FF
N
aith

amily
ews

Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
Pastor’s Ponderings

In 2001, sociologist Robert Putnam wrote his influential thesis about the decline of community engagement
in America. Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of
American Community described the culture’s retreat from
traditional in-person social networks like civic groups,
service clubs and even churches toward the more isolating kinds of entertainment and interaction made possible
by technology. Almost right on cue, Mark Zuckerberg
founded the social media platform Facebook while a college sophomore at Harvard in 2004. Originally designed
as a platform for college students to check one another
out, Facebook is now a worldwide network of some 2
billion users who interact with many “friends,” some of
whom they have never met in person. What was originally a chance to connect and reconnect with new and old
friends has morphed into a global phenomenon that purportedly shrinks the distance between people and gives
them an opportunity to interact and share themselves
with one another. Now in its second decade, Facebook
is engaged in a new mission. With a nod to Robert Putnam, Zuckerberg noted in a June 2017 speech: “It’s striking that for decades, membership in all kinds of groups
has declined by as much as one-quarter. That’s a lot of
people who now need to find a sense of purpose and support somewhere else.” For Zuckerberg, that somewhere
else is Facebook, which he sees as a postmodern, posttraditional form of “church.” “People who go to church
are more likely to volunteer and give to charity,” says
Zuckerberg, “not just because they’re religious, but beAPRIL 2018

cause they’re part of a community.” Zuckerberg’s
vision of Facebook as a kind of church doesn’t rule
out God, but it does lift up a kind of community for
community’s sake. In the Facebook church, who or
what is being worshiped? What’s the community’s
purpose?
We do engage in social media and have a church
website https://faithchurchsandiego.org/, and
Facebook pages https://www.facebook.com/faithchurchsd/ and https://www.facebook.com/FaithPresSDSU/ and an Instagram site https://www.
instagram.com/faithchurchsd/, but they pale in
significance to experiencing fellowship together in
Christ in person!
Comparing a virtual church of billions of isolated
individuals tapping on keyboards to the real thing
might cause us in our Faith Presbyterian Church
family to smile and perhaps laugh. But we have
to ask ourselves the question: What is the church
missing that would allow Zuckerberg and millions
of others to want to substitute wading through political rants and vacation selfies for real interaction
with a living, breathing, worshiping community?
In what ways has our church allowed the Bowling
Alone theory to become a reality?
We began this month singing our alleluias and
proclaiming “he is risen!” We trace our roots to
the miracle and might of the resurrection of Jesus
Christ, which empowered and guided the community of the followers of Jesus. Their stories are
told throughout the book of Acts. Almost nobody
worships, evangelizes or bowls alone in that book
and all the interaction is face to face. This is what
the church does. While Facebook’s innovation has
had an amazing impact in the world by bringing us
faces (of friends and family) right to our screens,
the church allows us to experience faces-- the faces
and lives of people in a community of faith, a community in which we act, serve and work together
for the glory of God!
From the very beginning of Acts, we learn that
God, via the Holy Spirit, created this community
called church not for the purpose of people merely checking one another out, but for introducing
people to the good news of what God had done
through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus
Christ. The very premise of the community was
that God had come in person in Jesus and hadn’t
settled for sharing a meme or posting a manifesto.
Jesus would form a real community of disciples,
complete with their own quirks and flaws, and train
them how to interact with others in order to bring
them into God’s kingdom. The Spirit empowered
them for this work and, as a result, the community
platform grew by leaps and bounds. Immediately,
continued on page two
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this community began connecting in person around tables in their homes, in the temple and through sharing their
goods with one another (Acts 2:42-47). For the community of the early church, they were a lot more about selfless
service than selfies!
What we see in someone’s Facebook profile is precisely what they want us to see and no more. Those vacation
photos, pics of new cars and beautiful selfies are all designed in some way to show everyone else that we’re doing
quite well, thank you very much. For some people, the goal is to attract more “friends” and receive more “likes,”
which can make even the most mature adult begin acting like an insecure and self-obsessed seventh-grader. There’s
even evidence that using Facebook can cause depression in some who see the lives their “friends” present online as
being much better than their own.
The church, on the other hand, was designed as a community where people focus on others more than themselves.
It was created as a group centered on belief in the God who had saved them because they were all in the same situation -- they were all sinners in need of grace. They had no impression to manage because they were all outsiders to
their culture. Instead, they were “of one heart and soul,” completely focused on what God had done for them in Jesus
(Acts 4:32). They modeled their lives after him by voluntarily and sacrificially caring for others to the point of seeing
their own personal possessions as being available to everyone else in the community. Facebook, on the other hand,
has no overarching narrative other than the collective stories of its users and no authoritative testimony other than
the individual’s opinion and worldview.
A need for community led the early church to be generous with one another. As God had been generous with his
grace in Jesus, so they would be generous with one another, believing that their lives were part of something much
bigger than themselves. While Facebook has launched a revolution in the way people relate to one another in a technological age, it can never replace the church and its real-life impact. Perhaps if we took seriously the way of community in the early church we wouldn’t be competing with a virtual substitute. We can once again more completely
be people of the Book who share with others face to face!
How might our Faith Presbyterian Church family better reflect this kind of community? What are we doing to
promote it? How are we helping people to move from bowling and posting alone toward a real encounter with Jesus
and his people? Sisters and brothers, think on these things.
Do not remember the former things, or consider the things of old. I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? Isa. 43:18-19

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

HE TheISLordRISEN
is risen indeed

Jesus appeared to the disciples
Jesus came and stood in their midst
John 20: 19, 20, 24
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Pastor Nominating Committee Elected!

The following church members were elected at a special
called meeting after church on March 18th for the purpose
of electing a PNC. Their purpose is to find a new pastor for
Faith Presbyterian Church.
Dr. Jill Gustafson - Ben Holman
Joseph Huffaker - Dr. Gordon Lillie - Sue Razzaia
Anastacia Tobin - Kim Wilson

THE NEXT STEP OF OUR SEARCH FOR A NEW PASTOR,
NOW THAT THE PNC HAS BEEN ELECTED.
Our pastoral search will be disciplined, intentional, and “by the book.” Second, we
believe that in God’s providence, God already has chosen a pastor for FPC. In God’s
time and in God’s way, the PNC will be led to that person, and he or she will be the
chosen instrument to answer God’s call and to serve in this place. Thus the work of the
PNC will be guided by prayer and driven by the Holy Spirit start to finish. First, the
committee will meet to choose their chair and secretary, and then with representatives
of the Committee on Ministry of the San Diego Presbytery for orientation to their task
and guidelines to be followed. The PNC then will prepare a Ministry Information Form.
This is a verbal snapshot of the church that serves as an introduction to the church for
prospective pastors. It contains information from statistical reports and the congregational survey to describe the church, its mission and ministry, the vision for the future,
its needs and expectations of its pastor, and the resources the church has (people and
material wealth) to carry out its mission. Once the Ministry Information Form is completed, it goes online through our denominational headquarters, and it becomes accessible to all pastors who are interested in seeing it. It will be used to match prospective
pastors to FPC, based on skills, education, experience, and priorities in ministry. Prospects will be referred to the PNC, along with names submitted by the congregation.
This is just the beginning of the process!!

OUR ACOLYTE AND SERMON ON THE STEPS MINISTRY

Some of our
Sermon on the Step
Volunteers

Kim
Stacy
Pastor Gary
Briana
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When children are given open-ended materials
their creativity and problem-solving skills are
expanded. In the Bee class, the teachers asked
parents to donate boxes and other random materials for the children to create with. Along with
boxes they received donations of an egg carton
and paper towel rolls. The teachers set out tape
and various kinds of paper. The children worked
in small groups or by themselves and started
creating. They made a couple robots and a large
mail box as well as some small creations.
College Park is a “Reggio”/emergent curriculum
school. Today 3-23-18 was a perfect example of
this philosophy. As it started to rain the children
were talking about rain, lightning, and thunder. This
emerged from the children because of the weather
they were experiencing in the moment. The teachers
don’t plan a unit about weather to impart information.
They wait for a time when there is an awareness of
the weather being different and the children can experience what it feels and sounds like.
I walked into the Butterfly class to give something to
the teachers. A child came running up to me excitedly saying, “Here’s your invitation, we’re having
a party.” I asked, “What is the party for?” Several
children started telling about the birthday party they
were having for their teacher (it was the teachers
birthday). They had written invitations, set the table,
and made sure everyone knew to sing. The room
was full of excitement as each child had taken on
a job of their choice to prepare for the party; some
working in groups and others by themselves.
“Everything has beauty, but not everyone sees it.”		
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Confucius
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The Chancel Flowers
will have a new cost
of $75.00 Starting in
January 2018. Just
a reminder that the
cost of the flowers
arrangements can
be split with another
member.

Rory Volkert has just become an Eagle Scout.
The other morning, Rory’s mom, Stacy, heard Rory
singing “This is The Day The Lord Has Made,” one of
our choral Introits. Who said that our young people
don’t really listen to what our choir sings?

APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Sharon Cameron
Flower Ministry

Cynthia Hatfield - 2
Briana Bashaw-Wood - 3rd
Sue Razzaia - 25rd
nd

If you would like to see your birthday
listed in the newsletter with just the day,
not the year. Please email that information to Joe Rodriguez (jcr14@att.net)
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A great time was had by all!!

