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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker
Before I start “pondering,” I want to say thank
you to the congregation for the opportunity and privilege
of having study leave time to attend my reunion and recharge my theological curiosity and enrich my spirit. I
spent Saturday, May 14 thru Thursday, May 19 at Princeton Theological Seminary in New Jersey. My pondering
will be an attempt to let you in on what my “study leave”
was all about.
I arrived at the seminary late afternoon on Saturday and went for a long walk around the seminary and
university campus to compensate for sitting in the airport,
on the plane and in the rental car. I met up with a friend
for dinner and that was it for me. I got up at 4:00 am California time and went to worship at Nassau Presbyterian
Church and enjoyed a wonderful Pentecost service. I then
went to the Seminary library to do research on the impact
of the reformation on certain cities located on the Rhine
River – our church travel group will be visiting these cities on our trip June 11-19. The only problem was that the
library was closed – expletive, expletive!! – it was supposed to be open. So, I drove out to Washington Crossing
Park and walked around the area where George Washington crossed the Delaware River. Then I returned to seminary and had dinner with some of the seminary staff and
others on the planning committee for the reunion.
As President of the Princeton Seminary Alumni
Association Executive Council I spent the morning and
early afternoon convening our annual meeting and starting plans for the next year. Each day (Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday) we had a variety of opportunities to
gather for conversation with other alums – regional
meals, decade meals, topical conversations with keynote
speakers, etc. We gathered for worship each day – always
a moving experience. Each day we heard from plenary
speakers, distinguished alumni, a panel of presidents of
theological schools and “experiencing PTS” which was
an opportunity to see what was going on on the campus.
Ask me about the “farminary.” We also were able to meet
with professors who had recently published books and
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have conversation with them about their work and insights.
The plenary speakers where: Distinguished
Alumni, Kathleen M. O’Connor, PhD ’84, who was being
recognized for her work in the Old Testament that focuses on relating disaster studies and trauma theory to
biblical literature, illuminating how both ancient and contemporary communities deal with suffering, pain and
loss; Lauren Winner, Assistant Professor of Christian
Spirituality, Duke Divinity School, whose topic was
drawn from her book entitled, “Wearing God: Clothing,
Laughter, Fire, and Other Overlooked Ways of Meeting
God”; Jim McCloskey, founder of Centurion Ministries,
which works to free the convicted innocent in American
prisons; and Yolanda Pierce, The Elmer G. Homrighausen Associate Professor of African American Religion
and Literature and Director of Black Church Studies,
Princeton Theological Seminary – Yolanda led a conversation about the intersection of race and religion for the
American church, focusing on racial justice, reparations,
and racism as America’s original sin. There was also a
panel of theological school presidents – all having graduated from PTS: M. Craig Barnes ’81, Princeton Theological Seminary, New Jersey; Jeffrey Carter ’06 DMin.,
Bethany Theological Seminary, Richmond, Indiana; Dale
Irvin ’81, New York Theological Seminary, New York,
New York; David Lose ’00 PhD., The Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania; Carol Lych ’80, Lancaster Theological Seminary,
Lancaster, Pennsylvania; Ajit Prasadam ’94, ThM., ’05
PhD., India Sunday School Union, Coonoor, Nilgiris,
Tamil Nadu, India; George Sabra ’80, Near East School
of Theology, Beirut, Lebanon; Leanne Van Dyk ’92
PhD., Columbia Theological Seminary, Decatur, Georgia;
Frank Yamada ’95, ’05 PhD., McCormick Theological
Seminary, Chicago, Illinois. The panel responded to
questions posed by the audience and some posed by
President Barnes.
This experience was like drinking from a fire
hose – I hope to share this experience over time as I unpack all that I experienced and learned. Thank you again
for this opportunity.

Shalom, Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
June 5 – “Living as an Outsider”
Psalm 146, Luke 7:11-17
Have you ever felt you were not in step with what is
“happening”? Has the world passed you by and you have
lost confidence in your ability to cope and even have value?
You are not alone.
June 12 – Rev. Michael Mudgett - Interim Presbytery Executive is preaching
June 19 – Mary Beck is preaching
June 26 – “Freedom in Christ”
Galatians 5:1, 13-25, Luke 9:51-62
We are set free in Christ, but that freedom is not a license to do anything in the name of Jesus –
freedom comes with responsibility.

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


June 12. Family Luncheon



June 16. Newsletter Deadline



June 26. Graduation Sunday



July 4. Independence Day. Office will be closed.



July 9. Ladies Luncheon



July 17. Indoor Picnic



July 30. 5:40 pm. Faith and Family Night at the Padres game.



August 1-5. VBS



August 26. Family Bonfire



September 26. 10th Annual Golf 4 Good Tournament



October 7-9. Camp out
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M.O.M.’s LUAU FUND RAISER WAS A GREAT SUCCESS!!!
Thanks to Faith for letting us use Fellowship Hall which was just perfect and for all the support Faith’s community gave us!
WE MADE OVER $10,000!!! That was amazing for our
second luau event! We had almost three tables of you there.
We also had people donate money who couldn’t be there!

Special thanks to Judy Lafferty who was there
“monitoring the kitchen” from morning to
night, and even took care of the White Elephant
Table and made $265!
Many thanks to Penny Sartori who helped Joan Johnson,
our cook, fix the wonderful dinner that was enjoyed by all.

From all the response we received, it was a fun evening
for all. We will be able to help more military families!
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

Family nights were filled with lots of hands-on
experiences. The worms and lady bugs were a
big hit. It is always enjoyable to see sibling
alums and future students as well as grandparents
visiting the preschool.

The children have been interested in
musical instruments. Some children
and teachers have brought instruments
from home to share. The outdoor
teachers have put a collection of instruments out for the children to play.
Music is an important component of a
child’s development.
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The Bee Class has been very interested in putting on a play. Miss Bianca responded to their interest by
showing them a portion of the Lion
King play on the iPad.
Over the course of several months
the children made props, created
dialogues, and planned their version
of Little Red Riding Hood. This all
came from the children’s interest
and the teachers following the lead
and providing materials and encouragement.

They performed the play for their parents and the Dragonfly class.
Pastor Chris and I also attended the play.
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Sunday School Happenings

by Emilia Modrušan

Our Sunday School children learned all about how God gives us different gifts and that they can use their
special gifts within the body of Christ. They also learned the story of Pentecost and made special streamers
to use in service to help everyone celebrate Pentecost.
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Youth, Family & College Ministries

by Sarah Scaradino

Graduation Sunday: Join us as we honor
this year's graduates. They will be honored in
service and we will have cake following worship.

Family Luncheon: Faith Development and Nurture
Committee would like to invite the families of the
church to a pizza and salad luncheon following service
June 12. We will be discussing as a group ways n
which we can be supportive of your family and events
we might do together as church families.

How will you
help with VBS
this year?

This year we are going on a Deep Sea Discovery where kids will learn just
how deep the love of God really is! Kids will do awesome sea-themed crafts
and science projects, participate in service projects, and learn about the Good
News of God's Love!
Of course there will be awesome snacks, games, and songs too!

We need volunteers to help make this year’s VBS the best we've ever had!
Whether you love to teach, hang out with kids, or help out with behind the
scenes jobs, we have a role for you! We also need an awesome team of
prayer warriors to pray for every aspect of VBS. Please email Sarah Scardino
through the church office or sign up on the patio after service.
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Congregational Life
The Tree of Life
Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
March

April

Budgeted:

$34,267

$34,267

Actual:

$31,491

$33,381

Pentecost Offering
As of April 15th we have
received $1,587.

Marjorie
Death:

The Deacon
TLC birthdays
for June are:

May 10 — Marjorie Wilson

June 1. Kathleen Orton
June 9. Jim Simonton
June 12. Betty Birdsell
June 20. Jean Messervé
THANKS SO MUCH to all the wonderful
Faith family for your love, concern, prayers,
cards, visits and everything. It will be
awhile before I’m in church (or out of rehab)
but I’m so grateful for such a special church
family and I miss you all.
– Stu Elder
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How Sacred is Work?

By Martha Lenocker

Hmmmm…Work…I am about to retire from my teaching career. Woo Hoo!!! OK, got that out of the way.
So, I have always thought that people can have a calling to something other than ministry, so that’s not an
issue for me. Many people have “blessed me” for teaching middle schoolers or declared that I would have
lots of jewels in my crown in heaven (I never was clear on that tradition), so other people have seen my career as “ministry” of sorts or a sacrifice. So, I think it might be simple to say that my work is sacred, but I
think it goes deeper than that. If it doesn’t, then is my retirement not going to be as sacred as my work?
At the Women’s Retreat this year, sacred ground was the centering topic. The scripture about Moses and the
burning bush was read a couple of times. I heard something for the first time.
Check out what I underlined.
…The angel of GOD appeared to him in flames of fire blazing out of the middle of a bush. He looked.
The bush was blazing away but it didn’t burn up.
Moses said, “What is going on here? I can’t believe this! Amazing! Why doesn’t the bush burn up?”
GOD saw that he had stopped to look. GOD called to him…
Exodus 3: 2-4ish, The Message
I know it may sound like I am wandering around here, but stay with me, I have a point. My work here in the
world is not just confined to what I do for church or a ministry or a career. My work is what I do with my
time here in the world. And while I’m doing whatever I am doing, if I stop and look, if I notice, I may be
giving GOD the chance to do/work something amazing through me. How sacred it that!

Faith & Family Night
at the Padres
Join us July 30 for the
5:40 game vs.
Cincinnati Reds!

Following the game there will be testimonies given by Padre Players
and concert performances by Jordan Feliz and Audio Adrenaline!
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This year’s theme was:
“You stand on holy ground...all the time!”
Led by Mary Elva Smith

We laughed

We learned
We shared
We rested

We connected
We ate
We worshiped

We relaxed
We sang
We prayed
We created

We played

We studied
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

I found this in my email stash and thought
this might be a good time to use it. The beginning
may sound somewhat depressing, but for me it puts
things in perspective and I actually found it comforting. It tells of a lot of things that I can quit worrying
about and the ending is something that we need to
remember every day. As usual I pray that whoever
the person is that wrote it would be gladdened that
I’m sharing it.
On the die I day a lot will happen.
A lot will change.
The world will be busy.
On the day I die, all the important appointments I
made will be left unattended.
The many plans I had yet to complete will remain forever undone.
The calendar that ruled so many of my days will
now be irrelevant to me.
All the material things I so chased and guarded
and treasured will be left in the hands of others to
care for or to discard.
The words of my critics, which so burdened me
will cease to sting or capture anymore. They will
be unable to touch me.
The arguments I believed I’d won here will not
serve me or bring me any satisfaction or solace.
All my noisy incoming notifications and texts and
calls will go unanswered. Their great urgency will
be quieted.
My many nagging regrets will all be resigned to
the past, where they should have always been
anyway.
Every superficial worry about my body – my waistline, or hairline or wrinkles that I ever labored over
will fade away.
My carefully crafted image, the one I worked so
hard to shape for others here, will be left to
them as complete.
The sterling reputation I once struggled so greatly

to maintain will be of little concern for me anymore.
All the small and large anxieties that stole sleep
from me each night will be rendered powerless.
The deep and towering mysteries about life and
death that so consumed my mind will finally
be clarified in a way that they could never be while
I lived.
These things will certainly all be true on the day
that I die.
There is one more thing that will happen on the
day that I die;
The people who really know and truly love me will
grieve deeply.
They will feel a void.
They will feel cheated.
They will not feel ready.
They will feel as though a part of them has died as
well.
And on that day, more than anything in the world
they will wish we could have more time together.

I know this as I grieve over loved ones I’ve lost.
And so knowing this, while I am still alive I’ll try to
remember that my time with those I love and care
about is finite and fleeting and so very precious—and
I’ll do my best not to waste a second of it.
I’ll try not to squander a priceless moment worrying
about all the other things that make up my life. I’ve
heard it said that worrying is praying to the devil.
Those other things have an insidious way of keeping
you from living even as you live; vying for your attention, competing for your affections.
They rob you of the joy of living in the Now, this
unrepeatable, uncontainable, ever-evaporating
time with those who love you and want to be with
you.
Don’t miss the chance to sing, dance and laugh with
them while you can. Share your joy and love. Day
by day don’t let your life be stolen by all that you’ve
been led to believe matters, because on the day you
die, the fact is that much of it simply won’t.
(Continued next page)
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Yes, you and I will die one day.
But before that day comes: let us live each day to the full extent of our being before we go to join our Father which art in Heaven.
John 3:16 For God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
shall not perish but have everlasting life.

Pew View

“Pentecost is the most important event in the church
year--- more important than Christmas or Easter.”
The preacher continued with comments about the birth of the Child celebrated with decorated trees and
“stockings hung by the chimney with care.” Easter has small chicks and bunnies with decorated eggs.
At Faith, worshippers are urged to wear red as a symbol of Pentecost. There are no tangible items for
sale to remind us of the promise Jesus made of the coming of the Advocate. Looking to some Creeds
and Affirmation of Faith, our idea of Pentecost may enlarge.
The Brief Statement of Faith, accepted by the Presbyterian Church in 1983, was designed for
use by the entire congregation in pubic worship, and may serve as a guide for lessons and mission. Although our diversities are recognized, “we are bound by a common faith and a common task.” With the
Trinity as a frame, the Statement begins first with the grace of Jesus Christ; for many, this is the first
knowledge of God's sovereign love and our life together in the Holy Spirit.
Some young clergy were talking about the Statement, one saying, “I like what it said about Jesus; tells more of his life here among us.” Another spoke about God’s actions in addition to being the
Creator. The few lines about the Holy Spirit notes some of the challenges and opportunities facing the
Church and the world today.
Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint

We trust in God the Holy Spirit
everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith,
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor,
and binds us together with all believers
in one body of Christ, the Church.
In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of people long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God's new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”
The Statement closes --With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck, CRE
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Accompanist: Rhonda Fleming
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Youth and Family: Sarah Scardino and
Emilia Modrušan
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

Maybe who we are isn't so
much about what we do, but
rather what we're capable of
when we least expect it.
- Jodi Picoult
DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:
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