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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker
I was sitting in a local coffee shop in my usual
spot reading my usual stuff – devotions, theological
tomes and a lot of new stuff I am trying to figure out
with Joe Huffaker. As normally happens, I got caught
overhearing a conversation at the table next to me. As
best I could figure, without giving away that I was
eavesdropping, the two individuals were speaking
about church. One seemed to be a professor of a seminary or Christian college of some sort and the other a
student. They were strategizing about new church
planting. The conversational bits and pieces I picked
up on went something like this:
The church of the future will not look like
any church we see today. We will no
longer be building or renting facilities. All
relational community will be either online
or in small home gatherings with a central
office to cut down on overhead. The staff
will all be part time with second careers to
support the family and the ministry. Worship will take place in a variety of venues –
live streaming from the office facility or a
home with chatting online for interaction
and questions. Pastoral care will be handled by hired staff or referrals to Christian
professionals. Giving will all be online and
mission funding will be through crowd
sourcing. All pastoral education will be
done online and in internships with local
worshiping communities.

As I was listening I was attempting to picture
what that might look like in the context of our congregation and could not manage it. This new format
would require technical savvy that I and most in our
congregation do not have. This is definitely something
for a different generation than we know or serve. I was
thinking about how we relate to one another on a regu-
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lar basis, both at church and outside the church; how
we encourage one another and by our relationships
demonstrate the life of Jesus with and to each other. I
think of how we live our lives within our community
and the intentional way we interact with others we
meet, to demonstrate who we serve. It is a joy to witness each day the grace and love of Christ lived out all
around us and to thank God for the small miracles that
are part of our lives because of Christ’s love for us.
Then I was struck by the conversation I overheard and thought about it differently. If I had grown
up within a culture that used the current technology to
communicate and develop relationships I would not
think the above conversation was that strange. I watch
people sitting in the coffee shop at their laptops and
tablets speaking with others – some obviously on different continents. People checking in with family and
friends, people writing messages and sending pictures
– all while sitting in a coffee shop. So why not create a
means to meet Jesus and Jesus’ followers using technology? Why not try all avenues to spread the good
news of the gospel? I find myself lost in a world that
has created a new way of being together that seems to
work for them.
I praise God that a college student can come
and worship and build community at Beacon. I also
praise God that a student and anyone else can find
community online that will support and encourage
their relationship with Christ. Let us rejoice in the
change that seems to make no sense to many generations and means so much to others. Pray for the technical entrepreneurs that are bringing the good news of
the gospel to millions in ways we cannot even imagine. God is probably far more versed in technology
than any of us non-techy people would want to admit.
May the gospel spread at the speed of bits and bytes.

Shalom,

Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
May 3 – “A Kingdom Response”
Acts 8:26-40, 1 John 4:7-12
When people learn about how much God desires to be part
of their life, things change. We find a desire to love more deeply, because we now understand how deeply God loves us.

May 10 – “The Content of Friendship”
Psalm 98, John 15:9-17
When Jesus calls us “friend” he redefines friendship in powerful ways.

May 17 – “What Are We Waiting For?” Ascension Sunday
Acts 1:15-17, 21-26; Ephesians 1:15-23
A small, powerless community is waiting to get its marching orders – what can we learn
from their early beginnings?

May 24 – “Has God Left!?” Pentecost Sunday
Romans 8:22-27, John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15
Following the Ascension, many new followers of Jesus must have wondered if they had
been abandoned. So how will we know what we will be doing?

May 31 – “Majesty and Mystery”
Psalm 29, Romans 8:12-17
How do we name God – what words can express our relationship and how do we explain to others the majesty and mystery that is God/Jesus/Holy Spirit?

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


May 7. National Day of Prayer



May 17. Salad Luncheon



May 24. Pentecost Sunday—Remember to wear red!



May 25. Memorial Day. Office is closed.



June 12-14. Women’s Retreat—Prince of Peace Abby in Oceanside



June 27. Parents Night Out



August 3-7. 9AM-Noon VBS
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Pentecost Offering

by Joe Huffaker

On May 24, we will collect the Pentecost Offering, one of the four Presbyterian-wide
special offerings each year. Sixty percent of the money collected goes to General Assembly. Monies received will be used to encourage, develop, and support its young people,
and also address the needs of at-risk children. Sixty percent will go to General Assembly
for denomination-wide use. We hold the remaining forty percent for use in the local community in programs targeting children at risk, youth, and young adults. (Learn more about
the offering at http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/pentecost)
This year our portion will go to Voices for Children (http://www.speakupnow.org) here in San Diego,
VFC describes their mission: “Voices for Children transforms the lives of abused children in San Diego
County by providing them with volunteer Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASAs). We believe that
every child deserves a safe and permanent home, and to that end, will review and monitor every court file
in the system, provide a CASA to every child in the foster care system who needs one, and advocate to
improve the lives of San Diego County’s foster children.”
Thinking about ways to help and make a difference in the
community? VFC can also use volunteer help.
Thank you for your generosity and contributions!

M.O.M. (Military Outreach Ministry)

would like to express our appreciation for those of you
who answered the call for plastic eggs and candy for our annual Easter Egg Hunt. It was a fun and
successful event with the military families, thanks to the generosity of church members like you!!
I would like to remind everyone that the warehouse we have been using to store and hand out
furniture, has been closed because it is scheduled
to be torn down. We have looked into many
possibilities but have found nothing that would
work for us so far, so we will no longer be taking furniture, but we will continue collecting all
baby items—especially diapers—as well as
kitchen items and all kinds of linens. Our food
and bread ministry continues.
Due to the generosity of the Taiwanese Presbyterian Church in La Mesa our offices are now located in
their facility. We will need our volunteers to help at that site. So please keep us in mind for prayers
and donations. Any questions, see Carolyn Taxer or Gloria Seymour.
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

Spring has arrived at the preschool. The children are exploring bugs and plants in their classrooms and
outdoors on the playground. There are potatoes growing in a see-through container which lets the children see how they grow under the ground.

Also in the classrooms are caterpillars, ladybugs, and praying mantis larva, which the children will
watch. This lets them see the life cycle of the insects. There are also caterpillars and chrysalises on
the playground and nature space. Of course there are lots of roly poly’s to be found.
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The children are also planting seeds in pots to
take home as well as grow in our raised beds
on the playground. They planted carrots, peas,
corn, sunflowers, watermelons, and an herb
garden. A new family that registered to start
in the fall brought in broccoli plants for us to
grow.

In the fall we had pumpkins on the playground for the children to play with. One
smashed pumpkin was left in the bed to see
what would happen. The children found the
decaying process “yucky,” “gross,” and
“nasty.” Then they discovered that out of the
decay came a plant. Now there is a pumpkin
vine with small green pumpkins growing.
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Sunday School News
By Emilia Modrušan
This past month has been a whirlwind of activity in Sunday School. With Cara Ann leaving, I have taken
over the lead role as the Sunday School Coordinator.
Our amazing teachers and helpers this month have been Bonnie Koehler, Bree Bashaw-Wood, Cara Ann
Maeda, Nathan Powers, and Paula Carmack. Thank you for all your help!
On Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday, all the ages were combined and we had so many children — new and
old! It was hectic, but fun and I hope educational for them. There were multiple different crafts both
weeks, such as Hosanna banners, cross
necklaces, coloring sheets, and flower
crosses with stickers.
The picture to the right shows the wall on
which the kids helped us create the Easter
story!
The pictures below show our procession
of palm fronds on Palm Sunday!
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Family Ministries

By Steve Wood

He is Risen! Easter at Faith Presbyterian this year was a time of joy (as always) and also of sorrow. We shared the joy in remembering that our LORD is Risen from the grave, just as we experienced again the sorrow of remembering his death on Good Friday.
At the same time, we experienced the much more tangible sorrow of Cara Ann’s resignation
from her position on the staff of our church. There was a lot of joy in our celebration of Cara Ann’s
decade of service – but everyone is sad to see her go.
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There are many upcoming opportunities to participate in the Christian Education ministry at our
church during Eastertide and the summer season. Although it isn’t often mentioned, there are a number
of small groups that meet throughout the week to study and have fellowship. Consult your bulletin announcements for the schedules.

