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Monthly Newsletter
Pastor’s Ponderings

This month the 7 weeks of Eastertide conclude, and
on Pentecost Sunday, 20 May, many people are anticipating the unofficial start to summer with Memorial Day
weekend coming up just five days later. With the advent
of summer comes the anticipation of vacation time. But
what sort of vacation? Embarking on relaxing trips like
the beach, camping or soaking up the sun by a pool somewhere, or being pampered and entertained on a cruise?
After all, vacation is supposed to be a time to decompress
and “get away from it all,” right?
An increasing number of people seem to disagree with
that conventional wisdom. One of the fastest growing
segments of the tourism industry is “adventure travel.”
Rather than looking for some down time, more and more
people are looking to actually get out and experience the
world. They want to get up close and personal through
exciting, arduous and risky adventures. This might mean
trekking through a jungle, climbing a distant mountain
or cycling through a developing country. Whatever the
nature of the adventure, the common theme is the desire
to be connected to nature, engaged with another culture
and/or challenged to their physical limits. Travel experts
divide these adventures into two categories: “soft” and
“hard” adventures. A “soft” adventure involves getting
out there but not getting too far away from the evening
buffet. Think of going on an African safari, for example.
Out there on the savannah, you are not the highest life
form on the food chain, but you have the advantage of
being in a protected vehicle and get to view the danger
through a camera lens. Or, snorkeling. You can get up
close and personal with sea life in shallow water withMAY 2018

out worrying about a pulmonary embolism ruining
your vacation and your life. A “hard” adventure,
on the other hand, would involve actually hiking
and camping on the savannah with no steel bars
to protect you, or donning scuba gear and heading
down into the depths of the sea. Think of mountain
climbing, riding your bike through the Middle East
or taking a 1,000-mile walk, for example, and you
get the idea of a “hard” adventure.
For these types of adventures, it’s best to have a
guide service to direct you and keep you on track.
A good adventure guide service will help you plan
your trek and even make some of the arrangements
for your lodging, meals and dealing with your baggage. The service will provide a good packing list,
the extra equipment you might need, maps and
directions and even monitor your progress. When
we look at Jesus’ last words to his disciples in the
gospel of John, we might see them as an advertisement for the “hard” adventure the followers of Jesus have ahead of them. The Twelve had followed
Jesus up and down the hills of Galilee, on the long
road to Jerusalem and through the deserts of Judea.
They had been in storms that might have drowned
them, confronted demons that terrified them and
seen miracles that blew their minds. They had been
with Jesus every step of the way as their guide and
friend, but the time was coming soon when Jesus
would trek to the cross, the grave and then to the
right hand of the Father. He would soon be leaving
his friends behind to continue the adventure. Both
Peter and Thomas had previously requested Jesus’
itinerary (13:36; 14:5), but as Jesus gives his parting words, he keeps the focus on how his disciples
would continue the mission and the journey ahead.
For that adventure, they would need a Guide, and
Jesus promises to send them the “Advocate,” the
Holy Spirit, “the Spirit of truth who comes from
the Father” (v. 26). As the Spirit has testified to Jesus’ person and mission, the disciples will now take
that testimony to the rest of the world. It will be
a “hard” adventure because that testimony won’t
be welcome in a world that is hostile to the truth
about Jesus. “They will put you out of the synagogues,” Jesus warns. “Indeed, an hour is coming
when those who kill you will think that by doing
so they are offering worship to God. And they will
do this because they have not known the Father or
me” (vv. 2-3). You wouldn’t blame the disciples
for thinking that heading for the beach and some
drinks with umbrellas in them would be a safer use
of their time.
This is going to be a tough trek, a “hard” adventure if you will, Jesus warns them. But it’s a necessary one if the good news about Jesus is going to
reach the distant cultures and remote places of the
world. It’s going to take some willing adventurers
continued on page two
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who will travel light with gear but be burdened with the need to speak the truth about what God has done in coming
to the world in the flesh to bring light to the darkness and life in the midst of death (1:1-18). Jesus had come into
the world and was on his way back to the Father, but the disciples were now focused on themselves and what they
would be doing. They don’t ask Jesus where he’s going anymore; the question for them is, “What’s going to be our
destination and how do we get there?” (v. 5).
It used to be that hiring a guide meant that you would have someone directly on the ground with you in whose footsteps you would follow to get to the destination. While that’s still true for many adventures, technology has made it
possible for you to be guided virtually instead, tracked by GPS and connected via radio, or mobile or satellite phone
to a guide who is always monitoring your progress with the big picture in mind. Jesus is saying something similar to
his disciples. They won’t have Jesus as their on-the-ground guide anymore, but Jesus tells them that’s a good thing.
Sensing their sorrow and confusion, Jesus promises them a new Guide who will help them expand their trekking capacity and keep the big picture in mind. “It is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Advocate
will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you” (v. 7).
What services does the Guide provide? The Holy Spirit Guide will point out the twists and turns in the route ahead
and help the followers of Jesus know what to look for as they trek into the world. Jesus tells the disciples that their
Guide will point out four wrong paths that the world has taken -- paths that their proclamation of the gospel, in the
power of the Spirit, will correct (v. 8).
The Holy Spirit Guide will help us with the problem of sin (v. 9). The metaphor, if you want to extend it, is that the
Holy Spirit will help us not to stuff anything into our backpack that is essentially worthless for the trek we’re taking.
No need to be overburdened. We don’t need the hairdryer, the laptop, canned goods, etc., on this trip.
The world’s idea of the nature of sin is that sin is something that a person does, or commits. On one level this is true.
But the Holy Spirit helps us understand the cause of sin. Too many people think that all we need to do is work harder
and do more good things than bad things and that someday, God will decide that we qualify for heaven. Wrong. The
world has it wrong. The problem of sin is not what we do with our hands, but who we are in our hearts. Not what we
do, but who we are. Acts of sin are caused by a sin nature, by a predisposition to sin. The Holy Spirit helps us conserve a lot of spiritual energy by understanding that in the path of life, Jesus has done everything for us and before
us. This will help us to tell others on the trail that Christ’s preparatory work has freed us from the burden of “trying
our best” so we can simply do the work God has given us to do.
The Holy Spirit Guide will help us with the problem of doing good (v. 10). This is the flip side of the above. The
Holy Spirit helps us stuff our pack with good things. Many people think that goodness is something we do. Thanks
to the Guide, we know that goodness is not doing, but being. For our journey, the Holy Spirit Guide provides us
with a new nature, a new heart. It’s like we’re a “new creation!” Unfortunately, the world’s idea of righteousness
is that the more good we do the more righteous we are. The Guide, Jesus says, will help the disciples see what true
righteousness looks like, using Jesus himself as the model. He may be returning to the Father, but through the Spirit
he will continue to guide them and empower them to do what he has done. Indeed, they will do even greater things
(14:12-14).
The Holy Spirit Guide will help us with the route (v. 11). The Holy Spirit Guide knows the route. We often make
poor route choices because we begin with faulty premises and a poor understanding of the terrain. What the world
thinks is important is usually not important. What the world thinks is wise is often pretty foolish. The world thinks
success is measured by material things. The world thinks that greatness is when people are your servants. The world
thinks that the one with the most toys wins. The world thinks that wisdom comes from being highly educated. The
world values a “me-first” mentality. The world values the pleasure principle. The world values popularity, power and
position.
The Holy Spirit Guide helps us reverse these judgments. Success is not measured by material things. The greatest
among us are the servants of others. The wisdom of the world is foolishness to God. Selfishness is not a virtue in
God’s world. Because it feels good doesn’t make it right. And so on. By understanding how God judges or looks at
things, the disciples will be able to make good decisions. Finally, the Holy Spirit Guide will help us with the Truth
(v. 11). “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but
will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come,” says Jesus (v. 13). “Truth” is a
major theme in John’s gospel. In fact, it will be Pontius Pilate who asks the question on the world’s mind as they are
confronted with Jesus: “What is truth?” (18:38). The truth is that Jesus himself is the way, the truth and the life (14:6).
In other words, if we emulate Jesus, our lives will not be a lie. Our lives instead will be lives of integrity, honesty,
service, selflessness and humility -- all counterintuitive from the world’s point of view. If the disciples want to follow Jesus where he is going, then that means following his way, his truth and his life in spite of the dangers, twists
and turns ahead. The only way to navigate that way is with a Guide who will take what Jesus has said and done and
“declare it” to us so that we will glorify him (vv. 14-15).
On Pentecost Sunday, 20 May, we remember that when the Guide arrived, he launched the disciples on a new
adventure. Following Jesus has never been about retreating from the world to a tropical island and “getting away
from it all.” It’s always been about following the way, the truth and the life of Jesus for the purpose of changing the
world for God’s glory. It’s a tough adventure, but it’s the only destination that ultimately matters. How is the Spirit
guiding you personally and our church in these turbulent times? What has the Guide pointed out to you about the
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Snail art
The children are exploring bugs
throughout the school. There are
rolly pollies, worms, caterpillars,
chrysalis, butterflies, snails, ladybugs and praying mantis eggs.

Rolly Pollies

Worms

The children have been digging
VERY deep in the Dino Dig this
month. They were being paleontologist carefully uncovering
dinosaur bones. First, there was
digging using shovels to make
the big hole. Once the bones appeared the children used spoons
and paint brushes to uncover the
skeleton. This is the first time
since the Dino Dig was created
that the dino skeletons have been
discovered by the children.
Summer Fun registration is full and I have started a
wait list for a possible third class. There are 2 sessions;
session #1 June 19-July 5 and session #2 July 10-26.
Registration for the 2018-19 school year that starts in September is nearly completed.
There are still openings for the 2 day (Tuesdays and Thursdays) 4-year-old classes. If
you know of any 4-year-olds looking for a wonderful preschool send them my way.
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Financial Report 03/30/18
Envelope Offering for March 2018 was $39,978.67
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2018 is $26,621.33 per month
2018 Per Capita Assessment is $6,848.24
Per Capita collected in January, February & March was $3,202.00.
About 47%
If you have not paid your Per Capita, please do so.
($35.00 per member)
One Great Hour collected in March was $1,763.85

DATES TO REMEMBER

May 2nd - Coffee Stand - 9:30am
May 3rd - Coffee Stand - 9:30am
May 6th - Salad Luncheon - 11:00am
May 17th - Newsletter Deadline
May 20th - Ann Ruppert’s Memorial Service - 1:00pm
May 28th - Office Closed for Memorial Day

Budget
% of Per Capita

Summary
Total Per Capita
$6,848
Total Income as of March
$3,202

47%

SERMONS FOR MAY
May 6th
May 13th
May 20th
May 27th

Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary

-

Abide in My Love
Belonging to a New World
Rushing Wind, Changing Lives
Spirit Led

John 15:9-17
John 17:6-19
Acts 2:1-21
Romans 8:1-17

SERMONS FOR JUNE
June 3rd
June 10th
June 17th
June 24th

Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary

-

Children and God in Our Midst
Inner Renewal & Eternal Hope
Woodshedding the Faith This Summer
Stand for Something
-4-

1 Samuel 3:1-10
2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1
Mark 4:26-34
1 Samuel 17:1-49

Don’t Forget Our
Annual Salad Luncheon
Sunday, May 6th

Easter 2018

following worship

Jesus Christ is Risen Today!

Hallelujah!
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The Chancel Flowers

DEATHS

Ann Ruppert - April 2nd

MAY BIRTHDAYS

The price increased
to $75.00 in January.
Just a reminder that
the cost of the floral
arrangements can
be split with another
member.
Sharon Cameron
Flower Ministry

Virginia Gengor - 2nd
Penny Sartori - 6th
Lola Wilson - 17th
If you would like to see your birthday
listed in the newsletter with just the day,
not the year. Please email that information to Joe Rodriguez (jcr14@att.net)

Did Karl Barth Really Say “Jesus Loves Me, This I Know….?
Taken from an article on January 24, 2013 by Roger E. Olson

A while back I asked a question mainly out of curiosity. Did Karl Barth really answer a student’s question (during his 1962
trip to the U.S.) with “Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so?”
What sparked my curiosity are two things. First, I’ve heard the story numerous times in sermons and read it numerous times
in books. Second, I wrote a book in which I told the story (in a chapter about Barth) and an anonymous reviewer of the prepublication manuscript (ostensibly a scholar of modern theology) attempted to shoot down the story as apocryphal. If I am
going to leave it in the manuscript, such that it ends up being published, I need to know that it really happened.
According to the best accounts of the incident I have heard (many have taken on weird additions), Karl Barth was at Rockefeller Chapel (really a Gothic cathedral!) on the campus of the University of Chicago during his lecture tour of the U.S. in
1962. After his lecture, during the Q & A time, a student asked Barth if he could summarize his whole life’s work in theology
in a sentence. Barth allegedly said something like “Yes, I can. In the words of a song I learned at my mother’s knee: ‘Jesus
loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” That is the simple, unadorned story. Many tellers have adorned it with additions of their own (in sermons, etc.).
Years ago I met a seminary professors (of one of the many seminaries near the University of Chicago) who told me he was
there and heard Barth say it. Unfortunately, I did not keep his name. I don’t remember who he was. But I remember feeling
that his testimony confirmed the story as other than apocryphal.
So, after the anonymous critic of my manuscript challenged the story, I asked here if anyone heard Barth say it or knew
someone who heard Barth say it. Several things happened as a result.
First, someone pointed out that Barth scholar Martin Rumscheidt mentioned the incident in his 1968 memorial speech and
that is included in a book he co-edited (Fragments, Grave and Gay). However, Rumscheidt there says Barth said it in Richmond, Virginia (presumably at Union Theological Seminary of Richmond).
Second, I received a message on my blog asking me to e-mail the person as she claimed to have heard Barth say it in Richmond in 1962. I e-mailed her twice, but she has not responded to my e-mails.
Third, a reader of my blog said he knew someone who was there, in Chicago, in 1962, and heard the student’s question
and Barth’s answer. I have now received an e-mail from that person. He is Noel Vose of Australia, a Baptist theologian and
founder of a Baptist seminary (which now bears his name). In his e-mail to me dated January 23, Dr. Vose says “Yes, I was
in Chicago for Barth’s lecture., and I recall the incident.” This is good enough for me. I consider Dr. Vose a reliable source.
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Breast Cancer 3 Day Walk - August 17-19, 2018
One more time... again.
Once again, because of my past participation in the 3 Day Walk, and the amount of money I had
raised, I was offered a chance to walk in another city - airfare and hotel accommodations paid.
So, again, why not?
I’m going to Minneapolis-St. Paul!
However, there is still money to raise - it is still $2,300.00.
Donations can be made online at www.the3day.org. Click on FIND A PARTICIPANT and follow
the directions. I will have donation forms for mailing, or donations can be given to me and I will
do the work.
This one’s for Bobbie.

							

ROCK SOLID IN A SEASON OF SHIFTING SANDS

Mary-Margaret Allen

WOMEN OF FAITH
2018 RETREAT

Knowing God’s Peace While Navigating Life’s Many Changes
The Rev. Rosalind Ziccardi will be guiding us.
This year’s Women’s Retreat will be held on June 8 - 10,
once again at the beautiful Prince of Peace Abbey in
Oceanside. Come and join us! Cost is $185.00 for 2
nights, 6 meals and a wonderful weekend.
Some financial help can be available.
See Mary-Margaret Allen with questions.
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The Pastor Nominating Committee is at work and busy! The members are Jill Gustafson,
Ben Holman, Joe Huffaker, Gordon Lillie, Sue Razzaia, Anastacia Tobin, and Kim Wilson. Additionally, the Presbytery has assigned Scott Mitchell as our liaison in his role as
a member of its Committee on Ministry. At the first meeting, Joe Huffaker was elected
Chair, and Jill Gustafson Co-Chair. Scott walked the committee through its responsibilities and will continue to work with the team. The first deliverable will be Faith Presbyterian’s Ministry Information Form (MIF). The MIF is the job description for our next
pastor. It lays out the basics of the congregation, like size, demographics, and attendance
in worship. Importantly, it tells who we are as a congregation and where we are headed in
our ministry and congregational life. The Mission Study Report will inform much of this
detail. Once the MIF is complete, it will be entered into our denomination’s Church Leadership Connection (CLC). This is a clearing house for churches looking for pastors and
pastors looking for churches. Once our MIF is uploaded, we’ll start to hear from persons
interested in becoming our pastor.
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It will take many weeks of discernment, prayer, and discussion for PNC to complete the
MIF to present Faith accurately and completely. Please pray for the members during this
time!

If you haven’t seen the Mission Study Report yet and want to read a copy, you’re in luck!
Everyone in the congregation is invited and encouraged to read it. Please contact Joe
Huffaker (jwhuffaker@cox.net) for an electronic copy. Hard copies are also available the
Church Office.

Bible Study with Pastor Gary
Wednesday Mornings
10:30am - 11:30am
Room Two
Pastor’s Ponderings continued from page two

world that challenges your assumptions and those of
our church? To what new journey is the Guide inviting you and Faith Presbyterian Church? Hear afresh
the Lord calling your name and inviting you to join
the adventure, and then gear up and move out!
Do not remember the former things, or consider
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?
Isa. 43:18-19

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

- - Come Join Us - -
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We were served a marvelous vegan

lunch along with a delicious ice cream
textured banana dessert by
Jill Gustafson and Betsy Bestoso.

There were also several craft

activities and ideas for those who
were in attendance.
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We Bid Farewell to our
Beloved Custodian, Jesús Esquivel

Jesús, his wife, Marina, and his daughter, Karen

Jesús Esquivel

Some churches sing “God Be With You Till We Meet
Again” for farewells; however, at Faith Presbyterian
Church we eat cake and cake we did eat as we celebrated
Jesús’ retirement after 23 years of faithful service as our
custodian. We wish Jesús and his family all the best as
they move on to this new chapter in their lives.
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Sunday School Director: Emilia Modrušan
Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Kathie Baldwin
Custodian: Vacant
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

MAY

17

Matthew 7:7

