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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Chris Lenocker

This is my first opportunity to write anything
in the newsletter since announcing my retirement, so
I would like to take this opportunity to expand on
what was a rather brief verbal announcement and
email that went to the congregation and friends. This
has been a hard decision for Martha and me to make!
This means a huge change for us and for FPC. We
know how hard change can be. But Martha and I remind each other all the time that no matter what
comes from this transition, God is in the middle of it
working for the best possible outcome. There is great
sadness for us in thinking about finding a new church
home – you have been our church home for over 21
years. Some may know, but I am sure not everyone
knows that I am not able to interact with FPC for a
year following my retirement – as hard as that is, it is
a good “rule” as it gives everyone some space and
gives the new leadership a chance to establish themselves without unintended or even intended interference.
I have been asked some wonderful questions
over the last few weeks about what is next? Be assured that as Presbyterians, we do things decently and
in order!! We have a well-defined process for a
church’s transitioning into new leadership. The Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry will assign a liaison
to work with you throughout the process. The church
will be doing a form of self-study to ask some critical
questions about its self-identity, its vision for the future, its strengths and weaknesses and the type of pastor that they want. This information is placed on a
form known as the Church Information Form and put
into the denomination’s vocational website for those
pastors who are looking for a position. The Presbytery will also make recommendations. A Pastor
Nomination Committee (PNC) will be formed from
members of FPC and with Presbytery’s help will re-
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ceive applications and ultimately make a recommendation to the congregation to vote upon. As this process unfolds, the PNC will keep the congregation updated.
Some people have asked “why are you retiring now?” A lot of reasons went into making the decision. Here are some – my first church position was
as director of youth ministry at 1st Presbyterian
Church in the San Fernando Valley where I grew up.
I started that job in 1972 and I have always had a job
in a church since then – even during college and
seminary. I was ordained in 1978. I have served a total of 5 churches as an ordained pastor (one a Methodist Church) and find that I am getting worn out and
my skills are less and less effective. Also, Martha retired in June and we have been spending a considerable amount of time in Long Beach helping Martha’s
mom transition after the death of her husband
George. This responsibility has increased as Martha’s
mom has struggled with worsening health. We will be
spending a lot more time in Long Beach in the coming months. We are also looking forward to spending
more time with each other and our family. Many of
you have helped Martha and me appreciate the value
of close, loving relationships and we look forward to
being that “sweet old couple holding hands” as we
walk together through these years.
We both have been praying for FPC’s future
past our involvement. We have been praying for the
person God has in mind as the future pastor of the
church. We have been praying for the leadership of
FPC and the work that has been done and will be
done as FPC continues to serve Jesus Christ within
this community and the world. You all will forever be
in our hearts as we carry all our memories of FPC
into our future – they will continue to nourish us, inspire us and strengthen us. We love you all!

Shalom,

Chris
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SERMONS AND SCRIPTURE READINGS
November 6 – “Out with the Old”
Psalm 45:1-5, 17-21; Luke 20:27-38
Choosing the future often requires choosing to let go of
things past. How does the past make it impossible to move
into the future with God?
November 13 – “Even Better”
Isaiah 65:17-25, Luke 21:5-19
We always have expectations about the future. What would happen if God were able to do
something new that no one expected?
November 20 – “The Use of Power”
Jeremiah 23:1-6, Luke 23:33-43
What is power for? Many people use power in the world, but God has a definite idea on how
power is to be used.
November 27 – “Promise and Expectation” First Sunday in Advent
Isaiah 2:1-5, Romans 13:11-14
We have entered Advent with all its expectations of a season pointing to the Joy of Christmas.
Given our expectations – what is it that God promises?

NOTE THESE IMPORTANT DATES:


November 6 Holiday Mission Fair
Daylight Savings Time ends



November 8. 8pm. Hot dog Stand



November 11. Veterans Day. Office will be closed



November 13. Stewardship Sunday. Ice Cream Social following worship.



November 24-25. Thanksgiving Holiday. Office will be closed



November 27. Congregational Meeting following worship



December 18. 7pm. Christmas Concert
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Holiday
Mission Fair
November 6
after worship
Faith Family Center
Looking for a new way to experience the joy of Christmas giving? Come visit our Holiday Mission Fair!
We will have 10 of our local mission agencies present to suggest donations that can be used as gifts
for people. In addition, crafts and jewelry made by artisans in other parts of the world will be available
for purchase. Come start your shopping early, in a very meaningful way.
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Scripture tells us that we as Christians are the body of Christ, individual members
functioning separately but together for the well-being of the whole. We as Presbyterians call ourselves a connectional church because we are intentional about
sticking together. One dramatic way in which we connect is by giving to the
Christmas Joy Offering.
This offering will be collected on Sunday, December 18 as one of four special offerings collected by the General Assembly. A gift to the Christmas Joy Offering
helps provide financial assistance to current and former church workers and their
families and also enables deserving students to attend Presbyterian-related racial ethnic colleges and
schools.
This year there are three easy ways to give:
•
Through our collected offering during Service on December 18
•
Text JOY to 20222 for a $10 donation
•
Visit www.presbyterianmission.org/give/christmasjoy

Beginning in November we will be collecting unwrapped toys for ages 6 months to
12 years. There will be a designated area
in the narthex on Sunday mornings, or during the week you can bring items to the
church office. We have four Christmas
“stores” for parents to come and “shop” for
gifts for their children. We serve many
families in this way during the Christmas
holidays. Please support our military families with toys for their kids.
See Carolyn Taxer with any questions.

MOM’s Holiday Toy Drive
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By Kathie Baldwin,
Preschool Director

The children have settled into school and are learning the routines of their classroom. The curriculum
for children who have never been to school before is learning how to be a member of a learning community. It starts with learning to separate from family and trust the teachers to provide for their
needs. Now they are exploring their environments, classroom, art studio, and playground. Gaining
confidence to explore and enjoy school is our goal. This will give them confidence to take on the
world throughout their life.
Play dough is a wonderful material for the children, especially in the
beginning weeks of school. It is comforting to squeeze the warm
dough through your fingers. I frequently will pick up some play dough
and manipulate with my fingers when I’m visiting in classes. In the
Wild Things class they used combs with the play dough.

The outdoor teachers added a collection of metal items
(purchased at thrift stores) to the fence on the playground.
Children love hearing the different sounds each piece makes.
This differentiating of sounds is part of the process of
learning language.

One of our moms, Annie Burnham,
led an exercise class to benefit one of
our preschool families. This was a
fundraiser for the McMahon family. Their daughter Charley was in
the Wild Things class last year. This
summer she was diagnosed with leukemia. The funds raised will be
given to the family to help defray the
many costs involved in Charley’s
treatment. It is our hope and prayer
Charley will be strong enough to return to school this spring!

5

Congregational Life
The Tree of Life
Financial Report
of Monthly Pledges
Budgeted:

August
$34,267

September
$34,267

Actual:

$30,989

$28,960

Sarah and Derrick

Peace and Global
Witness Offering:
$1,640

Lynn
Marriage:

Sept. 24 ‒ Sarah Scardino & Derrick Harvey

Death:

Sept. 28 ‒ Lynn Herbert

The Deacon
TLC birthday
this month is:
November 22
Evelyn Meyer

"Enter into his gates with thanksgiving,
and into his courts with praise; be
thankful unto him, and bless his name.
For the Lord is good..."
Psalm 100:4, 5a
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How Anno Domini (AD) Came to Be?
By: David Helkenn
Imagine! You are a 6th century learned monk in Rome, assigned to translate from Greek to Latin
Canon Law, Papal documents of all kinds, and council decisions. You also have the job of completing the
table of future Easter Dates. Your name is Dionysius Exiguus (Dionysius the Humble). You have no trouble
with the translations and you can calculate the month and day for future dates of Easter; but, you are in a
quandary about how to identify the year.
You can choose among three systems for identifying the year. You could use the “Anno
Mundi” (AM) year, the “Consulate” year, or the “Imperial Regnal” year. If you choose the Anno Mundi
(Year of the World) system, the year would be 6032, since the world was created 6031 years ago, according
to many of your contemporaries. If you choose to use the Consulate year, the next year for Easter would be
when “Probus Junior” would be the Byzantine Consul. If you choose the Imperial Regnal year, next Easter
would be in the Diocletian year 248, and you really do not want to continue commemorating the tyrant who
instigated the worst persecution of Christians. What to do?
You decide to reject the Anno Mundi system because you realize that 531 years have already passed
since the birth of Jesus Christ, widely believed to have been born in 5500AM. In addition, according to the
view of many at the time, the world was to end in 6000, making the end of the world 31 years overdue. You
do not want to reinforce that belief. The Consulate year system is not a good option either. It is not as widespread as Christendom and lists of Consuls vary from source to source, causing confusion. The Regnal year
system would be good if you could come up with a better king.
Why not use Jesus Christ as the King? You use scripture and other (unknown) methods to arrive at a
year to start the Anno Domini (year of the Lord) system. Diocletian became Emperor in 284 (or 285, depending on what you use as new year’s day.) So, you calculate the current year as AD 531. Your table of Easter
Dates can now end with the last Diocletian year 247, and begin using your new AD 532 year for the next
Easter! This new and improved Anno Domini system will be more universal, less confusing, and based upon
the Savior’s birth, not his crucifixion. (Note: it does not stand for “After Death,” as some believe.)
It is now used to enumerate the years of only the Julian and Gregorian calendars. But it took awhile
for your innovation to catch on. The historian, the Venerable Bede, helped a lot by using it in his multivolume history of the Church, finished in 731 – that’s 200 years after the introduction of your Anno Domini
system. Charlemagne used Anno Domini exclusively during his reign of the Carolingian Empire. Finally, in
AD 888, Pope Leo VI decreed that all documents published by the Church shall henceforth use the Anno
Domini dating system.
It still took a while to become common. The Spanish “Caesar” year, dating back to 38 BC was used
up to the Middle Ages. Portugal finally adopted Anno Domini in AD 1422. The Russians resisted until AD
1700. The use of Anno Domini became standard as the use of the Gregorian Calendar spread.

And speaking of calendars… If you have extra
calendars for 2017 that you don’t need, you can
leave them on the table in the library. Need a
calendar? Now you know where to go to get one.
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On October 22nd, 16 women gathered at the
church for a special one-day retreat, led by
Mary Elva Smith.

We listened, we shared, we learned, and we laughed.
We worshiped through music, scripture and communion.
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Jill Gustafson led us in another of her fun
craft sessions. We created herbal tea
mixtures to take home.

A delicious lunch was
provided.
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Food for Thought

Hmmmmm...

(A helping of words)
by Joan Madler

From time to time over the last year during discussions with friends, the topic of when Chris would
retire would come up. It was never if, it was always
when. That question has been answered. That is going to make the next couple of months difficult in so
many ways as we anticipate the future of Faith Presbyterian Church without him and Martha. Hopefully
we can, along with our tears of losing them, remember with great joy the 21 years of having them both
as our friends and leaders in our choir, and Chris as
our Pastor.
I endured 11 years at East San Diego with our
supposed pastor (who seemed to be more a used car
salesman and politician) because of the caring and
wonderful family of friends I had there. The main
and perhaps only evidence that he was our “pastor”
was that he preached on Sunday morning.
With the merger of East San Diego Pres and
College Park churches I knew immediately that Chris
was truly a man of God, there to be the leader of his
flock. My husband El, died two months after the
merger. The Sunday before he died I had gathered
the family to spend some time together with him.
When Chris discovered this he came over to meet
everyone. The memorial service was the following
Saturday. I was impressed with the service Chris
conducted for him and am continually impressed
with every service he performs. I find it difficult
when a very human being, is turned into a saint at a
memorial service. Chris kept El human but I shall
never forget some of his final words, “You could feel
the love when the family was gathered with him.”
Most merged churches don’t survive for more
than a couple of years. I give all praise to Chris for
our survival. From the very beginning a reference to,
“this is how we did it at ESDP” was not acceptable.
The reply would be, “This is how we are going to do

