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Pastor’s Ponderings

Happy New Year! Our final 5 days of Christmastide
culminate this Saturday with the Epiphany of the Lord,
celebrating the arrival of the wise men who looked for
and came to see Jesus Christ. A personal epiphany of
Jesus Christ by faith this year for you can bring a crystal
clear understanding of His will and plan for you in 2018.
The key is to keep seeking until you find Him. As the
saying goes, “Wise men still seek Him.”
Each Monday morning after I’ve enjoyed a blessed
breakfast time of food and fellowship with the men of
Faith PC at the Living Room Café on El Cajon Blvd.,
I look for the attendance sheet from Sunday morning,
prayerfully hoping for more folks to regularly participate
in the life of this church family. In discussions with different members, the question often comes up, “How can
we get more people into church?” For this New Year,
I’m suggesting that we reshape that interest to “What is
God doing in the world and this particular community in
San Diego where Faith PC is co-located with it?” From
that I suggest that we go further to ask “How can we join
and engage in what God is doing in this community and
in our midst?”
This New Year as disciples of Jesus, Faith Presbyterian Church is poised to enter the promised land of her
future, for which she will need faith. Did you know that
the African Impala can jump to a height of over 10’ and
cover a distance of greater than 30’? Yet these magnificent creatures can be kept in an enclosure in any zoo with
a 3’ wall. The animals will not jump if they cannot see
where their feet will fall.
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Faith is the ability to trust what we cannot see,
and with faith we are freed from the flimsy enclosures of life that only fear allows to entrap us. This
year members of the Faith PC family need to examine where their faith is placed, and have their
sights set on some goals. A person shooting at no
target will hit it every time. The Israelites were
able to enter the unknown Promised Land trusting
in God with all of their hearts. Where is your faith
today?
It was a fog shrouded morning, July 4, 1952,
when a young woman named Florence Chadwick
waded into the water off Catalina Island. She intended to swim the channel from the island to the
California coast. Long-distance swimming was
not new to her; she had been the first woman to
swim the English Channel in both directions. The
water was numbing cold that day. The fog was so
thick she could hardly see the boats in her party.
Several times sharks had to be driven away with
rifle fire. She swam more than fifteen hours before
she asked to be taken out of the water. Her trainer
tried to encourage her to swim on since they were
so close to land, but when Florence looked, all she
saw was fog. So she quit...only one-half mile from
her goal!
Later she said, “I’m not excusing myself, but if
I could have seen the land, I might have made it.”
It wasn’t the cold or fear or exhaustion that caused
Florence Chadwick to fail. It was the fog. Many
times we too fail, not because we’re afraid or because of the peer pressure or because of anything
other than the fact that we lose sight of the goal.
Maybe that’s why the Apostle Paul said, “I press
toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of
God in Christ Jesus.” (Phil. 3:14).
Two months after her failure, Florence Chadwick
walked off the same beach into the same channel
and swam the distance, setting a new speed record,
because she could see the land. People of God, you
can face the future with confidence as you keep focused on the land of your goals.
Do not remember the former things, or consider
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing; now it
springs forth, do you not perceive it? Isa. 43:18-19

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary
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College Park Preschool
Kathie Baldwin, Director

In a Time Magazine article, Jenny Santi discusses new data that shows giving to others boosts
our own happiness: “Scientific research provides compelling data to support evidence that giving is a powerful pathway to personal growth and lasting happiness. Experiments show evidence
that altruism is hardwired in the brain, and it’s pleasurable.” Jesus said, “…for I was hungry and
you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me…Truly, I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these, you did it unto me.”
The Preschool’s annual charity project will benefit the Homeless Camps in San Diego. Children
and their families are donating diapers, socks, hats, mittens, and small toys. They are learning the
valuable lesson about thinking of others by giving to those who do not have many resources.
On the playground, children had the opportunity to use
metallic paints to paint pumpkins, leaves and seed pods.
Some of the items were hung from a tree for all to enjoy.
On another day the children
found a praying mantis and with
the help of a teacher were able
to gently hold it in their hand.
There were also some tomato
worms for the children to hold or
touch. I learned those big horned
worms are very soft to the touch.
Once a month we have a fire drill at
school. I go through the school with a
fire dog puppet to notify them of the
drill. The children and their teachers
stop what they are doing and walk to
the step in front of the church. Once
we have gathered we sing a song
together. This month Mrs. Pedersen
with the help of Wyatt led the children
in a new song about a shark.

The children have been decorating trees
and the play structure with garland and
brightly colored balls. They also have
opportunities to decorate in their classroom. There is a variety of creative interpretation that they have to negotiate!

Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear and the blind can see. Mark Twain
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All Things Mission Study Committee
CAESURA
The Mission Study Committee’s report, Caesura, was approved by Session. The next step
sends the report to Presbytery for approval by the Committee on Ministry. Once approved
there, the report will be used by our Pastoral Nominating Committee as it starts work finding
our next pastor.
Through all of the wonderful and thoughtful inputs MSC received from the congregation, it
feels that the report is a great snapshot where the heart of the congregation lies, what it values,
and where it wants to go. Thus, the report has also been prepared as a tool for our congregation as we boldly grasp great opportunities and address challenges in the months ahead. We
want to keep the report inside the congregation, so it won’t be publicly posted on the website.
To receive your copy, please email Joe Huffaker, at jwhuffaker@cox.net and he’ll send you a
pdf copy. If you need the report in another version or format, please ask!
Finally, MSC remains grateful for the support, guidance, and inputs it has received while
putting this report together.
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Marian Abbott - 6th
June Millenaar - 30th

