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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Planting Seeds of Hope

“May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of
joy.” These words from Psalm 126 strike me as lovely
and compelling, drenched with hope.
In the month of November, we will be dwelling in
the Psalms during worship on Sundays. The prayer
book of the Psalms in the middle of our Bible plumbs
the depths of human experience with sorrow, anger,
and joy. The Psalms express orientation, disorientation, and reorientation. The Psalms ground us in God,
our true home and future.
The poet, Jericho Brown, wrote, “Hope is always
accompanied by the imagination, the will to see what
our physical environment seems to deem impossible.
Only the creative mind can make use of hope. Only a
creative people can wield it.”
In this unsettling season of life, we have sought to
connect and deepen our fellowship, education, worship, and mission well beyond what is familiar to us.
We have been required to be creative and resilient.
Our hope has been tested as we have wondered when
we may begin to experience glimpses of normalcy.
As much as I long to experience normalcy, I am also
aware that the seeds I plant now are for more than me.
Reverend Otis Moss III recently recalled a story his
father told him about Howard Thurman when ThurNOVEMBER 2020

man was a young boy. The young Thurman
asked a question of one of his elders, a man who
was in his eighties. The young Thurman observed the elder planting pecan trees, and Thurman said, “Sir, you may not be around to taste
the fruit from these trees.” The elder paused and
then replied, “Son, all my life I have been eating
from trees I did not plant. It is my job to plant for
somebody else.”
After telling this story about the young Howard Thurman, Reverend Otis Moss III’s father
said, “Just plant. There will be trees that you
will never see grow that someone else will eat
from, and it is their responsibility to plant for
somebody else.”
And so it is with us. Every day and all our
lives, we enjoy fruit from trees that were planted
by others before us, and now it is our turn to
plant.
During the season of stewardship, we prayerfully consider the ways in which we desire and
feel called by God to plant seeds for the future.
In this peculiar time that we are living through,
we are looking with hope to the future of the
church.
Stewardship is a season steeped with hope
because it beckons us to look beyond ourselves
and to consider the seeds we are planting and
how they will benefit those who come after us.
This year our stewardship season will culminate
on Stewardship Sunday, November 8th.
This year, as we long for normalcy and plan
for the coming year, I invite you to prayerfully
consider how you want to invest yourself for future generations.

Grace and peace,
Sam

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)
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No In-person Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups
Until Further Notice

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month

ENDS
SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 1st

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

Until the church campus reopens

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling. Please
contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email at
esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for her to
meet you in the church parking lot. Please wear a mask
and practice social distancing when you transfer the bags
from your vehicle to hers.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color,
white, gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities.
We share a common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education,
and excellence in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us
as we grow in faith, with the triune God as our best expression.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
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video
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11:00am
Coffee
Time
zoom
link in
Pastor
Sam’s
emails

Kate Cameron - 8th
Shoana Sikorski - 10th
Michelle Crownhart - 11th
Rick Tobin - 13th
Joe Rodriguez - 14th
Heidi Modrusan - 16th
Nancy Flynn - 21st
Beverly Martyn - 27th

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

DEATHS

****
Look
for
the
Wednesday
Morning
Bible
Study
link
in
Pastor
Sam’s
emails
****

Ramona Weir
Passed away on October 4th
Micheline B. English
Passed away on October 17th

UPDATE ON CAMPUS
CLOSURE

SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 10

DATES TO REMEMBER

NO ACTIVITIES IN-PERSON UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

November 1st - Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 3rd - Election Day
November 11th - Veterans Day (office is closed)
November 18th - Session Meeting - 7:00pm (ZOOM)
November 19th - Newsletter Deadline
November 26th - Thanksgiving Day (office is closed)
November 29th - First Sunday of Advent
November 29th - Congregational Meeting - 3:00pm - church parking lot
Deacons will not meet in November

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
Tune in on Wednesday Mornings on Our Website
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Financial Report 09/30/2020
Envelope Offering for September 2020 was $26,188.23
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2020 is $21,721.00 per month

Per Capita:

Budget

Have you paid your Per Capita?

% of Per Capita

Summary
Summary
Total Per Capita

Per Capita thru September is at only 52%,
we did much better last year.

Total Per Capita
$6,875
Total Income as of 09/30/2020
$3,550
$3,550
$6,875

Total Income as of 08/30/2020

Overall the 2020 budget is in the black.
We are under budget due to the shut-down.

52%

Thank you for keeping your envelope offering up to date.
PLEDGE UPDATE
Thank you to all members who have kept their pledges current
during this unique period. Anyone who would like an update on
where they stand with their contributions may contact Beverly
Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at beamartyn@cox.net.
Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.

November 4th
November 8th
November 15th
November 22nd
November 29th

SERMONS FOR NOVEMBER

Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam

Turning Toward Home
To the Giver
Over All Earth
A Ray of Hope
Cultivating Hope

Psalm 126
Psalm 104
Psalm 47
Psalm 13
Isaiah 64:1-9

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have online weekly Bible studies to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/bible-study/
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Faith Development and Nurture Committee

Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

from Cara Ann Maeda
The Faith Development and Nurture (FDN) committee continues to drop off Sunday School At-Home
activity bags to the children. These bags are filled with wonderful crafts and activities that engage
the children deeper into the weekly Bible lesson. In October, the “Courageous People of the Old
Testament” series was wrapped up. Throughout this series, the children learned about Esther, Caleb,
Miriam, Nehemiah, Deborah, Gideon, Abigail, and Josiah. In October, there was a “craft-along with
Ms. Jill” through Zoom where she taught the children how to make beeswax candles as part of the
lesson on Deborah.

In November, the theme will be “Growing in gratitude and planting seeds of hope.” The verse for
the series will be from Ephesians 3:17, “May Christ dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being
rooted and grounded in love.” The children will receive an activity bag at the beginning of the month
with all of the activities. Thank you to Dora McCann for providing a special craft kit for each child in
this month’s activity bag!
A special thank you to Jill Gustafson, chair of the FDN committee, who faithfully prepares the activity bags for 22 children and to Paula Carmack for helping to deliver the bags to the children’s homes.
Thank you, members of the FDN committee for your love and support of the young families!
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Ever Wonder About ...

The Advent of Advent?
By: Elder David Helkenn

The season of Advent has an uncertain and mysterious history, many details of which are quite puzzling. It
wouldn’t be until the middle of the second century before Sunday would be widely recognized as the first day
of the week and suitable for celebrating the Eucharist. Justin Martyr, circa 150, argued that Sunday commemorated the beginning of creation and that Sunday marked the first day in the new creation in Christ. It would still
take another two centuries before Sunday and the Eucharist would be firmly and permanently linked. (For city
dwellers at least, Sunday as a legal day of rest would have to wait until a decree from Constantine circa 321.)
The evolution of the Christian year was a much slower and more complicated process. Christianity inherited
and reinterpreted two great annual festivals from Judaism, Passover, and Pentecost. It also added a third festival, Epiphany. It is clearly not Jewish with very mysterious roots. It can be traced to Egypt around the middle
of the second century where it was celebrated on January 6, by Egyptian Gnostics, the Basilidians.
The reason for the festival is not clear. Some thought it honored the birth of Christ. Others thought it commemorated the baptism of Jesus. Still, others thought it recognized the first miracle – the changing of water to
wine at Cana.
About two centuries later, circa 336 in Rome, the feast of the Birth of Christ would appear. Fifty more years
would elapse before Bishop Chrysostom of Antioch would introduce his flock to a new festival, Christmas,
which would become linked to Epiphany.
The influence of the Council of Nicaea impacted this ‘new’ feast as it did Easter. Converts to Christianity had
forty days to repent before being baptized at Easter. Once the day of Christmas was fixed on December 25th, the
western congregations began to associate Epiphany with the visit of the Magi. One could count back 40 days
from Epiphany to begin the Christmas season which we call Advent.
Thus, Advent gradually became accepted in the west during the fourth century. The church calendar was
evolving into two annual cycles – Christmas and Easter with four seasons. Easter began with Lent and was followed by Pentecost. Christmas began with Advent and ended, forty days later with Epiphany.
From: White, James F.; “A Brief History of Christian Worship” Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1993
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Hello FPC Families,
Last March, CPP closed due to the COVID 19 Pandemic. At that time, we didn’t know if or when
we would be able to reopen our school doors.
After months of careful planning and care, the preschool was able to reopen its doors for a short
Summer Fun Program. Re-opening required following careful health and sanitation guidelines, as
well as specific COVID 19 training for all CPP staff. The preparation for re-opening was extensive,
but we were able to successfully pass our CA licensing inspection to open.

We now require daily health screenings for
all staff and children attending our program
and all staff are required to wear masks at all
times. We also have increased daily handwashing and sanitation procedures. Our
parent group was able to assist us in installing
an outdoor sink to allow for additional handwashing.

Although the extra work has been challenging,
the children and families are very happy that we
have reopened. The children enjoy being back to
school learning with their friends, and CPP staff
are glad to be back doing the work they love.
All the best,
Nancy McGeath
CPP Director
College Park Preschool
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Greetings from Stewardship,
Greetings to you all and know that our Church and Faith remains as a rock to assist us through the
turbulent waters and the social distancing of COVID. Our Church staff, deacons, elders, and members
are consistently reaching out to help each other and are working to keep us all in touch with each
other so we can continue to operate as a congregation. Look forward to some news on how we may
be able to allow small groups to join us at Church services during the Saturday recordings and a plan
for music at Christmas. We continue to show the Church is not only about our building and services
in the pews on Sundays. As a congregation, we are now in the middle of our Annual Stewardship
campaign, which helps to define what missions and services our church will be able to support in the
next year based on your pledges of service and money. But what is Stewardship? This question comes
up annually and to help us better understand what it is about better, the church now has a dedicated
page on our website at https://faithchurchsandiego.org/stewardship-2020. I urge you to go and check
it out and to gain a better understanding of the fact that what we are seeking to do is return to God
a small portion of what he has enriched us with. As we proceed towards Stewardship Sunday on the
8th of November, I continue to urge you to prayerfully consider how you can support the Church and
its missions. In support of this, I would ask you to fill out and mail in your pledge card before the 8th. If
you’re missing or need a new pledge card, please call the church office and Lou will be happy to send
you one.
Yours in Christ – Rich Volkert, Stewardship Chair

Sanctuary Flowers for 2021

Christmas Poinsettias

2021 is almost here! And
won't we all be glad? The
flower chart for sanctuary
flowers is now available
and waiting for signups.
Do you have a certain
someone to honor on their
birthday or the anniversary
of their death? A wedding
anniversary? In order to
reserve that special date,
please call Nancy Flynn at
619-813-7063, or email her
at esch46@hotmail.com.
Now is the time to do it,
while there is still a lot of
flexibility in the calendar.
There are already a couple
of dates reserved, so don't
wait too long!
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It’s time to order poinsettias so we can decorate the
sanctuary for the Sunday
before Christmas! They’re
just $11 this year from Jeff
Ousley at Aztec Flower
Market and will be available for you to pick up to
take home Thursday after
the Christmas Eve service.
Call or email the church
office with your order by
Thursday, December 10th
(subject to change – stand
by!). And who knows? It’s
always possible that we may
be celebrating Christmas as
a church family in our own
sanctuary again by then!
We can always hope and
pray for that!

A Book Study with
I’m Still Here
Austin Channing Brown, author

Book Study: I'm Still Here
During November, we are continuing our book study with the book, I'm Still Here: Black Dignity in
a World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown.
We gather on zoom each Tuesday evening at 7pm. You are responsible for acquiring the book.
However, if the cost of the book is prohibitive, you may email the church office, office@fpsd.org.
From the cover: “In a time when nearly all institutions (schools, churches, universities, businesses) claim to value diversity in their mission statements, I’m Still Here is a powerful account of how
and why our actions so often fall short of our words. Austin writes in breathtaking detail about
her journey to self-worth and the pitfalls that kill our attempts at racial justice, in stories that bear
witness to the complexity of America’s social fabric - from Black Cleveland neighborhoods to private schools in the middle-class suburbs, from prison walls to the boardrooms at majority-white
organizations.”

November Congregational Meeting 2020
Date: November 29th at 3pm.
details on page 10
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UPDATE
ON
CAMPUS
CLOSURE
As San Diego County continues to strongly urge older adults and vulnerable populations to worship
online at home, we are continuing to support the congregation and to engage the community with an
array of online offerings – worship, fellowship, Bible studies, book studies, and at-home Sunday school
materials for children.
The church’s task force has also been weighing options for members of the church to benefit from
in-person experiences in low-risk environments.
Serve as liturgist for worship service recordings on Saturday mornings at 9am.
Attend in-person worship service recordings on Saturday mornings at 9am, up to six
people may sign up for this each week.
A drive-in Christmas concert is scheduled for December 20th at 3pm. Everyone will stay in their cars.
Our music director, Joe Rodriguez, and other musicians will offer an instrumental Christmas music program. Church members will sign up in order for us to gauge how to arrange the parking lot.
To sign up for the above in-person opportunities, you need to contact the church office.
***Note: for in-person opportunities, all health guidelines – masks at all times, temperature checks
upon arrival, social distancing throughout – will be followed by all individuals attending in order to support the wellness and confidence of those present.

November Congregational Meeting 2020
Before the meeting, there will be music, scripture reading, and prayer.
Date: November 29th at 3pm.
Format: outside, in-person with masks, temperature checks upon arrival, social distancing.
Location: church parking lot. Chairs will be provided.
Action items:
Election of officers
Revised Bylaws
Terms of call for pastor

Regarding in-person events at Faith, although we intend to make these in-person events as safe as
feasible, nonetheless, we are in the midst of a pandemic and persons in high risk categories should
take into account the small but unavoidable risk of exposure.

- 10 -

FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH
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