it at Faith!” The same would happen if there was a
reference to how things were done at College Park.
Memorabilia of College Park that hung on the walls
such as photos of former pastors, disappeared rather
quickly.
We have enjoyed our lovely facility for so long
we may have forgotten the sad, not very convenient
College Park building we merged into. Thank you
Chris for persisting with the plans to make happen
the new beautiful office space, Faith Family Center,
meeting rooms and improved preschool building. It
has been a blessing to all who enter and perhaps the
crowning achievement of making the facility and the
church family Faith Presbyterian Church.
In the beginning our church family was attended mostly by seniors. At the time of the Children’s message the children that came forward were
3 grandchildren. It gradually grew to 5-10 or 15 children that would join Chris at the front of the Sanctuary. Then children grew up, the parents moved away
or found a new church home with more children in
attendance and we are again, a church family of
mostly seniors. I’d like to thank the current parents,
Robert Goode, Janet Sansom, Shoana Sikorski, the
Volkerts, the Vegas, and the Wilsons for allowing us
the joy of watching their children grow in our family.
I would also like to thank Cara Ann Maeda for her
years of service and the college ministry that developed under her leadership. Gracie brings a smile to
every face every time we think of or see her.
With Chris we have had a Bible Study leader, a
Stephen Ministry leader, a choir member, the leader
of Session and Deacons to keep us on track, and Vesper Service leader. For us as individuals he has been
with us in times of trouble, sorrow, illness and times
of death in the family. Thankfully he has also been
with us in times of fun and joy such as wedding ceremonies, birthday and anniversary celebrations, salad
luncheons, baked potato luncheons and taking wonderful trips to Israel, Greece, a choir tour of Germany
and so much more.
(Continued)
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I’m sure I am forgetting to mention other
accomplishments Faith has succeeded in, under
Chris’s faithful, God inspired leadership. So I
urge us all to dwell on all the ways that Chris
has touched our lives and enjoy these last
months with him and Martha.
As we do this let us praise God and rejoice
that we have had these wonderful years together
by singing in our minds and hearts this wonderful Hymn:
Blest be the tie that binds
Our hearts in Christian love;
The fellowship of kindred minds
Is like to that above.
Before our Father’s throne
We pour our ardent prayers;
Our fears, our hopes, our aims are one,
Our comforts and our cares.
We share our mutual woes,
Our mutual burdens bear,
And often for each other flows
The sympathizing tear.
When we are called to part,
It gives us inner pain
But we shall still be joined in heart
And hope to meet again.
We are told that this well-loved hymn
quoted above was “written to express a pastor's
unwillingness to leave a beloved congregation.”
For me it expresses the reassurance that we will
always be bound together in Christian love, and
shall still be joined in heart and love when we
meet again.

Ecclesiastes 3:1
For everything there is a season, and a time
for every matter under heaven.

Pew View

Julie Hudson’s Viewpoint

Thanksgiving Day, always enjoyed and remembered
with a great feast and fresh stories from familiar faces.
But this year would be different. Through their church,
they had agreed to host two newcomers in the community. Their special guests would be a doctor from Africa
and a grad student at the University.
On Thanksgiving Day, family members gathered
early, helping the last details for the celebration. When
the doorbell rang, the 10-year-old eagerly greeted the
grad student with, “My Dad told me he went to the same
university as you. He’s really anxious to meet you!”
Soon, the bell announced the other guest. A young
woman wearing a colorful floor-length dress entered asking, “Am I dressed all right?” She explained such an outfit was appropriate among her people for a special event.
Everyone thought her dress was wonderful!
Guests and family gathered around the large table. A
piano bench was placed for the youngsters. After Granny
was seated, all were seated. Granddad read lines from the
President's announcement for Thanksgiving, and as was
their custom, the blessing was sung.
The turkey was brought to the table and carving began. Granddad asked, “Who will start telling of their
thanks this year?” From the piano bench, Jean said she
was thankful for her role in the Christmas play, another
told of a new bike. Several others followed telling of opportunities and things received. Teenaged Dale bought a
snow blower with his earnings. Aunt Mary smiled as she
responded, “I’m thankful he’s going to clear my driveway!” But it was Bill who surprised everyone. “I proposed to Alice last night and she said Yes!” Whistles
and shouts of “Congratulations” followed.
The young doctor from Africa broke the pause that
followed. “Talk at the clinic is all about football. I
thought that was Thanksgiving and I wondered if I
should come. Now I’m glad I did.” Then she asked,
“How did Thanksgiving get started?” The children on
the piano bench began the account of the Pilgrims and
the Plymouth settlement.
“This is my first Thanksgiving dinner at a table.” The
grad student had the attention from all. “In my family,
this day is all about ball games. Family members and
friends fill plates from the buffet, then find their game of
choice. There are several TVs around the house, so all
might choose, but I think I like this better.”
All were quiet until Granny spoke. “You will have an
invitation here always.” Granddad affirmed, “May it be
so.”
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck, CRE
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey and
Emilia Modrušan
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Flower Harvey

We can’t move forward if we’re
still stuck in the past.
– Rabbi Aaron Levitt

DEADLINE FOR NEXT MONTH:

