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From Pastor Sam

Stories that Shape Us

In the late 1980s, Nike began a marketing campaign that has influenced athletes and consumers’
imaginations and buying habits for decades. That
marketing campaign employed the simple slogan
“Just Do It.” This year, we began our elders and deacons retreat with the first advertisement from this
marketing campaign. Of course, most people are familiar with this slogan by now.
Another story with which many people are familiar is the story of the Good Samaritan. Jesus tells a
story about a Jewish man beaten, robbed, and left in
a ditch to die. Several religious professionals pass
him by in the ditch. Finally, an unlikely person, a
Samaritan, helps the Jewish man and offers him care
and a place to stay. At the end of the story, Jesus
says, “Go and do likewise” (Luke 10:25-37). I call
this the original “just do it” story.
The stories we tell and the stories we live by are
often implicit. It becomes important for us to articulate and share them. In his book, Transforming
Christian Theology, Philip Clayton asserts, “A transformative theology is a powerful statement of what
you believe, one that can guide and motivate transformative action in the world. After all, no number
of church-growth strategies…will be sufficient if we
cannot tell a convincing story of what it means to be
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Christian in today’s world.”
Clayton then continues, “Genuine theologies
lead to worship, and worship leads to action.
Whatever you get red in the face and passionate about when you talk, that’s your real theology. That’s where your heart is.”
As individuals and as a church, it is important
for us to notice and to share what those stories
are that have special significance for us, that
we live by. These can be very simple stories.
The author and former business executive,
Seth Godin, says that people typically pick out
ten words on a single page and five words on
a billboard.
At the retreat, I invited the deacons and elders to think of what they would deeply wish
to tell friends, acquaintances, and strangers
about their church if they had one chance and
if they were limited to ten words.
Below are some of the elders’ and deacons’
ten-word statements. Some of these are humorous. All of these carry with them implicit
stories.
“We love our neighbors.
Won’t you be our neighbor?”
“Come eat cake with friends.”
“We try to nurture everyone.”
“Faith Presbyterian connects us with God
and with one another.”
“A caring faith family, loving God,
and welcoming all.”
“God’s love in action.”
“We love and we care. We are accepting.”

We watched a talk with Gregory Boyle, a
Jesuit priest, who has been working with gang
members and former gang members in East
Los Angeles for over thirty years. Father Greg,
as he is often called, emphasized the importance of kinship. He illustrated that when we
work together and learn one another’s stories it
is hard to remain enemies. He observed, “We
forget that we belong to each other. We belong
together. We are one.” When we listen to one
another’s stories, we begin to remember this.
Storytelling is fundamental to who we are as
individuals and as a church family. So, I invite
you to share your story and to be enriched by
the stories of others around you.
Grace and peace,
Sam
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Service of Installation

for Reverend Sam Codington
OUR NEW PASTOR

On Sunday, July 28th, at 3:00 P.M., Reverend Sam Codington will be installed as
Faith Presbyterian Church’s pastor. This is
a service of celebration and gratitude to
God. A commission of San Diego Presbytery will be present to install Sam. Reverend Herb Codington, Sam’s father, will
deliver the sermon, and Faith’s choir will
lead us in song. A reception will follow
the service. Members and friends of Faith
are encouraged to share this special time
together.

Pastor Sam Codington - A Very Brief Bio
FROM THE PNC - JOE HUFFAKER

Pastor Sam grew up in the foothills of South Carolina as the son of a Presbyterian pastor and a high school
teacher. His grandparents were Presbyterian missionaries in Brazil, Korea, and Bangladesh.
After graduating from college in Columbia, SC, he moved to California where he met his wife
Esther in her home town of Paso Robles. After getting married, they moved to Pasadena for Sam to attend
Fuller Theological Seminary. Sam especially enjoyed studying ethics, New Testament, and
Reformed theology. Sam has served as a hospital chaplain resident and was formerly the pastor of
West Haven Presbyterian Church, Rocky Mount, NC.
Sam and Esther’s three-year-old son, Ezra, loves all things monster trucks and Legos,
though Sam is attempting to imbue a love for soccer.
Last year, Sam began a Doctor of Ministry program with a concentration in Spiritual Leadership at San Francisco Theological Seminary. Sam has a particular interest in spiritual practices and formation, and he has been
a contributor to Runner’s World, Sojourners, and The Presbyterian Outlook.
Sam enjoys running trails and marathons, and since childhood, Sam has been an insatiable reader. Fyodor
Dostoevsky and Thomas Wolfe are among his favorite novelists.
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Bible Study

Women’s Group Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings
FPC, Room #2
10:30am - 11:30am
Study the Bible

Third Saturday of the Month
(next one JULY 20th)

FPC, Library
6:30pm
Study the Bible

Men’s Breakfast
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Monday Mornings
Living Room Cafe
7:30am - 8:30am
Pray
Eat
Fellowship

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

(JULY 2nd, 16th & 30th)
FPC, Library

7:00pm
Study the Bible

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month
Circle will not meet in July or August

MORE WORDS OF WISDOM

FROM THE DESK OF THE FAITH PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
FACILITIES & MAINTENANCE / CUSTODIAL DEPARTMENTS

Church Closures as Follows:

1) Church Office will be “Closed” beginning on Wednesday, July 3rd through Saturday,
July 6th for carpet cleaning and shampooing.
2) Faith Family Center / Fellowship Hall will be “Closed” beginning on Wednesday,
July 24th through Saturday, July 27th for carpet cleaning and shampooing.
3) Classrooms # 1, 2, & 3 will be “Closed” the week of August 12th through
August 16th for carpet cleaning and shampooing.
4) Kitchen and Restrooms in Church Office Area, Sanctuary and outside area by
classrooms will be “Closed” periodically throughout the week of August 19th
through August 23rd for cleaning and scrubbing tile and vinyl floors.
More information and updates will follow in future newsletters.
THANK YOU In Advance For All Of Your Assistance And Cooperation
In Maintaining Faith Presbyterian Church In A Pristine Manner.
Faith Presbyterian Facilities & Maintenance / Custodial Departments
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

Jack Shelver - 3rd
Greyson Baker- 3rd
Stacy Volkert - 5th
Peter Way - 11th
Marilyn Helken - 13th
Kim Wehmeyer - 19th
Ruth Juleen - 19th
George Crownhart - 26th

The Chancel Flowers
The Flower
Chart is up
in the Narthex
The current
price is $75.00.
Just a reminder
that the cost of the
floral arrangements
can be split with
another member.

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year. Please
email that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net)

Sharon Cameron, Flower Ministry

If you are interested in the gift of our Kimball piano
located in Room #2 at no cost, please contact Joe
Rodriguez, our Director of Music Ministries. His
contact information is in the church directory.

DATES TO REMEMBER

July 4th - OFFICE CLOSED - Independence Day
July 18th - Newsletter Deadline
July 21st - Indoor Church Picnic - 11:00am - Faith Family Center
July 28th - Pastor Sam’s Insallation Service - 3:00pm - Sanctuary
July 29th thru August 2nd - Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School
July 29th - August 2nd, 2019
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we wore red
we sang and played music

Pentecost
Sunday

the kids waved
streamers

The All Church Indoor Picnic
- - COMING UP - -

All Church Indoor Picnic
Sunday, July 21st
Following Morning Worship
pictures are from last year
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We have an excellent
Personal Volume Control (PVC) system for
use in the sanctuary and
the nursery/bride’s room. The
PVC receivers are pocketsized and very simple to use.
They can be clipped to a belt
or set beside you on the pew.
You can use your own earbuds from home or choose
from our supply, which includes a variety of types: headphones, earbuds, over-the-ear devices, monaural and
stereo. The PVC allows you to adjust the volume of any
sound coming through any of the microphones in the
sanctuary. Earbuds are wiped with disinfecting wipes
between uses and a favorite set can be reserved for the
same person week after week. See Leroy Lafferty or
JIll Gustafson in the narthex before or after church for
the fitting of an earpiece and an explanation of the PVC
devices. If you have been distracted by volume issues
during worship service, this is the solution!!

e
m
o
c
l
We

New Pastor
Sam

New Member
Esther

THE ANNUAL PUM

SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE

SCHOOL SUPPLIES NEEDED!

lunch bag
pencilbox or pouch
highlighters
glue stick
1 subject notebook
zipper binder
crayons
index cards
book covers
#2 pencil
sharpener
pens
12-inch ruler
4 oz. glue markers
rulers & staples
composition notebook
compass with measuring guide
tissues & antibacterial hand sanitizer
eraser
paper
colored pencils
5-inch school scissors
wide-ruled 3-ring binder
watercolor paint
notebooks

NO
DONATION
IS
TOO
SMALL!

New Future Member
Ezra

VOLUNTEER HELPERS FOR VBS NEEDED

WE ARE STILL RECRUITING VOLUNTEERS TO
HELP WITH VBS THIS YEAR. WE NEED
VOLUNTEERS TO LEAD KIDS THROUGH THE
STATIONS AND CHECK OUR KIDS IN AND OUT EACH
DAY. LITTLE TO NO PREPARATION IS NEEDED FOR
THESE ROLES. CONTACT SARAH TO FIND OUT
MORE ABOUT HOW YOU CAN HELP.
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BRING TO THE NARTHEX
BY THE END OF JULY.
Collected supplies will be distributed to pre-registered students of
qualified low-income families at our
Annual Back to School Program in
August 2019.
For more information or questions
please call PUM (619) 232-2753.

Financial Report 05/31/2019
Envelope Offering for May 2019 was $24,005.58
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2019 is $25,529.83 per month

Budget

2019 Per Capita Assessment is $7,209.04
Per Capita collected as of the 31st of May
was $5,920.00! About 82%, an excellent job,
keep it coming! Thank you!

% of Per Capita

Summary
Total Per Capita
$7,209
Total Income as of 05/31/2019
$5,920

If you have not paid your Per-Capita,
please do so. ($40.00 per member)
82%

New Church Furnace
You have donated over the cost of the new church furnace.
The overall cost was $12,276.00
Thanks to all of you!
The replacement of the furnace was not a budgeted item for 2019.

SERMONS FOR JULY
July 7th
July 14th
July 21st
July 28th

August 4th
August 11th
August 18th
August 25th

Rev. Dr. Jim Wilson - Table That Transforms

Deuteronomy 16:1-8
Mark 14:12-26
Pastor Sam - Enemies and Siblings
Acts 9:1-19
Pastor Sam - Dreams, Nightmares, and Odd Company
Acts 10:23b-36
Acts 11:15-18
Pastor Sam - Refocusing at a Crossroads			
Acts 13:42-52

Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam

-

SERMONS FOR AUGUST

Shaped by Worship 		
Open House
Wisdom in a Crowd
A Theatrical Conflict of Interests		
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Acts 14:8-20
Acts 16:11-15
Acts 17:16-34
Acts 19:8-10, 23-31

Have You Ever Wondered About the

History of Our Chancel Cross?

The Chancel Cross in our Sanctuary came from East San Diego Presbyterian Church as part of the merge with College Park Presbyterian Church
in March 1995.
Ray and Bea Arntson commissioned artist James Hubbell to create the
cross in honor of their son David who tragically died in a hotel fire during
the last layover on his way to report for military duty in Viet Nam. David
had issues in his life to deal with and his father felt the military would be
the place to get him on the right track.
The actual commission was for the cross and a piece for the altar, however, the altarpiece disappeared during the merge and we have not been able
to trace its whereabouts.
No one seems to recall whether suggestions had been made to James
Hubbell about the creation of the cross or whether he was given full artistic
freedom. There have been two thoughts on the symbolism on the burst in
the center of the cross. One has been that the burst symbolizes that one
has to go through Christ (what He did on the cross for us) for salvation; the
other was that it symbolizes the resurrection that followed three days later.

About James Hubbell, the artist [from the Union Tribune]

James Hubbell is an artist, architectural designer, a poet, jeweler, sculptor and designer in metal, wood,
stained glass, and tile. He is also a teacher to students of architecture and design throughout the world.
Hubbell’s formal education was at Cranbrook Art Academy in 1955-56 where he studied Eli Saarinen’s accommodation to nature and applied it to his own work.
Travel inspired his work, including tours of Europe where he encountered the work of Gaudi; Africa and its
rich sculptural traditions; and Asia, where he painted murals for the Army while serving in the Korean War.
Hubbell has received numerous awards, honors, and lifetime achievement recognition from such varied organizations as Rotary International, the National Endowment for the Arts, the American Institute of Architects, the
United Nations Eleanor Roosevelt Human Rights Award, and the Pacific Coast Builders Conference.
Both nature and landscape play a central role in what James Hubbell creates, but there is a different way
of looking at his aesthetic. With little exception his is an art not so much about landscape, but as landscape.
Rather than illustrating or shaping the landscape, the majority of his work embodies or emulates nature.
James Hubbell’s public art is available to visit in many areas throughout San Diego County, Baja Mexico, and
the West Coast.
It is impossible to imagine Hubbell’s body of work as separate from the place in which it is rooted, which is
Ilan-Lael, the place. The architectural vocabularies of Gaudi and Hubbell, for example, are no more obvious
than the form and texture that the indigenous manzanita shares with his iron work, or the native flora shares
with his delicate line drawings or the leaded lines in his stained glass pieces.
This place where Hubbell lives is simultaneously a nurturer, a resource, a reference, a shelter, a launch pad,
and a retreat. It’s also a pedestal on which, and around which, the artist continues his personal affirmation.

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
10:30am -11:30am in Room 2
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Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

Sarah Harvey, Director
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Day One
Mack

Day Five
Savanna

Day Two
Hooper

Day Four
Zion

Day Three
Marge

This year’s VBS is going to be a ROARing good time! Kids will learn that no matter what happens in their
lives, God is Good! We need your help to make VBS happen! Roles that we still need to fill include:
Preschool Crew Leaders: These leaders are responsible for a group of five preschoolers. They will sit with
the kids in the opening and closing sessions, lead the kids to various stations, and supervise them while they
have free time. Crew Leaders are not responsible for teaching or leading any activities. Their main job is to
ensure the safety of the kids in their group and make them feel loved and cared for while they are at VBS!
Photographer: Don’t feel comfortable teaching or leading kids, no problem!
We need you to capture fun memories by taking pictures!
Opening and Closing Leader: We need someone who can lead our opening and closing times.
This person will lead all the kids together in fun activities and introduce and reinforce the day’s lesson.
This role is super fun!
These are our most urgent needs, but not the only ones!
If you are interested in helping with VBS, see Sarah for more information!
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Affirming God’s Greatness in Youth

Presbyterians Today

By Sherry Blackman | Presbyterians Today

One of the children at a Positive Affirmation workshop discovers her guiding words for her Tshirt: “I always try my best. I am smart. I am beautiful. I am helpful. I am kind. I rock.”
Courtesy of Elmwood United Presbyterian.
God-given greatness isn’t something one achieves; it is something inherent to being human.
This is the core message that the leaders at Elmwood United Presbyterian Church in East Orange, New Jersey, are instilling in their youth. These mentors hold fast to the belief that if a
person is to be successful in the Christ-abundant life, he or she must take complete responsibility
for that greatness and protect it.
Out of this conviction the church began offering a monthly Positive Affirmation workshop in
October. The workshop grew out of a Sunday school series highlighting the biblical stance that
God has given each person a purpose, and fulfilling that purpose means living into the Christian’s call and influence in the world. The workshop was the brainchild of Dora Mighty, a teacher and church youth leader who wanted to continue focusing on these values.
“Children often sacrifice their God-given greatness when confronted with peer pressure, poverty, prejudice and insecurities, along with other struggles growing up in an urban environment,”
said Mighty.
The workshop meets on Saturday mornings for students in the East Orange community who
are of elementary through high school age. Elmwood United Presbyterian provides transportation for those who would not be able to attend otherwise. About 20 to 30 youngsters and teens
attend the 90-minute workshops.
“It’s a way to reinforce that they have a voice for themselves, that they can make the right
choices, that it only takes one turn to lead them into a world of trouble, sorrow and despair,” said
Janel Bell, another youth leader at the church.
Lifting up one’s God-given greatness was central to a recent workshop where participants
created T-shirts bearing strong action words that they chose. Each action word, Mighty and Bell
explained, allowed a child to affirm himself or herself. For example, if a child needed to believe
in himself or herself, the T-shirt might have the word “believe” on it. If another child needed to
hold on to his or her confidence, the child might choose “confidence.” Needed to feel beautiful?
Then “beautiful” might be written across the T-shirt.
“Despite what the world tells our children, it’s crucial they hold on to the truth that God is the
light in each one of us,” said Mighty.
Mighty also said that such a message is especially important with the increase in preteen and
teen suicide and with many youth believing they are less than they are.
“These are make or break years, when our children need to have discernment. The workshop is
a way we are equipping the saints to stay faithful to God in a world that can be harsh and difficult,” she said.
Youth leader Jerome Lane adds that it’s critical that teens have mentors who have walked in
their shoes, been where they’ve been and encountered the same peer pressure. These leaders
hope to write this message into the heart of every child who attends: Be still and reflect on the
choices you will make. Learn to lean on God for answers; discern the way God wants to lead
you. Ask God: What do you have for me? What future do you hold for me?
Children and youth attending the monthly Positive Affirmation workshop are encouraged to
keep a journal to reflect on what is happening in their lives and their reactions to those happenings. Plans also are in the works for a “vision board” activity that will enable participants to
create a visual tool to keep them focused on what they want for their lives.
“We inspire them to take action every day, wherever God is tugging at their hearts, even as
God moves them out of their comfort zones. We encourage them to commit acts of love, to build
up the community, not to be afraid to step out of the norm and do something that others may not
consider ‘cool,’ such as acting respectfully toward an adult, or standing up for someone who
is being bullied. We want them to be role models and to model God’s love in all places, at all
times,” Mighty said.
Sherry Blackman is the pastor of
Presbyterian Church of the Mountain, Delaware Water Gap, PA.
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Children, Youth and Family: Sarah Harvey
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

JUL

18

