PUM Back-to-School Drive
In addition to backpacks and other school items,
PUM is also looking for:






underwear (men’s and women’s)
Socks
Tennis shoes
Sleeping bags
Shampoo, toothpaste, and deodorant

Travelers alert: If you go to a hotel and bring home the travel size shampoos, lotions, etc., these would be
welcome donations!
And the King will say, “I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my brothers and sisters,
you were doing it to me!” Matthew 25:40

SAN DIEGO

M

M

Military Outreach Ministries

LUAU FUND RAISER
FRIDAY AUGUST 28 ― 6:30pm.
Tickets are $25

Our Hawaiian theme includes a Luau dinner, Hawaiian
entertainment, a Live Auction as well as a Silent Auction.
If you do not buy anything, there will be a chance to just donate any amount you can.
Anyone can purchase a table for 8 which would be $160 and invite friends to come and spend their
money on the Auctions.
We need help in making this event a success so we can continue to help our enlisted military families.
We plan to have 25 Gift Baskets to auction so we need ALL KINDS OF ITEMS TO GO IN THE BASKETS
such as soaps, lotions, candies (esp. chocolate), unused small baby items, cheeses, teas, coffees, nuts,
gift certificates, sport tickets, fancy baked items, etc. We also need “bigger items” like a dinner for four, a
cruise around the Bay, a Time Share you aren’t going to use, an hour or two lesson that could be tennis,
golf, music, surfing.
What can you do to help? There will be a basket in the narthex for donations.
The event will be held at:
Northminster Presbyterian Church
4324 Clairemont Mesa Blvd, San Diego 92117
We will be selling tickets after church. If you have any questions, see or call Carolyn Taxer
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THE 9TH ANNUAL
TOURNAMENT TO
BENEFIT PUM
Monday
September 28

Admiral Baker Golf Course, 2400 Admiral Baker Road, San Diego, CA 92120
This tournament is the major fund-raiser for PUM. Green fees, cart fees, buffet lunch, soft drinks
on the course, access to the driving range and range balls, live and silent auctions, and dinner
after the tournament are all included in the registration fee of $175.00 per golfer, $150.00 if paid
by August 31.
G4G is not just for golfers. PUM supporters wishing to attend only the buffet dinner, live and
silent auctions, and awards ceremony may do so for $30.00.
There are many opportunities for churches, church committees, individuals, and companies who
are interested in a golf outing or being hole sponsors to take part in G4G. Your ambassador,
Bob Arthur, can discuss sponsorship options with you. All sponsorship contributions benefit
PUM. Sponsors will be recognized by appropriate signs and will be listed in the tournament program, as well as receiving a personal letter of thanks from PUM for their contribution.
All proceeds will go to PUM to support their Christ-centered services to the poor and homeless of
urban San Diego.
4
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Sunday School News
By Emilia Modrušan
Big thanks to our volunteers this month: Paula Carmack, Bree Bashaw-Wood, Carolyn Taxer, and
Heidi Modrušan. We have moved into the summer season with our new curriculum and combined
class.
This month, we will still have all the ages combined in one class. After the summer is over, we will
separate into classes based on ages again. Also, Vacation Bible School (VBS) is coming up! Don’t
forget to sign up. It’s August 3-7 from 9am-12pm. Hope to see everyone there!
Below are some of the things the children have been working on over the last month!
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Cara Ann shares some of her experiences in Israel:
Amazing moments and sights:


Being on the Sea of Galilee



Putting my feet in Jordan River



Seeing Peter's Mother-in-Law's house in Capernaum.



Seeing the ruins of the tabernacle in Magdala (where Mary Magdalene
came from) — that was the first time it became real for me that we are
where Jesus made an impact.



Being at the Wailing Wall was extremely powerful.



Going through Hezekiah's water tunnels in the City of David was a fun
adventure!



Seeing Jerusalem at night



Hearing the rustle of the Sabbath prayers being said at the Wailing Wall



Praying for Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives and thinking of Jesus
who wept for the city



The beautiful church at the Garden of Gethsemane. While we were
inside, a woman started singing and all of us joined in, it was amazing.



Walking up the Temple stairs and imagining it being lined with Levites singing the Psalms.



I had the incredible opportunity to dance a gospel hula (Shout to the Lord) in St. Anne's Cathedral in Jerusalem!



Floating in the Dead Sea which was so cool and bizarre and amazing!



Seeing the handwritten original version of what became the hymn, "It is well with my soul" at the American Colony hotel.



Experiencing the "wilderness" of the Judean desert.



And I really enjoyed the food! :)
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Interesting/unexpected moments:


We felt the tension between Muslims and Jews when we went to the Temple Mount. Security was
heightened and it was intense.



Going through the Old City in Jerusalem — it is amazing to see the different quarters and how, in spite
of the tension, they all live next to one another. Each quarter was unique.



Traveling around to different parts of the country. And going through the border wall to go to Bethlehem, which had a different feel. It was interesting to see and experience how serious they take their
borders (understandably!!).



Seeing their police and military all around...it took some getting used to in seeing uniformed people
with large weapons all around. But I was also very thankful for them!



I was surprised as to how expensive things were and how much it costs to live there (our tour guide explained the cost of living there).



I felt safe throughout the trip for the most part. In Jerusalem, there were a couple times that we went to
different quarters that I felt uneasy because we stood out so much. But for the most part, we weren't
concerned for our safety. We also had an amazing tour guide and bus driver who knew what was happening and warned us accordingly or just avoided places if necessary.



Throughout the trip, I was caught in the tension of seeing ancient Israel and present Israel. And then
realizing that Israel is not a museum but a living country that has a rich history. I appreciate the Israel
of today and now have a heart to pray for this nation.
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This was a refreshing trip and such an adventure. I had a great time with the Lord and feel incredibly
thankful for this time and experience. I am excited to see how the Lord will use these experiences. Thank
you for your prayers!
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We recently welcomed a third of the students from the Cru Summer Program to our church services,
as part of their 10-week time in San Diego. Cru is the new name of Campus Crusade for Christ.
While they have been in our midst, they have volunteered to
donate their energies to some much needed work around our facilities. Among their projects has been spreading mulch on the
grounds— an arduous task at best.
They have also ushered at our worship services.
On Sunday, July 19, after the morning service, many of
them came into Fellowship Hall, while others congregated in the
patio area—giving us a chance for some meaningful one-on-one
time with them.
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AUGUST 3 - 7, 2015, 9:00AM TO 12:00PM
This year, our program theme is God's Treasure Island.
Explore the treasures of God's love for us.
Children in Preschool through 6th Grade are invited to participate.
Participants will enjoy a fun-filled week with daily crafts, games, and Bible lessons led by volunteers and staff from Faith Presbyterian. As always, participation is free, but a per-child donation is
requested, if you are able to contribute, to help cover the costs of the event.
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Congregational Life
Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
Budgeted:

May
$29,167

June
$29,167

Actual:

$33,853

$33,287

From the
Deacons
The TLC birthday
celebration
in August is:
Margaret Fluke - August 3

Breast Cancer 3-day Walk
November 6-8
I know, I was not going to do this
again, but I was made an offer I
couldn’t refuse. Because of my past
participation in the 3-Day Walk, and
the amount of money I had raised,
I was offered a chance to walk in
another city — airfare and hotel accommodations paid. So, why not? I’ m going to Dallas!

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS...
are needed to help guide our youngest members in
learning about our faith. Materials and instructions are provided — all that is required is a willing
spirit an a joyful heart.
Contact Steve Wood or Emilia Modrušan if you
would like to participate in helping the children
grow in faith.

However, there is still money to raise, and I
have just until the end of August to do that.
Donations can be made online at

CHURCH AND SOCIETY

www.the3day.org

Now on Sundays at 8:30 a.m. in the library, Dick

Click on FIND A PARTICICPANT and follow the
directions. I will have donation forms for mailing, or donations can be given to me and I will
do the work.

Ruppert is leading a discussion on various public

Thank you all for your support.

policy issues, using newsletters from places like
the Presbyterian Office of Public Witness, the
Friends Committee on National Legislation, the
Presbyterian United Nations Office, and the California Council of Churches.

Mary-Margaret Allen
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Once again, the Congregational Life Committee organized and created a wonderful all-church picnic.
Special thanks to committee members
Judy Lafferty, Ruth Morrison, Jill
Gustafson and Nancy Harber, ably assisted by LeRoy Lafferty, Cynthia
Hatfield, and a newcomer to the
kitchen Derrick Harvey!
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

At Faith, you will have an opportunity to take a
closer look at the some of the Palestine/Israel history
and what the Palestinians are still facing on a daily
basis. A four-week class is in the organizational
stage, which would use the book and DVDs
“Zionism Unsettled” as the study guide. (I’m writing
this in July so final dates have not yet been set. Announcements of times and dates will be forthcoming
by Dick Ruppert in the newsletter and bulletins.) Titles for class discussion include: Political Zionism, A
Jewish State, Christian Views of Jews and Judaism,
A Jewish Theology of Liberation, Mainline Protestant Pro-Zionism, and A Palestinian Muslim Experience of Zionism. The Israel/Palestine Mission Network of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A), collaborating with Friends of Sabeel North America, developed
this study guide. The collaboration also resulted in
the book “Zionism and the Quest for Justice in the
Holy Land,” which will also be available.
We are coming up on the one year anniversary
of the inhumane slaughter of Palestinians in Gaza, of
which many were children and elderly. Because of
the continuing devastating blockade of Gaza and in
the face of the upcoming election in which two of the
Presidential candidates have both stated that they
would fight the BDS (Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions) movement, it is important everyone understand the seriousness of the situation in Palestine.
With more and more churches around the world
(including PCUSA), the Olympia Food Co-op in
Seattle area (which was the first US grocery store to
boycott Israeli goods), colleges and other groups supporting BDS and wanting it to succeed, this seems
like an opportune time to learn as much as we can
from all points of view. I think it is important as
well to recognize that it is the funding of the Zionist
Military by the US Government and the Zionist Israeli government that are to blame for the Palestinian’s lack of freedom and justice. It is not the resi-

dents of Israel who may be Jewish, Muslim or Christian. One of the most active groups that are fighting
for freedom and justice in Palestine is the Jewish
Voice for Peace.
Writing this has taken me back to the trips I
have taken to Israel/Palestine. In the fall of1996 our
tour group had a Palestinian guide who was able to
drive us freely though all parts of Israel/Palestine. It
is not that easy today and some groups choose to see
only Israel. I strongly recommend you take a tour
sponsored by one of the groups that will take you to
the well-known Biblical sites in Israel such as the
Mount of Olives and old Jerusalem, but also to Palestine.
In Palestine you will not only see the 17-foot
high walls but will be taken behind them to places
such as the Aida Refugee Camp. Originally when
folks first fled there it was a tent refugee camp. Now
three generations later there are buildings, once upon
a time one-story. With no place to go but up, the
buildings are now three stories high to accommodate
new generations of children. The same day we went
there we also went to Jala and had lunch at Al
Shurooq School for the Visually Impaired. Because
of the restrictions on places to dwell and travel imposed on the Palestinians many children are born
blind, probably due to inbreeding.
In 1996 we went to Bethlehem and it was wonderful. Now that it is in Palestine there is no likeness
to the Bethlehem scene on Christmas cards. There
are bullet holes in the Church of the Nativity and evidence of poverty everywhere. Our guide had been
there when the Zionist army attacked Bethlehem,
making the bullet holes. In 1996 Bedouin camps
could be seen in many areas. They are now restricted
to certain small camps where water supplies are nonexistent or limited. In 1996 there were no new modern settlements on land confiscated from Palestine
homes and villages where the products that are being
(Continued
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boycotted are manufactured. You could see orchards of olive trees everywhere. Now in many
places there are only tree stumps that are being
plowed under. The changes between the 1996
tour and the 2010 tour were shocking, horrific
and unbelievable.
So I strongly urge you to get the complete
picture by going on a tour if you can, but if not,
by coming to the class, going to Sabeel, Kairos
USA http://kairosusa.org/ and the Jewish Voice
for Peace http://jewishvoiceforpeace.org/ websites and getting on their email lists, as well as
attending other lectures sponsored by those who
are working for Freedom, Justice and Peace in
Palestine.
Presbyterian Church (USA)’s Brief Statement of Faith: “In a broken and fearful world, the
Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to
witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and
Savior, to unmask idolatries in church and culture, to hear the voices of people silenced, and to
work with others for justice, freedom and peace.”

New directory pictures
August 13,14 and 15
September 18 and 19th
at the church.
Sign up after church on
Sundays

Pew View

Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint

Summer days are filled with graduations, vacations and visitors coming and going. Such a cluster of events is exciting and filled with fun, but the
church calendar designates these days as Ordinary.
One definition of ordinary is “without special distinction” or “usual.” For the church calendar, Ordinary days are those not included in major seasons
like Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter. The remaining days are called Ordinary.
In Ordinary time, some events are planned,
others come unexpected — and exciting. Some may
demand time, energy and commitment. Notice may
come by word of mouth, phone call, e-mail or a
knock on the door.
One such notice came by pebbles tossed
against the second-story window. A New England
pastor in the 1800s writes in his memoirs an event
which might be considered both unusual and ordinary. One night, both pastor and doctor were summoned to the bedside of an old woman who was dying. She lived alone and had few resources — family,
friends or funds. She was able to convey her wish
for a woman to be with her for the short time that
remained. Both men set out to find someone to fill
her request.
(Here the remarks begin to read like a Parable). One woman replied she was too busy with her
own household; another was suspicious of men
prowling around her house. One woman replied, “I
would not know what to do.” At another house, a
woman spoke from a window, “Who is it? What do
you want at this time of night?” When she learned of
the situation, she did not hesitate. “Sure, I'll come
and do the best I can.” Notes in the memoir conclude, “She did come and she did the best she
could.”
In a recent sermon, we were reminded of Jesus sending the disciples to go to the people: “...take
only your staff.” They went and “did the best they
could.”
Our neighborhoods and communities call us
for the ordinary needs. Will you come? Deacons,
Elders, Stephen Ministers, workers for PUM and
MOM, and others of our congregation accept the
call, replying, “Sure, I'll come and do the best I can.”
Can this be called Ordinary?
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Visitation: Mary Beck, CRE
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Accompanist: Rhonda Fleming

I always wondered why somebody doesn’t do something.
Then I realized I am somebody.
–Lily Tomlin

Media Ministry Director: Kevin Maeda
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT MONTH:

Aug. 20

