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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker
I hope all are having a blessed summer and
finding time to “re-create.” We have had a difficult
couple of months – we have gathered to celebrate the
lives of some of our saints, given thanks to God for
each one (Marjorie Wilson, Jon Sartori, Margaret
Fluke, Alison Dugger and Georgie Mason) and been
reminded of God’s gift of faithful people and eternal
life in the kingdom of God. We have truly been
blessed by these saints and pray that we can continue
to be a blessing and support for the families.
I think of the sadness that accompanies death
and the impact on families and communities. It is a
difficult road to walk, even when loving support is
present. I was reading in the Near East School of Theology newsletter that Dr. Ken Bailey has died and
thought about how many students and people worldwide have learned so much from Dr. Bailey’s books
and videos about the Middle East and the reality of life
in the time of Jesus. I also heard that Dr. Jack Rogers
died on July 13 – Jack was a friend and a strong voice
in the denomination engaging Biblical and Theological conversation around the struggle for LGBT rights
within the church. They will be greatly missed
throughout the world. No matter the context of someone’s death, that death impacts those who knew that
person and even those who did not. I think of the families of the police officers killed and the families of
those killed by police officers. Is one life more valuable than another – ask the families of those who died.
I have read in the paper, watched on the news
and viewed on the web recent stories of people’s
death. Some are as gentle and peaceful as we all would
hope, but others are horrific and unimaginable. The
killings of homeless in San Diego, killings perpetrated
for political reasons, a fanatic driving a truck through
a crowded street, killings motivated by anger, killings
apparently justified by law and so much loss of life.
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Each life is grieved over. Each death causes great pain
in a family and a community. We seem helpless in the
face of such overwhelming violence.
Dr. Yolanda Pierce is an Assoc. Professor at
Princeton Theological Seminary and has, along with
others around the country, initiated conversations in
areas where racial violence and hatred are high. She
gathers people together from the community and invites them to begin to build relationships and to speak
courageously and honestly about their unspoken biases
and hatreds. She encourages people of all backgrounds
and cultures to speak truth into the conversation, so
understanding can begin to overcome the barriers to
building relationships. She recognizes the role of religious belief in many people’s lives and taps those
truths to help build a broader understanding of community and unity. The shared experiences often come
down to a profound sense of loss: Be it from violence,
economic inequality, exclusionary policies, tribal systems, etc. When someone is in deep pain, it is hard to
take on or feel someone else’s pain – it is overwhelming.
Yet, if we understand the gospel of Jesus it
comes down to Jesus taking on all our pain and sin and
brokenness and standing with us – even unto death at
the hands of others. Jesus’ actions and willingness to
have a deep, profound relationship with us and not
abandon us speaks to the amazing love and grace Jesus
has for all. If we are called to follow Jesus and be like
Jesus, how then do we deal with the violence that happens when racism feeds hatred to the point of violence? Do we let others, like Yolanda, do the hard
work, or do we see in her a way forward: A challenge
to seek relationships and understanding so that the
Gospel of Jesus is spoken into the racial tension and
religious hatred that seems to be on the front page of
every news outlet. Wouldn’t it be great to see the results of the Gospel lived on the front page?

Shalom, Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
August 7 – “In God’s Hands?”
Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 12:32-40
Do we really trust God with our future, or do we hedge our
bets on our future security? How does this affect the way
we live?
August 14 – Mary Beck preaching
August 21 – “Please – Just Do It!”
Jeremiah 1:4-10, Luke 13:10-17
When we are asked to make a decision it is easy to do so as long as we don’t have to change
anything. When Jesus confronts us and asks us to decide, it is a call to action that demonstrates
that decision.
August 28 – “Everyone is Invited – Really!”
Jeremiah 2:4-13, Luke 14:1, 7-14
In a world ruled by God all people are invited. God does not require repayment or for us to set
up a tab. It is pure grace.

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


August. Choirs are on vacation all month



August 1-5. VBS



August 18. Deadline for the next newsletter



August 26. 8pm. Hot Dog Stand



August 26-28. 48-hr Prayer Room



August 28. 11am. College BBQ and Picnic (congregation invited)



August 31. 11am. Hot Dog Stand



September 2. Family Bonfire



September 5. Labor Day. Office is closed



September 8. Choirs resume



September 9. 8pm. Hot Dog Stand



September 26. 10th Annual Golf 4 Good Tournament



October 7-9. Campout
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Thanks to those who gave backpacks and
schools supplies during July and will be
donating in August.
We will be collecting until the end of
August!
It helps military families so much to not
have to buy all that is needed for school.
MOM will be giving these out at the end
of August. Our gratitude to all.
Carolyn Taxer
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

It is Summer Fun at Preschool. The children come
in bathing suits so they can enjoy the various water
options.
Frequently we have college students come to CPP to
do an observation for one of their Child Development classes. We are blessed to have a good reputation in the community and at the local colleges. We
see this as an opportunity to “give back” to the early
childhood learning community. Students see and
learn that working at a preschool is not just
“babysitting.” It is a demanding job that requires
education, planning, caring, and observing every
day.

