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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker

June has arrived and many people are energized by the impending vacation season and the
hopes of travel, visiting relatives and maybe just
slowing down. Here at FPC we experience the
“deep sigh” of no traffic, an empty parking lot and
the echo of empty rooms on many weeknights.
There is an amazing amount of energy brought to
our church and community by the students at SDSU.
At one level we miss it, but at another it is a nice
break. It gives us a chance to do some deep cleaning, painting and repairs. This is certainly not a time
the church takes a nap, but we do slow down a bit.
Planning begins for Vacation Bible School – watch
for ways to participate. The church camping trip
comes up in the fall with preliminary planning starting now. Church groups from around the country
pass through on their way to Mexico, and the Preschool has its summer session. Watch for announcements about the church picnic and other summer
activities with the church.
One of the other major happenings this June
is our national church gathering in Detroit that starts
June 14 and runs for a week: The General Assembly
(GA) is the bi-annual meeting of the PCUSA and
has representatives from all 72 presbyteries – ours
being the Presbytery of San Diego. Please pray for
Ruling Elder Jack Shelver from our church who is a
commissioner to the assembly and will be chairing a
committee (huge responsibility and a ton of work).
Those unfamiliar with the workings of the GA can
go online and type in “PC-biz” and you will be able
to see a listing of all the overtures – like bills for
vote at the Senate or House of Representatives.
These overtures are proposed or sponsored by Presbyteries and put on the docket for consideration by
the commissioners of the GA. Commissioners can
also present overtures during the GA and bring them
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during the appropriate time on the GA’s docket. The
business of the GA includes a variety of activities
and events that range from worship to budgets,
prayer to debating on the floor of the assembly. Missionaries are commissioned and international delegations are recognized. National leadership is
elected and committee reports are heard. It is an intense and sometimes chaotic time.
General Assembly is also, for many, a time
of anxiousness and fear – “what is the GA going to
do this time” to make people mad and leave the
PCUSA. It is almost like a “watch or a warning”
from the weather channel – some assemblies have
potential to cause problems, but others bode catastrophe depending on your perspective. The “more
mature” among us will remember the roll out of the
RSV translation of the Bible, names like Angela
Davis, Sophia and others. Many people leave the
PCUSA when the national meeting agrees to do
something that individuals or churches disagree
with. So, what are the warnings for this GA? There
are several, but two that I know of, because they
have already been part of conversations: 1 - the possibility of changing the language about marriage,
which would permit pastors and churches to perform same sex marriage; 2 - is the Israeli/Palestine
issue and divestment of investments the national
church holds in companies that support Israel at the
expense of Palestine. Not easy conversations. You
can watch the GA live on the internet or track the
business of the GA on PC-biz.
Please pray for the commissioners and all
the activities of this year’s assembly and the
churches poised to respond to the actions of the assembly. The people participating in the GA covet
our prayers and support as they discern God’s will
for the PCUSA.

Shalom,

Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
June 1 – “One Day at a Time”
Acts 1:6-14, John 17:1-11
After Jesus ascended, the disciples went home and started
to fulfill the mission of Christ “one day at a time.”
June 8 – Guest preacher, Cara Ann Maeda
Pentecost Sunday
June 15 – “Knowing the Unknowable” Trinity Sunday
Psalm 8, Matthew 28:16-20
The very character of God was revealed to us in Jesus of Nazareth and yet
there is so much that we cannot know of God. We live with the tension of the
Trinity – one in three and three in one.
June 22 – Guest preacher, Rev. Ray Sparling
June 29 – “We are No Match for Sin”
Psalm 89:1-4, 15-18; Romans 6:12-23
Paul understood that the power of sin and evil is overwhelming. We need to hear loud and clear
that God’s answer to sin and evil is the only way to overcome that powerful influence – Jesus is
the answer.

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


May 31. 5-8 pm Parents Night Out



June 8. Pentecost Sunday. Remember to wear red.
11 am. Fiesta Celebration Lunch



June 15. Trinity Sunday



June 28. 5-8 pm Parents Night Out



July 4. Independence Day. Office will be closed.



July 18. Caregivers Conference. College Ave. Baptist Church



August 4-8. 9am-Noon VBS



Sept. 26-28. Camping. William Heise County Park
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Our congregation participates in four Presbyterian-wide special offerings each year. Sixty percent of
the money collected in the Pentecost Offering goes to General Assembly. Visit http://gamc.pcusa.org/
ministries/specialofferings/pentecost-offering/ for more about how the General Assembly uses this offering.
Faith Presbyterian holds the remaining forty percent for use in the local community in programs targeting children at risk, youth, and young adults. This year our portion will be
split between two organizations: UPLIFT and Reality Changers. UPLIFT is a faith-based
organization working to improve the well-being and quality of life of San Diego's inner
city population by providing care, protection and education to more than three hundred
children, senior citizens and homeless ex-offenders. To learn more about UPLIFT, please
visit http://www.upliftsandiego.org.
Reality Changers (http://realitychangers.org) transforms lives, schools, and communities

by providing youth from disadvantaged backgrounds with the academic support, financial
assistance and leadership training to
become first generation college students.
Thinking about ways to help and make
a difference in the community?
These two organizations also need volunteer help.
Thank you for your generosity and contributions!

PUM Announcement
Presbyterian Urban Ministries (PUM) has an open volunteer service opportunity on its Steering
Committee. The committee is looking for someone to replace Lorna Holberg who served on the committee in the area of event planning.
Ideally, the person would have related experience and would be willing to work with the committee
as a partner, but with "self-starter" qualities. The details of responsibilities, time commitment, etc., should
be discussed with Rev. Deb Mitchell, director of PUM.
Those of us who work at PUM and on the Steering Committee know it requires dedication, but without a doubt is the most rewarding job we could imagine! The right candidate would, we pray, agree with
us on that. Questions? You can reach me at bacon-mcclish@cox.net or call me at 619-232-2753.
In Christ,
Jackie Bacon

You generously contributed $3,672.91 to One Great Hour of Sharing
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

“May gray” did not materialize in San
Diego. We added lots of water play to keep
the children cool when the temperature
soared into the 90’s. Washing tricycles
while standing next to the sprinkler was a
popular activity for several days.

On another hot day the sprinkler was located
next to the sand box. The sand box became
flooded and the children worked together to create a bridge. They told me, “We built a bridge
to stop the flash flood.”

Face painting was another activity the Parent
Group sponsored. The children were able to request what they wanted painted. Some chose to
have their hand painted instead of their face.
There were snakes, ladybugs, crowns, flowers,
and many other things they had painted.

The College Park Parent group raises funds
during the year to help support the school.
The Mountain Mike’s fundraiser is one of
their activities. Thank you so much for your
support. They provided popsicles for all the
children and staff on two very hot days. It
was a refreshing treat.
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Children, Youth, & Family Ministries
Cara Ann Maeda

Thank you to the many volunteers who continue to serve in so many capacities! Please prayerfully
consider being part of one of these ministries.

MOTHER’S DAY – The children decorated

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT – Our monthly

tea bags and handed them out on Mother’s Day.

event is going well and is a lot of fun for all!
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EASTER CELEBRATION

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2014
August 4th – 8th

9am to 12pm

3 years old to 8th Grade
School House Rock — Learning to glorify God in all that we do
Volunteers needed! See Cara Ann for questions
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By Cara Ann Maeda

THANK YOU for volunteering, providing donations, and supporting this ministry!!

DAYTIME
HOT DOG STAND –

MORNING
COFFEE
STAND –

NIGHTTIME HOT DOG STAND –
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SDSU MINISTRY LEADERS
END OF YEAR GATHERING

SERVICE PROJECT – The College Bible Study group served together by painting a wall in the Sanctuary
as well as helping to clean the Sanctuary. Thank you!!

COLLEGE GROUP CELEBRATION…BOWLING AT SDSU!!
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NATIONAL DAY
OF PRAYER –
Worship and Prayer
tent set up at SDSU.

EMILIA MODRUSAN being filmed for a video for UKIRK (The Network of Collegiate Ministries for
PCUSA). This video will be showing at General Assembly.

HELP US CELEBRATE
After worship on Sunday, June 8, the College Ministries Committee will host a celebratory lunch in
the Family Faith Center at 11:00. The committee wishes to thank the Congregation of Faith Presbyterian Church for their support – prayers, funds, sweat, energy, and backing! A lot goes into the committee’s work of providing food at the hotdog stands, coffee stand, discussions at 11:00, Leadership
Luncheons, movie night, and a slew of other happenings held during the 2013-2014 academic year.
We will have a video loop of pictures and scenes from the year’s activities to share! There will be a
brief verbal overview and food – along a fiesta theme. After all, we will be celebrating and thanking
everyone. Come and join in the fun!
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Congregational Life
From the
Deacons

DIRECTORY CHANGES
Mary Beck—new email address
Kyle and Lorna Holberg—new address
and phone number.
Please call the church office for
details.

The TLC birthday
celebrations in
June are:

Kathleen Orton - June 1
Darlene Johnson - June 8

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
March

April

Budgeted:

$30,013

$30,013

Actual:

$34,010

$27,237

Per Capita
2014 Assessment: $6,918
Received:

$3,733

All Church Camp We're going camping at William Heise County Park
in Julian from September 26-28.
Reserve your own
campsite or cabin
near Site #42 or
Camp Loop #2.
Contact Steve
Wood or Cara Ann
Maeda with any
questions. Come
join us!

Jim Simonton - June 9
Betty Birdsell - June 12
Carol Pearson - June 17

Dear Faith Family,
Kyle and I would like to thank you for
the special reception on our last Sunday at
Faith before moving to Oregon and your caring
and encouraging words – both verbally and in
the book you gave us. I thank the FDN committee and Cara Ann for the appreciation time
at the Children’s Message for my year I did the
Sunday School Coordinator job. It was indeed
my pleasure.
Thank you Cara Ann, Sunday School parents and teachers for your support. Thank you
Sunday School children for just being yourselves. The roses you gave me were beautiful
and very special to me. We are somewhat settled in Oregon and are enjoying being around
family but we do miss our Faith Family.
Lorna Holberg
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The new church website is up and running!
What does it mean to you and why should you want to follow our new website?
It will allow you to:


Get the latest information about what’s happening at Faith Pres.



Receive daily information and notifications about the activities and events taking
place in the life of our church.



Actively participate with your comments and views.



Request information from the church.



Share the various activities and events of our church with your friends and associates through many social media avenues provided by the website.

Here’s how:
Enter the church URL http://www.FaithChurchSanDiego.org
At the “Home” page
If you see the gray box + Follow in the lower right corner of the screen,
click it and enter your Email address
Otherwise
Go to the bottom of the page
There will be a clear box above the blue follow box. Enter your Email
address in the clear box and click the blue follow box.follow
Close your browser
Now go to your Email
Open the message sent to you from the church’s website
Click the blue Confirm Follow button
Your browser will then open with the WordPress “Subscription Management” page
Click the Save Changes button in the bottom left corner of the page
You’re done and now you are following the church’s website
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How do I do that?
Glad you asked!
1. The Faith Development and Nurture Committee (FDN) is sponsoring a CPR class, which will be open
to all members and employees of the church. Persons who volunteer with the children and youth are
especially encouraged to attend. The class will be held on June 28th, at 10 am, at the Church. Please
RSVP to Steve Wood if you would like to attend. The cost will be $15 per person, which includes certification cards. Please bring a sack lunch.
2. FDN is hosting Parent's Night Out events again in May and June! Volunteers are needed to assist in
providing this ministry to the families of our church and visiting families from the preschool and the
neighborhood. We need your help to make these events successful, both as a service ministry for the
families and as an outreach to our community. We are building relationships with the attending families, but that is only possible if we have volunteers. There is no commitment required — you can do just
one event or as many as you would like.
The Parent's Night Out for May is on 5/31, and for June on 6/28. Both will be from 5pm to 8pm.
Volunteers are also asked to attend a brief meeting on the Tuesday prior to discuss the schedule.
Please contact Steve Wood or Cara Ann Maeda if you would like to volunteer or have your children (or
grandchildren) participate. Volunteers - we need you!
3. Faith is hosting VBS again this year, and we need your help! This year's VBS will be a daytime event,
from 9 to Noon on August 4-8th, and we need lots of volunteers to be able to have the program. VBS is
a wonderful way to reach the community and bring new families into our church, but, like our other
outreach events, it only works if it is well staffed by caring members of our congregation like you!
Volunteers can sign up for a single day or the whole week, but we must know soon if we have enough
participation from the congregation in order to host the event. Please contact Steve Wood or Cara Ann
Maeda if you have any questions or would like to volunteer. You may also wish to attend the first planning meeting on June 1st, after church.

Want to enjoy your Friday, the 13th of June? Instead of gossiping with witches, or cowering in front of
a black cat, wouldn’t you rather relax with friends over dinner and games? If you do, then sign up for
your place at a table in the Faith Family Center at 6:00, for some fellowship. That will be followed by a
delicious potluck dinner at 6:30. We will then adjourn for some Bunco! For the uninitiated, Bunco is a
very simple dice game – so simple that even four-years-olds can play!
If you need a ride, let David Helkenn know and he will endeavor to find you a lift. If you’d like child
care, please call the office (619: 582-8480) to make arrangements. If your children or grandchildren
want to come, bring them along! Finally, the dice will be provided, but if you want to bring your own
“special” dice, do so. (We reserve the right to exclude them from play!)
Hosted by Catamaran Mariners
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Prayers & Squares
By Joan Madler

THANK YOU NOTES:
From Dana Dinerman:+ Thank you for the beautiful handmade prayer quilt.
It was a blessing to know people were praying for me and my family. I took
it to chemo every time and it was with me like a security blanket. Thank you
so much. (Her thank-you was accompanied by two lovely silver ornaments
– a dove with the inscription “Do what makes your heart sing” and an angel
with the inscription “Angels like you are precious and few.”)
From Alicia Aguilare: I want to thank you for the prayer quilt. It means a lot that I have so many people
praying for my recovery. It is beautiful and I have it draped on my couch so that I can feel the prayers
coming my way. Thank you again and God bless.

Caregivers Conference
Friday, July 18
College Avenue Baptist Church
Taking care of an elderly parent, a disabled loved one, or anyone requiring special care for that matter,
often leads to additional stress. The San Diego Caregivers Coalition can help lessen the stress.
The coalition is a non-profit organization of government agencies, private businesses, and non-profit
groups which provides a wide variety of services. These range from locating residential housing (after
working with the family to identify needs and resources,) vetting providers of “in home” care, and educating the public on legal issues on the topic of housing, financial fraud, elder abuse and the like. Even
information on respite care for the caregivers themselves is available.
So, where can you go to find out more? Well, in July, at College Avenue Baptist Church, you will be
able to attend the Caregivers Conference. A no cost breakfast and lunch will be served. The Coalition
will offer workshops on the various aspects of caregiving. Lectures on related issues will be presented.
Tables will be set up for individual queries and information will be made available to all attendees.
Faith PC’s Mission Committee may be asking for your help, should College Avenue church need our
help. They’ve done these conferences before and have considerable experience. We have offered to help
publicize the event.
The general public is invited. There is no charge to attend. Watch for informational flyers and mark your
calendar!
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

The deadline for the Reflection for June’s
newsletter is today. I am struggling. I still have a
cold. After two very fun weeks, Gail has gone
home. I am remembering that as of this weekend
(Memorial Day) I will have lived alone for 19 years
and it doesn’t get any easier. Then June 4 th will be
the 3rd anniversary of my brother’s death, the last of
my immediate family. While struggling, I came
across this article I had saved and it seemed appropriate to use for my “reflection.”
Three Words of Wisdom: “Don’t We All”
One evening I was parked in front of the
mall wiping off my car. I had just come from the car
wash and was waiting for my wife to get out of
work. Coming my way from across the parking lot
was, what society would consider, a bum. From the
looks of him, he had no car, no home, no clean
clothes, and no money. There are times when you
feel generous but there are other times that you just
don’t want to be bothered. This was one of the
“don’t want to be bothered” times.
“I hope he doesn’t ask me for money,” I
thought. He didn’t. He came and sat on the curb in
front of the bus stop and he didn’t look like he could
have enough money to even ride the bus. After a
few minutes he spoke. “That’s a very nice car,” he
said. He was ragged but had an air of dignity
around him. I said, “Thanks,” and continued wiping
off my car.
He sat there quietly as I worked. The expected plea for money never came. As the silence
between us widened something inside me said, “Ask
him if he needs any help.” I was sure that he would
say yes, but I held true to the inner voice. “Do you
need any help?” I asked. He answered in three simple but profound words that I shall never forget. We
often look for wisdom in great men and women. We
expect it from those of higher learning and accom-

plishments. I expected nothing but an outstretched
grimy hand. He spoke three words that shook me.
“Don’t we all?” he said.
I needed help. Maybe not for bus fare or a
place to sleep, but I needed help. I reached in my
wallet and gave him not only enough for bus fare
but enough to get a warm meal and shelter for the
day. Those three little words still ring true. No matter how much you have, no matter how much you
have accomplished, you need help too. No matter
how little you have, no matter how loaded you are
with problems, even without money or a place to
sleep, you can give help. Even if it’s just a compliment, you can give that.
You never know when you may see someone
that appears to have it all. They are waiting on you
to give them what they don’t have. A different perspective on life, a glimpse at something beautiful, a
respite from daily chaos, that only you through a
torn world can see.
By Jaydeebug
Yes, I often need help and when I do – you
my Faith friends and family are always there for me.
Also after reading the words of wisdom I remembered even as I struggle I have much to be thankful
for: My children and grandchildren although far
away are doing well. I have 19 first cousins that are
more like brothers and sisters than cousins. I live in
this county’s finest city. I belong to a special church
family and have many
wonderful friends. And I
have a Savior who protects and blesses me each
and every day.
Psalm 121: I will
lift up mine eyes unto the
mountains: From whence
shall my help come? My
help [cometh] from Jehovah, Who made heaven
and earth.
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Pew View
Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint
Stories often begin with stress, anxiety or a sense of “darkness.” Darkness can be more than no illumination; darkness may be fear or indecision and loss of purpose. In a story, action unfolds and darkness fades,
light fills the narrative. Actions bring changes and development, sometimes to unexpected conclusions.
‒ The Bible reports darkness ‒ then comes light with unexpected results.
‒ The stable was dark ‒ then, the Child was born.
‒ Darkness covered Calvary ‒ even greater darkness in the tomb. The Easter dawn came, bringing
new light with changes, development with unexpected conclusions for years to come.
Following the crucifixion, Jesus’ disciples lived in the darkness of fear, loneliness, and uncertainty.
Jesus promised he would not leave them alone, but send a helper, comforter, advocate.
Across the decades, accounts of Calvary, the Tomb and the joy of Easter are told. Pentecost, the apostles waited forty days as Jesus directed them. They were hiding, fearful and uncertain of living the days to
come. Then came the Holy Spirit in a rush of wind and the heat of fire. Using the words of one reference,
the disciples were “conscious of a new inner power which completely transformed their whole outlook.” The
Holy Spirit marked a new beginning. As disciples were “fired” with the Holy Spirit, they “went forth into all
the world.” The new light pushed the darkness away, bringing change in living for each disciple with
changes in the world for times to come.
We have directions for Lent, then traditions for Easter. At Pentecost, we are reminded of Jesus’ promise
“I will send you...” helper, comforter and advocate — the words vary but the promise is clear: God is near.
The Holy Spirit of God is with each. Pastor Chris reminds us with the words, “You are not alone.”
In some communities of faith, “God with us” is affirmed as worshippers say together:
“I believe in the Holy Spirit, God with us for comfort and for strength.”
What a blessed gift!
Cleophas and his companion traveled toward home. Very likely, they were filled with fear and questioned the direction for living in the days ahead. Then, in the breaking of bread with a fellow traveler, came
the recognition of the companion; direction for living changed. “Darkness” faded with a fresh realization
prompting action, results are unforeseen.

Check out the new
church website:

www.faithchurchsandiego.org
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
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Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
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Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

Don’t judge each day by the
harvest you reap but by the
seeds that you plant.
— Robert Louis Stevenson

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:
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