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7:30 pm—Traditional Service
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
December 6 – “God Is Coming - Ready or Not”
Malachi 3:1-4, Luke 3:1-6
Christmas is on its way – this is always a mixed blessing – joyful times and stressful times.
Are we ready for God to show up?
December 13 – Mary Beck preaching
December 20 – “The Time Has Come”
Micah 5:2-5a, Luke 1:39-55
Words of hope shape people’s expectations of who Jesus will be. Words of hope shape our
holy season of Christmas. How will you describe the time that is to come?

Christmas Eve

December 24 – “Vain Expectations and True Hope”
Isaiah 52:7-10, Luke 2:1-14
We live in a time that promises a better life, a better everything. The promises fulfilled long
ago far exceed any promises realized in our own lives. Christ has come – glory to God in the
highest.
December 27 - Guest Minister

NOTE THESE
IMPORTANT DATES:
 December

2, 9,16 — 7:00 pm Advent Vesper Services

 December

4,11,18 — 6:00 pm Faith Family Advent Nights

 December

6 — 11:30 a.m. Christmas Craft Studio

 December

10 — 11:30 am Daytime Hot Dog Stand

 December

13 — 7:00 pm Annual Christmas Concert

 December

14 — Deadline for next month’s newsletter

 December

14,15 — 9:00 a.m. Coffee Stand

 December

20— 6:00 pm Christmas Caroling, followed by chili dinner

 December

24 — 5:30 & 7:30pm Christmas Eve Services - with a fellowship/coffee time at
6:15. Office will close at noon.

 December

25 — Office is closed

 December

31 Office closes at noon.

 January

1— Office is closed
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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker

It is obvious that Christmas is just around
the corner. We have been walking through our
daily routines with the insertion of the “holiday”
symbols and the consumer marketing blasting
from everywhere. It is interesting to see old commercials be recycled, new commercials aired and
the amazing competition to capture our attention
and get our “I want it” juices going – capitalism
at its best and worst.
I have to confess that
I get a little teary eyed at
some of the beautiful story
lines and depictions of the
special joys surrounding this
holy season. It is a little
shocking to see the various
items being promoted by
these heart-warming scenes –
usually something to do with
little kids, puppies and
scenes of nature and beer, the
newest violent video game or
a purse. I am such a sap. Do you have a favorite
commercial that gets you all choked-up? Let me
know what it is.
When I was in seminary I took on an extra job at Gallup Research in Princeton and recorded prime time commercials and drove into
Philadelphia around midnight to drop off the information that would then be used to call people
the next day and see if they remembered the
commercial and what product it was promoting.
I remember asking Gallup what they discovered
and it was a mixed bag – the commercials that
went for the sentimental resulted in fewer people
remembering the product, but those that did usually sought out that product and purchased it.
Open up someone’s heart and you get results.
I believe there is this play between the
sacred and the secular in these commercials and
the commercials that can make a smooth transition or connection with their product get more

for their efforts. This holy season has the ability
to draw our hearts to the sacred – there is an expectation that this will be a time when we can
enter into the reality of how the world could be,
to bring joy, peace, hope and love to all people.
People from all walks of life feel the pull to enter
into a more holy place, with expectations of life
being different than the everyday grind. What is
it about seeing the overwhelming beauty of nature or the open display of love and caring and
forgiveness that beckons us to see this time as
sacred. I love this time when we become sensitive to the gifts of the sacred
and find the ability to look
more kindly (not on Black
Friday of course) on others
and look for people treating
one another as God intended
when he sent his son, Jesus,
our Savior.
How can we let the
sacredness of this season fill
all of our life – not just during Advent and Christmas,
but all year long? I would
love to be able to edit all the
commercials to stop just before the product is
presented; to be able to hear and see the sacred,
and in that moment be challenged to see it everywhere and every when. Do we allow a sunset to
show us God? Do we allow the wind in the trees
to speak to us of God’s amazing creation? Do we
watch the interplay between people who love
each other to show us what God’s purposes are?
Can we reclaim the sacred nature of this holy
season and know once again of God’s profound
love for us all? Can we let the consumeristic,
secular spin on this season go its own way, while
we, with great hopefulness see, hear and experience the very nature of God?
Martha and I pray God’s richest blessings
on all in this sacred season.