Our Christmas Potluck Dinner

The Chancel Flowers

will have a new cost
of $75.00 Starting in
January 2018. Just
a reminder that the
cost of the flowers
arrangements can
be split with another
member.
Sharon Cameron
Flower Ministry
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Financial Report 11/30/17
Envelope Offering for November 2017 was $30,341.27
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2017 is $28,976.33 per month
Stewarship
If you have not returned your pledge card please do so.
As of 12-12-2017 we received 68 Pledges that totaled $319,456.00!
The Per Capita for 2018 is $35.00

DATES TO REMEMBER
January 1st - Office Closed
New Year’s Day
January 15th - Office Closed
Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 18th - Newsletter Deadline
January 21st - Installation of
Officers, Elders and Deacons
“God has prepared for Himself one great song of praise throughout eternity, and those who enter the community
of God join in this song. It is the song that the “morning stars sang together and all the sons of God shouted for
joy” at the creation of the world. (Job 38:7). It is the victory song of the children of Israel after passing through
the Red Sea, the Magnificat of Mary after the annunciation, the song of Paul and Silas in the night of prison, the
song of the singers on the sea of glass after their rescue, the “song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of
the Lamb” (Rev. 15:3) It is the song of the heavenly fellowship.”
― Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community

January 7th
January 14th
January 21st
January 28th

SERMONS FOR JANUARY

Pastor Gary - Water and Spirit
Rev. Scott Mitchell (guest preacher) - Keen Ears, Open Heart
Pastor Gary - Going Jesus’ Way
Rev. Daniel So (guest preacher)

		 Rev. So is the Director of Cyclical San Diego.
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Mark 1:4-11
I Samuel 3:1-10
Mark 1:14-20
Mark 1:21-28

JANUARY

- - - 2017 AT A GLANCE - - THE MEN’S BREAKFAST
ON MONDAY MORNINGS
IS A YEAR-ROUND HAPPENING

STROVE TUESDAY
PANCAKES FOR COLLEGE KIDS

FEBRUARY
MARCH

GARY JOINED US

APRIL

EASTER SUNDAY AT FAITH

CHURCH POTLUCK

IN APRIL WE
HOSTED A CHILI
COOK-OFF
FUND-RAISER
FOR AGAPE
HOUSE

THE WOMEN’S
RETREAT WAS
HELD AT THE
PRINCE OF PEACE
ABBY

MAY
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Joe, chair

JUNE

Bonnie

David
Sharon

MISSION STUDY COMMITTEE FORMED
“Caesura” was approved by the
Session in December

Paula

Kathy
PENTECOST SUNDAY
CELEBRATION AND A
“THANK YOU FLOWER”
CELEBRATION FOR HER
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
MINISTRY

JUNE
WOMEN’S
LUNCH
THE PUM FUNDRAISER Golf4Good

JULY

ALL CHURCH PICNIC
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AUGUST

VBS WAS A HUGE SUCCESS

SEPTEMBER
OUR FIRST RALLY DAY!
THE ALL CHURCH SEMINAR
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OCTOBER

TRUNK OR TREAT

THE POTATO LUNCH

NOVEMBER
THE HOLIDAY MISSION FAIR

THE ICE CREAM SOCIAL

DECEMBER
NATIVITY SCENE FROM THE DISPLAY OF CRÈCHES
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Mission Committee Report for 2017
By: Elder David Helkenn, Chair

The committee tried some different directions this year. First, we worked with Agape House and
hosted their annual fund-raiser: the “Chili and Cookie Cook-Off” in the Faith Family Center. They
raised over $10,000 and FPC helped by providing space and some publicity. Second, we investigated the degree of interest among organizations addressing hunger insecurity in San Diego, for
holding or participating in a food resources informational fair style event that could be held in the
future. We invited a spokeswoman from the Hunger Coalition to advise the committee on what is
currently being done and on the prospects for 2017. In checking with various SDSU organizations,
there was already a lot being done through the campus farmers market and other food distribution
efforts, that no additional commitments were possible. It turned out, overall, there was interest, but
not enough for committing FPC resources to hosting such an event.
Thank you, Nancy Harber, for again organizing the very successful annual Holiday Mission Fair.
The bulk of the committee’s work centered on administering the Mission Committee’s 2017 budget
of $12,500; and, in managing the denomination’s four special offerings. The table below summarizes how the committee distributed your gifts.
ORGANIZATION
Discretionary

AMOUNT
$2,750

DESCRIPTION
Allocated as follows:

Military Outreach Ministries

$300
$500
$456
$2,750

Presbytery Shared Mission
Presbyterian Urban Ministries
Theological Education

$1,250
$2,750
$1,250

Wycliffe Bible Translators
Total:

$1,250
$10,506

Easter Sunrise Service
PUM Golf for Good
Next Steps Seminar
Distributed gifts in kind and provided social services to active
duty personnel at ranks E5 and below.
General mission and specific church development
Provides social and work-connected services
For academic scholarships to Presbyterian schools and
universities
Supports David and Silvia Riggs work in Mexico

Note: The amount distributed approximates 4.2% of the $250,000 anticipated pledged
amount. Your pledge matters!

As of the newsletter deadline, December 14, people of Faith have donated $5,271 to the three special offerings received to date: “One Great Hour of Sharing,” “Pentecost,” and “Peace and Global
Witness.” The “Christmas Joy Offering” has not been received yet. Thank you for your gifts!

CRU

(Campus Crusade for Christ)
AND
InterVarsity Christian Fellowship

says thank you to Faith Presbyterian
Church for letting them use our
facilities for their ministry
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Sunday School Director: Emilia Modrušan
Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

JAN
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Matthew 7:7

