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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker
I have recently picked up a book
(electronically) recommended by a friend whose
church is similar to ours and facing the reality of a
shrinking participation in the church’s life. The book
is entitled, “Churchless; Understanding Today’s
Unchurched and How to Connect with Them,” by
David Kinnaman. The author not only explores new
ways to communicate with people, but why this is necessary.
As I was reading the book I was encouraged
by the comments made about the differences between
older generations and the new generations. I recognized very quickly that I am part of the older generation who is trying to understand the newer generations.
One insight into the younger generations that seemed
“spot on” was the description of church attendance:
“Many of those who love their church and are committed Christians now see themselves as “regular” attendees if they come once every four to six weeks.”
“…families are under enormous pressure of activity,
busyness and distraction. Between school-based programs, and extracurricular activities, many kids (and
their minivan-driving parents) are on the go seven
days a week. Add in mom’s online class to finish a
degree and dad’s out-of-state travel for work, and
you’ve got intense competition for that family’s time
and engagement.” He goes on to say, “The insanely
busy family schedule is creating a whole new species
of well-meaning but less-committed churchgoers.
They are almost churchless, not because they intend to
be, but because church involvement is one among dozens of demands.”
We in the church may not like this trend, but
reality would say this is the new norm for families in
this time and culture. Our younger families are under a
lot of pressure to be everywhere and engaged in everything. How can we support our families and encourage
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them as they live out their lives in this frenetic context
within a Christian community without adding to their
stress and anxiety? I would encourage all of us to pray
for them and be understanding when they are unable to
attend all the activities of our congregation. Let us be
supportive and encouraging when our families are present and ask if there is any way we can support them
day to day. Given this reality, is there a way to stay
connected apart from attending events at the church?
We do have a great website that gives people a chance
to know what is going on and to stay connected. But is
there more?
The next time you are out and about – take a
look at any families or younger people and notice if
they are doing anything that you are not. Most of the
younger set is on their cell phones/smart phones. If
you are at a Padres game or any other large gathering
of people, what are they doing – constantly checking
the phones or engaged in some form of communication or interaction. They are connecting constantly.
One of the many benefits of our church being involved
with college ministry is their ability to connect with
their students at any given time, day or night. They
have found multiple apps (applications) to send out
communication and content to the students. I was talking to a student at a recent worship gathering at our
church and they were checking to see when and where
the other campus ministry events were happening –
they attend three different college worship events a
week – amazing.
What would happen if one of our “soccer
families” could access our worship service on their
electronic device while at a soccer game? How would
it impact other parents if they saw a family staying in
touch with their church even while supporting their
children at soccer? How many other opportunities are
there to connect and encourage our families? Let us be
in prayer and conversation about this new “normal”
and see what God would have us do.

Shalom, Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
May 1 – “Blessed to be a Blessing”
Psalm 67, Acts 16:9-15
From the beginning, God has intended that all people be
blessed and that all people receive the benefits of God’s
grace and love – no restrictions.
May 8 – “Keeping Our Eyes on God”
Psalm 97, John 17:20-26
Jesus prayed for unity and we struggle to see that working in the church or the world. Maybe we
are looking in the wrong place?
May 15 – Mary Beck preaching – Pentecost Sunday
John 14:8-17 and 25-27, Romans 8:14-17
May 22 – “God Holds Nothing Back” Trinity Sunday
Psalm 8, Romans 5:1-5
In all ways and in all circumstances God withholds nothing. God is a giver.
May 29 – “Who’s In Charge?”
Psalm 96, Luke 7:1-10

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


May 5. National Day of Prayer



May 13-15. Women’s Retreat. Prince of Peace Abby, Oceanside.



May 15. Pentecost Sunday—Remember to wear red!



May 19. Newsletter Deadline



May 21. Baja Presbyterian Mission Annual Day Trip



May 22. Salad Lunch



May 30. Memorial Day. Office will be closed.



July 4. Independence Day. Office will be closed.



July 9. Ladies Luncheon



July 17. Indoor Picnic
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Pentecost Offering

by Joe Huffaker

Our congregation participates in four Presbyterian-wide special offerings each
year. The next offering is the Pentecost Offering, on Pentecost Sunday, May
15th. This offering helps the Presbyterian Church encourage, develop, and support
young people. It also addresses the needs of at-risk children. We split this offering
60/40 with the General Assembly.
Faith Presbyterian’s 40% is earmarked for use in the local community in programs targeting children at risk, youth, and young adults. This year our portion will
go to Reality Changers. Reality Changers (http://realitychangers.org) transforms
lives, schools, and communities by providing youth from disadvantaged backgrounds with the academic support, financial assistance and leadership training to
become first generation college students. Come and listen after service on May 1st
when Christopher Yanov from Reality Changers, along with two involved students
talk about the organization in Room 1.
Thinking about ways to help and make a difference in the community? Reality
Changers can always use volunteer help!
To see how General Assembly uses their share, visit http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/specialofferings/
pentecost-offering/
The next special offering will be October 2nd, when we collect the Peacemaking Offering on World
Communion Sunday.
Thank you for your generosity and contributions!

This one-day orientation trip combines Baja Presbyterian Missions with Salud y Vida Health Clinic and
your opportunity to get to know Mexican Presbyterian pastors and lay leaders. We will visit Mision Real de
Rosarito, see building in progress of a Salud y Vida Family Health Clinic, enjoy lunch at Ortega’s buffet in
Rosarito Beach, and visit Iglesia Dios Con Nosotros, a church built by donations generated by Baja Presbyterian Missions.
Cost is $35.00
A valid U.S. passport book or passport card is required for re-entry into the united States.
To reserve a seat, sign up with Bob Battenfield at bobbattenfield@sbcglobal.net or (619) 465-8305.
Pick up a flyer in the narthex for more information.
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

I love watching children explore materials without any adult
intervention. They see possibilities that we can’t. It is important to their development to be allowed time and freedom
for this exploration; after all, the cure for cancer will not
come from doing research “inside” the box. It is our job to
foster the imagination of young children so they are confident learners and researchers. One morning there was a basket of various shaped magnets on the playground. This
child discovered they would stick to the pole. When he was
done he proudly told a teacher, “Look at the cactus I made.”

Family Nights at preschool are fun for everyone. Children and adults alike enjoy visiting all
the classrooms to chat with teachers, parents,
and see their child in action with materials.
There were roly-poly's and worms to pick up,
water beads in a large sensory tub (they feel so
good on your hands), collaging on a large canvas with loose parts, constructing with straws
and clay, flower arranging, and the mud kitchen
was open.
The children are learning to care for the earth by
“reducing, reusing, and recycling.” In conjunction with Earth Day they collected old dried out
markers, empty toothpaste tubes, and old
shoes. These items will be recycled to make
new items.

On rainy days the children use the Faith Family
Center for their outdoor time. The outdoor teachers have a special collection of toys and activities
just for rainy days. Here the girls combined hula
hoops and scooter boards for a fun form of transportation. Each girl took a turn being the puller.
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Sunday School Happenings

by Emilia Modrušan

This month, we have been continuing with our spring curriculum. The children have learned about Jesus returning to
heaven, how there is one Lord, how everyone has different
gifts from God, and how the church is one body made up of
members. The teacher for this month has been Bonnie
Koehler.

These pictures show
the children in class
and some of the fun
crafts they’ve done.
I’ve also included some
pictures from Easter
when all the kids (even
those in Youth Group)
were together!
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Youth, Family & College Ministries

The Relay for Life cancer research fundraiser, held at SDSU on April 23rd was a
huge success. The Faith Pres team raised
over $1,000.
Many thanks to all who participated and
those who supported the team!
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Congregational Life
The Deacon
TLC birthdays
for May are:

Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
February

March

Budgeted:

$34,267

$34,267

Actual:

$36,090

$31,491

May 2-Virginia Gengor
May 17-Lola Wilson
(This will be Lola’s 90th!)

Thanks to your generosity, we received $2,759.60 in the One Great Hour of Sharing special offering. This money is used for providing relief to those affected by natural disasters (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance); providing food to the hungry (Presbyterian Hunger Program); and helping to empower the poor and oppressed (Self Development of People).

By Joan Madler
I received this photo from Jason Lafferty of his
friend Gabriel.
The smile on his face shows the comfort and joy
our prayer quilts bring to folks both near and far and makes
every stitch worthwhile.
However, remember it’s not about the squares it’s
about the prayers. So whether you know the person or not,
when there is a quilt take a moment to stop, tie a knot and
say a prayer.
My thanks to you for the prayers on behalf of those
who receive the quilts and from us who put them together.

9

How Sacred is Work?

By Steve Wood

I am a construction project manager. I work in infrastructure construction, evaluating projects, reading
and interpreting engineering plans, determining the cost of work, scheduling workers and equipment, producing documents, gathering, recording, and evaluating information and statistics, and communicating with all
the parties involved in the construction, from the laborers, to the owners, to the public. I’m telling you all this
to contrast it with this: I studied Literature at university, with the intention of being a professor. My career
took a very different path from my original plan, and doing so helped me realize that all work is sacred.
When I was first asked if I thought my job was sacred, I thought “Of course not! Sacred jobs are things
where you don’t get paid well but you help others, like missionaries and school teachers.” After I thought
about it some more, though, I realized that I was on the wrong track when I thought about what made something sacred. It wasn’t the sacrifice of a lower salary or lower social status that makes a job sacred, it is what
motivates the person who is doing the job. One of my favorite verses in the Bible is 1st Corinthians 10:31 –
“So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.” When I think about that
verse, I think about how each of us can do our work, whatever it is, for the glory of God and, in doing so, I
think about how all of our work is a sacred part of God’s plan.
What does this mean for me in my daily work? It means that each day, no matter what I do, I need to do
the best job possible, because what I produce is for the glory of God – and I wouldn’t want something that I
was showing our Lord and the world as a marker of the greatness of God to be anything less than the best that
I could do, at home or at work. Each day when I go to work, or when I do chores at home, or when I participate in any activity, I am doing that thing for the glory of God, and that makes it sacred.
Everyone else’s work is sacred too, because, when they do their job well, they show the glory of God’s
plan for a world that works to everyone who sees it. Their work is sacred because by doing their job well,
they enable others to do their jobs, in an interconnected web that makes our world function the way God
planned for it to function.
Another favorite verse of mine is Ecclesiastes 3:13 – “...that each of them may eat and drink, and find
satisfaction in all their toil – this is the gift of God.” And it is the gift of God, that our work, our daily activity, whatever it is, all of it, will make us a part of God’s sacred plan for the world.

We are already planning this year’s
Vacation Bible School
The theme will be:
Kids will sing, play, and get creative, all while learning
that God is with them wherever they go!
If you would like to learn more or find out how you can
help, please contact Sarah Scardino through the church
office.
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How Palestine Got Its Name
By: David Helkenn
Born Publius Aelius Hadrianus, he took the name Caesar Publius Aelius Traianus Hadrianus Augustus
when he became the 14th Emperor of Rome in 117 AD. Yes, he is the same Hadrian of “Hadrian Wall”
fame. He also changed the name of the city of Jerusalem and the region called Judaea because he was extremely upset with the Jews!
Hadrian enjoyed travel, and during his reign, he visited nearly all of the Roman provinces, including
Judaea, circa 129-130. He toured the remains of Jerusalem which still showed the scars of the first Jewish
revolt in 66-73 AD. According to some legends, Hadrian considered restoring the city and would even let
the Jews rebuild the temple. However, upon reflection on the security implications, he changed his mind
and built a temple to the Head Roman god Jupiter Capitolina on the ruins of the Temple Mount, and other
temples to various Roman gods throughout Jerusalem, including a large temple to the goddess Venus. Hadrian also demanded political support to the Roman imperial order. He did not require the Jews to worship
the Emperor.
These decrees and policies didn't go over very well – especially with one, Simon Bar Kokhba who led
the second Jewish revolt called the Bar Kokhba Revolt in 132-136. During the war, the Jews managed to
destroy the XXII Deiotariana Legion. The Romans lost anywhere from 5,000 to 6,000 or more from that
one legion alone! Hadrian eventually sent nearly a third of the
Roman army (around 120,000 troops, not counting auxiliaries,) to
brutally crush the revolt, destroying over 900 surrounding hamlets and villages, killing hundreds of thousands of people. For
good measure, Hadrian replaced the city with one modeled along
Roman lines and garrisoned a legion there to keep the peace.
Among other measures, Hadrian also abolished circumcision, which he viewed as mutilation. He made it a capital offense
for a Jew to enter or stay in the rebuilt Jerusalem; prohibited the
use of the Torah (Jewish law) and the Hebrew calendar; and executed Jewish scholars.
What Hadrian's bloody repression of the revolt undoubtedly
did accomplish was to put an end to any notion of Jewish political
independence.
As victor, he renamed Jerusalem, Aelia Capitolina – combining one of his names with a part of the name for Jupiter. He
also renamed the province of Judaea to Syria Palaestina, which,
over time, morphed to just Palestine. These names were used in
official Roman and Byzantium records and maps of the area from
circa 136 to well into the 8th century, when the Muslims conquered the city – restoring the ancient name of Jerusalem for official administration. Of course, the Jews, Christians, and others
kept the name of Jerusalem. Only the official governmental documents used Aelia Capitolina and Syria Palaestina.
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May 13-15
Cost is $175
This includes 6 meals.
We will once again be meeting in the
beautiful setting of the
Prince of Peace Abby in Oceanside.
This year’s theme: “You stand on holy ground...all the time!”
Led by Mary Elva Smith
An opportunity to reflect on your journey of faith, belief and questions ...
Body, mind and soul ... nurturing your spirit for the journey you are on.
Notice ... pay attention ... wonder!
Stories to hear and to tell...a weekend of wonder.

Jill Gustafson is planning the arts
and crafts work ... we will be making
“Soul Cards” and other things that
Jill may surprise us with.
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Annual Salad
Luncheon
May 22nd
All you need to bring is a salad to share (and a healthy appetite).
Everything else will be provided—including rolls, drinks, and a complete table setting,

Sign-ups on May 8 and May 15
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

It’s write “Reflection” day and as I haven’t
any exciting thoughts in my head I did as I so often
do – went to my folder of emails for inspiration.
Once there I found several that I thought might work,
the problem was some of them sounded familiar. I
wondered if I’d used them before and forgot to delete
them. So I went to the folder where I’ve kept all the
Reflections I’ve written – that’s 12 every year since
2002 or 162 of them more or less. After reading a
couple I decided that would use up way more time
than I had, so if I’ve used this one before, hopefully
it bears repeating!!
I’ve learned…That love, not time, heals all wounds.
I've learned.... That the easiest way for me to grow as
a person is to surround myself with people smarter
than I am.
I've learned.... That everyone you meet deserves to be
greeted with a smile.
I've learned.... That no one is perfect until you fall in
love with them.
I've learned... That life is tough, but I'm tougher.
I've learned.... That opportunities are never lost;
someone will take the ones you miss.
I've learned.... That the best classroom in the world
is at the feet of an elderly person.
I've learned.... That when you're in love, it shows.
I've learned.... That just one person saying to me,
“You've made my day!” makes my day.
I've learned.... That having a child fall asleep in your
arms is one of the most peaceful feelings in the
world.
I've learned.... That being kind is more important
than being right.

I've learned.... That you should never say no to a gift
from a child.
I've learned.... That I can always pray for someone
when I don't have the strength to help him/her …in
some other way.
I've learned.... That no matter how serious your life
requires you to be, everyone needs a friend to act
goofy with.
I've learned.... That sometimes all a person needs is
a hand to hold and a heart to understand.
I've learned.... That simple walks with my father
around the block on summer nights when I was a
child did wonders for me as an adult.
I've learned.... That life is like a roll of toilet paper.
The closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.
I've learned.... That we should be glad God doesn't
give us everything we ask for.
I've learned.... That money doesn't buy class.
I've learned.... That it's those small daily happenings
that make life so spectacular.
I've learned... That under everyone's hard shell is
someone who wants to be appreciated and loved.
I've learned.... That to ignore the facts does not
change the facts.
I've learned.... That when you plan to get even with
someone, you are only letting that person continue to
hurt you.
I've learned.... That when you harbor bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere.
I've learned.... That I wish I could have told my Dad/
Mother that I love them one more time before they
passed away.
I've learned.... That one should keep our words both
soft and tender, because tomorrow we may have to
eat them.
(Continued next page)
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I've learned.... That a smile is an inexpensive
way to improve your looks.
I've learned.... That when your newly born
grandchild holds your little finger in his little
fist, that you're hooked for life.
I've learned.... That everyone wants to live on
top of the mountain, but all the happiness and
growth occurs while you're climbing it.
I've learned.... That the less time I have to
work with, the more things I get done.
After reading and rereading these several times I’ve tried to decide how many of
them I’ve learned. At this stage of my life I
believe I know of most of them and agree they
are good things to learn.
To pertain to my life I had to change
the wording a bit. I didn’t walk with my Dad
but we went to baseball games together and 60
years later they are still special memories.
Recently I had proof that everyone
likes to be greeted with a smile. While waiting
for a red light to change I smiled at a college
student crossing the street in front of me. The
smile he returned kept me smiling all day –
and even now as I write about it. I once had a
friend to be goofy with and still have others
that enjoy being goofy. However that particular friend developed serious mental health issues and went off the radar as a special friend
for possibly 6 – 8years. About 3 weeks ago I
got a phone call from her and it was as if we
had been together yesterday. I’m betting if/
when we get together again we will once again
be goofy together. How
wonderful is that!
And last but not least
I’ve learned:
Matthew 19:26.
Jesus beheld them and
said unto them, with
people this is impossible; but with God all
things are possible.

Pew View

Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint

Hymn singing is a special time when all worshippers
are together. Usually, other people are active in the service;
the choir sings, and the preacher opens the scriptures for
perspective and guidance. As worshippers, we are together
in singing — often in harmony — usually in spirit. Attention
to the words may “sing” again for days.
Presbyterians were singers from its beginning. Luther
and Calvin, leaders of the Reformation, supported and encouraged congregational participation in worship. “It is a
thing most expedient for the edification of the church to sing
some psalms in the form of public prayers ....” John Calvin
wrote. Continuing, “ ... so the hearts of all may be aroused
and stimulated to render similar praises and thanks to God
with a common love.” Calvin specified singing Psalms in
unison only, writing “...render the biblical Psalter in the language of the people set to singable tunes.” The first Genevan
Psalter was printed in 1539. Psalms were sung, only biblical
phrases allowed. Other sources for hymns would come later.
The trip of the Genevan Psalter to Faith church has a
long historic journey. Some recent tourists to Scotland reported the congregational singing in the small neighborhood
churches is enthusiastic and harmonious, quite different
from the congregations in large Anglican churches farther
south.
The Psalter came to Scotland, the home of Presbyterian, by John Knox. Having a reputation as political rouser,
Knox became an exile in Geneva and was a well known
preacher among other exiles. When the exiles returned to
Scotland, the Psalter came with them. Later, immigrants
brought the Psalter to the New World. In our pews, the
Hymnal at Faith lists the Genevan Psalter eleven times with
Psalms and other hymns as well. One of the blessings here
at Faith is Joe playing hymns in a way that supports and encourages congregational singing.
When singing hymns, the worshippers join music and
words expressing faith and conviction. Sometimes these
may be recognized by singers. Words deserve attention and
make clear — gratitude, joy, conviction, petition and dedication. Dedication to servanthood is evident in the refrain
“Here I am Lord, is it I Lord?, I will serve Your people...”
Words of petition resound with “O for a world ....where love
is lived and all is done with justice and praise.” Gratitude
rings out joyfully with singing words “Holy, holy, holy!
Lord God Almighty.... Merciful and mighty, God in Three
Persons, Blessed Trinity.”
“..render the biblical Psalter in the language of the people-set to singable tunes.” - John Calvin
“Let everything that breathes Praise the Lord” Ps 150:6
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck, CRE
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Accompanist: Rhonda Fleming
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Youth and Family: Sarah Scardino and
Emilia Modrušan
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

If you want to go fast, go alone.
If you want to go far, go together.
- African Proverb

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:
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