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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker

Over the past few weeks there has been a
steady stream of communication and meetings surrounding the actions of the recent General Assembly
(GA) that met June 14 – 21 in Detroit. Denominationally related publications have attempted to summarize
and interpret the actions taken by the GA and many
media outlets and news stations have weighed in on
what all this means for our denomination. Within our
Presbytery, meetings have taken place and more are
planned – some as points for general discussion and
others for more targeted conversations for pastors and
churches trying to discern what really took place at the
assembly and what impact these decisions have on the
“everyday” operations of the Presbytery and its
churches. Depending on what you read, our denomination is either faithfully following Jesus, adhering to
scriptural truth and discerning God’s will for the future
of the Body of Christ or continuing to drift away from
the Biblically grounded, Christ centered reformed body
that grounds itself in the traditions of the faith.
There is evidence of more churches desiring to
leave our denomination as these decisions set a direction for the Presbyterian Church, USA (PCUSA) that
many Presbyterians disagree with and are deciding to
move to another denomination. Our Presbytery has
been working over the last 9 months with 1st Presbyterian Church of Honolulu to graciously dismiss them to
another Reformed denomination. There may be others
desiring to do the same. This process has been taking
place across our denomination and will continue for
several more years as churches make decisions about
remaining or leaving the PCUSA. At a more local level,
there are individual members leaving our local
churches, many because they are no longer able to support the actions of the national church. Sad to say, some
will not find another faith community and will drift
away from the church never to return. This happens
after every GA and I am sure will continue as long as
the GA makes decisions that conflict with some mem-

AUGUST 2014

bers’ opinions and belief.
Of the many decisions made at every GA, there
are usually a few decisions that are controversial. This
year’s assembly voted to change the language in our
Book of Order (BO) that governs marriage. The language will be changed from “marriage between a man
and woman” to “marriage between two people, traditionally a man and woman.” This will give permission
for Presbyterian pastors and churches to perform same
sex marriages in states where the law allows – this does
not make it compulsory. Any church or pastor can decide whether or not they will participate in same sex
marriages. In order for this to become part of our BO,
each of our 172 Presbyteries across the country will be
asked to vote yes or no to the change – a simple majority of 87 Presbyteries is needed to make this change
permanent. Every action of the GA that would change
our BO will follow this process. Any action that would
change our Book of Confessions would require ¾ of
our Presbyteries to vote in favor – The adoption of the
Belhar Confession, which came out of the experience
of apartheid in South Africa, is an example of this.
There are other controversial decisions made by this
GA that have angered some and pleased others.
In the weeks and months ahead, as individuals
and churches make decisions about their responses to
GA decisions, I would offer this suggestion: whether
we agree or disagree with the actions of the GA or
other church members’ reaction to these decisions, we
need to treat one another as brothers and sisters in
Christ. We each have come to know the redemptive
grace and forgiveness of Jesus within the context of our
individual and corporate faith journeys and God is not
done with us. We can continue to focus on how God
will use us to spread the Gospel of Christ and work together for God’s Kingdom to come on earth as it is in
heaven.

Grace and Peace on this journey,
Pastor Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
August 3 – “In the End – Mercy”
Romans 9:1-5, Matthew 14:13-21
Whatever problem arises in our lives, God’s grace and
mercy are sufficient. Where have you experienced mercy
lately?
August 10 – Cara Ann Maeda is preaching
August 17 – “Can We Earn God’s Mercy?”
Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Matthew 15:10-28
Mercy abounds!! What if we think we don’t deserve it? What if our lives are too broken and
sinful? The answer is glorious to hear.
August 24 – “Being Transformed”
Psalm 24, Romans 12:1-8
God’s creative task did not end in Genesis. God continues to create and recreate all of life. So,
what is God doing in your life?
August 31 – “Obey? Not a Chance!”
Romans 12:9-21, Matthew 16:21-28
Why is obedience so hard? Under what circumstances would obedience be a Joy?

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


July 28. Last day to register for VBS



Entire month of August. All choirs are on vacation



August 4-8. 9am-Noon. VBS



August 22. 9 pm. Late night Hot Dog Stand



August 22. 9 pm - August 24, 9pm. 48-hour Prayer Room



September 1. Labor Day. Office will be closed



September 4. Choir practices resume



Sept. 26-28. Camping. William Heise County Park
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MOM is requesting backpacks
and other school supplies
Bring them to church on Sunday mornings and leave them in the
narthex or bring them during the week to the church office.

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
ADMIRAL BAKER GOLF COURSE
2400 Admiral Baker Rd., San Diego 92120
This is the eighth annual golf tournament to benefit Presbyterian
Urban Ministries (PUM).
The tournament, known as Golf 4Good (G4G) is the major fund raiser for PUM. Green
fees, cart fees, boxed lunch and soft drinks on the course, access to the driving range and
range balls, and the buffet dinner after the tournament are all included in the registration fee
of $175 per golfer ($150 if paid by July 31). Registration closes on September 1.
PUM supporters wishing to attend only the buffet dinner, live and silent auctions, and
awards ceremony may do so for $25.
All tournament proceeds will go to PUM to support their Christ centered services to the
poor and homeless of urban San Diego. Additional information concerning PUM and the
tournament is available from your G4G Ambassador, Steve Wood.
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Save the Date: Saturday, November 8
By David Helkenn
At the request of the Mission Committee, Habitat for Humanity San Diego has reserved November 8, as a home building project date for
Faith PC. We can send up to 15 volunteers to
Imperial Beach to help build a home for one of their recipients. The Mission Committee is now recruiting volunteers from among members of the church, college groups, neighborhood, and anyone else interested in this form of service. So, if you want to drive in nails, apply some paint, or help in any way,
let Joe Huffaker or David Helkenn know and they will reserve your
place. If you cannot volunteer, but still want to help, consider making a donation.
Saturdays are very popular and Habitat charges a Saturday sponsorship fee as one of its major fund raisers. Corporate sponsors pay
$2,500, while churches pay $1,500. Even though Habitat for Humanity will charge FPC to reserve the day, the Mission Committee
encourages you to volunteer and will not charge you anything. We
hope to recover our costs through gifts from generous donors.
Volunteers should plan on spending all day – from about 8 AM to 4
PM. Closed toe style shoes are required! Tools and materials will be
provided and instructors will show you the basics, if needed. The
Mission Committee will help arrange transportation. Faith PC will
even provide a box lunch for you.
So, what are you waiting for? It will be fun and satisfying. Mark
your calendar and talk to Joe or David, and enjoy a day of service!

The Pentecost Offering for 2014 was $450
Of this amount, 60% goes to General Assembly and Faith retains
40%, which we split between Reality Changers and UPLIFT.
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

“It’s summer and the livin’ is easy.” At preschool
we are having a fun, wet summer. The children
come in their bathing suits ready to get into the water play available on the playground. In the wading pool there are fish with fishing poles. The children enjoy “catching” fish, which develops their
eye-hand coordination. They also learn to take
turns. Getting wet is part of the play as well.

The sensory bins also have water with various
items to explore. One bin has clear tubes that
can be connected. It is fun to watch the children problem solve different ways to get the
water through the tubes; some ways successful
others are not, but all are part of the learning
process.

In the Sunflower class the children were planning
to make ice cream. The first part of the project
was to find out what was the children’s favorite
flavor ice cream. The teacher made a chart with
chocolate, vanilla, and strawberry. The children
voted for their favorite flavor. The children
counted and hopped as the teacher pointed to each
mark on the chart.
The Bee class had a Teddy bear picnic which
included eating Teddy Grahams dipped in
honey. At meeting time the children got into a
discussion about being the Bee class, bees
make honey, and they were eating honey.
Then the discussion went to what could they
be, like be happy. They came up with BE a
friend, thankful, helpful, nice, active, creative,
me, special, yourself, beautiful, loving, grateful, a star, cool, and clean. These are very
positive attributes to have!
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Family Ministries
Cara Ann Maeda

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT – JUNE 2014
We have done an event each month over the last 4 months. Each month we have had a couple new
families from College Park Preschool join in the fun. A number of these families have returned and
we are starting to build relationships with the parents and children! So far we have had the privilege
of getting to know 8 new families! Praise the Lord!

Thank you so much to the June volunteers: Steve Wood, Allison Pham, Sharon Cameron, and Derrick
Harvey!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
As of the middle of July, we
have close to 20 children registered that are not part of Faith
Presbyterian Church (preschool
and community families!)
This is truly becoming an
OUTREACH event!!
Can I get a “YAY GOD!”!!

This year we decided not to buy a VBS “kit” that creates everything for a church. Instead we are creating
our own VBS!! We are using the gifts of the congregation to create this wonderful event! So many people are involved in the preparations…
Core Team
-Steve and Bree Wood
Artist for Advertisements
-Cynthia Hatfield
Bible Team
-Mary Beck, David Helkenn, and Steve Wood
Age Group Planning
-Emilia Modrusan and Sarah Scardino
Decoration Team
-Sharon Cameron, Sharon Gehl, Cynthia Hatfield, and Dream Nefra
Music Team
-Martha Lenocker, Harold Martyn, Emilia Modrusan, and Joe Rodriguez
Sports and Games Daily Subject
-Emilia Modrusan
Acting Daily Subject
-Peter Bestoso and Carolyn Taxer
Science Daily Subject
-Joan Mentze
Crafts Daily Subject
-Jill Gustafson
Cooking Daily Subject
-Sharon Cameron (and many suggestions from others!)
And this is all for the PREP work!!! There are a number of people who will be at VBS as well!
All praise and glory be to God!!
Thank you to the WHOLE congregation for the amazing support of this outreach event!!
For more information and to register by July 28th, visit the church website at
www.faithchurchsandiego.org
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By Cara Ann Maeda

COLLEGE MINISTRY VISION 2014-2015
Continue to build relationships through:
Evangelism – Being present on SDSU’s campus
Worship – Weekly college gathering
Service – Serving together and serving others
Unity – Unifying the body of Christ
Through the means of discipleship:
Intergenerational
Teaching and training
Prayer

Weekly College Gathering – Starting Fall 2014, Sunday nights
Purpose:
To build relationships with students and to encourage a relationship with the Lord
To intentionally create a college-friendly environment
To build community among students, neighbors, and congregants
There is currently no Sunday night service or college gathering available around SDSU.
We can fill that time and need!
Key Elements of the weekly gathering:
Music
Teaching/Message
Small Groups/Discussion/Accountability
Prayer
Response
Fellowship
The hopeful starting date is Sunday, August 24th!
Please join us in praying for the new school year!
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THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR IS QUICKLY APPROACHING!
Students start moving into the dorms on Thursday, August 21st
Classes begin on Monday, August 25th
Faith’s College Ministry is starting to gear up…
Night-Time Hot Dog Stand ~ Friday, Aug. 22nd
Welcome Week Hot Dog Stands

Meeting our neighbors (apartment complexes,
Greek houses, and more!) with homemade
baked goods and friendly smiles
Watch the church bulletins and website for more information!

48 HOUR PRAYER ROOM — Room 1
An interactive prayer room with stations and creative ways to pray for SDSU. The creation of this room is led by InterVarsity, in partnership with other collegiate ministries.
Sign up for an hour
in the Prayer Room!

Friday, August 22nd at 9pm until Sunday, August 24th at 9pm
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Congregational Life
DIRECTORY CHANGES
Kit Crane—New address and phone number
Micheline English—New mailing address
Contact the church office for details.

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
May

June

Budgeted:

$30,013

$30,013

Actual:

$27,819

$33,999

From the
Deacons
The TLC birthday
celebration in
August is:

Margaret Fluke - August 3

All Church Camp We're going camping at William Heise
County Park in Julian from September 26-28.
Reserve your own campsite or cabin near Site
#42 or Camp Loop #2.

Contact Steve Wood or Cara Ann Maeda with
any questions.
Come join us!
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IT'S PICNIC TIME!!
August 17, after worship, at 11 AM.
In years past, we have held outdoor picnics with limited
success. Those who come have a great time, but the
numbers keep dropping as the temperature rises.
So this year, we are going to picnic in comfort. On August 17, after worship, at 11:00am in FFC, we will have
a church wide picnic.
Hamburgers, hot dogs and all the trimmings will be provided, as well as drinks and paper
goods. Those coming are asked to bring a dish to share.
Sign ups will be held on the patio on July 27, Aug. 3 and Aug. 10 . Y'all come!!"

Columbarium Update
Two more niches have been purchased
this year. There are still several more
available.
The cost is $1000 for a one-person
inurnment or $1500 for two people.
See Nancy Harber for more details.

Catamaran Mariners will not meet in August.
Put the following dates on your calendar now:

Saturday, September 13 – The annual Pool(side) Party at the home of Stu and Irene
Elder. The traditional barbecued pork dinner will be served for $4.00 per person. Swimming
is optional.

Regular meeting Friday, October 10 – The Martyns will answer the question “Where
in the World is Slovenia?”
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Caregiving Fair Report
By: David Helkenn
While enjoying a tasty lunch at College Avenue Baptist
Church, venue for the "Finding the Balance in Caregiving"
conference on Friday, July 18, I couldn't help overhearing a
couple at another table.
He began, "You know, I'm glad I came to this thing after all. I wasn't too sure at first since talking about
old age is hard for me. It makes me uncomfortable."
She replied, "I know what you mean. But we are getting to that age where this information will help us."
"I know that now, and that's why I'm glad I came. Finding out some of the financial pitfalls to avoid, like
the session on Long Term Care and MediCal was great. It'll help a lot."
There were other comments like that throughout the lunch. As I reflected on this opportunity to learn
about the ten signs of dementia, preventable falls and home safety, even better ways to take care of a
loved one's teeth, for heaven's sake, I realized that aging truly means changes in body and mind and even
social and legal status.
Carolyn tapped me on the shoulder. "Thank you for publicizing this. I counted eleven people from Faith.
That's really a great turnout."
I agreed. I also hope that anyone reading this will consider attending such a seminar in the future. The San
Diego Caregivers Coalition puts on these fairs from time to time, and they are worth the time and effort.
The amount of resources available is staggering!
Did you know that this county has the most resources devoted to serving seniors of any other county in
the entire country?

August Meeting
The Women’s Group is currently going through the study
"Encouraging One Another." The group meets on the third Saturday of
the month.
Women of all ages are welcome!
Join us on August 16th at 6:30pm in room 2.
Contact Cara Ann Maeda for any questions.

Prayers and Squares will not meet on the first Tuesday of August.
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

Some of you will remember John & Diane Gunther from the early days when they were members of
East San Diego Presbyterian church, raising three
young boys. Others might remember them as being
members of our choir when we toured Germany. Besides sharing a love for crafts and quilting, having
some difficult times in both our marriages bonded
Diane and I in a special friendship, which continues
to this day. I was privileged to join the Gunthers for
Thanksgiving this year as their whole family united.
I saw the little boys all grown up with wives and
children of their own. It was a special time.
Through the years Diane has amazed me with
her enthusiasm for going on Mission trips. She has
gone on several by herself, but in a couple of weeks
will be heading out as a team with John for Hungary.
This will be John & Diane’s third mission trip there.
John was asked to go as a baseball instructor but didn’t want to go alone so Diane goes as an English
teacher and devotion leader. Being the special person
she is Diane wanted more teens to be able to attend
the camp this year so sent out an email to her friends
asking for donations to further their outreach with
scholarships to the camp. Diane relates the result of
that outreach in the email I received below:
This week we sent $1400 to Word of Life Camp in
Hungary!!!!! I am blown away with your generosity
and want you to know that you are funding almost
ten scholarships to camp. God alone knows who will
benefit from your generosity, but rest assured that
lives will be touched and your love will be felt in a
time zone nine hours away from here.
Besides devotions for our team to use at camp we
also hope to focus our own thoughts on:
...getting away from the 'busyness' of the world
...lifting others up
...being a bubbling spring of Joy that spills over into
others' lives
...leading by example

...meeting Jesus in the morning stillness
...using our gifts
...sharing ourselves willingly
...lingering in His presence for awhile
...sitting quietly in His presence while He blesses us
...rejoicing and being thankful
our trip theme is "In God we trust!'
the thought on the front of our devotional will be...
Rest in me, my child. Give your mind a break from
planning and trying to anticipate what will happen. Pray continually, asking My Spirit to take
charge of the details of this day. Remember that you
are on a journey with Me. When you try to peer into
the future and plan for every possibility, you ignore
your constant Companion, who sustains you moment
by moment. I do My greatest works through people
with grateful, trusting hearts. Rather than planning
and evaluation, practice trusting and thanking Me
continually. Remembrance of Me is a daily discipline. Never lose sight of My Presence with
you. This will keep you resting in Me all day, every
day.
1 Thessalonians 5:17, Pray continually.
Psalm 62: Find rest, O my soul, in God alone; my
hope comes from Him.
May the Lord bless us and keep us, and may
his love shine through in everything we do, Amen!
I thought how very powerful all that she
wrote is and felt a need to share it. This way more of
us will be able to use the words of wisdom in our
own lives. We don’t need to go to Hungary to put
into practice: getting away from the “busyness” of
the world, lifting others up, being a bubbling spring
of Joy, leading by example, meeting Jesus in the
morning stillness, using our gifts, sharing ourselves
willingly, lingering in his presence, sitting quietly in
His presence while He blesses us and rejoicing and
being thankful or trusting in God!!
While keeping John, Diane and their mission
team in prayer, let us also pray that we can join them
in making a difference in the lives of those around
us.
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Pew View
Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint
This conversation might have taken place
anywhere — playground, family room or backyard
or patio — a place where small children played, with
adults close by watching and chatting. Mostly the
talk was about children and events. The talk turned
to a birthday for one of the children.
"We are giving him a red tricycle" ..."His
Grand dad is giving a racer's helmet...."Aunt Suzie is
coming up with...." and the talk continued listing
some of the expected gifts and description for the
coming celebration.
A quiet voice broke in with, "You can't give
your child anything important." Then went on, "The
tricycle and helmet will be outgrown in a few years,
then forgotten, but anything important — cannot be
given."
Cradling her infant, a new Mom replied, "Oh
yes it can. I am not thinking of things — but I will
give my child my love ... my time and attention."
The previous speaker went on, "Those are
important gifts, but we can only offer them. Such
gifts are offered, but accepting and using these important gifts is the next essential part."
After a pause, another voice broke the silence. "When I graduated, I recall some words offered by my Uncle Bill. At the time, these were 'old
ideas,' hardly of use to me for I had my new degree.
Later, I remembered his comments only to find they
were very practical. The advice he offered was practical and helpful for me on my job. Now I realize his
advice was an important gift."
Later, thinking about this conversation, gift
giving and gift receiving were considered. God offers many gifts, not things, but blessings for living.
Opportunities abound for gifts offered to us and gifts
we accept and share: laughter shared with others — a
gift; a gentle touch given, kind words, comfort received — a gift. Each day is a gift to love living and
live lovingly.

Five gifts from God

Love makes our friends a little dearer.
Joy makes our hearts a little lighter.
Faith makes our paths a little clearer.
Hope makes our lives a little brighter.
Peace brings us all a little nearer.
—Author unknown

O God, may we use the gifts You offer to us so that
Your Love reflects in our deeds
Your Peace shines in our words
Your Healing lives in our touch.
Always trusting in the Holy Spirit. Amen
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Accompanist: Rhonda Fleming
Director of Youth, College and Family
Ministries: Cara Ann Maeda
Media Ministry Director: Kevin Maeda
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

The two most important days
in your life are the day you
are born and the day you find
out why.
— Mark Twain

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:
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