We are preparing for VBS the week of August 3rd through 7th, from 9:00 AM to Noon. We are still
in desperate need of additional volunteers, both for the week of VBS (it takes 10 people per day to
make a successful VBS!) and for work the weekend before and after to set up and dismantle. VBS is
always a fun and exciting opportunity for people of all ages and vocations to participate in the development of the next generation of Christians, and to share in the joy they bring to our church. Please speak
with Steve Wood in person, by email or by calling the church office and leaving your information for a
return call if you would like to participate.
For those who have already volunteered, thank you very much for your commitment and your patience as I work to communicate with everyone.

There will also be another Parent’s Night Out on June 27th. As you may have heard in the last
couple of weeks, it takes 6 adult volunteers for us to safely host this event – and we can use your help.
As always, see Steve Wood if you would like to help.

God Bless you with Joy!
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Congregational Life

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
Budgeted:

February
$29,167

March
$29,167

Actual:

$35,007

$35,064

From the
Deacons
The TLC birthday
celebrations in
May are:

Virginia Gengor - May 2
Bob Comer - May 3

PILP Loan Interest Rate
Effective with the June 1, 2015 payment
our Church loan with PILP will have a
rate adjustment.

Lola Wilson - May 17

Women’s Retreat
June 12—14

From: 4.269%
payment of $10,647.79 per month
To:

4.107%
payment of $10,582.42 per month

Our church facilities received some major sprucing up just in time for Easter, thanks to InterVarsity
and Challenge, two of the college ministry groups who meet here weekly.
Five students from InterVarsity cleaned out the shed; weeded; and power washed, chipped and
sanded old paint off the railings one Saturday. The next Saturday ten students from Challenge
spent the whole day chipping, sanding and then painting the railings; refurbishing the columbarium
garden, trimming bushes; and planting new plants in front of the sanctuary.
Our thanks to all of the students who worked so hard and cheerfully to get the church ready for
Easter; and a special thanks to Charlene Arthur, and Mike and Sharon Gehl for supervising their
work.
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Women’s Bible Study
May 16th
The women's monthly Saturday evening Bible study is starting a
new study in May. We will begin a study on the book of Hebrews
using the guide Shepherd's Notes: Hebrews by David Shepherd.
Please join us at 6:30pm on the 3rd Saturday of each month. Check
the Sunday bulletin for location.
To order a book or if you have any questions contact Carla Euliss or
Shoana Sikorski.

Annual Salad
Luncheon
May 17th
All you need to bring is a salad to share (and a healthy appetite).
Everything else will be provided—including rolls, drinks, and a complete table setting,

Sign-ups on May 3rd and 10th
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From the Worship and Arts Committee,
Barb Stevenson, Chair
Thank you to all who gave of your time and talents to
enrich and beautify our Lenten and Easter services.

12

13

?
!

Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

I start the day by reading daily devotions
from Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago. One of
the prayers that ended a devotion was this: Lord of
all, help me to look at your word like a child again.
Let it surprise me again. Let it challenge me anew
for the sake of Christ and the kingdom. Amen.
In my head I added, and let me look at your
world like a child again. This made me think of
Gracie. The Sunday before receiving the prayer I
watched as Gracie squatted in the church lawn and
started picking the tiny white clover flowers. She did
this for a few minutes with a look of pure joy on her
face. Then she began spreading the “joy” by giving
the flowers to those of us who were nearby. I was
blessed to be the first to receive one of the flowers.
The smile on her wee face touched my heart and as I
write this I’m still smiling.
Because children bring much joy to our
church family, I would like to send a special “Thank
You” to all the parents for sharing your children with
us. I hope you realize just how much joy they bring
to a Sunday morning and it is so great to watch them
grow up and become special human beings, each in
their own way. Without them Palm Sunday would be
just another ordinary Sunday. Watching them wave
the palm branches brings smiles to everyone’s faces.
I also love the time of the Children’s message, although I am very glad Chris is doing it and not me.
I’d be at a loss to answer questions they might ask
like this one: A four year old little girl asked her
mother, “Are we going to see God when we fly to
CA? We will be in the clouds and that’s where God
is, isn’t it?”
A child’s answer to a question can also be very
surprising. When children ages 4 to 8 were asked
about “love” these were some of the answers that
were given, which were broader and deeper than
anyone could have imagined.

