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Monthly Newsletter
Pastor’s Ponderings

Why Do I (Tithe, Offer, and Give)?
Sunday, 11 Nov combines two special events: Stewardship & Ice Cream….YES! In preparation for your prayerful commitment for 2019, I’d like to share some thoughts
about tithing and giving, looking at what the Bible says
about tithing and offerings, why we lump it all in as “Stewardship” and why it is important to our spiritual growth.
Did you know that, literally, the word “Tithe” means
1/10th? Tracing their Jewish root, Christians have staked
their worldview on the belief that the world was created
by God, including the pinnacle of creation humanity. This
belief establishes two things: That the Creator owns it all
and that the creation – we at the peak of creation – answer
to God. Starting with the creation story in Genesis 1, we
read, 26Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air,
and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the
earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the
earth. 31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good.” (NRSV)
So God created and put humans in charge of the creation. We are “stewards,” something like Mr. Carson who
ran things on behalf of Lord Robert Crawley in Downton
Abbey. Yes, in a manner of speaking. We could say that
God set the stage, appointed the main characters and gave
the script. Humanity’s job was to honor the Playwright
by honoring the lines and scenes and themes. We know
what happened with the apple, of course. But God didn’t
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abandon creation; God revised the rules of engagement. One such regulation had to do with acknowledging our dependence on God. Since God gave us
everything, we pay tribute to that undisputed fact by
returning a portion.
Every culture and religion has some version of
sacrifices and offerings. Some of them gruesome
and horrific. Some scholars who point out that Yahweh instituted standards to have the Hebrew people stand apart from culturally accepted practices.
But the answer to who and why goes back to the
Rules of engagement. There is a direct link between
recognizing that everything that sustains us in life
points back to God. It’s like a child given $5 to
buy a Christmas gift for Mother. Father gives the
child the bill; the child has no money, and takes her
shopping. Solidifying the relationship between Parent and Child always begins with the Parent. But the
point is to teach the joy of giving. The child discovers this joy seeing the pleased surprise on Mother’s
face. There is so much the child does not understand
about what is going on, but the bond is deepened –
even at a young age. Like Father teaching the value
of giving, God instructed a ritual for the people to
personally and collectively return a fraction of what
was given to them.
The rules got codified. Over generations, teaching
the Israelites to grasp their relationship to God, and
honor God, took some deep training. Under it all,
God, who promised faithfulness despite our fallen
nature, insists on relationship and not allowing the
creature to exploit God’s gracious nature. We are
not to take advantage of God; to want, demand, and
take things, and ignore God, like spoiled children.
While we’re still stewards accountable to God for
nurturing and protecting the creation and those in
our care, we are way beyond stewardship now. This
deep training takes us to the basis for tithes and offerings. In a simple Bible word search, there are
hundreds of (mostly) Old Testament passages about
tithes and offerings. There are variations of offerings, which is detail for a future article. For now,
consider some instructive passages:
Leviticus 27:30, (NRSV)
All tithes from the land, whether
the seed from the ground or the fruit from
the tree, are the LORD’s; they are holy
(that means “set apart”) to the LORD.
Leviticus 27:32, (NRSV)
All tithes of herd and flock, every tenth
one that passes under the shepherd’s staff,
shall be holy to the LORD.
Deuteronomy 12:11, (MSG)		
From then on, at the place that GOD,
your God, chooses to mark with his name
continued on page four
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College Park Preschool
Nancy McGeath, Director

Preschool News Will Be Back Next Month

A Note From Roger Moses About The Door Bar Handles
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PLEASE be extremely “careful” and “gentle”
when locking and unlocking the bar handles on
the doors to the Church Office, Family Faith Center/Fellowship Hall and classrooms. The tubular
locking mechanisms inside the bar handles DO
NOT align perfectly with the keyway opening
due to age. You MUST physically look into the
keyway opening to ensure proper alignment!
PLEASE DO NOT jam the Hex key into the keyway opening without ensuring proper alignment.
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IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER
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Koinonia Time
Continuing each Wed evening we’ll be gathering from 6-7:30 PM for Koinonia Time as a church family. As
believers in Christ, we have the special calling and privilege to come together in love, faith, and encouragement. We glorify God singing some songs, share in a time of study and discussion, and conclude in praying
together.
The series of studies are exciting, relevant and useful in our walks with the Lord. As we head toward
Thanksgiving and lots of extras, food and otherwise, the first 3 weeks are on Rick Warren’s The Daniel Plan:
40 Days to a Healthier Life where Focus, and Friends and Living the Lifestyle are featured.

November 7th - Focus: Renewing Your Mind
November 14th - Friends: Encouraging One Another
November 21st - Fitness: Strengthening Your Body
We’ll close out Nov with Craig Groeschel’s
#struggles study 28 Nov with Recovering Contentment: Standing Apart in a Selfie-Centered World.

If you have a favorite hymn and/or spiritual
song, we would like to sing it during the singing portion of our Koinonia Time. You can
let us know your choice(s) by contacting Joe
Rodriguez via email at jcr14@att.net with
your choice(s).

What is Koinonia?

FROM “GOT QUESTIONS”

Koinonia Time

Koinonia is a Greek word that occurs 20 times in the Bible. Koinonia’s primary
meaning is “fellowship, sharing in common, communion.” The first occurrence
of koinonia is Acts 2:42, “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching
and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” Christian fellowship is a key aspect of the Christian life. That is the essence of koinonia.
Philippians 2:1-2 declares, “If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort
from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose.” Koinonia is being in
agreement with one another, being united in purpose, and serving alongside each other. Our koinonia with
each other is based on our common koinonia with Jesus Christ. First John 1:6-7 says, “If we say that we have
fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light
as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses
us from all sin.”
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continued from page one

as the place where you can meet
him, bring everything that I command you:
your Absolution-Offerings and sacrifices, tithes and
Tribute-Offerings, and the best of your Vow-Offerings
that you vow to GOD. Celebrate there in the Presence
of GOD, your God, you and your sons and daughters,
your servants and maids, including the Levite
living in your neighborhood because he has no
place of his own in your inheritance.
Notice in these verses that bringing the tithes and offerings in the context of a relationship with “your God”
is cause for celebration! There’s value in establishing
Headship (God is God – our head). As in the beginning,
it’s a practical reminder that all we have was first given
to us by God. And it prepares our hearts for giving and
service. It takes discerning, but if I’m lined up with God’s
leading, I stop seeing through the lens of earning God’s
favor, or “doing for God” and I am freed to see need and
opportunity to share with others the love I have received
from God through Christ. This way of seeing contradicts
the messages of the world. Yes, the “I’m my own boss,”
“There are rules, and the first rule is I write the rules.”
“Don’t tell me what to do. I’m entitled to decide for myself.” We sure do act entitled. It’s like indelible ink tattooed in our culture-driven soul. Looking out for #1 is a
strong multi-media message, far removed from keeping
God at the center of life. So, if we don’t tithe to earn
God’s favor and it is no longer demanded of us because
Jesus’ sacrifice paid the price of our sin in full,
Why do we tithe? Foundationally, we tithe as a way
of expressing our thanks for God’s generosity toward us.
Before I get to my personal answer to the “why,” I’ll first
address the practical questions of “what” and “how.”
Here is the “what” of the Ziccardis: Rosalind and I have
each tithed since before we were married. About the end
of Dec every year, we would examine our earnings and
run the numbers – straight up 10% and then some. That
predetermined amount was committed like the mortgage
is. When I received the call to be the interim Pastor here
at Faith PC, we put 10% of my package back into the
General Fund and the Deacons to support the ministry.
Rosalind did the same when she received her call to be
the interim Pastor at FPC El Cajon. Our Interim Training cautioned against tithing to the church, because it
might be a hardship when we would leave. We understand the thinking, but disagree. This is the ministry I am
utterly invested in. I care about the ministry work being
done here: Youth Acolyte Program, Active Music Ministry, Flower Ministry, Prayers & Squares Quilt Ministry,
College Ministry, Vacation Bible School, Youth Group,
Trunk or Treat, Sunday School, Parent’s Night Out, Koinonia Fellowship + Education Wednesday evenings with
dinner, building maintenance & beautification, and mission outreach. I trust our leadership to be wise, thrifty
and fiscally careful. Money is a means to ministry. Saving money so we have enough is like avoiding grocery
shopping because we don’t want to spend what we have.
It is up to us (Rosalind at her church and me here) to be

wise in how we eventually wean our giving not to undermine what we care about.
Now on to the “how” of the Ziccardis: We give to
particular ministries and charities on a monthly basis
and to organizations we support on an annual or periodic
basis. For instance, we always support PC(USA) ministries such as the Easter One-Great-Hour-of-Sharing and
Christmas Joy offerings and PDA Presbyterian Disaster
Assistance. As we have for other national and international disasters, we will give to Hurricane Florence. We
give above and beyond that to things we don’t support
annually, but these needs impress themselves on us as we
discover them. We DON’T rob Peter to pay Paul. Our
recipients know they can count on our monthly monetary
gifts and our daily prayers. This is personal and intentionally to the glory of God. We don’t, as a rule, give
money to a street person. Rosalind keeps a sack lunch
with water in her car – she doesn’t want a money gift
to supply a source of temptation to someone who might
have an addiction. We have specific ministries, individuals, and institutions that we have written in to our trust
before our beneficiaries receive their inheritance.
Now on the “why” of the Ziccardis: Because God has
invited us into God’s love for creation and all God means
for us. We tithe to honor God for the profound gifts we
have been given. From the undeserved advantage of being born in a time and place and to parents and a society
that has only provided opportunity to us, it is just our
way of recognizing this privilege. We give to ministries
that are direct in their objective to glorify God. Faith
Presbyterian Church shines brightly for the Lord! I encourage you to prayerfully consider your essential participation in her bright illumination in 2019!
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Do not remember the former things, or consider
the things of old. I am about to do a new thing;
now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?

Faithfully, Yours in Christ,
Pastor Gary

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Kate Cameron - 8th
Shoana Sikorsky - 10th
Michelle Crownhart - 11th
Rick Tobin - 13th
Joe Rodriguez - 14th
Heidi Modrusan - 16th
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New Members Class
If you would like to explore becoming
an Active or Affiliate Member of Faith
Presbyterian Church, please talk to Pastor Gary
or send him an e-mail at gziccardi@fpsd.org to
enroll in the classes projected for the 4th and the
11th of November from 11:00 AM – 12:00 PM
in the Pastor’s Office.

If you would like to see your birthday
listed in the newsletter with just the day,
not the year. Please email that information to Joe Rodriguez (jcr14@att.net)

Need An Update on Where You Stand on Your 2018 Pledge?
The end of 2018 is coming soon. If you need an update on how you
stand with your 2018 pledge to Faith, please call Beverly Martyn at
619-582-2186. The envelopes for 2019 will be available on December
30. Statements of giving for 2018 will be available by January 15.

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
(next one NOV 17th)
FPC, Library
6:30pm
Study the Bible

Women’s Circle

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings
FPC, Room #2
10:30am - 11:30am
Study the Bible
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Second Thursday of the Month
(next one NOV 8th)
FPC, Room 3
11:00am
Study the Bible
Discussion
Sharing

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings
Living Room Cafe
7:30am - 8:30am
Pray
Eat
Fellowship
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Koinonia Time
Wednesday Evenings
Family Center
6:00pm - 7:30pm
Eat
Sing
Study
Discussion
Prayer

Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

Sarah Harvey, Director

Sunday School

This month in Sunday School, kids have been continuing to enjoy our new Lectionary based
curriculum from Sparkhouse Publishing. Our 1st-5th graders have especially been enjoying
challenging puzzles to solve. See if you can work out this cryptogram they did! Hint: it’s from
the lesson about the rich young ruler. Our Sunday School includes three classes, one for preschool and kindergarten, one for first through fifth grade, and one for middle and high school
students. These classes are occasionally combined due to lack of teachers. We need more help in
Sunday School so that we may better minister to all of our kids! If you are interested in helping
out with Sunday School kids of any age, please contact Sarah Harvey for more information.

Parents’ Day Out! December 15

Parents’ Day Out is a favorite event among parents and kids! Parents get a few hours to run errands, do some Christmas shopping, or just rest on a Saturday, and kids get to have a great time
with us! Lunch will be provided for kids and volunteers. $7 Suggested donation per child to
help cover costs. Register your kids or volunteer to help by contacting Sarah Harvey.

Advent Dates to Save:

December 2nd - 11am -- Advent Workshop
December 7th - 6pm -- Christmas Pot Luck Dinner
December 15th - 11am-2pm -- Parent’s Day Out
December 16th - 7pm -- Choir Concert
December 24th - 5:30pm -- Christmas Eve Family Service
7pm -- Christmas Eve Traditional Service
What did Jesus say?

A cryptogram is a word puzzle where each letter is paired with a number. To solve it, figure out which
letter is paired with each number. Find out what Jesus said by decoding this cryptogram.
Hints: Most words have a vowel. THE is the most common 3 letter word.
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Financial Report 09/30/2018
Envelope Offering for September 2018 was $22,651.82
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2018 is $26,621.33 per month
Have you paid your Per Capita? ($35.00 per member)
2018 Per Capita Assessment is $6,848.24
Per Capita collected thru September was $3,792.00

DATES TO REMEMBER

November 4th - Holiday Fair - 10:45am
Faith Family Center

November 7 , 14 , 21 & 28 - Koinonia Time - 6:00pm
th

th

st

th

Faith Family Center

Budget
% of Per Capita

November 11th - Ice Cream Social - 11:00am

Total Per Capita
$6,848

Faith Family Center

November 12 - Office Closed - Veterans’ Day
November 21st - Newsletter Deadline
November 22nd & 22nd - Office Closed - Thanksgiving
November 27th - Hot Dog Stand - 10:00am

Total Income as of September

th

November 4th
November 11th
November 18th
November 25th

December 2nd
December 9th
December 16th
December 23rd
December 24th
December 30th

SERMONS FOR NOVEMBER

$3,792

55%

Pastor Gary - The Greatest Commandment		
Pastor Gary - Stash or Share?
Pastor Gary - Living Daily Close to God
Pastor Gary - What is Truth?
				

SERMONS FOR DECEMBER

Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary
Pastor Gary

-

Summary

Mark 12:28-34
Mark 12:38-44
Mark 13:1-8
John 18:33-37

Pay Attention!
		
Luke 21:25-36
Putting God First
				
Luke 3:1-6
Confident Living
				
Luke 3:7-18
Praise for Jesus our Savior
Luke 1:39-55
I Bring You Good News
			
Luke 2:1-20
God’s Dress Code				
Colossians 3:12-17
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PRAY FOR THE PNC
for wisdom....

for discernment....

PNC update: The Pastor Nominating Committee has now reviewed a little over 80
resumes. Of these, about a dozen have experiences, skill sets, abilities, and backgrounds the committee feels would be a good match for Faith and the direction the
congregation has expressed it would like to see the church go. PNC is in conversation
with these persons in further discernment and seeks to start in-person interviews very
soon. Please pray for the committee, and the candidates, during this time.
In the meantime, there are many things happening in the congregation to be excited
about, all of which build our community. Rally Sunday, Koinonia Time, Potato
Lunch, Trunk or Treat, The Christmas Concert, and more! It’s a great time to get
involved and very encouraging to see large turnouts for these events. Please keep the
press on!

members of the

Pastor Nominating Committee
Joe Huffaker, Chair
Jill Gustafson, Co-Chair
Ben Holman
Dr. Gordon Lillie
Sue Razzaia
Anastacia Tobin
Kim Wilson

Faith Presbyterian Church
Mission Statement:

A family of Christ, welcoming all, worshiping God, growing in the Spirit and joyously serving others.

Vision Statement:

Solely by the grace of God, we desire and declare ourselves to be an inclusive church, where all
persons are welcome to come, to inquire and become part of the Faith Family in response to God’s
urging. We welcome all persons into membership regardless of race, ethnicity, gender, age, sexual orientation, marital status, social or economic status, physical or mental challenge. We acknowledge that
each of us is part of Christ’s Body, the Church, not by the merit of our lives, but wholly by the grace
and mercy of God revealed in Jesus Christ.
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On Sunday, November 4, following our worship, we will again be holding our annual Holiday Mission Fair
in the Faith Family Center. Joining us will be representatives from 9 different mission groups, 1 of which
is new this year. We will also have crafts from 2 (yes, 2 not 1) companies for sale. All of these crafts are
made in their local countries by local artisans. They make wonderful Christmas gifts, as does a donation to
one of the mission groups. Come, see what’s new this year, and start your holiday shopping early.
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Trunk or Treat

A
Huge
Success

Good Food!
Good Conversation! Good Fun!
FOR EVERYONE
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

Interim Pastor: Rev. Dr. Gary J. Ziccardi
Commissioned Lay Pastor: Mary Beck
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Children, Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez
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Matthew 7:7

