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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker

Last night I attended the Presbytery meeting
along with Nancy Harber, who is our Ruling Elder
Commissioner to the Presbytery. It was a meeting
filled with excitement, momentous decisions and a
time of celebration. We voted to dismiss First Presbyterian Church of Honolulu to a new denomination
– The Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians
that goes by the initials ECO. It was a decision with
heartfelt loss on both sides, yet affirmed by the commitment we have with one another to continue to
work together in mission. We will continue to host
their mission trips to Mexico and work on a broader
global basis through Compassion International and
the Hawaiian Island Ministry (HIM) conference. We
also voted on overtures sent to the Presbyteries, one
of which dealt with the language in our Directory
for Worship (part of our Book of Order) to change
the language about marriage from “man and
woman” to “two persons” which would give permission for pastors and churches to perform same gender marriages. Our Presbytery’s vote was no on this
overture. It will take 87 Presbytery votes to make
this change or to retain the current wording, which
is a simple majority. We also voted to support the
funding for a new church development in Vista that
will be reaching out to the multi-ethnic population
in which Grace Presbyterian Church ministers. We
spent time reviewing all the incredible things being
done for God’s kingdom in our region – a lot of
wonderful things are happening. Some of those celebrated “things” are happening at FPC. Our College
Ministry and the beginning of a Sunday night college worship service – Beacon – is a gift of good
news to our Presbytery.
I was wondering what the “good things” are
at FPC that need celebrating. We have heard a lot
about college ministry over the last few years, be-
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cause it has taken a lot of work and energy by people with a vision to begin something new that has
never been done – but what other blessings do we
see happening in our faith family and community?
How many times does the word go out that a family
is in need and people respond with meals brought to
the home? How many times is there an emergency
and someone needs to get to the doctor and one of
our “missionaries” hops in their car and provides
transportation? How many desperate people does
FPC come alongside and provide support and guidance through gifts of clothing, home furnishings,
money and prayerful companionship? How often do
people pick up the phone and check in on someone
facing a personal crisis? How many times has FPC
helped people move, and support people through
tough changes in their lives? How many hot dogs
have been cooked, cookies baked, quilts made, layettes donated, conversations of encouragement and
support spoken? So many blessings to be celebrated
by our community of faith.
Does this mean that everything is perfect and
that there are no challenges? Of course not – you
should see the financial state of our Presbytery –
yet, decisions continue to be made to make use of
what we have for the blessing of the community in
which God has placed us. FPC has to constantly discern how to use the gifts of people and money to be
a blessing to our community. We cannot do everything, yet we can gather all our resources to be
God’s blessing where we are called to serve. I
would encourage all of us to dream about what it
would mean to give ourselves in service to God
every day, in every way to bring God’s kingdom to
every neighborhood around our church. We need to
ask ourselves, “What gifts do I have to give and
then trust in God as we give?”

Shalom,
Chris
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WHILE PASTOR CHRIS IS ON STUDY
LEAVE, THE FOLLOWING WILL BE
OUR GUEST PREACHERS:
October 5 – Rev. Dr. Clark Cowden
October 12 – Rev. Ray Sparling
October 19 – Cara Ann Maeda
October 26 – Cara Ann Maeda

Holiday Mission Fair
November 2, after worship
We will again have crafts from developing
countries for sale, as well as people from
the various Mission Agencies we support,
here to tell us about what they are doing.

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


October 5. World Communion Sunday
Peacemaking Offering



October 11. Choir Retreat
Parents Night Out



October 19. 11am. All-church Baked Potato Lunch. Following Worship



November 2. Holiday Mission Fair. Following Worship
Daylight Savings Time ends



November 8. Habitat for Humanity house construction in Imperial Beach



November 11. Veterans Day. Office will be closed.



November 27-28. Thanksgiving Holiday. Office will be closed
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2014 Peacemaking Offering
World Communion Sunday—October 5
By Paula Carmack
The Presbyterian Peacemaking Program has published a Commitment to Peacemaking. Faith Missions
Committee and Peacemaking Committee have chosen recipients of our portion of the offering to support
two of the 9 points of the commitment.
* Community ministries--" to respond to people in the community who are caught in poverty, hurt by unemployment or burdened by other problems." To meet this commitment we will support Habitat for Humanity
with donations for the volunteers for the November Imperial Beach building site.
* Study and response to global issues--"to support human rights and economic justice efforts in at least one
area of the world, such as Central America, Southern Africa, the Middle East, East Asia, East Europe, or
Central Asia."
In response to this commitment, we have chosen to support the Churches For Middle East Peace
(CMEP). CMEP is a coalition of 25 national church denominations and organizations, including Catholic,
Orthodox and Protestant traditions. It works to encourage U.S. government policies that actively promote a
just, lasting and comprehensive resolution of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, ensuring security, human
rights, and religious freedom for all people of the region. Paula Carmack and Nancy Harber attended a
lecture by Warren Clark, a former ambassador to several different countries, who is the director of this organization. You can learn more about it at http://www.cmep.org. It is located in Wash. D.C. and issues
newsletters concerning up-to-date events: "National Briefings for Peace."
You may locate the "Doing Peacemaking" publication of the Presbyterian Church in our church library to
learn more about our commitment to peacemaking. Let us pray for the guidance of Jesus Christ, the
Prince of Peace.

MOM thanks all of you who donated backpacks and school supplies. We had
a wonderful response to this request.
If any of you belongs or knows someone who belongs to groups like Kiwanis,
Lions or Rotary please let me know so we can apply for “grants.”
A HEADS-UP. Christmas is coming!
We will be asking for toys for our toy stores.

Also, please think of us when you
move, downsize, or just need to clean
out. Mom is in constant need of
kitchen items and linens.
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

School started September 10. The children have been here
for a week and a half and they are settling into their daily routine. Of course there were tears, children and parents. Most
of that is over and the fun has begun. Even while crying, this
little boy wanted to know how to work a squirt bottle.
We have 4 new teachers and 2 returning teachers who
changed their job this year. Everyone is helping the new staff
settle in at CPP. At the same time the returning staff is learning new things from the “newbies.”

In the toddler class these two girls
found a common bond feeding their
babies.

In the oldest class, most of the children
have been here for at least a year and are
very comfortable in their new class.
“Dance Any Way You Want To” is a
fun silly dance using funny faces.

The art studio is always
a calming place even on
the first day of school!
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Youth and Family Ministries
Cara Ann Maeda

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT ~ In September we hosted an event for parents to drop off their children and
have 3 hours of babysitting. The children ranged in ages from 8 months to 9 years old! And there
were 24 children! It was quite a night, but we had many words of gratitude from the parents for a night
out. Our crew of volunteers did an AMAZING job (thank you!!!). We had families from our congregation, from the preschool, and from VBS join in.
In September, we closed the registration early…which means we can offer this to more families if we
have more help! Please sign up to volunteer at one of these events!
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WELCOME EMILIA!
The Faith Development and Nurture Committee has brought Emilia
Modrusan on board as the Sunday School Coordinator!
Emilia has grown up at Faith and is now in her second year of college at SDSU. She is majoring in Liberal Studies, to become an elementary school teacher. We are incredibly blessed to have her caring for our children and helping to set up the Sunday School!

SUNDAY SCHOOL ~ The fall quarter has kicked off and the children are starting out a fun curriculum, “Big Wave Discovery”! Each
week they are discovering more about God and doing beach themed
activities. A special thank you to our September teachers…Bonnie
Koehler (1st-5th), Emilia Modrusan (Preschool), and Janet Sansom
(Preschool).

UPCOMING EVENT:
Parent’s Night Out – Saturday, October 11th
5-8pm, all ages welcomed!
RSVP required
Volunteers needed
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By Cara Ann Maeda

HOW BEACON CAME TO BE…the vision of a college gathering at Faith was given many years ago.
People have been waiting for something like this to start but it seemed like the timing wasn’t right, that is,
until now! Over the summer, a few people said that they felt like the Lord was nudging us to move forward with a college service. So we started walking and talking. We knew we needed to find a music
leader that would be specifically for the college service. And we found one. We knew we needed to have
conversations with our staff and worship committee. And we did, with fruitful discussions coming from
those conversations.

WE KNEW WE HAD TO ADVERTISE in ways that students would respond. So we made banners, postcards, and got onto social media about the new gathering. All of the needs and logistics worked out. We
had the people needed to complete all of these pieces. We had the support of the leadership and no one
felt like they were pushing a personal agenda. This process happened fast but it seems to be God’s timing!
The image that kept coming for this new gathering was something with
light. A few people saw the image of a lighthouse. Then, the word
“Beacon” was suggested and everyone agreed! It fit the image perfectly…Faith Presbyterian Church was to be a BEACON to SDSU and
the community, bringing people to Jesus Christ!

On August 31st, a small group gathered to worship, pray,
and dream together. We shared ideas, drew out images, and
came up with great ideas. From there, we continued to meet
each Sunday, which gave us opportunities to learn together,
make mistakes, and eventually find the best structure for
this new gathering.
During that time we also got a banner out on the church corner, handed out hundreds of postcards, and held hot dog
stands to get the word out!
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MEET CLINT DELGADO!
The College Committee brought Clint on board to lead
the music for BEACON, the Sunday night college gathering. This 26 year old is currently a student at SDSU
studying Electrical Engineering. We got to know him
through InterVarsity, which he continues to participate
in as a student leader. He is a talented musician with a
heart focused on leading others to worship the Lord.
We are blessed that he is willing to serve and share his
gifts at Faith!

FINALLY, ON SEPTEMBER 21ST, we had our official
kick-off! We started our time with a free BBQ which
was a helpful way to get to know people and offer hospitality.
The gathering went well with a number of church members joining in and a few new students attending. A couple students came because they got a postcard on campus! And two other students came because we met them
at the hot dog stands! The outreaches work!!! More importantly, we had an opportunity to worship together and
build community. Praise the Lord!
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BEACON will continue through December 7th. We are excited to contribute to the Body of Christ in
this way and to build a firm foundation for this new addition to the life of our congregation. Please
continue to hold this gathering in your prayers, which includes praising the Lord!

Our hot dog stands continue to be a major outreach to the college students. Ice cold
watermelon slices were especially welcome in the sweltering summer heat.
Giving a cup of water to an intoxicated student can be incredibly important. At our
late night hot dog stand we had 400 people come by the church for free food and water between 10pm and 1am. Kevin prayed with a guy who hit rock bottom and ended
up on the church corner. That's why we stay up late...it's so worth it. All for the glory
of God!
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Congregational Life
The Tree of Life
DIRECTORY CHANGE
Jean Bruha — New address and phone no.
Contact the church office for details.

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
July

August

Budgeted:

$30,013

$30,013

Actual:

$26,301

$26,796

Shirley

Darlene

Deaths:
September 10 — Shirley Lochhead
September 19 — Darlene Johnson

WHAT DOES A DEACON DO?
By Fran Cass
As Moderator of the Faith Presbyterian Board of Deacons, I am often asked that very question.
There are many answers to that inquiry – in fact, with a Board of 18 members there are more than 18 answers! This month, I am sharing details about our Blood Bank outreach.
Lois Gage is our Blood Bank coordinator. Folks who make undesignated blood donations can ask
the San Diego Blood Bank for a donation gift card – and some dear souls turn those gift cards over to the
Deacons. Lois would love to pass those gift cards on to folks in need of a unit of blood.
Is there surgery in your future with a possible need for a blood transfusion? If so, give Lois a call –
she currently has one unit available for the “gifting.” Alternatively, are you a regular blood bank donor? If you have any extra donation cards, Lois would be thrilled to receive them!
If you would like more information, you are welcome to contact either Lois Gage, our Deacon coordinator, or Fran Cass, Moderator of the Board of Deacons. Either of us would love to hear from someone
in need of a pint!
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LOOKING FOR A WAY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH?
We are in need of volunteers for Sunday Mornings to help run the technical side of worship.
Are you hesitant to volunteer because of limited technical skills? Don’t give into fear! Kevin
Maeda would be your mentor -- and he is prepared to teach you the basics! Your assignment
can be as straight-forward as “hitting” a button to make slides “move” on the projector screens
– or Kevin can always find interesting sound work for gifted apprentices with advanced skills!

Won’t you contact Kevin Maeda and find out if YOU can be his
next assistant?!? His email address is in the Church Directory!

Hey, if I can do it…
anybody can!

Friday, October 10. 6 pm
All members of the congregation are invited!
The Martyns will answer the question “Where in the World is Slovenia?”
The program will follow our always delicious potluck dinner.
Sign up after church on Sundays.
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The Mustard Seed Board
How do you interact with the world around you? How do you connect Sunday worship service
to weekday community service? Do you feel a desire to help, but don’t know where?
The Church offers group events, such as the upcoming Habitat for Humanity day on Saturday,
November 8th. We also support many worthwhile organizations, both locally and globally,
through the Mission Committee. But maybe this isn’t for you. Busy that day. Can’t swing a
hammer. Don’t really like to help in a group setting. Want to be more hands-on than writing a
check. Just doesn’t float your boat. Whatever the reason, but still have a desire to help. Maybe
help on an individual level, or during a time that’s free. Can’t drive a nail, but can drive someone to the doctor, or help a local organization minister to the homeless.
The Mission Committee is launching the Mustard Seed Board as a means to connect needs for
help with the skills, desires, and times that people can offer. It works like this. There are two
cards. One is an “I Can” card. And it’s pretty much just that―it’s an offering of a talent, or of
a window of time you can “donate,” or any other support you can offer to the community. The
second card is a “Help Needed” card. It’s a request for help to meet a need.
The cards get posted on the Mustard Seed Board. On each card, you’ll see the heading “I Can”
or “Help Needed” with a one line summary below. Then the card is folded over to cover the
rest of the details; the who, what, when, where. Look at the board. If you see a “Help Needed”
that calls to you, unfold the card for details. Then do it. Likewise, if you see an “I Can” and
the summary is a need for you, pull the card for the details inside.
The Board will be launched in two steps. In the first, a table outside the Sanctuary will have “I
Can” and “Help Needed” cards, and a box. Please take a moment in consideration at the table.
Fill out a card and put it in the box. In the second step, several Sundays later, the cards will be
posted to the Mustard Seed Board and it will be displayed. Because some cards might have
very sensitive information, they will be vetted before they are posted―and no card will be
posted that shouldn’t be publically shown. Such cards will be handled privately.
If you have any questions, please contact Joe Huffaker or David Helkenn (please see in person).
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

The excessive heat has driven me to my backyard
in the late afternoon and early evening. It is lovely out
there as I watch the delicate leaves on my Jacaranda
tree and up at Marjorie’s the leaves on her Texas Umbrella Tree dancing in the wind against the evening
sky. The quiet is broken only by a yappy little dog
from time to time. I am filled with peace and joy.
Of late my thoughts during this peaceful time
have turned to the many areas in the world where there
is no peace, no quiet. Thinking of the destruction in
Gaza, of homes, shops, hospitals and schools, that according to those who have seen it, say it is indescribable. If this is true and I believe it is I’m guessing the
silence is now broken only by the constant weeping of
those who have survived.
From Gaza my thoughts move on to a film I recently watched about the plight of the Bedouins in Palestine. They have lived on the land for thousands of
years, moving their encampments to places where
there is water and fresh grassland. The Zionists are
now expanding the Jewish Settlements into areas of
their encampments. The huge caterpillars come knocking down and destroying their tents and all their belongs, Then the film showed the Israeli troops coming
in and dragging the Bedouins, literally dragging them,
from where they had lived and dump them into other
areas; one was immediately beside a garbage dump
used by a Settlement. I had to stop watching it. I
couldn’t believe the brutality.
Recently Nancy, Bonnie and I went to hear Theodosios, Greek Orthodox Archbishop of Jerusalem,
speak at the Community Center in La Mesa. It was a
fairly good-sized auditorium and most chairs were occupied. The largest group appeared to be Arab and
Arabic speaking. There was, however, also a small
group of Friars and nuns, some African Americans,
some of us Caucasians, and sitting in front of us was a
Jewish man, although the kippa (skull cap) he was
wearing was less than traditional, made of several colors with a flower on it. The bearded Archbishop was
very impressive, dressed in rich robes, with a tall head
-covering. His face for the most part looked sad and

contemplative; occasionally there was a fleeting smile
and from time to time he wiped away a tear. Nancy
downloaded his biography. It takes two pages to list
his education, the many things he is part of and has
accomplished.
He spoke in Arabic but stopped periodically for
the translators to catch us up. Often the clapping by
those around us who understood what he was saying
stopped him. Once he stopped to bring to the stage a
couple that told us of the kidnapping of two other
Bishops four months ago. Those Bishops have not
been heard from since. No one knows where they are
or if they are still alive.
If I remember correctly much of the first part of
his speech was to reinforce that in Palestine the Muslims and the Christian are one brotherhood. They are
one people. They are not separated by different faiths,
as both Muslims and Christians have their founding in
the same God and he went on to say, so do the Jews.
As religion is not an issue for them, “as the media
would have us believe,” Christians and Muslims stand
together to protect themselves from the brutality and
the hostile take-over of their land. An illustration of
this that we found particularly poignant was when he
told us that when several mosques were destroyed recently, Christians opened their churches so the Muslims would have a place to worship.
In the film about the Bedouins an English speaking woman being dragged away said, “I’m no longer
crying for the Bedouins, I’m crying for all those who
have lost their humanity.”
Myself, I’m praying that all those who have lost
their humanity will find it, cease the brutality, and live
according to the words in Deuteronomy 10:12
And now, Israel, what does the
LORD your God require of you,
but to fear the LORD your God, to
walk in all his ways, to love him,
to serve the LORD your God with
all your heart and with all your
soul.
Greek Orthodox Archbishop
of Jerusalem Theodosios
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Pew View

You are invited to a big party. Perhaps the invitation came as
a fancy card delivered by snail mail, or maybe by e-vite or by
Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint
personal word; however, you are invited. Please come, it will
be a big event.
Questions come to mind about such a big event where many people attend. Will I know anyone there?
Of course you will know some, but you will meet new people.
Do I have the right outfit to wear at this special party? You are important, clothes are incidental. People are important; you are one who will add to the party just by being there.
The account about a Great Feast comes to mind. Important people were invited: like bank presidents,
CEOs of international companies, and heads of state. All of these important people sent regrets. Some had
“other commitments,” some said responsibilities for business reasons, others replied about personal activities.
Then the Host sent word for all the people to come, any street people, whatever occupation, even the
unemployed. Disability was not a limitation. Some came with walkers or canes, others came with their service dogs-------and it was a grand feast!
And so we come to World Communion. All are welcome, for the invitation is for each of us as we join
in sharing at the Communion Table.
The First Sunday in October was designated as World Communion by one Presbyterian Church in
1933. A few years later, the national church adopted the designation. Other denominations followed. Since
then, the day is celebrated in small churches and large, with congregations of many and few, as all around the
globe reply to the invitation to the Feast. As one writer noted, “The invitation affirms the dignity and potential of all” persons.
The celebrations begin in Japan when we are asleep. Our friends Sahoko and Kazua come to mind; their
small church in Sapporo begins the celebration. Perhaps Sahoko is playing the service this Sunday. Celebrations continue around the globe. We are reminded: “We are One in the spirit, we are One in the Lord.”
One of God's gifts for us.

Prayers and Squares

by Joan Madler

THANK YOU FROM CHRISTINA WELLS:
Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer quilt for my daughter Becky.
It will surround her with prayers in her time of sadness and loneliness.
Her favorite flower was on the quilt, hydrangeas. It’s a God thing.
A REMINDER
We are chapter #52 in the International Organization of Prayers &
Squares. As such, we are supposed to follow 3 rules. They are:
1. Remember the Prayers & Squares motto: “It’s not about the quilt, it’s all about the prayers.” The purpose
of your ministry must be to promote an active prayer life among the participants, not just to make and give
away quilts. Strive to involve as many people as possible in your prayer efforts.
2. You must ASK before you give the gift of a prayer quilt; surprises are not appropriate. Ask if the person
to receive the quilt will accept your gift of prayer. Ask what they would like you to pray for. Ask what information about their situation may be shared with others.
3. Do not accept any form of payment for a prayer quilt; it is a gift of love and prayer, which cannot be
bought or sold. Those who request or receive prayer quilts must not be made to feel obligated to Prayers &
Squares in any way.
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Accompanist: Rhonda Fleming
Director of Youth, College and Family
Ministries: Cara Ann Maeda
Media Ministry Director: Kevin Maeda
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

“Live simply, love generously,
care deeply, speak kindly,
leave the rest to God.”
―attributed to Ronald Reagan

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:
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