Rebecca – age 8 “When my grandmother got
arthritis, she couldn't bend over and paint her toenails anymore. So my grandfather does it for her all
the time, even when his hands got arthritis too.
That's love.”
Billy – age 4: “When someone loves you, the
way they say your name is different. You just know
that your name is safe in their mouth.”
Terri – age 4: “Love is what makes you smile when
you're tired.”
Danny – age 7: “Love is when my mommy makes coffee for my daddy and she takes a sip before giving it
to him, to make sure the taste is OK.”
Bobby – age 7: “Love is what’s in the room
with us at Christmas if you stop opening presents
and listen.” (Don’t forget this come Dec.)
Nikka – age 6: “If you want to learn to love
better, you should start with a friend who you hate.”
(Would that be love your enemies perhaps?) We
need a lot more Nikka’s on this planet
Tommy – age 6: “Love is like a little old
woman and a little old man who are still friends even
after they know each other so well.”
Cindy – age 8: “During my piano recital, I was
on a stage and I was scared. I looked at all the people watching me and saw my daddy waving and smiling. He was the only one doing that. I wasn't scared
anymore.'“
Clare – age 6: “My mommy loves me more than
anybody. You don't see anyone else kissing me to
sleep at night.'“
Jessica – age 8 “You really shouldn't say 'I love
you' unless you mean it. But if you mean it, you
should say it a lot. People forget.” This is one of my
favorites.
The winner was a four year old child whose
next door neighbor was an elderly gentleman who
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had recently lost his wife. Upon seeing the man cry, the
little boy went into the old gentleman's yard, climbed
onto his lap, and just sat there. When his Mother asked
what he had said to the neighbor, the little boy said,
“Nothing, I just helped him cry.”
Matthew 19:14. Jesus said, “Let the little children
come to me, and do not hinder them for the kingdom of
heaven belongs to such as these.”

Pew View

Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint

ALLELUIA
CHRIST IS RISEN
"If the Christ is risen and here, where is he?"
He isn't in the sports arena nor the Mall, nor
at the big meetings or the convention hall.
Where is he?
The question was asked long ago and still is
asked. Sometimes the tone of voice is angry,
other times questioning, other times very sad.
"Where is he?"
The Gospels give the answer. He is risen to
be with us. He is risen to be among people. He
did not come to the crowded market place nor a
stadium filled with spectators. He came to people where they live.
He came to his friends who were sad and
lonely. They were no longer alone. He is risen.

Speaking of children, a reminder:
We are all God's children, cherished and protected, no matter what the world throws at us, God is
always with us. Read Psalm 91 if you need reassurance.

He joined two travelers who invited him to
join for a meal. He broke bread; then the travelers recognized — He is the Christ — He is risen.
He met a woman mourning at a tomb. He
spoke her name; she recognized the Christ. He is
risen indeed.
He made a fire on the beach, then shared a
fish fry with fishermen who had worked all
night — Christ with us.
The Gospels' report assures us; Christ is
risen. Christ is with those who are distressed,
perhaps about loss and missing a person or a job
or an opportunity. Christ is with travelers on the
road — any road — every road. Christ is with us
as we work. Christ is beside travelers, workers
at any job or task and with persons in distress or
feeling sad. Christ is with us everywhere.
Whatever the circumstances, Christ is with
YOU -----and with ME.

ALLELUIA
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