If they watch a child playing with play dough they
are required to explain to their professor what they
observed about the child’s development in that
play. Things like fine motor development when
using their fingers to pinch the play dough or creativity as they mold the dough purposefully.
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School will be closed for the month of August. Staff returns September 1st.
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Sunday School News!

by Emilia Modrušan

The teachers and kids have been enjoying our new curriculum — so many new activities to learn
from! We have been learning about Jesus’ early life and his disciples. Below are some pictures
of what we have been doing in Sunday School!

The floor is for playing games and making messes!

Getting messy making fingerprint doves!

Father’s Day craft – painting mugs!
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Honoring Our Graduates

Allison Pham
Steele Canyon High School
Graduated with honors.
She will attend SDSU in the fall

Mary Crownhart
University of California Berkeley
Bachelor of Arts in American
Studies with a concentration in
the Business and Culture of
Entertainment

Lauren Haneke-Hopps
Patrick Henry High School
Graduated with honors.
Was honored as Most Inspirational Senior.
She is headed to University of Alabama to play on
their collegiate wheelchair tennis team! She will be
majoring in kinesiology.
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Congregational Life
The Tree of Life
Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
May

June

Budgeted:

$34,267

$34,267

Actual:

$22,490

$30,028

Pentecost Offering
$2,075

Death:
VBS—August 1-5

Georgie

July 4 — Georgie Mason

This year we are going on a Deep Sea
Discovery where kids will learn just
how deep the love of God really is!
Kids will do awesome sea-themed
crafts and science projects, participate
in service projects, and learn about the
Good News of God's Love! Of course
there will be awesome snacks, games,
and songs too!
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What IS the Septuagint?
By David Helkenn

The Septuagint, identified as “LXX” in some places, means 70 in Greek. In 25 words or less: “The
Septuagint is the oldest translation of the Jewish scriptures, translated from ancient Hebrew into
Koine Greek circa 250 BC.” It also includes some books not found in the current Hebrew Bible.
The oldest existing codices of LXX that we have, date to the fourth century AD. The Septuagint became the “unofficial canonical” version of scriptures for the Jews whether they lived in Judea or the
Diaspora.
At that time, very few Jews knew Hebrew and could not read nor understand their own sacred texts.
Because the Greek King of Egypt also wanted those books in his library, Ptolemy II Philadelphus
invited some 72 Jewish scholars from Jerusalem to Alexandria to translate their scriptures into
Greek. According to legend and narrated by Philo of Alexandria, the 72 scholars produced identical
versions of the text in 72 days even though they were separated from each other. “Truly,” they
thought, “this work must be divinely inspired!”
According to Biblical scholars, the quality and style of the different translators also varied considerably from book to book. One assessment contends that "the Pentateuch is reasonably well translated, but the rest of the books, especially the poetical books, are often very poorly done and even
contain sheer absurdities." Some of the later books (Wisdom of Solomon, 2 Maccabees, and others
for example) apparently were originally composed in Greek. Jerome was an exception. He believe
that the ancient Hebrew text better testified to Christ and broke with church tradition and translated
most of the Old Testament of his Vulgate from the Hebrew to Latin, rather than from the Greek
Septuagint.
It is not known what criteria were used to determine the contents of the Septuagint beyond the Law
and the Prophets. For many Protestant denominations, including the PC (U.S.A.), the Septuagint
(except for some of the additional books) serves as the authoritative source for many current translations of the Old Testament. Roman Catholics, however, include some of these books in their canon
while Eastern Orthodox Churches use all the books of the Septuagint. Anglican lectionaries also use
all of the books except Psalm 151. The full Authorized Version of the King James Bible includes
these additional books in a separate section called the Apocrypha. Ironically, Jews have not used the
Septuagint in worship or religious study since the second century AD, when the Jews retranslated
the Septuagint into a more “contemporary” (third century AD) Greek!
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By Joan Madler
Recently the Deacons, under the leadership of Mary Beck, held their second annual Ladies luncheon. There were approximately 50 of us in attendance including Doug Nason and his friend Beth. By all
reports everyone had a great time enjoying each other’s company, a short sing-a-long, good food and
Doug’s reminder that God is our Father. It was such a success that a second luncheon is scheduled for Saturday, November 19.
Prayers & Squares has received the following thank you notes:
From Stu & Irene Elder: We had a phone call from my cousin Doris BatesWardwell. She was in tears of gratitude and happiness. She said that she had
never received anything like this quilt and was so thankful as it really lifted
her spirits to know people she’d never known were praying for her and her
daughter and family. Stu and I really appreciate this prayer quilt for her and
her daughter (who was awaiting a heart transplant) and know it makes her
feel more peaceful.
Also from Stu: I recently had a re-tie of my prayer quilt which I received while
I was in re-hab. It was very nice to have while I was rehabilitating myself. I do
appreciate all the prayer quilt ministry has done for so many people. It is truly
a blessing.
And from Penny and Kaitlyn Sartori: Prayers and Squares Ladies. Thank you
for the gift of the beautiful quilt that will give Kaitlyn and I the prayers we
both need to help us get through this difficult time. You all have a special gift
that will be appreciated for years to come.
Without all of you stopping by and saying the prayers this ministry would not be the success it is –
remember it is not about the squares it is about the prayers.
When requesting a quilt, whenever possible give us some advanced notice so we can have it ready at
the appropriate time. Also the best way to communicate with me about a quilt is by email. If that isn’t possible please use my home phone number that is listed correctly in the Directory and leave a message if I’m
not home. The number for my cell phone in the Directory is incorrect. I use my cell phone mostly to text
my TX grandchildren so it is rarely turned on. Jim, the elderly gentleman who receives the calls to the number in the directory would, I’m sure, appreciate NOT receiving calls from my friends. Thank you.
Did you know that your donations to the Deacons support Jim Simonton, as our Prison Ministry?
Four times a year I order him a package from various companies who are authorized to send packages to the
prison. For the recent package he requested things like minced onions, orange sauce, teriyaki sauce, playing
cards, a chess set, a hot pot, hot and spicy beef sausage, spam, coffee and a pen. When I was traveling to
NH in June in one of the airports I had an interesting conversation with a fellow passenger. During the conversation I discovered that she ordered the food delivered to the prisons and one of them was Jim’s. Her
words, “I order the food and it is dreadful.” I also recently ordered Jim a subscription to Time magazine.
Thank you for making it possible to brighten Jim’s life.
More thanks to my Deacons for helping to make memorial services (four in recent months) flow
smoothly and for the wonderful receptions that follow the service giving family and friends time to share
their grief and their memories.
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The Second Annual Ladies Luncheon
(It was so much fun, another one is scheduled in November)
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

With death and destruction seemingly surrounding us on all sides it is easy to get overwhelmed
to the point of depression. The fastest way for me to
turn things around is to put on some music. I heard
somewhere that “without music there is no life.” I
“Googled’ it to see who wrote it and found a whole
page of references to it by a variety of people. Other
quotes about music that I found were: “Music is the
language of the spirit. It opens the secret of life bringing peace, abolishing strife,” by Kahlil Gibran. Sarah
Dessen says, “Music is the great uniter. An incredible
force. Something that people who differ on everything
and anything else can have in common.”
I love music. I love singing. I love dancing. The
only way to get me to exercise is if music is involved,
which is why I have been going to Zumba Gold for the
past 5 years dancing to Latin music. I like almost any
kind of music. A friend helped me with some gardening
and I had my iPod playing. When we were done she
said, “That is the most eclectic collection of songs I’ve
ever heard.” That may have resulted in part because of
my growing-up years. Small town Saskatchewan had
one maybe two, radio stations – country/western was
the music on the main one until the Elvis years. My
Mom played the piano and my Dad the violin. When
the family gathered they would play polkas, waltzes
and two steps and my aunts taught me to dance. Sunday
morning after church we would stop at Grandma and
Grandpa’s and Mom would play hymns and we would
sing. I can still sing many by heart like “Shall We
Gather at the River” and “I Come to the Garden
Alone.” My mom liked to listen to operas and I thought
of her when I went to operas in Paris; Rome; Calgary
AB; Guanajuato, Mexico; and San Diego. When in the
car travelling across Canada, Dad led us in the World
War I songs such as “Pack up Your Troubles” and now
when my granddaughter Kyla’s music fills the car I can
join her singing today’s favorites.
Living here I’ve also been blessed to be able to

attend Symphony Concerts, and an assortment of other
concerts like Harry Belafonte at Humphrey’s, organ
concerts at Balboa park and the summer concert series
in the organ pavilion.
The music on my iPod today brings back wonderful memories of times with friends and family members. My brother, John, probably had the greatest influence in the music I continue to enjoy. On a regular basis he would tell me of Canadian musicians he thought
I would like. One of the last CD’s he bought me was
the Canadian Tenor’s Christmas CD. At his memorial
service a poignant song that was played was “Don’t
Forget Me When I’m Gone.” John can rest assured that
he is not forgotten.
Musicals such as American Rhythms, which as
the program says is “a hundred years of amazing music,” also impact my life. It brought the history of not
only the United States but also the history of the rest
the world to life during those 100 years. Real people
singing and dancing transposed me back to special
memories of time and place.
The Pageant of our Lord did an incredible job
of bringing the Bible stories alive that were written
about Jesus’ life. More recently at the Lawrence Welk
Theater “Jesus Christ Super Star” did the same thing. It
brought the emotions of joy and pain to life in a way
that often brought tears to my eyes. I truly felt: Mary’s
pain at seeing her son on the cross; the joy of the children when they learned Jesus loved them; and the love
Mary Magdalene felt for Jesus when she sang “I don’t
know how to love you.” Her name could have been
Joan.
Although I sang in the Junior Choir, the Glee
Club in High School and a Girls Chorus, singing in
Faith’s choir is a more special and unexpected blessing.
Joe emphasizes that we worship and lead in worship. It
is not to be a performance. This brings peace and joy to
me and helps me remember Bible Verses I would struggle to remember if they weren’t set to music. There is
an abundance of music that I can turn to when the violence of today’s world gets me down. I’m glad I know
this one:
(Continued next page)
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I need Thee every hour, most gracious Lord;
No tender voice like Thine can peace afford.
I need Thee, O I need Thee;
Every hour I need thee
O bless me now my Savior
I come to Thee.
I need thee every hour, in joy or pain;
Come quickly and abide, or life is in vain
I need Thee, O I need Thee;
Every hour I need thee
O bless me now my Savior
I come to Thee.
John 14:27
Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you. Not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your hearts be
troubled, neither let them be afraid.

Pew View
Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint

This parable was read at my Grandmother's memorial service. It has meant a
lot to me over the years and I decided it was time to share it with you.

The young mother set her foot on the path of life. “Is the way long?” she asked. And her guide replied,
“Yes and the way is hard. And you will be old before you reach the end of it. But the end will be better than the
beginning.”
But the young mother was happy, and she would not believe that anything could be better than these years.
So she played with her children, gathered flowers for them along the way, and bathed them in the clear streams.
The sun shone on them; life was good. The young mother cried, “Nothing could be better than this.”
Then night came, and storm, and the path was dark, and the children shook with fear and cold. The mother
drew them close and covered them with her mantle. The children said, “O Mother, we are not afraid, for you are
near, and no harm can come.” And the mother said, “This is better than the brightness of day, for I have taught
my children courage.”
When morning came, there was a hill ahead, and the children climbed and grew weary, and the mother was
weary, but at all times she said to the children, “A little patience and we are there.” So the children climbed, and
when they reached the top, they said, “We could not have done it without you, Mother.” And when the mother
lay down that night, looked up at the stars and said, “This is a better day than the last, for my children had
learned fortitude in the face of hardness. Yesterday I gave them courage, today I have given them strength.”
The next day, strange clouds darkened the earth — clouds of war and hate and evil. The children groped and
stumbled, and the mother said, “Look up; lift your eyes to the Light.” The children looked up and saw the
clouds of an Everlasting Glory; it guided them and brought them beyond the darkness. That night, the mother
said, “This is the best day of all, I have shown my children God.”
The days went on, weeks and months and years. The mother grew old and she was small and bent. Her
children were tall and strong and walked with courage when the way was hard. They helped their mother when
the way was rough, they lifted her for she was as light as a feather. At last, they came to a hill, and beyond, they
could see a shining road and golden gates flung wide.
The mother said, “I have reached the end of my journey. Now I know the end is better than the beginning
for my children can walk alone, and their children after them.”
The children answered, “You will always walk with us, Mother, even when you have gone through the
gates.” They watched her as the gates closed after her. They said, “We cannot see her but she is with us still. A
mother like ours is more than a memory, she is a living presence.”
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck, CRE
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Youth and Family: Sarah Scardino and
Emilia Modrušan
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

A pessimist sees the difficulty
in every opportunity; an optimist
sees the opportunity in every
difficulty.
- Winston Churchill

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:
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