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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker

Nowhere in scripture does it say that the
kingdom of God is like family, yet over the last several months I have had the distinct impression that
family is a good way to understand how we might
experience that kingdom here and now. Martha and I
experience our family as people we care about, people we know and people we can count on when we
need to be cared for. We may or may not be able to
be with them because of distance or circumstance,
yet we know they are family. When we do get together we connect again easily and joyfully. With
human families, things aren’t always perfect, but
they are still family. In the church I experience the
same thing – things might not be perfect, but when I
am with other people who know Jesus, I feel like I
am with family. We come together and there is a
sense that we belong together – regardless of the distance, the time and the circumstances.
Let me share some examples: As a church we
have been praying for and supporting the Parkes
family for a couple of years as Alan Parkes courageously battled cancer. Alan and Andrea’s boys,
Ethan and Brandon attended our Preschool and after
Alan’s diagnosis some of the preschool families
came together to support the Parkes’ and as a church
we started praying for Alan and helped support Ethan
and Brandon – long story short we became more and
more involved. Alan’s sister Linda came from Canada and started bringing the boys to church and VBS
and arranged play days with some of our families.
We started joining others to take meals to the family
and visit Alan in the hospital and at home. Alan became part of our family. We were privileged as a
church to host Alan’s celebration of life and to provide support after Alan’s death. I was asked to officiate at Alan’s celebration of life in Peterborough,
Canada. While there I became aware of a powerful
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truth – the Parkes’ had two families – a San Diego
family and a Peterborough family; I could not tell the
difference between the two, because the content of
their love for Alan and his family were the same. In
speaking with a few of Alan’s close friends it became
clear that it was the love and care for Alan that
crossed time, distance and borders to make us one
family. A powerful statement about what makes a
family and what describes the presence of the kingdom of God.
The Sundays before the start of classes at
SDSU, we always enjoy having new families visit as
they come to our area to “drop off” their children.
Conversations usually go like this – “we wanted to
make sure that our son/daughter knew that there is a
church very close that they can continue to attend” –
in other words – they were church goers back at
home and the parents want them to continue to go to
church while they are here. We want them to be part
of a “church” family. One set of parents was here
from Brazil and are members of the Presbyterian
Church of Brazil – they wanted to make sure their
daughter has a church home away from home –
brothers and sisters of Christ that will be there for
their daughter.
I think of Liz Carlson (celebrating the 10th
anniversary of her ordination at our church) who
came to us as an SDSU student and is part of our
family. I think of Cara Ann (became part of our
church as an SDSU student), Kevin and Grace who
have become part of our family. How many others
can we name who are part of our church family –
regardless of time, distance or circumstance – all because of who Jesus is in our lives together?
Let us continue to live as those who are part
of the family of Jesus. Let us live in a way that people will know that the kingdom of God is like a huge
family.

Shalom,
Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
September 7 – “Can Anyone Be Trusted?”
Romans 13:8-14, Matthew 18:15-20
In a world of broken relationships, can anyone be trusted?
Who is trust-worthy and where can I find them?
September 14 – “The Spirit – Not the Letter of the Law”
Romans 14:1-12, Matthew 18:21-35
Life is not an equation, but a theory – sometimes it adds up and sometimes not.
September 21 – “It’s Just Not Fair!”
Philippians 1:21-30, Matthew 20:1-16
God’s economy has nothing to do with our sense of fair and not fair. Grace trumps fairness
every time.
September 28 – “Giving Up?”
Philippians 2:1-13, Matthew 21:23-32
A person who quits or gives up is not highly regarded in our society, yet sometimes that is the
best option.

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


September 1. Labor Day. Office will be closed



September 3. 11:30am-1pm Hot Dog Stand



September 4. 11:30am-1pm Hot Dog Stand



September 4. 7 pm Sanctuary Choir practices resume



September 7. 11am. New Members Class



September 8. Golf 4 Good tournament. Admiral Baker Golf Course.



September 11. 6pm. Faith Handbell practices resume



September 13. 5-8pm Parents Night Out



September 14. 11am. New Members Class



Sept. 26-28. Camping. William Heise County Park



October 5. World Communion Sunday



October 19. 11am. Baked Potato Lunch
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A $40- billion dollar question:
Did you know your unused gift cards can help us serve the poor at PUM (Presbyterian Urban Ministries)?
Experts estimate that Americans have in their possession as much as $40 billion in unused gift cards!
Check your drawers and your wallet—chances are that you have a small part of that amazing sum going to
waste in cards you probably will never use.
But what can you do with those unused gift cards? If you donate them to PUM, we can put them to
good use in one of two ways — to purchase much-needed supplies for our clients — to use in our annual Golf
4 Good silent auction to raise money for PUM.
Just sent the card(s) to us at PUM and we will send you an in-kind receipt so you can declare a donation for the fair-market value from your taxes. Your donation of unused gift cards can make a difference for
our clients in need at PUM! As always, thank you for your partnership in serving our neighbors in need.
Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.
-Matthew 25:40
Presbyterian Urban Ministries
2459 Market Street
San Diego, CA 92102-2753

Habitat Project Reminder

by David Helkenn
The Mission Committee has partnered with Habitat for Humanity, San Diego, to
build a home for one of their families! You may participate in a couple of ways – by
volunteering your time and energy, or by donating funds to help with the $1,500
cost. Either way, contact the church office at 619: 582-8480. If you’re volunteering,
leave your contact information and either Joe Huffaker or David Helkenn will get in
touch with you. A few reminders:
1. The Habitat project is in Imperial Beach, just south of San Diego.
2. It will be held on Saturday, November 8, from about 8 in the morning to 4 in the afternoon.
3. Volunteers will not be charged a participation fee.
4. Volunteers must wear suitable clothing for construction work, including
closed-toe style shoes.
5. Habitat will provide the materials and tools.
6. If needed, the Habitat staff will show you how to do the task they assign.
7. Please meet at the church as carpooling is encouraged!
8. Members of Faith will donate a box lunch!
9. Only 15 slots are available, so volunteers will be accepted on a first-come, firstreserved basis.
So, what are you waiting for? Call the church now! We’ll see you at the church
around 8 in the morning on Saturday, November 8!
3
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Youth and Family Ministries
Cara Ann Maeda

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
School House Rock! Where we learned to
GLORIFY God in everything that we do!
Within the week, we had 43 children come
through our program, with each day averaging about 38 children participating! There
were so many new families we were able to
get to know, which was exciting and lifegiving.
Each day we had a different subject to show
that we have many different gifts but we can
use all of our talents to glorify God
On Monday we did sports and games (soccer, whisk baseball, obstacle course, basketball), Tuesday was
performing arts day (filmed a skit), Wednesday was science day (learned about earthworms, water filtration, carbonation, floating/sinking), Thursday we did crafts (welcome mats, popcorn bags, sand buckets,
lunch bags, hummingbird feeders), and Friday each child cooked their own lunch (calzones, applesauce,
cookies)!

WE PLAYED
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WE SANG

Our main Scripture verse was
Colossians 3:17, which many of
the children memorized!

WE LEARNED
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WE ATE

WE CREATED
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We had about 20 volunteers each day to help in many different areas! We had team leaders for each age
group, registration people, food workers, photographers, daily subject helpers, and staff meeting helpers
(these people came in at 12pm and ate lunch with the children of the volunteer staff so that the volunteers
could be in a meeting!). At the end of each day, the volunteers ate lunch together (generously prepared by
different people in the church!) and debriefed the day to celebrate and improve for the next day. During
each meeting we shared “YAY GOD” moments from the day. We were able to say “YAY GOD” for the
connections the children were making from the daily Bible stories to their own lives, the interactions, the
extra help, the joy on the children’s faces, the energy of the volunteers, and more!

This VBS was created based on the gifts and talents of this congregation! We had SO MANY people involved…many provided delicious baked goods and snacks, many people were present at VBS, many helped
create the decorations, and many people prayed throughout this experience! THANK YOU!! Let us take a
step back and see what we can do with the Lord! And all of God’s people said, “WOW”!!

THANK YOU FROM FIRST PRESBYTERIAN HONOLULU!
In July, the youth group of First Prez stayed at Faith (about 45 people) for
the beginning and ending nights of their mission trip to Mexico. They
were all very appreciative of the facilities and the delicious goodies that
were provided from the Faith family!

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT – SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH FROM 5-8PM!


Fun activities and dinner is provided! An enjoyable and easy night that is beneficial for the whole
family (refresh the parents, strengthen the family)! All ages are welcomed.



A suggested donation of $3 per child.



RSVP by Tuesday, September 9th to Cara Ann Maeda or sign up at
church.



Volunteers are needed and many different responsibilities are available
(food prep, activities, infant care, child care, etc). Thank you!
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By Cara Ann Maeda

COLLEGE BIBLE STUDY
During the summer, we have had a College and Young Adult Bible Study on Sunday nights. Each
week there was a teaching (a study or a video message), discussion, and accountability partners. This
has helped to build community among our students and encourage our relationships with the Lord.
This College Bible Study will soon turn into a College Gathering called…

BEACON

The light shines in the darkness,

and the darkness did not overcome it.

John 1:5

This gathering will happen on Sunday nights at 7pm in the Sanctuary. There will be teaching, small
group discussions, music, and prayer. The target group is college students but the desire is for this to
be inter-generational, which means all generations learn from one another and journey together. ALL
are welcomed and encouraged to participate!
This new gathering is being led by Pastor Chris Lenocker, Sarah Scardino (Chair of the College Committee), Al Cass (Elder serving on the College Committee), and Cara Ann Maeda (staff resource). Additional support and guidance is also being given by the College Committee and the Worship and Arts
Committee.
Please join us in praying for this new experience and experiment! Please pray for…wisdom and direction, new leaders to be raised up and trained, and for this to bring a greater transforming presence
within our community!

COLLEGE MINISTRY LEADERS GATHERING
Before the new school year began, the ministry
leaders serving at SDSU met for lunch at Faith.
There were 17 people in attendance with 9 different ministries represented! We are starting our 7th
year of hosting and facilitating these lunches!
Praise God!! Faith’s College Ministry continues
to be the facilitator of these gatherings, providing
the lunches and planning the time together. For
this semester, the gatherings will be on: September 25th, October 29th, and December 4th. Volunteers and provisions of homemade food items are
always welcomed!
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HOT DOG STANDS
During move-in weekend, on Friday, August 22nd we had our first hot dog stand of the year! There
were a lot of activities happening in the neighborhood and yet students hung out on the church corner!
We handed out 380 hot dogs in 3 hours, had A LOT of cookies, fruit, and baked goods to offer (which
were all enjoyed!), and we even roasted marshmallows (which might become a new addition to our
nighttime stands!). A fun evening and great opportunity to meet our neighbors!

To welcome back the students, we will be holding four Daytime Hot Dog Stands, open from
11:30am to 1:00pm. Volunteers needed and donations welcomed! Thank you!
Wednesday, August 27th
Thursday, August 28th
Wednesday, September 3rd
Thursday, September 4th
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Congregational Life
The Tree of Life

DIRECTORY CHANGE
Marilyn Bintz — New address
Contact the church office for details.

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
June

July

Budgeted:

$30,013

$30,013

Actual:

$33,999

$26,301

Margaret
Death:
August 19 — Margaret Adams

If you are interested in finding out more about Faith
Presbyterian Church and its ministry in this community
and beyond - these classes are for you. The classes

From the
Deacons

will be held Sundays, September 7 and 14 at 11:00am
in the Conference Room. If you are interested in membership at Faith, we will meet with the Session (Ruling
Elders) on Sunday, September 21 at 11:00am and then

The TLC birthday
celebrations in
September are:

be received into membership at the worship service on
Sunday, September 28. If you have any questions,
please contact Pastor Chris at the church, (619) 5828480.

Clyde Barfield - September 5
Georgie Mason - September 20
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All Church Camp —
We're going camping at William Heise
County Park in Julian from
September 26-28.
Reserve your own campsite or cabin near
Site #42 or Camp Loop #2.
Contact Steve Wood or Cara Ann Maeda
with any questions.
Come join us!

Saturday, September 13. 5 pm

The annual Pool(side)
Party at the home of Stu
and Irene Elder. The traditional barbecued pulledpork dinner will be served
for $4.00 per person.
Swimming is optional.
Sign up at church on
Sunday mornings or call
the Elders.
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Prayer Teams Coming to Faith

by David Helkenn

Other churches have this ministry of Prayer Teams, and now Faith will join the ranks. On
Sunday, September 14, David Helkenn and Mary Beck will be the first Prayer Team.
A Prayer Team is simply one or two people who will pray with anyone who wants some individually focused prayer time. Sometimes a person will want prayers for a specific, and quite private,
concern. At times that person feels a desire to include others as partners in prayer. After all, “For
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” (Matt. 18:20, NRSV) When
the situation or context feels appropriate, a person can have a Prayer Team who will focus on the
prayer need at that time.
The first Sunday, September 14, David and Mary will be available in the Prayer Room (off
the narthex, sometimes called the “Bride’s Room”) to anyone who would like someone to pray with
them. The prayer can be on anything, for anyone. It is a special time of prayer dedicated to the desire
of the person seeking prayers.
You are invited to seek out Mary and/or David after the worship service. No appointment is
required. The length of time is usually a few minutes, but can last as long as you need.
We ask those in the area of the Prayer Room to honor the space with silence.

WELCOME BACK CHOIRS
The summer break is almost over. As we prepare for the
upcoming fall season, we invite new members to join us as
we use our God-given talents to lead and spiritually inspire
during worship!
The Sanctuary Choir will start weekly rehearsals Thursday,
September 4th from 7:00-9:00pm in room 1.
The Faith Handbell Ensemble rehearsals will resume on Thursday, September 11th, from 6:006:50pm in room 2
There is no audition…..just come with a willing heart.
Contact Joe Rodriguez (director) for more information or call the church office.

Use what talent you possess. The woods would be very silent if no birds sang
except those who sang best.”
— Henry Van Dyke
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

The definition for “old” in today’s world
varies from “young old” in our 50’s to “old old” in
our 90’s, so I’m not sure how “old” I’m perceived to
be. Some days I perceive myself as fairly young,
however on the days when most everything seems to
get more difficult, I feel suddenly old, old. For instance, once upon a time if I was planning to go to a
play or musical the most important thing would
have been the cost of the ticket. I am discovering
now that I’m hearing impaired, that the ticket cost is
way down on the list of what matters. Instead,
whether it is theater productions, movies or TV, if
the actors speak or sing with an accent or speak too
quickly or quietly I can’t understand what they have
said. Closed captions help in live theater only if I
am close enough to read them or in films, movies, or
TV if the captions stay on the screen long enough to
be read. I find even at church the screens are easier
to read than some of the small print in books, but
recently found that while I can read the words on the
screen sitting in the front pews, depending on the
background I found it much more difficult to read
the words at the back of the sanctuary.
Other parts of the body bring pain, sometimes it seems like a new one every day or two or
month. Pain in the hands makes sewing or using the
computer more and more of a challenge. Walking,
standing and going up/down stairs can also bring
pain. As I talk with others, however, compared to
them, I am blessed. The truth of that was brought
home when I read the following in an email I received.
A group of students were asked to list what
they thought were the present “Seven Wonders of
the world.” Though there were some disagreements,
the following received the most votes: 1. Egypt’s
Great Pyramids; 2. Taj Mahal; 3. Grand Canyon; 4.
Panama Canal; 5. Empire State Building; 6. St Peter’s Basilica; 7. China’s Great Wall. While gather-

ing
the votes, the teacher noted that one student had not
finished her paper yet. So she asked the girl if she
was having trouble with her list. The girl replied,
“Yes, a little. I couldn’t quite make up my mind because there were so many.” The teacher said,
“Well, tell us what you have, and maybe we can
help.” The girl hesitated, then read: “I think the
‘Seven Wonders of the World’ are: 1. To See; 2. To
hear; 3.To Touch; 4. To Taste; 5. To Feel; 6. To
Laugh; 7. To Love. The room was so quiet you could
have heard a pin drop. The things we overlook as
simple and ordinary and that we take for granted
are truly wondrous!
I am now going to quit my moaning and
groaning and start each day by praising God because
I can still: See, Hear, Touch, Taste, Feel, Laugh,
and Love.
Having those gifts, it makes sense to use
them in such a way as to live a Christian life. How
to do that was explained in this email I received:
Love Is All
I recently passed a church sign that read: "In the
end, the only thing that really matters is if you loved."
If that is true, and I believe it is, I have to wonder why
we often make our lives so complicated and onerous
with laws, when God meant our walk with Him to be
simple and guided by one over-arching principle: Love
Him and love our neighbor.
The most excellent way for the Body of Christ to
express its love to one another and to the world is
beautifully described in 1 Corinthians 13. What if we
sought to simply "do good to others" with no thought
of recompense? What if we let kind words continuously roll off our tongues and forgiveness flood our
souls and be offered to those who offend us?
So let us desire for the Holy Spirit to abide with
us wherever we go. Let us daily choose to follow the
way of LOVE because, in the end, it really is the only
thing that matters!

I Corinthians 13:13 And now these three remain: faith,

hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.
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Pew View

Bible studies direct students to many different topics and
areas. Some studies focus on history, others on geograJulie Hudson’s Viewpoint
phy, archeology, styles of literature - but the list can continue. The Bible study for Presbyterian Women (PW) for
2014-2015 offers a different approach. Rather than a study of struggles within an early church, this study
aims to focus attention to many themes including: forgiveness, grace, generosity, reconciliation and the
image of God.
Four years ago, PW/Horizons committee selected 2 Corinthians for study in 2014-2015-"Reconciling Paul: A Contemporary Study of 2 Corinthians." During the first year of development, the
study committee chose the theme; then an author was designated who prepared an outline with guidance
from the study committee and the editor. A draft was written and reviewed before the draft of the study
was sent for field testing.
The “field testers” were groups of PWs across the nation. Testers gave a “trial run” with the study,
then provided feedback to the author in forms of written evaluation. Revisions were made for the final
printing and circulation.
The letters to the Corinthians are among the epistles attributed to Paul. Letters were important for
the livelihood and nurture of the early church. Few people could read in these times; letters were intended
to be read aloud, then shared. Communities of early Christians in neighborhoods, towns and villages were
connected as epistles were read, then sent to other churches. Pew View wonders about these important
exchanges between gatherings of early believers: Is this one of the first examples of the “connectional
church”?
Reading both of these letters is recommended to prepare for this study. Read the text aloud and
imagine you are reading to a gathering of early Christians eager to hear the words Paul has sent to them.
Paul's words are relevant for us today.
PWs across the US will participate in this study. Every woman at Faith is welcome to join the Circle Study, or perhaps arrange a time for another study group.
A hymn suggested for the study includes these lines -Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and His Righteousness
Ask and it shall be given unto you, Seek and ye shall find
Allelu. Alleluia

Prayers and Squares by Joan Madler
Thank you, from Margaret Harper:
What a lovely and meaningful project! I was overwhelmed when Barb brought me the lovely prayer
quilt that you ladies (no men?) had made. I am not a seamstress but I know how much work and love goes
into a quilt!! ….. I plan to take my quilt to show my Sunday School class and share prayer time for someone that they know who has cancer and have them tie a string. Several friends have already tied strings
after prayers here.
Please, please don’t wait for me to call to ask if you or a loved one would like a quilt. If someone you care
about is going through a rough time with health issues, ask them if they would like a quilt then email me.
The information I need is their name, a favorite color and the prayers they would like said for them. We
enjoy making them and know that they bring comfort.

15

.

.

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Accompanist: Rhonda Fleming
Director of Youth, College and Family
Ministries: Cara Ann Maeda
Media Ministry Director: Kevin Maeda
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

Be a rainbow in someone
else’s cloud.
— Maya Angelou

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:
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