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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From the Parish Associate

A Reflection on Black Lives Matter

Recently our church has displayed a banner expressing the important statement, Black Lives Matter.
The response by our neighbors has been mixed with
some expressing their disagreement by stealing our
banners, unfortunately. However, when we choose
to make a statement, it is expected to have push back.
A common response to this statement is to say, “All
lives matter.” Maybe it is our human nature that
makes the assumption that when we raise up one person or group then we are removing value from others. We see this quite plainly when a parent plays
with a child other than their own and their own child
responds with a demand for attention. Therefore, it is
rather understandable that we hear a demand to raise
banners for all lives or other oppressed groups. But
let me remind us that we first raise the banner of Jesus
Christ and under that banner is love and justice.
In all honesty, when the calls to focus on Black
lives began increasing earlier this year, I found myself wanting to raise other banners, including “all
lives matter.” However, I come from a perspective of
a fellow minority, and I was desiring to give battle
cries for all oppressed people. This type of defensiveness which stems from oppression is different than a
defensiveness from a standpoint of privilege.
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I have had many privileges in my life and was
raised in a place where I was in the ethnic majority, yet I find I resonate more with the voice of
the oppressed. As a half-Japanese, half-Caucasian woman who has family that were interned
in WWII, I have heard the first-hand accounts of
those injustices. Growing up in Hawaii where
the people and land were conquered, I have seen
the effects of a pride-filled, ignorant mentality
being imposed upon others. As a woman called
into pastoral ministry, it has been made clear to
me that this is a male-dominated (and for many
a male-required) vocation.
All of these experiences amount to less than
an ounce in comparison to the oppression and
injustices others have faced and continue to
face, including and especially Black Americans.
Nonetheless, these experiences have allowed
me to see the importance of raising the banners
of empowerment and persevering through the
defensive reactions, including my own.
A pivotal shift for me was seeing the Black
Lives Matter banner displayed boldly on our
church corner. Hearing our church leaders and
congregants’ desire to seek justice and peace for
our Black siblings gave me hope and courage.
Since then I find myself extremely thankful that
our church is willing to make such a statement in
seeing and honoring a minority group, knowing
that it will ultimately benefit the greater good of
all oppressed people.
This is a powerful starting point that expresses
our call to walk with love and justice. 1 Corinthians 13:6-7 teaches us what this looks like:
“Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with
the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.” We then continue to walk and persevere until we see the
future reality of a restored Eden where the tree
of life offers healing for the nations (Revelation
22:2). Therefore, thank you for raising the banner for one oppressed group, offering a foretaste
of the goodness that is to come when we can
stand together healed and restored.
Cara Ann Maeda

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)
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No In-person Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups
Until Further Notice

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

Until the church campus reopens

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling. Please
contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email at
esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for her to
meet you in the church parking lot. Please wear a mask
and practice social distancing when you transfer the bags
from your vehicle to hers.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color,
white, gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities.
We share a common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education,
and excellence in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us
as we grow in faith, with the triune God as our best expression.
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Emilia Modrusan - 4th
Cara Ann Maeda - 5th
Ruthe Anne Christ - 10th
Martha Jeanne Shaver - 10th
Joe Huffaker - 20th
Steve Wood - 22nd
Bob Mentze - 29th

th ly
i
a
F
i
m
a
F
Life

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

The Chancel Flowers

Please send your
flower offering
announcements to
office@fpsd.org
or call (619) 582-8480.
Thank you,
Lou

Look
for the
Sunday
Service
video
link
and the
11:00am
Coffee
Time
zoom
link in
Pastor
Sam’s
emails

****

Look
for
the
Wednesday
Morning
Bible
Study
link
in
Pastor
Sam’s
emails
****

DATES TO REMEMBER

NO ACTIVITIES IN-PERSON UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

September 16th - Session Meeting - 7:00pm (ZOOM)
Deacons will not meet in September
September 24th - Newsletter Deadline

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
Tune in on Wednesday Mornings on Our Website
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Financial Report 07/31/2020
Envelope Offering for July 2020 was $30,288.99
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2020 is $21,721.00 per month

Per Capita:
Assessment for 2020 was $6,874.60
Collected from JAN thru JUL 2020 was $3,510.00
About 52% (Same time frame last year was 84%)
Please pay your Per Capita, if you have not for 2020
Thank You!

Budget
% of Per Capita

Summary
Total Per Capita
$6,875
Total Income as of 07/31/2020
$3,510

51%

Thank you for keeping your envelope offering up to date.
PLEDGE UPDATE
Thank you to all members who have kept their pledges current
during this unique period. Anyone who would like an update on
where they stand with their contributions may contact Beverly
Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at beamartyn @cox.net.
Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.

SERMONS FOR SEPTEMBER
September 6th
September 13th
September 20th
September 27th

Pastor Sam
Cara Ann
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam

Esther 1:1-12, 16-22
Esther 2:1-11, 15-18
Esther 3:1-15
Esther 4:1-17

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have online weekly Bible studies to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/bible-study/
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Nearly fifty secret agents spent 3
days doing virtual Vacation Bible
School in August. They learned Micah 6:8, following clues and hearing stories that led them to uncover what is good: to do justice, love
kindness and walk humbly with
God. They had Bible stories, lessons, “Special Ops” activities and
crafts. Virtual VBS was a big hit,
from the time the kids picked up
their attaché cases in the church
parking lot one weekend, to the
final celebratory Zoom meeting
and slideshow the following weekend. The program was created
and organized from scratch here
at Faith. So many people helped,
those in front of the cameras and
those behind the scenes. When
these kids look back on the pandemic, they will remember the
summer they had virtual VBS. And
maybe they will even remember
their memory verse for the week!
God has told you, O mortal, what is
good; and what does the Lord require
of you but to do justice, and to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with
your God?
Micah 6:8 NSRV
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Howard Thurman’s Jesus and the Disinherited.

From the back cover: “First published in 1949, Jesus and the Disinherited is a brilliant and compassionate look at God’s work in
our lives. As we struggle today with issues of poverty, racism, and
spiritual disengagement, Howard Thurman’s discerning reading of
the message of renewal through self-love as exemplified in the life
of Jesus resonates powerfully once again.”
Howard Thurman’s autobiography With Head and Heart.
From the back cover: “Howard Thurman was a singular man
– a black minister, philosopher, and educator whose vitality
and vision touched the lives of countless people of all races,
faiths, and cultures.” Thurman was a professor of theology,
co-founding pastor of The Church for the Fellowship of
All Peoples in San Francisco, and dean of Marsh Chapel of
Boston University.
Bryan Stevenson’s Just Mercy.
From the back cover: “From one of the most brilliant and influential lawyers of our time comes an unforgettable true story about the redeeming
potential of mercy. Bryan Stevenson was a gifted young attorney when he
founded the Equal Justice Initiative, a legal practice dedicated to defending
the poor, the wrongly condemned, and those trapped in the furthest reaches
of our criminal justice system. One of his first cases was that of Walter
McMillian, a young man sentenced to die for a notorious murder he didn’t
commit. The case draws Stevenson into a tangle of conspiracy, political
machination, and legal brinkmanship – and transformed his understanding
of mercy and justice forever.”

“Over the past three weeks, two Black Lives Matter banners have been taken. We raise a Black Lives
Matter banner to say we agree with such a statement. Yes, Black lives do matter. We see this as a
starting point for all of humanity, knowing that
many people groups have been dehumanized and
wrongly treated throughout history and in our
present circumstances. We stand for justice, covered in kindness and humility. As a congregation,
we are on a journey of transformation, learning to
walk in the ways of Jesus Christ. We welcome you
on this journey as we learn and grow.”
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UPDATE
ON
CAMPUS
CLOSURE
Faith’s task force overseeing the church’s campus closure and reopening is continuing to
monitor the current situation. The task force communicates with session weekly.
We will not be gathering in person at this time.
While we do miss gathering in person and all that includes (cake and singing!), we want to
prioritize the health and wellness of our congregation and community.
You will continue to be updated. In the meantime, be sure to tune in for the weekly worship
and Bible study videos online.
Task force: Nancy Harber (chair), Jill Gustafson, Kathy Hays, Paula Carmack, Rich Volkert, Sam
Codington.

If you’ve ever wanted to be a librarian with
your own library, this is your chance! Our
church library needs a new librarian to take
charge of it and give it lots of love.
PLEASE CALL SHARON GEHL, 619-299-9606, FOR MORE INFORMATION.

In response to the invitation of the PC(USA) denomination, we are a Matthew 25 Church. In Matthew 25:40, Jesus says, “Truly I tell you, just as you
did it to one of the least of these who are members
of my family, you did it to me.” This is a lens for our
worship, education, and mission. Particularly, we
are focusing on dismantling structural racism. We
are using denominational resources for our worship liturgy and have been since December. We
are beginning what will be a series of book studies
with the book Waking Up White, and Finding Myself
in the Story of Race by Debby Irving. We have also
begun partnering with Agape House campus ministry. Agape is especially attuned to the challenges
many people of color at SDSU experience, including housing and food insecurity. For us at Faith, this
is the beginning of a journey into deeper inclusion,
justice, and mutuality.
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August 22, 2020
Dear Churches of the San Diego Presbytery,
We are writing to inform you of an action that was taken at our recent Board of Director’s meeting, conducted on Zoom.
“AFTER OVER A HALF OF CENTURY OF BUILDING CHURCHES IN MEXICO, BAJA PRESBYTERIAN
MISSIONS WILL REDIRECT CONSTRUCTION FUNDS TO HELP FIGHT THE COVID-19 VIRUS WITHIN THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN BAJA CALIFORNIA.”
WHAT DOES THIS MEAN? In normal times, a substantial portion of the endowment funds and church
contributions are set aside into a Construction Fund. As the Presbytery of the Northwest Border of Mexico
presents us with proposals for planting new churches, we provide funds to purchase property and build
churches. We also fund improvement projects for existing churches.
Due to widespread infection of the COVID-19 virus within Baja’s Presbyterian churches, all plans for new
and existing church construction have been put on hold. Therefore, our Board recently voted to divert construction funds to provide for the immediate needs in México during the pandemic.
CONDITIONS IN BAJA: Families are infected. Presbyterians are dying. Some churches have
now reopened, but they are restricted to 25% of their membership at a service, and are continuing online
meetings. Smaller churches that do not have online technology available rely on pastors making weekly
home visits. Currently, seven pastors have been ill with COVID-19 and are now recovering. We will continue to supplement pastors’ salaries where needed, as we have in the past. Many congregations are experiencing loss of work and income due to business closures. The Mexican government does not provide any
aid or financial assistance. For the last several months, Baja Presbyterian Missions has been sending funds to
Presbyterian pastors to purchase and deliver food packages for families in crisis.
We believe that the end of this COVID-19 crisis will not be abrupt, but gradual, and we will move back into
the goal of church construction as determined by the Mexican Presbytery. In the meantime, we at Baja Presbyterian Missions will use our resources to provide for immediate critical needs.
HOW YOU CAN HELP: Some of our church partners have made generous donations for COVID relief,
in addition to their regular contributions to our ministry. We are so grateful for their continuing support.
However, funds are still needed for food, masks, hand sanitizers, and medicine. Churches also need money
to pay for ambulance transports and to help families with burial expenses. If you can help, please send donations to Baja Presbyterian Missions, 1958 Willowbrook Court, El Cajon, CA 92019.

Blessings,
Jim Hancock, President
Cell (619) 840-6884
email: jimhancock@cox.net
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A Book Study with
Waking Up White
Debby Irving, author
As we become a Matthew 25 Church focusing on dismantling structural racism through our education, worship, and mission, we will be sharing in a conversation with the Debby Irving’s book Waking Up
White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race.
We will share in these conversations on Zoom at 7pm on Tuesdays through the month of September.
I will send the Zoom link each week during September.
We have decided to continue the conversation through the month of September, and you are invited
to join the conversation. You are responsible for acquiring a copy of the book for yourself.
At the end of each chapter are reflection questions, and while we will discuss overall impressions and
particular passages, we will focus on select reflection questions at the end of each chapter.

Come to this conversation with an open mind and heart
From the back cover: “For twenty-five years, Debby Irving senses inexplicable racial tensions in her
personal and professional relationships. As a colleague and neighbor, she worried about offending people she dearly wanted to befriend. As an arts administrator, she didn’t understand why her diversity
efforts lacked traction. As a teacher, she found her best efforts to reach out to students and families of
color left her wondering what she was missing. Then, in 2009, one ‘aha!’ moment launched an adventure of discovery and insight that drastically shifted her worldview and upended her life plan.”

From Our Zoom
Coffee Fellowship
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

SEP

24