Merry Christmas,
Chris and Martha
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By Carolyn Taxer
Many military families will come to “shop”
at the Christmas stores and get wonderful
surprises for their children. Your generosity helps these families who sacrifice so
much for us. Remember: You can also donate money to MOM in the name of someone as your gift to them.
We need toys for newborns to 14 year-olds.
Look for the Toy Drive barrel in the narthex, or place on or around the card table.
nearby.

CHRISTMAS FOOD DRIVE FOR PUM!
Our responsibility this year is for 200 packages of
dried spaghetti.
Dec. 6th is the deadline.

This year Faith Pres will again be sponsoring a family for Christmas.
We've been assigned a family from Sudan, which includes
four children ages 17, 15, 10 and 5.
We would love to have donations for all six in the family,
plus a tree.
We will have the pleasure of delivering everything to PUM
and meet the family the week of Dec. 13th.
If you would like to help in any way, please contact
Michelle Crownhart.

4

Christmas Joy Offering

by Joe Huffaker

Scripture tells us that we as Christians are the body of Christ; individual members functioning separately but together for the well-being of the whole. We
as Presbyterians call ourselves a connectional church because we are intentional about sticking together. One dramatic way in which we connect is by
giving to the Christmas Joy Offering.
This offering will be collected on Sunday, December 20 as one of four
special offerings collected by the General Assembly. A gift to the Christmas
Joy Offering helps provide financial assistance to current and former church
workers and their families and also enables deserving students to attend Presbyterian-related racial ethnic colleges and schools.

This year there are three easy ways to give:
·
Through our collected offering during Service on December 20
·
Text JOY to 20222 for a $10 donation
·
Visit www.presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy

The Holiday Mission Fair was a huge success thanks to all of you!
We took in a total of $3579.60 (which includes outright donations as well as purchases of crafts).
This is several hundred dollars more than last year, which is great!!! Many thanks to everyone who
made this possible.

Mission Memo

by David Helkenn
Because of your generosity and faithfulness in your financial support of Faith Presbyterian Church, the
Mission Committee was able to support the organizations listed below. Notice, some are local. Others are
national and even international. These gifts do not count any Special Offerings such as the One Great
Hour of Sharing, Pentecost, or the Global Witness (Peacemaking) Offerings. These three Special Offerings amounted to over $6,500! Notice too, that the gifts to MOM and PUM amount to over 53% of the
Mission Budget.
$1,350 Presbytery Shared Mission

Supports the Presbytery’s local mission projects

$1,200 Theological Education

PC(USA) Seminary Scholarships

$1,200 Wycliffe Bible Translators

David & Silvia Riggs Zapatec Bible Translation

$3,000 Presbyterian Urban Ministries San Diego Social Service Agency
$300 Pastor's Emergency Fund

Pastor’s Discretionary Financial Assistance

$460 Discretionary

Mission Committee’s Discretionary Funds supported the
PUM “Golf for Good” fund raiser, and Intervarsity Conference Scholarships.

$750 Balboa Park’s Easter Sunrise
Service

City-wide Outreach

$3,000 Military Outreach Ministries

Assists Military Enlisted Ranks E-5 or lower

$11,260 Total as of October 31, 2015 THANK YOU!
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

While having fun building with blocks, children are constructing
their own foundation for a lifetime of learning. Many types of learning take place in block play. Each time a child begins construction
they start with the acquired knowledge that came from all their previous experiences with blocks. Children use the beginning reading
skill of shape recognition as they choose which blocks to use. They
experience the scientific concept of gravity each time the blocks tumble down. With input and encouragement from teachers the children
figure out how to build a stronger foundation to support their tall
structures.

Block play encourages children to
work cooperatively and use their
imaginations. Frequently they add
additional items to their structures
like animals, people, cars, tiles, jewels, and CDs, using the math skill of
sorting. All this and it is fun too!
The children in the M-W-F Bee
class started the creation and left it
up for the T-TH class to add to it.

Thank you to Prayers and Squares for donating fabric scraps to the preschool. The art studio teachers
greatly appreciate the materials. The children made a thank you collage for the quilters.

I look forward to reading the Christmas
story to each class during the month of
December. In the Sunflower class the
children decided to decorate Mrs. Ball
like a Christmas tree. They wanted to
put a star on the top but it wouldn’t stay
on her head. The children found a way
to secure the star; can you find it?

The staff and children wish you a delicious and enjoyable Thanksgiving and a Blessed Christmas.
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Sunday School Happenings

by Emilia Modrušan

This past month, the children have finished the unit on God’s big promises, learning about Abraham and
Sarah and Isaac and Rebekah. We have begun the last unit before Advent, which is “Blessings and Birthrights,” and is all about Jacob and Esau. Next month we will begin our Advent curriculum. Our amazing
volunteers have been Carolyn Taxer and Bonnie Koehler.
Below are pictures of the kids enjoying snack, books, and choosing prizes out of the birthday box!

The kids made placemats for Thanksgiving:
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Youth and Family Ministries by Sarah Scardino
We had a fun time on Veterans Day playing together and packing boxes for Operation Christmas
Child. Thank you so much to all who donated shoe boxes and gifts for the boxes.
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Faith Family Advent Nights
As a family, experience the Hope, Peace, and Joy of the Advent Season
as we prepare for Christmas together.
December 4: What are you Hoping for?
Bring a photo of a family holiday memory.
December 11: Praying for Peace
Wear your favorite Christmas sweater.
December 18: Finding Joy
Bring cookies for our cookie exchange!
(Peanut free please!)
6-8pm, Dinner provided

Christmas Craft Studio

December 6. 11:30-3

Create crafts that will make wonderful
gifts to give to grandparents, teachers
and friends this Christmas!
Painted Coffee Mugs
Suggested donation $1
Chunk Candles
Suggested donation $3
Chef’s Companion Trio of steak rub,
marinade mix, and ketchup enhancer
Suggested donation $5
Plus! Fun open art table of Christmas
themed crafts for the kids!
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TRUNK OR TREAT – held October 31 in the church parking lot.
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Congregational Life
DIRECTORY CHANGE:
Genelle Scott
New address and phone number
Please call the church office for details.
Help decorate the sanctuary for our
Christmas services. You may take your
plant(s) home after the traditional Christmas Eve Service.

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges

The last day to order is Dec. 6.
September
Budgeted: $29,167

October
$29,167

Actual:

$34,473

$28,009

2016 Pledges
On November 15th — Stewardship Sunday —
we received 58 pledges and we thank you!
If you have not yet turned in your pledge,
you can still put it in the offering plate on
Sunday morning or mail it (or hand deliver it)
to the church office.
Every pledge is important!
Remember that it is through these pledges
that the next year’s budget is created.

2016 Per Capita
The Per Capita amount for 2016 is
$32.08 per member.

Be sure to write “poinsettia” on the memo
line of your check. Order forms are available in the Sunday bulletins.

Do you have a special nativity you would
like to share with our church family?
On Dec. 20th you are invited to bring a crèche that
is unusual or has significant meaning to you.
Display tables will be available in Faith Family
Center.
If you wish to participate, please pick up a form
from Carla Euliss or Barb Stevenson on Dec 6th or
13th.

Pledge Envelopes and
Year End Contribution Statements
New envelopes for 2016 contributions will be
available on December 27. Contribution
statements for 2015 giving will be available on
or about January 17, 2016. Pledge forms for
2016 are still available in the office. If you
have questions about either envelopes or
statements, please contact Beverly Martyn.
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by Joan Madler
It has recently come to my attention that there is some confusion as to what happens to the quilt after
the ties have been knotted and prayers said. Once upon a time I use to trim the ties to one inch and make sure
most of the ties had knots, then give it to the person who requested it. I no longer do this. Several folks asked
me not to trim the ties so that they would be left long in case family and friends of the quilt receiver wish to
tie a knot and say a prayer. So, I have ceased doing it altogether. It is now the responsibility of the person
who requested the quilt to take it home and trim the knots if desired, tie more knots or leave the ties long. I
have also heard from folks who have had their quilts with them in a care facility. The caregivers would then
tie a knot and say a prayer. The quilts can then keep the prayers coming!!

Words of thanks:
From Ellie Glasson: “Such a beautiful quilt, I don’t deserve it! But I like it and am glad it’s mine. A big
Thank you to all involved.”
From Elsie Harber: “Although I snuggle in the warmth of your quilt every day, I am just now acknowledging
your thoughtful gift. It reminds me to say my prayers of gratitude morning and evening for the nimble fingers
and the creative design and the vibrant colors that enliven my bedroom – colors that match the seat cushion
of the chair my visitors occupy. I have been coping with myasthenia gravis, a serious muscle disease, for six
months now and have experienced some improvement although there is a distance to go.
My sister-in-law, Nancy, has offered a listening ear and wise counsel. I am grateful to her and to all who
have remembered me, especially those in the faith (Faith) community.”

2016 Calendars
Have an extra?
Leave it on the table in the library.
Need a calendar?
Pick one up in the library.

From the Deacons
The birthday celebrations in December are:
Bob Arthur—Dec. 6

Mikel Taxer—Dec. 20

Laura Dutton—Dec. 12

Marie Duffield—Dec. 25
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Sponsored by the Faith Board of Deacons, the luncheon was held on Nov.14.
It was a chance to renew old friendships and share memories.
Photography: Ruth Morrison
Transportation provided by:
Gloria Seymour, Joan Madler, Ruthe Anne Christ, Paula Carmack, Marian Abbott, Irene Elder, Mary Beck, Dora McCann, Eileen Orton.
The afternoon (enjoyed by 25 ladies) included a robust sing-along of favorite
hymns selected by the ladies from a custom "Hymn Menu" created by Cynthia
Hatfield and played by Carla Euliss.

Coordination and table
decorations: Mary Beck

Crafts and gift bags: Jill Gustafson
Betsy did an awesome job of projecting words to the music on the
screen so everyone could follow
along.

Thanks to the people who helped plan, prepare, and serve lunch: Judy and Jason Lafferty, Nancy Harber,
and deacons Joan Madler, Paula Carmack, Dora McCann, and Irene Elder . Robin and Jason did an
amazing job of making sure the room set up was perfect. Even down to providing the ladies with our most
cushy folding chairs — four hours is a long time to sit!
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
By Joan Madler

After rereading December Reflections from
former years I discovered that I often started off by
bemoaning the fact that radio stations were playing
“Christmas” music in early Nov – sometimes before
Halloween. Not so this year; it is the middle of Nov
and I just heard my first carol today. It was actually
a blessing as it was a carol I had never heard before
about our Savior’s birth. With so many horrific
events in the news it was heartening to be reminded
that yes, a Savoir was born and his name shall be
called Wonderful Counselor, King of Kings.
One of my favorite events in December as
both a parent and teacher’s aide were the school
Christmas concerts. Hopefully there are still concerts
in San Diego city schools at this time of year, perhaps under new names. I do know they have one at
the Surry Village Charter School and this year I will
be there for the big event. In the past I have always
been amazed at the music the kids had learned. As in
the following story each class did a couple of numbers and a small band of students played several
songs on their instruments. The songs would be classified as winter songs but it was still great to see
them all dressed up and do such a good job. The hall
is always packed with family members and there are
cookies and punch afterwards, just as I remember
from days of yore.
I’m not sure where I got the following story
but I bet all of you parents can relate, especially to
the opening paragraph!

The “W” in Christmas
Each December, I vowed that Christmas
would be a calm and peaceful experience. I cut back
on nonessential obligations: extensive card writing,
endless baking, decorating, and even over-spending.
Yet still, I found myself exhausted, unable to appreciate the precious family moments, and of course,
the true meaning of Christmas.

The year my son Nicholas was in kindergarten the Christmas season was an especially exciting
time for a six-year-old. For weeks, he’d been memorizing songs for his school’s “Winter Pageant.” I
didn’t have the heart to tell him I’d be working the
night of the production. However I was unwilling to
miss his shining moment, so I spoke with his teacher.
She assured me there would be a dress rehearsal the morning of the Pageant. All parents who
were unable to attend that evening were welcome to
come to it. Fortunately Nicholas seemed happy with
the compromise.
So, the morning of the dress rehearsal, I filed
in ten minutes early and found a spot on the floor to
sit. Then each class, accompanied by their teacher
came in and also sat cross-legged on the floor of the
cafeteria. One by one they rose to perform their
song.
Because the public school system had long
stopped referring to the holiday as “Christmas,” I
didn’t expect anything other than songs of reindeer
and Santa Claus, snow flakes, and good cheer. So,
when my son’s class rose to sing “Christmas Love,”
I was slightly taken aback by its bold title.
Nicholas was aglow as were all of his classmates, adorned in fuzzy mittens, red sweaters and
bright snowcaps upon their heads. Those in the
front-row-center held up large letters, one by one to
spell out the title of the song. As the class would sing
“C is for Christmas” a child would hold up the letter
C and so on until each child holding his portion had
presented the complete message, “Christmas Love.”
The performance was going smoothly, until
suddenly, we noticed a small, quiet girl in the front
row holding the letter “M” upside down, totally unaware her letter M appeared as a W. The other children began to snicker at this mistake, but she had no
idea they were laughing at her. Although many
teachers tried to shush the snickering children the
laughter continued until the last letter was raised
and we all saw it together.
(Continued)
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A hush came over the audience and in that instant, we understood the reason we were there. Why, even in
the chaos, there was a purpose for our festivities.
For when the last letter was held high, the message read loud and clear: “CHRISTWAS LOVE.”
AND I BELIEVE, HE STILL IS.
Author Unknown
John 3:16
For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

Pew View

Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint
Darkness settles across the earth; at this time of year darkness comes
early. We wait for light enough to see ahead, assured of a safe road for travel.
It is Advent. What can we expect in the days of waiting? We wait for the traffic
signal — for the timer to sound — for varnish to dry — for good news of the lab
report — for dawn to come. During more than twenty days of Advent, we wait
for Christmas and celebrate. As we wait, we plan and prepare.
Advent, coming at the darkest time of the year, is a season for waiting and planning. In the church
calendar, Advent marks the beginning of the new year — the days preparing for Christmas Day in celebration of the birth of the Christ Child. Contemporary culture fills schedules with shopping, parties, and
planning trips and social events. From the prophets of old, we know about the expected Messiah; we
wait.
The shepherds, knowing of the prophecy, had expected the Messiah to come for many years. Now
they watched their flocks during the dark of night even as they waited for the dawn of a new day. Luke
tells us: at first they were frightened, then assured when the angel said, “Don't be afraid. I am here with
good news for you, which will bring great joy to all the people, This very day, your Savior is born in
Bethlehem.”
The familiar story continues and tells of the shepherds’ trip to Bethlehem to see this news which
has come to pass. They told what the angel said about the Child. Those who heard it were amazed. The
shepherds returned to their flocks singing praises to God for all they had heard and seen.
Like shepherds, we wait for the dawn of a new day, trusting in the promise of the Christ. Like the
shepherds, let us return to whatever our flocks might be and praise God for all He has done assuring us of
a safe road for our journey.
O COME, LET US ADORE HIM

Prison Ministry:

When you are making your list of folks you will be sending Christmas cards,
be sure to put Jim Simonton's name on it.
If you would like to include a monetary gift, make out a check to Faith Presbyterian Church, Deacon
Fund and in the memo space write - Prison Ministry. These funds will allow Jim to order books, food
items, CD's and other things when the Prison Ministry Deacon places an order for him.
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Accompanist: Rhonda Fleming
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Youth and Family: Sarah Scardino and
Emilia Modrušan
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

Be kind whenever possible.
It is always possible.
- Dalai Lama

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT MONTH:

