Faith Presbyterian Church

Advent and Christmas at Faith
Faith Family News, a Monthly Newsletter

Sunday December 14 — 7:00 pm

Wednesdays
Dec. 3, 10, 17 — 7:00 pm

Sunday, December 21 — 6:00 pm
Followed by our famous chili dinner

5:30 pm—Family Service
6:15 pm—Fellowship/Coffee Time
7:30 pm—Traditional Service
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NOTE THESE
IMPORTANT DATES:

SERMONS AND
SCRIPTURE
READINGS

 December

3,10,17 — 7:00 pm
Advent Vesper Services

 December

5— 6:00 pm
All-church Christmas Dinner

 December

9— 11:30 am
Daytime Hot Dog Stand

 December

14— 7:00 pm
Annual Christmas Concert

 December

21— 6:00 pm
Christmas Caroling
24 — 5:30 & 7:30pm
Christmas Eve Services - with a
fellowship/coffee time at 6:15.
Office will close at noon

December 7 – “It’s Coming”
Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:1-8
When we enter the season of Advent there are
expectations about the season. What do we expect and what gift does God want to give this
season?

December 14 – “Pointing the Way”
Isaiah 6:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28
As we live into this Advent season, how do we
point the way for others to find God’s intent in
this blessed time.

 December

 December

25 — Office is closed

 December

31
Office closes at noon

 January

1— Office is closed

December 21 – “At Last!!!!”
Luke 1:46b-55, Romans 16:25-27
We hear from the mouth of Mary what God is
intending to make reality in our lives. We see
the purpose and direction of Jesus’ coming and
the transformation God intends. Praise be to
God!

Christmas Eve
December 24 – “A People of His Own”
Titus 2:11-14
We find our identity as Christians through our
relationship with the Jesus, whom God sent, to
show us who we are. We celebrate and remind
ourselves of this calling on this night of remembering the greatest story ever told.

December 28 – “The Rising and the Falling”
Luke 2:22-40, Galatians 4:4-7
We hear affirmed our new status as adopted
children, heirs of the kingdom who are followers of Jesus, who sends us out as light to the
world.

2

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker

Thanksgiving is now past and our minds
turn toward Christmas, yet, should we leave
Thanksgiving behind so quickly? Wonderful times
with relatives, meals shared in the company of
family and friends and time to focus on all the
blessings of life – love those turkey sandwiches.
How blessed we are! I would wish these experiences for everyone, but that is not realistic. Sitting
in the customer lounge at an auto dealership waiting for the shuttle to get back home I had a chance
to overhear several conversations about Thanksgiving plans as a loquacious employee asked many
customers their plans. More than half the respondents had less than joyful comments – “oh, I don’t
have family – I will just enjoy a quiet evening
alone” – “I am using my time off to visit my dad
who is dying of cancer” – “I am the black sheep of
the family, I don’t go, I just seem to always ruin
every family gathering” – “I don’t celebrate holidays.” How does one give thanks in the midst of
the reality of a broken world? So much just doesn’t
seem to be going well. Maybe the human reality of
Thanksgiving can give us some insight into what
Christmas is all about.
As we move through Advent toward
Christmas, we are given an opportunity to prepare
ourselves in a way that might help us get below the
surface of a more and more commercialized and
consumer driven season. Think of Mary and Joseph’s experience. We have a pretty good idea that
the birth of their first child – annunciations and all
– was not what we would call a blessing. You
know the story well – what a mess. Occupying
government “messing” with plans for a “normal”

home-based labor and delivery, surrounded by
family and village support systems. If ever there
was a situation to complain about: Terrible travel
situation physically and emotionally with a very
inhospitable birthplace and cranky people all
around. Thanksgiving and joy would be the expectations surrounding the birth of a first child, but
look what happened. How were mom and dad sustained in this time of challenge, as the little one
came into the world and spent the first couple of
days in a feeding trough for animals?
Thanksgiving and Christmas in the real
world are not what our society or culture would
have us believe. There is something deeper here;
something that points to a greater purpose than satisfying our need to have the perfect Thanksgiving
or Christmas. We are given an opportunity to see
God’s deeper purposes and character revealed.
This time of year is to remind us of God’s redeeming of relationships – with God and with each
other. It is seeing love enter our world in the midst
of all the tragic realities of human life and unmet
expectations. It is a chance to see hope, love, peace
and joy express itself in the unfolding of a world
that desperately needs a Savior. As believers of
this holy story, we have this occasion to see God at
work in the midst of grief, heartache, loss and
separation. Jesus was born to show us all that
God’s grace is sufficient for all things and that we
can have a joyful Christmas while living in the reality of everyday human experience – just like a
baby surrounded by loving parents – it’s all about
relationships. Take the time this season and be
with people whenever you can, showing the love
of Christ to all. Merry Christmas!!!!

Shalom,

Chris

The Thursday morning Bible Study will be starting a study of Paul’s letter to Rome. Romans is considered one of Paul’s greatest contributions to
the formation of Christianity and the church. This in-depth study will begin with an introduction to the letter and its context followed by the reading of Romans and discussion of its meaning and its impact on our daily
lives.
Come join us, starting December 4th, for this one hour class in Room 2 at 9:30am on Thursdays.
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By Carolyn Taxer
Thank you from MOM for the
toys that have been and will be
donated from members of
Faith. Many families will
come to shop at the Christmas
stores and get wonderful surprises for their children. You
have helped families to celebrate the holidays! Many
Thanks! Remember: You can
also donate money to MOM in
the name of someone as your
gift to them.

We need toys for newborns to 12 year-olds. Look for the Toy
Drive barrel in the narthex, or place on or around the card table.

The Holiday Mission Fair was a huge success thanks to all of you!
We took in a total of $3,213
Of that amount, $2,035 will go directly to the 11 Mission Groups who were listed on our “shopping list.”
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Christmas Joy Offering —December 21
This offering will be collected on Sunday, December 21 as one of four special offerings collected by the
General Assembly. The offering we collect will be distributed at the General Assembly level equally to the
Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions and to support student scholarships at Presbyterian-related
racial/ethnic schools and colleges. These schools include the Barber-Scotia College, Cook Native American Ministries, Knoxville College, Menaul School, Presbyterian Pan American School, and Stillman College.
Additionally, the Board of Pensions typically distributes funds to supplement incomes of Church pastors
and other church leaders, to give emergency assistance grants, and to provide housing supplements. This
portion of the offering is specifically designated to give help to retired individuals or those facing dire circumstances beyond the help their own congregation can give.
Whether providing financial assistance to current and former church workers and their families or providing opportunities for deserving students to attend Presbyterian-related racial/ethnic colleges and schools,
your generous gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering will shine the One True Light of Christ's love.

CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE FOR OUR PRESBYTERIAN URBAN MINISTRY (PUM)!
by Michelle Crownhart—PUM Chairperson
This year PUM has decided to try something new. They would like to pack a
bag that includes staples for several meals, not just one “traditional” meal, for
a family of four. So, no need for stuffing or mashed potato mix, etc. Instead
they are requesting:
 Canned fruit
 Canned vegetables
 Canned tuna or chicken
 Peanut Butter (plastic jar)
 Mac & Cheese
 Canned Stew or hearty soup
 Box of Cereal
 Canned Spaghetti Sauce

Dec. 7th is the deadline for dropping food off at the church.

Also, Faith Presbyterian will be adopting a family through PUM. If anyone would like to
help out, please give me a call. I have been given a list of suggestions for the family
and will be coordinating the delivery. Thank you all so much!
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Mission Memo

by David Helkenn

Praise to God! Thanks to your faithfulness with your pledges and your generosity, the Mission Committee
has made the following disbursements as a part of Faith’s mission effort. We believe you should know
where your donations go!
Dustin Ellington (Zambia) PC(U.S.A.) World Mission … $300
Easter Sunrise Service (Balboa Park) … $600
Habitat for Humanity San Diego sponsorship … $1,500
Military Outreach Ministry (MOM) … $3,000
Mission Yearbook of Prayer … $500
Presbyterian Urban Ministries (PUM) … $3,000
Golf for Good (PUM) … $500
Presbytery Shared Mission … $1,500
Theological Education (Scholarships) … $1,500
Tyler & Julie Lenocker Scholarship … $300
Wycliffe Bible Translators … $1,200
Total: $13,900

Notes:
1. In April, the Ruby Harris Memorial Fund took over the scholarship to the Lenockers for an additional
$900.
2. In 2015, Faith PC will be the host of the city-wide Easter sunrise service.
3. The Presbytery Shared Mission includes new church development and outreach within the Presbytery
of San Diego.
4. The grant to Theological Education goes to seminarians at Presbyterian seminaries in the form of student scholarships.
5. David and Silvia Riggs are involved in the translation of the Bible into the Zapotec language in Mexico, through their work with Wycliffe.
6. The Golf for Good gift served as “seed money” to help finance the PUM September golf tournament
to raise funds for PUM.
As you can see, the reach of your donations is not only local, but national and even international. We welcome your comments and suggestions. We want to know what you think regarding alternative organizations and gifts. Please contact Joe Huffaker, David Helkenn, Carolyn Taxer, Ann Ruppert, or Barbara
Williams, with your suggestions! Thank you!
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

We have such an inviting playground/nature
space that the bees in the neighborhood decided to take up residence in one of the irrigation boxes. The bees were quiet during the
hot weather but once the nip of fall came
they became very active.
A bee removal company came out to remove
the bees, hive, honey, and the queen. The
hive was removed on Friday and by Monday
the remaining bees were gone, looking for
another home.
He let us keep the honeycomb and honey to
show the children. This company does a bee
education for classrooms, which we will
schedule soon.

You may have noticed the beautiful fence
decorations on the playground. The children
have been weaving strips of colorful fabric
in the fence. This activity helps develop eye
-hand coordination, motor planning, and
creativity. It takes a great deal of concentration to manipulate the fabric in and out of
the holes in the chain links. When you add
in the wind factor it becomes even more
challenging.
These girls were talking about whose fabric
piece was longer; math development. They
were talking and giggling the whole time
demonstrating that the work of young children is fun!

The staff and children wish you a delicious and enjoyable Thanksgiving and a Blessed Christmas.
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Children, Youth, Family Ministries
Cara Ann Maeda

SUNDAY SCHOOL – Thank you to
our teachers who lovingly led our
children…Emilia Modrusan, Janet
Sansom, Rich Volkert, and Bonnie
Koehler!
The children are ending their fall
curriculum and will be moving into
the Advent season. All children will
be combined into one classroom
through Epiphany Sunday.

PARENT’S DAY OUT!!
Saturday, December 13th, 9:00am to 1:00pm
Open to all ages! Hosted by and held at Faith Presbyterian
Age Group & Ratio of Adults to Children:
Under 2 Years Old – 2:1 ratio
2-5 Year Olds – 3:1 ratio
5 Years Old and Older – 4:1 ratio


Throughout the time together, the children will stay in their age groups and have age-appropriate
activities.



Lunch will be provided and the menu communicated beforehand.



Suggested donation is $5 per child.



RSVP required by Sunday, December 7th to Cara Ann Maeda or on the church website.



Space is limited so sign up early!



The purpose of this event is to simply support our Faith Family, Preschool Families, and Community!

OTHER UPCOMING EVENTS
Christmas Eve Services
The 5:30pm service will be designed for families with young children and it will encourage participation from all ages.
During the 7:30pm service, there will be an optional activity space for children to attend while parents sit in the worship service. There will be supervised activities and games for the children to
enjoy and we will meet up with parents during the candlelight portion of the service.
Sunday, December 28th – Happy Birthday Jesus Party after worship service. The Sunday School will
be hosting the fellowship time and we will throw a special party honoring Jesus!
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By Cara Ann Maeda

BEACON – Every Sunday night a group has gathered to worship the Lord, engage and learn from God’s
Word, and build community. This is a growing group and an incredible addition to the worshipping
community of Faith!

COLLEGE MINISTRY LEADERS GATHERING – At the end of October, about 14 different ministries
gathered together for lunch. Faith hosted, a staff person from InterVarsity led the devotions, and staff
from College Avenue Baptist Church led the music for worship. It was a refreshing time of building
up the Body of Christ!

DAYTIME HOT DOG STAND – We met 73 people in our neighborhood…those are people we would
probably not meet on a Sunday morning. And yet we are building relationships. We are creating opportunities for more conversations. We are building credibility in a culture where the Church is being
marginalized. It’s an incredible opportunity. Come join in!
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TRUNK OR TREAT – This was a joint-ministry event with many people helping! This was also done
in partnership with the United Fraternity and Sorority Council of SDSU. We had a number of preschool and community families attend. And it was A LOT of fun!!

UPCOMING EVENTS
Last Beacon of this semester – December 7th
Daytime Hot Dog Stand – Tuesday, December 9th. Meet at 11am, stand opens at 11:30am.
Be sure to watch the Sunday morning bulletin for more info or for additional events!
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Congregational Life
The Tree of Life
DIRECTORY CHANGES:
Betty Birdsell — new mailing address
Clyde Barfield — new address through January
Jean Bruha — new address
Please call the church office for details.

Chuck

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges

Death:

September
Budgeted: $30,013

October
$30,013

Actual:

$42,773

$23,857

2014 Pledges
On November 16th — Stewardship Sunday —
we received 58 pledges and we thank you!
If you have not yet turned in your pledge,
you can still put it in the offering plate on
Sunday morning or mail it (or hand deliver it)
to the church office.
Every pledge is important! Remember that it
is through these pledges that the next year’s
budget is created.

November 18 — Charles (Chuck) Messervé

Pledge Envelopes and
Year End Contribution Statements
The Offering Envelopes for 2015 will be available
at church on Sunday, December 28, 2014. Please
be sure you look at your new envelopes. You
will probably have a new number. Please do not
use 2014 envelopes in 2015, as that will be confusing to the money counters and the record keeper.
If you have leftover envelopes for 2014, you may
donate them to Kathy Baldwin in the Pre-School
Office. She has a use for them. Please note that
the amount of Per Capita is listed on the envelope
box flap. If you do not need to use envelopes for
your offering, please let Beverly Martyn know by
December 14.
Annual Contribution Statements for 2014 should
be available on or before January 18, 2015. For
any other questions also contact Beverly Martyn.
11

WHAT DOES A DEACON DO??!!??
By Fran Cass,
Moderator, Faith Presbyterian Board of Deacons
This month I am sharing another way Deacons serve here at Faith Presbyterian. Last month I highlighted the special privilege we claim in the preparation of the Lord’s Table for Communion Sundays.
Well, there is another important table prepared by the Board of Deacons – we call it the “Labor of Love”
and it is well named.
As one of our largest committees, the members stand by to provide a cookie reception whenever a
Memorial Service is conducted at Faith Pres. I say it is well named because the cookie reception is a gift to
the family. It immediately follows the memorial service and relieves the grieving family members from the
burden of offering hospitality to their many guests and loved ones.
It is a point of honor that the Labor of Love’s cookie reception is built on homemade cookies. I am
sure you already know what fabulous cooks we have in our Faith community ― and for the cookie reception, they bring out their very best! Plus, the service is gracious with punch bowls and lace table cloths – all
in an effort to provide a warm assurance of love and caring during very difficult times.
Our Deacons shy away from adulation – and there are more than a dozen who have faithfully answered
the call in the past year ― so I won’t name names. But it is important for you to know this: their act of
service is truly a labor of love. For countless mourners, it has been a reflection of the loving touch of our
Lord. I say: blessings to them all!

Prayers & Squares
Dear “Prayers & Squares” Saints,
This beautiful quilt that you created
for me brings me such joy and
warmth. I praise the Lord for your
gift of love and your healing
prayers. May God bless you, you
talented Saints. Thank you from the
bottom of my heart .
Sincerely,
Marion Messervé

Help decorate the sanctuary for our
Christmas services. You may take
your plant(s) home after the traditional
Christmas Eve Service.
The last day to order is Dec. 7.
Be sure to write “poinsettia” on the
memo line of your check. Order forms
are available in the Sunday bulletins.
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All Church Christmas Dinner

Come and share

Friday, December 5



A terrific meal



Fellowship



Joy of Christmas Season

6:00-9:00pm

Four-Course Menu Catered by Joe Huffaker
Includes a choice of entrees
and a choice of dessert
Dinner followed by a Christmas Sing-along led by Accordionist Gloria Ensign

Reservations taken until December 2
Transportation and Child Care available upon request
Sponsored by Catamaran Mariners

2015 Calendars
Have an extra?
Leave it on the table in the library.
Need a calendar?
Pick one up in the library.

From the Deacons
The birthday celebrations in December are:
Bob Arthur—Dec. 6

Mikel Taxer—Dec. 20

Laura Dutton—Dec. 12

Marie Duffield—Dec. 25
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
By Joan Madler

I received the following in a Christmas card some
years ago. It is titled, My Christmas Card List:
There is a list of folks I know
All written in a book,
And every year at Christmas time
I go and take a look.
And that is when I realize that
These names are a part
Not of the book they’re written in
But of my very heart.
For each name stands for someone
Who has touched my life sometime
And in that meeting they’ve become
The “Rhythm of the Rhyme”
I really feel I am composed
of each remembered name.
And while you may not be aware,
Of feeling quite the same
My life is so much better
Than it was before you came.
For once you have known someone
The years can not erase
The memory of a pleasant word
Or of a friendly face.
So never think my Christmas cards
Are just a mere routine
Of names upon a list,
Forgotten in between.
For when I send a Christmas card
That is addressed to you
It is because you’re on that list of folks I’m
indebted to.
And whether I’ve known you
For many years or few,
In some way you have had a part
In shaping things I do.

So every year when Christmas comes
I just realize anew
The biggest gift that God can give
Is having friends like you.
Somehow with all the new electronic ways of communicating, Christmas Cards and the Christmas letter that I’ve written for as long as I can remember
seem to have lost some of their importance. I still
send a few cards and letters but it is a shortened version of the letter. Most of the folks get it as an email,
especially my relatives who now spend at least a
portion of the winter as snowbirds.
Over the years I’ve saved copies of the letters and I
thought it would be fun to go back in time and read
what was important in my life in the earlier years.
Although I have searched the house I guess I’ve put
them in a very safe place, as I cannot find them.
However starting in 1999, with a computer in the
house, I saved the letters on it. The big event that
year was Matora and Keith’s wedding. What fun to
revisit the joy of that event. The beginning sentence
for 2000 was this: With time being so elusive it
seems like only yesterday that Y2K was on everyone's lips and at the same time is seems like eons
ago. I had to “Google” Y2K as I couldn’t even remember what it was. In 2001 I included pictures of
myself with some of the grandchildren and so the
letters went.
After reading this poem I think I’ll revisit my thinking about Christmas Cards this year. I think it is time
once again to let people know that they are not only
names written on a list in a book but their names are
written in my heart; that my life is so much better
with them in it; that I haven’t forgotten the memory
of pleasant conversations and friendly faces and that
truly, besides the gift of his Son, God’s greatest gifts
are the wonderful family he placed me in and having
wonderful friends like you that are part of my life.
(Reflections Continued next page:)
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Reflections Continued:
I recently read this Summary of Happiness
and Joy:
Happiness…Is temporary, Is self-centered (such
as, success) Resides in the limbic system of the
brain, which controls functions like emotion,
behavior, motivation and long-term memory, Is
eating cookies
Joy…Lingers, Comes from connections with
others (such as, tears of joy over the rescue of a
lost child) Resides in the left pre-frontal cortex
of the brain, which is involved in complex cognitive behavior, personality expression, decision
-making, and social behavior. Is sharing cookies with a friend. Consider this…Joy is increased by spreading it to others. ~ Robert
Murray McCheyne. Happiness is a personal experience but joy is a shared experience.
May this Christmas bring you the gift of much
Joy and be sure to spread it!!
Matthew 2:10 When the shepherds saw the
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy.

Prison Ministry
When you are making your list of
folks you will be sending Christmas cards,
be sure to put Jim Simonton's name on it.
His cell number has changed since the
Church Directory was published. It is now
B2-206.
If you would like to include a monetary
gift, make out a check to Faith Presbyterian Church, Deacon Fund and in the
memo space write - Prison Ministry.
These funds will allow Jim to order books,
food items, CD's and other things when
the Prison Ministry Deacon places an order for him.

Pew View

Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint
HAPPY NEW YEAR !!!
No, you have not missed December 25.
Pew View reminds us The Church Year begins with Advent.
One year ends; a new one begins. At the close of
a time or commitment, looking back at the good
prompts smiles and thanks. Looking ahead to new
times — a New Year begins with new and different
activities and connections. Advent is a time for planning to meet unknown and new activities and connections; some of these will be challenging. Advent gives
us more than three weeks to plan for these challenges.
For some, the challenges are shopping; gatherings of
family and friends; and, of course, selecting significant gifts for special people in our lives. For some
others, Advent is a time to clear the rubble and confusion in heads and living space to open a place for the
Child in the Manger.
Advent shares a common word root with adventure. Facing an adventure can be exciting, but also,
uncertainties about persons and situations ahead. Adventure awaits us each day: "What will the day
bring?" "Who will I meet?" "What can I do with the
gift of this day?"
An invitation rang out across the hills near Bethlehem for a group of hard working shepherds. A savior had been promised long ago. Luke tells of a Star
and an angelic choir singing --"Glory to God in the Highest and Peace on Earth."
Perhaps the shepherds wondered, "What will
this adventure mean?" "Who will I meet ?" "What
can I do with the gift God has sent?"
The Star still shines, choirs still sing of the Glory
of God. Shepherds and others still travel to the Manger. Questions continue to come "What will I find?"
"What can I do with this gift God sent to me?"
Let us join with the shepherds and others in
the journey to Bethlehem to "see this thing that has
come to pass."
COME LET US ADORE HIM
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
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Jesus did not come to make
God’s love possible, but to
make God’s love visible
- Author Unknown

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT MONTH:

