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Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Outward and Inward Journeys
Lately, I have been prone to imagine long journeys.
After trekking across the country in a moving truck with
my older brother, Philip, I have begun thinking about
other journeys that I have experienced, particularly one
which included crossing a river in a hollowed-out log
in Zambia, Africa. Such expeditions rarely transpire as
planned.
In the summer months, we will read together the New
Testament story of Acts. There are more than a few
journeys in Acts. Near the beginning of the story, we
see something like a roadmap for the rest of the story,
admittedly there are many detours and unplanned stops
along the way. In his final conversation with his disciples, Jesus says, “You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth” (Acts 1:8).
If memory serves me correctly, the Swiss theologian,
Emil Brunner, asserted, “The church exists by mission
just as a fire exists by burning. Where there is no mission, there is no church.” In the story of Acts, we will
find this to be true. The church begins as nothing other
than mission that moves outward from Jerusalem.
I think the early church’s outward movements are
instructive for the church today. The early church’s mission moves in kaleidoscopic circles, moving outward
from Jerusalem and then inward back toward Jerusalem
and then outward again, finally arriving in Rome.
While the wide-sweeping journeys of the early church
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can make for exciting stories – and Bible studies
for that matter, there are also the inward, spiritual
journeys of those in the early church. They were
seeking to sort out what the gospel of the crucified
and risen Jesus means for their lives, particularly
what the inclusion of Gentiles would entail.
This may seem like a small matter to us, as we
stand on the other side of two thousand years of
Gentile inclusion. However, in the early days, inclusion involved reworking theologies of purity,
election, and identity.
When Peter has a vision of unclean food and
hears a voice inviting him to eat, this opens a
window for Peter to see new creation bursting
through into the old world. Subsequently, Peter
visits a gentile’s home and realizes that the Holy
Spirit is with them every bit as much as with
those who historically have been insiders (Acts
10:9-48). This reconfigures his understanding of
inclusion in what would have been previously unimaginable.
The American theologian, Willie Jennings, observes, “This is what God wants, Jews with Gentiles, Gentiles wanting to be with Jews, and together they eat and live in peace.”
We also see this unfolding development of
peaceable inclusion playing itself out through the
New Testament letters, as the apostle Paul exclaims, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there
is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male
and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus”
(Galatians 3:28).
The early church’s mission involved a continual
breaking open of old forms of life. Like many
expeditions, the inward, spiritual journey of the
early church likely did not transpire how many in
the early church could have anticipated.
As we seek to follow the Spirit’s leading today,
may we too walk into deeper freedom.
			Grace and peace,
			Sam

See, I am about
to do a new thing;
now it springs forth,
do you not perceive it?
I will make a way in the
wilderness and rivers
in the desert.
Isaiah 43:19
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College Park Preschool
Nancy McGeath, Director

Spring has arrived at College Park Preschool. We are fortunate to
have such wonderful weather year-round in San Diego, but spring is
by far the most wonderful season. One of the highlights of our program is our Outdoor Classroom. The Outdoor Classroom is just as
the title implies “a classroom that is outdoors”.
The concept of an outdoor classroom has increased in popularity amongst early childhood programs over the last few years. The
reason is because educators know the benefits for children playing
daily outdoors is significant, as it helps to balance the excessive use
of electronic media so many children use today.
Our Outdoor Classroom is one of the children’s favorite spaces. The love to jump, run, dig, ride bikes,
play music, read, and create art while outdoors. Being
outdoors is stress relieving and provides health benefits
as well. Children enrolled in our program spend time
outdoors every day, regardless of the weather. Our program is unique in that we have two Outdoor Classroom
teachers, Miss Kim, and Mrs. Thompson. They take
great care in creating many learning opportunities, so
the experience they have outdoors is fun and engaging.
I hope everyone has a chance to enjoy spring as much
as our preschoolers do in our Outdoor Classroom.
Nancy McGeath
CPP Director
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Don’t Forget Our
Annual Salad Luncheon
Sunday, May 5th

Costly Grace

“Costly grace is the gospel which must be
sought again and again and again, the gift which
must be asked for, the door at which a man must
knock. Such grace is costly because it calls us
to follow, and it is grace because it calls us to
follow Jesus Christ. It is costly because it costs
a man his life, and it is grace because it gives
a man the only true life. It is costly because it
condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the
sinner. Above all, it is costly because it cost God
the life of his Son: ‘Ye were bought at a price’,
and what has cost God much cannot be cheap
for us. Above all, it is grace because God did not
reckon his Son too dear a price to pay for our
life, but delivered him up for us. Costly grace is
the Incarnation of God.”

following worship

From Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s
“Cost of Discipleship“

Bible Study

Women’s Group Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings
FPC, Room #2
10:30am - 11:30am
Study the Bible

Third Saturday of the Month
(next one MAY 18th)

FPC, Library
6:30pm
Study the Bible

Women’s Circle
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Second Thursday of the Month
(next one MAY 9th)

FPC, Room 3
11:00am
Study the Bible
Discussion
Sharing

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings
Living Room Cafe
7:30am - 8:30am
Pray
Eat
Fellowship
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Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

(next ones MAY 7th & 21st)
FPC, Library

7:00pm
Study the Bible
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Shannon Rae Woodruff
Passed away on March 20th

MAY BIRTHDAYS

The Chancel Flowers
The Flower
Chart is up
in the Narthex
The current
price is $75.00.
Just a reminder
that the cost of the
floral arrangements
can be split with
another member.
Sharon Cameron, Flower Ministry

Kid’s and Palm Branches
- - Palm Sunday - -

-4-

Virginia Gengor - 2nd
Kim Stiles - 3rd
Irene Elder - 3rd
Judy Kennedy - 5th
Penny Sartori - 6th
Mason Lafferty - 15th
Lola Wilson - 17th
Paula Carmack - 18th

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year. Please
email that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net)

Financial Report 03/31/2019
Envelope Offering for March 2019 was $41,480.59
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2019 is $25,529.83 per month

Budget

2019 Per Capita Assessment is $7,209.04

% of Per Capita

Per Capita collected in January,
February & March was $5,680.00!
About 79%, an excellent job, thank you!

Summary
Total Per Capita
$7,209
Total Income as of 03/31/2019
$5,680

If you have not paid your Per-Capita,
please do so. ($40.00 per member)
79%

DATES TO REMEMBER

May 5th - Salad Luncheon - 11:00am - Faith Family Center
May 8th - Coffee Stand - 8:00am
May 9th - Coffee Stand - 8:00am
May 23rd - Newsletter Deadline
May 27th - Office Closed - Memorial Day

May 5th
May 12th
May 19th
May 26th

June 2nd
June 9th
June 16th
June 23rd
June 30th

Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam

-

SERMONS FOR MAY

Beginning the Journey
Puzzled at Pentecost
Growing Together
Making an Entrance

				

SERMONS FOR JUNE

Acts 1:3-9
Acts 2:1-13
Acts 2:42-47
Acts 3:1-10

Pastor Sam - Reformed, Always Being Reformed 		
Acts 4:1-22
Pastor Sam - Money Matters
Acts 4:32-37, 5:1-11
Pastor Sam - A Ray of Life
Acts 6:8-15, 7:54-8:1
Pastor Sam - On a Road Between					
Acts 8:26-40
Guest preacher
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THE 2019 WOMEN’S RETREAT
HAS BEEN CANCELLED

HOWEVER

NEVER FEAR
IT WILL BE BACK NEXT YEAR!

Sanctuary
Vestibule
Credenza
Project

Sharon Gehl made and installed
the curtains that cover the
donation boxes in the credenza.
This completed the Sanctuary
Vestibule Credenza Project.

THE DESK OF THE FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FACILITIES & MAINTENANCE / CUSTODIAL DEPARTMENTS
WORDS OF WISDOM FROM
Due to the significant reduction of the labor force, along with the
reduction of labor hours in the aforementioned departments, it has become acutely apparent that in order for Faith Presbyterian Church to be
maintained in an adequate manner to ensure a clean and professional
appearance of the entire church facility, additional assistance is going
to be needed in order to ensure such an appearance.
The additional assistance will have to come in the form of volunteers
for the time being. The primary areas of emphasis these volunteers
would be contributing (i.e. donating) their time to would be in the area
maintaining the cleanliness of the church facility; primarily the classrooms, kitchen, restrooms, and Sanctuary areas. This list of chores
would include, but, not limited to sweeping of floors and entryways,
vacuuming of carpets, cleaning of counters, sinks, vanities, mirrors,
and toilets, etc.
More information and updates will follow in future newsletters.
THANK YOU in advance for all of your assistance
Faith Presbyterian Facilities & Maintenance / Custodial Departments
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Baja Presbyterian Missions
2019 ANNUAL BAJA DAY TRIP
SAVE THE DATE, MAY 18, 2019

Our next day trip features
three Korean
churches
in Tijuana
were recently donated
2019
ANNUAL
BAJA
DAY that
TRIP
to the Presbiterio Fronterizo
Noroccidental
(ourMay
Baja Presbyterian
Save
the date,
18, 2019 Presbytery). These
churches were built by Korean Presbyterians with the intent of turning over the church
Our next day trip features three Korean churches in Tijuana that were recently donated to the Presbiterio Fronterizo
properties to our Baja Presbyterian Presbytery. They need significant work but all feaNoroccidental (our Baja Presbyterian Presbytery ). These churches were built by Korean Presbyterians with the intent of
ture robust, growing congregations spreading Jesus’ love to our southern neighbors.
turningWe
overwill
the visit
church
properties
to Monte
our Baja Sion,
Presbyterian
Presbytery.
They
significant
but all feature robust
Monte
Sinai,
and Monte
Pacifico
allneed
in Tijuana.
Aswork
is traditional,
growinga congregations
spreading
totrip.
our southern
We will visit Monte Sinai, Monte Sion, and
Mexican lunch
will beJesus’love
part of the
Join usneighbors.
on May 18th.
Monte Pacifico all in Tijuana. As is traditional, a Mexican lunch will be part of the trip. Join us on May 18th.

For further information, call Jim Hancock @ (619) 840-6884 or email to jimhancock@cox.net

For further information, call Jim Hancock @ (619) 840-6884 or email to jimhancock@cox.net

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
10:30am -11:30am in Room 2
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Children -Youth - Family
ministries

Sarah Harvey, Director
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NEWS

for the kids

Everyone had a great time on Easter Morning! After sharing a pancake breakfast, the
kids participated in an exciting egg hunt with a separate area just for the littlest kids.
Thanks to all who donated eggs, candy, and toys for the hunt, and thanks to all who
helped stuff, hide, and clean up the eggs! A special thanks to Rory and Riley Volkert for
helping to make the experience extra fun for the kids rather than participate.
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Easter Celebration 2019
The Pancake Breakfast
Began the Day

The Handbell Quartet
Ringing in the Celebration

Sermon on the Steps
With Jill and the Kids

Hallelujah!
King of Kings!
Lord of Lords!
Forever and ever
Halleluah!
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Gary’s Last Sunday

Sam’s First Sunday
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Children, Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

MAY

23

Matthew 7:7

