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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Navigating a Rapidly Changing World

Much in our lives has changed in a matter of months.
I want to begin by thanking the members and friends
of this congregation for supporting and encouraging
me amidst the manifold changes we have been seeking to navigate together. From the outset in March,
the session mobilized and began thinking creatively
about how to keep this congregation connected with
one another and with the surrounding community.
While we have since shifted focus from crisis response and into weekly rhythms, the session and deacons have continued to cultivate sustained efforts to
support, encourage, and engage this congregation and
community. For this, I am grateful.
Spiritual nourishment is so important, especially as
many of us are spending more time at home and less
time with others.
As we do yearn for the day of returning to some
normalcy, we also know and have felt that much has
changed in our world even without the pandemic.
Even after the pandemic is behind us, there are diverse challenges and opportunities ahead of us.
In June we answered the Presbyterian Church
(USA)’s call, and we became a Matthew 25 Church.
Matthew 25 Churches seek to be actively engaged in
the world with three particular areas of focus, which
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are building congregational vitality, dismantling
structural racism, and eradicating systemic poverty.
In recent months, we have focused on dismantling structural racism through our worship,
education, and mission. We have moved in this
direction by seeking to be attentive to those who
are actively silenced and relegated to the margins. We desire to foster wholeness and for people’s full humanity to be affirmed. We have also
partnered with Agape House, a campus ministry
at San Diego State University that seeks to practice radical hospitality and inclusion.
In recent weeks, we have been reading the
Old Testament story of Esther together. As she
seeks to navigate power differentials and deliver her people, she surprisingly refrains from
celebrating Passover and instead instigates a
new tradition, Purim, which would commemorate their deliverance in the midst of the Persian
empire. Esther was practically and theologically
creative. Today, I think the church has much to
learn from her.
Before and during the pandemic, it has perhaps
been tempting to focus on simply maintaining
and holding ourselves together. Truth be told,
there are many days holding ourselves together
can feel like a tremendous accomplishment – indeed, it is. However, as we continue to navigate
an ever-changing world, it will be important for
us to seek to be actively engaged with the pressing questions and opportunities of the day.
There is much uncertain in the world, yet God
is faithful still. The church in the world has lived
through crises before and will again in the future. We are called in this moment to be a people
of heart and to live by our faith.
I am grateful for each of you. You inspire me
and give me hope. Know that I carry you in my
heart.

Grace and peace,
Sam

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)
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College Park Preschool

No In-person Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups
Until Further Notice

UPDATE

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings

On September 8th, College Park
Preschool opened with public
health modifications, which have
included reduced class sizes and
online learning. Let us continue to
keep the preschool staff, children,
and families in our prayers.

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

Until the church campus reopens

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling. Please
contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email at
esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for her to
meet you in the church parking lot. Please wear a mask
and practice social distancing when you transfer the bags
from your vehicle to hers.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color,
white, gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities.
We share a common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education,
and excellence in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us
as we grow in faith, with the triune God as our best expression.
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OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Helen Musil - 9th
Rory Volkert - 10th
Joan Mentze - 14th
Gina Jeffrey - 29th
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If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

DEATHS

Look
for the
Sunday
Service
video
link
and the
11:00am
Coffee
Time
zoom
link in
Pastor
Sam’s
emails

Ruth Juleen
Passed away on September 28th

****

Look
for
the
Wednesday
Morning
Bible
Study
link
in
Pastor
Sam’s
emails
****

UPDATE
ON
CAMPUS
CLOSURE

While we are not opening the
campus for in-person gatherings, the church’s task force is
monitoring the situation and
discussing creative ways to stay
connected as a congregation.

DATES TO REMEMBER

NO ACTIVITIES IN-PERSON UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
October 21st - Session Meeting - 7:00pm (ZOOM)
Deacons will not meet in October
October 22nd - Newsletter Deadline

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
Tune in on Wednesday Mornings on Our Website
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Financial Report 09/15/2020
Envelope Offering for August 2020 was $39,356.08
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2020 is $21,721.00 per month

Per Capita:
Assessment for 2020 was $6,874.60
Collected from JAN thru AUG 2020 was $3,550.00
About 52% (Same time frame last year was 86%)
Please pay your Per Capita, if you have not for 2020
Thank You!

Budget
% of Per Capita

Summary
Total Per Capita
$6,875
Total Income as of 08/30/2020
$3,550

52%

Thank you for keeping your envelope offering up to date.
PLEDGE UPDATE
Thank you to all members who have kept their pledges current
during this unique period. Anyone who would like an update on
where they stand with their contributions may contact Beverly
Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at beamartyn @cox.net.
Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.

October 4th Pastor Sam

SERMONS FOR OCTOBER

A Theatrical Conflict of Interests

Esther 5:1-14

October 11th Pastor Sam
A Series of (Un)Fortunate Events
October 18th Pastor Sam
A Collision Course
October 25th Cara Ann Maeda From Mourning to Rejoicing

Esther 6:1-14
Esther 7:1-10
Esther 8:1-8, 15-17

World Communion Sunday

Reformation Sunday

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have online weekly Bible studies to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/bible-study/
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Faith Development and Nurture Committee

Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

from Cara Ann Maeda
The Faith Development and Nurture committee continues to provide materials for our Sunday School
At-Home curriculum! For September and October, the children are learning about courageous people in
the Old Testament. Each week they learn about a new person and how they exhibited courage, which is
shown in different ways. Each Sunday the children watch the Sermon on the Steps video at home then do
their crafts and activities with the provided materials. All crafts and supplies are being dropped off to the
children every couple of weeks and they have a “courage folder” to hold all of the materials. The FDN
committee is doing an excellent job adapting to the current season and caring for our children and families! There are 22 children participating…what a vibrant children’s ministry we have!
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Explore
Presbyterians Today’s
snazzy
digital
edition!
Looks like print — and so much more!
Presbyterians Today’s sleek online digital edition lets you thumb through the magazine
just like the familiar paper copy.
But that’s just the beginning.
Navigating is a breeze. If you’re on a mobile phone or tablet, you can swipe with your finger to move around pages. On a desktop computer, use your mouse or keyboard. You can
easily zoom in or out to make the print as large as you’d like.
A robust search function lets you hunt for exactly what you’re looking for — either in the
current issue alone or in the online archive of the past year’s issues.
When you find something that you want to keep, you can download or print it — a range
of pages or the entire issue. With the tap of a button, you can also share an article on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram or Pinterest — or by email.
And of course, the links in every issue are live. Just tap on any web address, and a new tab
will open with the content you’ve selected.
Reading Presbyterians Today has never been easier! We invite you to explore the new
digital edition today!
t Get your free one-year subscription of Presbyterians Today magazine. Visit their website
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/today/
t The digital edition of Presbyterian Today magazine is now available. You can read
Presbyterians Today on your mobile phone, tablet or desktop. Go to the web page mentioned
above and click “Digital Edition” (found on almost top right hand side).
t As of this time, PCUSA publisher is not taking church group orders for printed susbsription.
t If you need assistance on your order, or would like the office to help you get a free
subscription, please e-mail office@fpsd.org or call (619) 582-8480.
PCUSA Presbyterians Today toll free number: (800) 558-1669.
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The Holiday Mission Fair Has Been Postponed
Yes, the rumor is true. The Holiday Mission Fair will have to be postponed this year----but just for this year.
For 18 years we have all enjoyed starting our Christmas shopping in early November and supporting our local
mission agencies, as well as artisans from around the world. And we know that all of those people continue
to need our help. But unfortunately the pandemic this year makes it too risky to try and hold this event. Although it is our hope that by early November we will be back doing some of the things we used to do, attempting to gather a large group of people together, bending over tables and looking at the same crafts is still going
to be risky and to get ready for the event, many things had to be done, starting in August and that was just
not possible this year. So hang in there, keep working on your Christmas list and 2021 will hopefully be better
than ever.
In order to continue our support for any agencies that we can, listed below are the addresses of the different mission groups we normally invite to join us at the fair. You are encouraged to consider making a donation to any of them, just as you have in the past, and mailing your check to their address, which is provided.
We have notified them all of the situation and they do understand and will be thrilled to receive any financial
support we are able to offer. You might want to let them know you are a member at Faith when you make the
donation, so they will realize we are still trying to support them in any way possible. Here are the groups that
would have been with us for the event:
ALLIANCE FOR AFRICAN ASSISTANCE---5952 El Cajon Blvd., San Diego 92115
AGAPE HOUSE---5863 Hardy Ave, San Diego 92115-1318
HABITAT FOR HUMANITY---8128 Mercury Court, San Diego 92111
HEIFER INTERNATIONAL---P.O. Box 6021, Albert Lea, MN 56007
MILITARY OUTREACH MINISTRIES---P.O. Box 3030, La Mesa 91944-3030
NEW DAY URBAN MINISTRIES---2459 Market St, San Diego 92192 (Formerly PUM)
SOUTH SUDANESE-AMERICAN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH---5202 Orange Ave. San Diego 92115
So, thanks for your understanding---this has truly been a year like no other and it seems like every week
we find something else that has to be modified. But we are all here, still together, though not as close as we
would like, grateful to God for this church and all of our members and ready to look forward to an exciting
future.
Nancy Harber, Holiday Mission Fair Chairperson
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Greetings from Stewardship,
2020 has been a most unusual year and while we’ve been unable to meet in person at Faith, our congregation has continued to live the message of God’s love and to be good stewards of our resources in
this time of uncertainty. Living in this new world of virtual instead of in-person connectivity we have
supported each other through teleconferences and phone calls and limited in person contact to address
individual needs with the Staff, Elders, Deacons, and members all working to help keep our congregation healthy and ensuring that they know that they are loved during this time. Our Stewardship offerings include time and talents.
In addition, we’ve been able to show our effective use of our resources through a virtual Vacation Bible
School that had some 50 participants from our membership and the local community. We have also continued during this time to interact and support our ministry partners including Agape House and New
Day Urban Ministries (formerly PUM) by reaching out and demonstrating our message of inclusiveness
to the community. Through the dedication of our members, our church has continued to remain financially in the black, allowing us to pay our bills and retain our staff during this challenging time.
Given the many challenges we’ve been able to manage and deal with this year, I think that all of us
are looking forward towards a better 2021. We are about to enter our time of renewing our commitments to the church in tithes, time, and talents through our annual Stewardship Drive. This is a key step
towards defining the resources we will have to work with this coming year so we can plan how best to
serve God’s calling to our church. We will need to know what resources we can count on. This is both in
terms of what financial resources we will have as we develop our budget and in our capabilities, knowing who is willing to provide their time and talents as resources to the church’s ministry.
As we proceed towards Stewardship Sunday on the 8th of November you will hear more about our
approach to Stewardship and how you can participate in the coming weeks. During this time we would
ask you to prayerfully consider your ability to commit a portion of the resources God has given you to
the church and its ministries.
If you have any questions please reach out to me and I will try to answer.
Yours in Christ – Rich Volkert, Stewardship Chair

On Saturday morning
getting ready to
record the
Sunday
Morning
Service

A
U
D
I
O
V
I
D
E
O

BETSY

-8-

M
U
S
I
JOE

C

A Book Study with
I’m Still Here
Austin Channing Brown, author

Book Study: I'm Still Here
On October 20th, we will start our next book study with the book, I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in a
World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown.
We will gather on zoom each Tuesday evening at 7pm. You will be responsible for acquiring the
book. However, if the cost of the book is prohibitive, you may email the church office, office@
fpsd.org.
From the cover: “In a time when nearly all institutions (schools, churches, universities, businesses) claim to value diversity in their mission statements, I’m Still Here is a powerful account of how
and why our actions so often fall short of our words. Austin writes in breathtaking detail about
her journey to self-worth and the pitfalls that kill our attempts at racial justice, in stories that bear
witness to the complexity of America’s social fabric - from Black Cleveland neighborhoods to private schools in the middle-class suburbs, from prison walls to the boardrooms at majority-white
organizations.”

How to be a Part of Worship
Are you feeling a little detached from the worship service at Faith during this pandemic because
you’re viewing the service from your phone or personal computer? We know how you can actually
participate and feel like you’re in your own private service – volunteer to be liturgist!! If you’ve never
done this before because of a little stage fright at getting up in front of the congregation, now is the
perfect time to volunteer to give it a go. Why, you say? Instead of standing before a full sanctuary
of people, you’ll have a live audience of just three – the pastor, organist and media director who’s
doing the filming! This opportunity would require less than an hour of your time on a Saturday
morning, yet gets you involved in the worship experience and makes you feel good to be a part of it!
All you have to do is contact Kathy Hays by phone or email and the two of you can agree on an
available Saturday. Then just show up that Saturday morning before 9:00 and read your part from
a printed bulletin near the beginning of the service. After you finish your brief part, you just sit back
in the congregation and enjoy your private service! Maybe the best thing about serving as liturgist is
that you’ll be seen by folks in the congregation who probably haven’t seen you in person for a long
time and will be glad to know that you’re alive and well during this pandemic! It really is a nice experience and will give you a chance to have a chat with Pastor Sam, Joe (Organist, Music Director), and
Betsy (Media Director). Then maybe when we can all be together as a congregation again, either
indoors or out, you’ll have this experience under your belt and will be ready to continue as liturgist
from time to time! Do give it some thought!
Kathy Hays for Worship Committee
Phone – 619-992-6718
Email – kathays@cox.net
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LET’S GET SOME COLOR BACK INTO SUNDAY SERVICES!
Flower sign-up contact person : Nancy Flynn – (619) 813-7063 or email esch46@hotmail.com
Cost: $50 for flowers
Live plant option – negotiable

Payment – checks made payable to Faith Presbyterian Deacons, with “flowers”in the memo line
and can be mailed to the church or to Nancy Flynn at her home address
Order deadline: Wednesday afternoon before your flower Sunday
There are obviously going to be changes to the flower sign-up procedures due to the pandemic. Jeff
Ousley reduced the price of the bouquets so they’ll be a little smaller and more manageable. All flower
orders need to be called or emailed to Nancy Flynn by the Wednesday afternoon preceding the Sunday
for which you sign up. Be sure to check with Nancy first to make sure the Sunday you chose is still open
on her calendar. You’ll also need to call or email Lou by that Wednesday afternoon to let her know what
you want in the bulletin about your flowers – i.e. in honor of, in celebration of, etc.
Since the Deacons won’t be at church to break up the bouquet, you may pick it up after the Sunday
service is recorded on Saturdays - so around 10:00 a.m. Just let Nancy know of your wishes for the disposition of the bouquet if you don’t plan to pick it up or have it picked up. If you’d prefer to order a live
plant that you can plant at home or give to someone, this is also an option.
We will continue to order our flowers and plants from Jeff Ousley at Aztec Flowers, as he’s been
very generous and faithful with his flower service to Faith. Be checking your calendars and let’s fill up
Nancy’s flower calendar again and bring some color to the sanctuary during these trying times!!
The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) is involved in peacemaking and reconciliation in more than 50 countries. In many places around the world, peace is
merely a hope. Conflicts between nations, peoples, and ideas put peace at
risk everywhere. The Peace & Global Witness Offering helps to address these
problems by supporting efforts to inspire, equip, and connect Presbyterians
engaging in ministries of reconciliation and peace around the world. Through
missions, work projects, and education, we witness to the peace of Christ.
Please send your contribution for this year’s Peace and Global Witness Offering to Faith Presbyterian Church. We will retain 25% of your contributions to
donate to local organizations, with 75% going to support worldwide missions.

PEACE
AND
GLOBAL

Witness Offering
by Kim Stiles

Do you need two new side chairs? The church
doesn’t need these two anymore. Contact Sharon
Gehl at 619-299-9606 to arrange to pick them up.
PLEASE CALL SHARON GEHL FOR MORE INFORMATION.
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

OCT

22