Dear Ben and Ruby
Happy 70th Anniversary!
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Financial Report 02/28/18
Envelope Offering for February 2018 was $17,291.17
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2018 is $26,621.33 per month
2018 Per Capita Assessment is $6,848.24
Per Capita collected in January & February was $2,887.00, this is a good start!
About 42%
Please pay your $35.00 per member Per Capita!
PILP Rebate on our loan was $9,099.25

DATES TO REMEMBER

March 30th - Good Friday Service - 7pm
April 1st - Easter Sunrise Service - 6:30am
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, Balboa Park

April 1st - Easter Pancake Breakfast - 8am
April 1st - Kid’s Easter Egg Hunt - 8:45am
Faith Presbyterian Church

April 1st - Easter Worship Service - 9:30am
April 10th - Hot Dog Stand - 11am
April 15th - Travel Group Meeting - 11am
April 19th - Newsletter Deadline
April 22nd - Earth Day Project - 11am

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE

March 30th - The Nails of the Cross (Good Friday) - Pastor Gary

April 1st
April 8th
April 15th
April 22nd
April 29th

Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary

-

SERMONS FOR APRIL

Seeing, Hearing, Believing
Terms of Peace
A Matter of Life & Death
Follow the Leader
Branches & Vines				
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John 20:1-18
John 20:19-31
Luke 24:36b-48
John 10:1-18
John 15:1-8

Easter is coming April 1st
HERE ARE SOME EASTER EVENTS AND
OPPORTUNITIES TO PARTICIPATE IN.
Easter Sunrise Service - 6:30am
Spreckels Organ Pavilion, Balboa Park
Host Church: St. Stephen’s Church of God
Help Make Our Flower Cross Beautiful.
Bring a flower or flowers from your garden to
be placed on the cross. Bring them to Room 1
on Easter Sunday no later than 8:00am.
Easter Morning
Pancake Breakfast
8:00am - Faith Family Center
$4 per person
$10 per immediate family

Easter Sunday Celebration - 9:30am
here at Faith Presbyterian Church

Kid’s and Palm Branches
- - Palm Sunday - -
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Emilia Modrušan, Children’s Ministry Coordinator

For Lent, the Youth and Sunday School classes have combined! Sarah and I have been teaching all of the children together
each Sunday using the curriculum that Sarah has been writing
following the topic of the sermons.
The kids decorated their fish banks for the One Great Hour
of Sharing. They will be donating change to
the organization to provide food and water to
people that have been affected by disasters.
One of the fun activities the children like to
do after our lesson is Pictionary! Sometimes
they will draw parts of the Bible story from
that day and the other kids have to guess. After that, they will just draw anything they can think of. Check out Riley’s
piano!
We are still looking for more people from the congregation to sign up
as a volunteer for Sunday School! If you are interested, please let me or
Sarah know.

ROCK SOLID IN A SEASON OF SHIFTING SANDS

WOMEN OF FAITH
2018 RETREAT

Knowing God’s Peace While Navigating Life’s Many Changes
The Rev. Rosalind Ziccardi will be leading, guiding us.

This year’s Women’s Retreat will be held on June 8 10, once again at the beautiful Prince of Peace Abbey
in Oceanside. The Rev. Rosalind Ziccardi will be leading us this year. Come and join us! Cost is $185.00 for
2 nights, 6 meals and a wonderful weekend.
See Mary-Margaret Allen with questions.
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Hot Dog Stand
The College Committee held our March Hot Dog Stand a week late as we were rained out the week before!
That doesn’t happen very often. A little over 100 students stopped by for a chili dog, cookies, and fruit. They
are always so appreciative and we enjoy talking with them. Irene Elder, one of our volunteers, spent quite a bit
of time visiting with a student from Bogota, Colombia. (We have the privilege of meeting quite a few international students and they are always amazed that we give away free food.) We also get to visit with a few of our
preschool parents and their little ones. Always a treat for us.
An interesting thing occurred. The back door of a car waiting at the signal opened and a young man rushed up
and quickly put together a hot dog, then jumped back into the car. He said he was getting it for his Uber driver!!
That was a first!
Volunteers are always welcome. We are there from 10:30 a.m. until about 2:00 p.m. Come join us!
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April 21, 2018
n Parish Hall
T MESA Blvd, S.D. 92124

en at 5:30pm
at 6:15pm

r 8 at a discount for $175
and support the Auctions.

his event a success, so we can
or Enlisted Military Families.

tions concerning the SD MOM Luau

omom.org

Good Food

Silent Auction

SD Military Outreach Ministries
Luau Fundraiser
TICKETS $25

Saturday April 21, 2018
Ascension Parish Hall
11292 CLAIREMONT MESA Blvd, S.D. 92124
Doors open at 5:30pm
Dinner at 6:15pm

Purchase a table for 8 at a discount for $175
Invite friends to come and support the Auctions.

We need help in making this event a success, so we can
continue to help our Junior Enlisted Military Families.

To purchase tickets or have any questions concerning the SD MOM Luau
Fundraiser Please contact
Barbara Chavez @ barbara@sandiegomom.org
Good Food

Silent Auction

Join us for a fun Earth
Day experience. We
will be learning small
steps we can all take
towards living a more
Earth-friendly life. This
will include a delicious
vegan lunch and a
fabric food wrap craft,
which will help us all
use less disposable plastic. Please invite your
friends and neighbors
to this fun event!

- 11 -

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Sunday School Director: Emilia Modrušan
Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Jesus Esquivel
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH
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Matthew 7:7

