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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Good News

This has been a year unlike any other for countless
reasons. At this point, that should go without saying.
None of us knew on March 8th that we would not be
gathering again in the sanctuary for some months. As
we approach the season of Advent, I am especially
attuned to the feeling of longing for return and for
reunion.
Advent is a season of waiting for the coming of God.
The coming of God surprises. God does not arrive in
ways we expect. While the basic contours of the story
of Advent and the first Christmas are familiar to us –
Jesus born to Mary and Joseph in Bethlehem – this
story should also spark an element of surprise in us.
In the Old Testament book of Isaiah, we read,
“When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your
presence” (Isaiah 64:3), and in the New Testament
book of the Gospel of Luke, we read the story of the
shepherds, “In that region there were shepherds living
in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified” (Luke 2:8-9).
While many may have been longing for the coming
of God in their lives, the first Christmas did not unDECEMBER 2020

fold in a way most anyone expected. The priests
and scribes in Jerusalem were not the first ones
to welcome the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, and
they would have been the ones in the know as
much as anyone. Rather, everyone in Jerusalem
was more than a little nervous when outsiders –
perhaps astrologers – arrived and were looking
for a new king.
The Franciscan friar in Albuquerque, New
Mexico, Richard Rohr, has observed, “Remember, when we speak of Advent or preparing for
Christmas, we’re not just talking about waiting
for the little baby Jesus to be born. That already
happened 2,000 years ago. In fact, we’re welcoming the Universal Christ, the Cosmic Christ,
the Christ that is forever being born in the human soul and into history.”
During this unsettling year, we may think
we know what the coming of God in our lives
should or will look like for us. However, I suggest that we be willing and open for surprise.
God often surprises with good news from places
and through people well outside our expectations.
This Advent let us open our hearts to the presence of Christ with “the least of these,” and may
we be surprised with good news.

Grace and peace,
Sam

HEAVEN, AND ON EARTH PEACE
AMONG THOSE WHOM HE FAVORS!
LUKE 2:14 (NRSV)
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No In-person Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups
Until Further Notice

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings

I Will Light Candles This Christmas
By Howard Thurman

I will light candles this Christmas,
Candles of joy despite all the sadness,
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch,
Candles of courage for fears ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all year long.

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

Until the church campus reopens

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling. Please
contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email at
esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for her to
meet you in the church parking lot. Please wear a mask
and practice social distancing when you transfer the bags
from your vehicle to hers.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color,
white, gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities.
We share a common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education,
and excellence in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us
as we grow in faith, with the triune God as our best expression.
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Bob Arthur - 6th
Ron Gonzales - 7th
Carla Euliss - 8th
Michael Ballard - 10th
Bob Plimpton - 21st
Linda Pain - 22nd
Sarah Harvey - 22nd
Marie Duffield - 25th
Ben Holman - 26th
Charlene Arthur - 30th
Pat Keller - 30th

The Chancel Flowers

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

Flower Offerings:
Please send your dedication/announcement
for your flower offering
to the church office by
Wednesday afternoon
(before your selected
Sunday). You may send
e-mail at office@fpsd.
org or call (619) 5828480. Thank you!

UPDATE ON CAMPUS
CLOSURE

SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 10

DATES TO REMEMBER

NO ACTIVITIES IN-PERSON UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

December 16th - Session Meeting - 7:00pm (ZOOM)
December 17th - Newsletter Deadline
December 20th - Christmas Music Program - 3:00pm
church parking lot

December 24th - Christmas Eve Service (on-line)
December 25th - Christmas Day (office is closed)
Deacons will not meet in December

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
Tune in on Wednesday Mornings on Our Website
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Financial Report 10/31/2020
Envelope Offering for October 2020 was $21,721.00
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2020 is $24,430.76 per month

Per Capita:

Budget

Please send in yhour per capita for 2020
if you have not. It is $40.00 per church member.

% of Per Capita

Summary
Summary
Total Per Capita

Total Per Capita
$6,875
Total Income as of 10/31/2020
$3,550
$3,600
$6,875

Total Income as of 08/30/2020

Thank you for keeping up with your pledges for 2020.

52%

PLEDGE UPDATE
Thank you to all members who have kept their pledges current
during this unique period. Anyone who would like an update on
where they stand with their contributions may contact Beverly
Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at beamartyn@cox.net.
Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.

SERMONS FOR DECEMBER
December 6th
December 13th
December 20th
December 24th
December 27th

Pastor Sam Cultivating Peace
Pastor Sam Cultivating Joy
Pastor Sam Cultivating Love
Pastor Sam Good News
Cara Ann Maeda preaching

Isaiah 40:1-11
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
Isaiah 62:6-12, Luke 1:26-38
Isaiah 9:2-7, Luke 2:1-20
Isaiah 61:10-62:3, Luke 2:22-40

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have online weekly Bible studies to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/bible-study/

-4-

Faith Development and Nurture Committee

Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

from Cara Ann Maeda, Parish Associate

One of the many craft projects from November, a Tree of Thanks.

The Sunday School is doing
an Advent program. Supplies
will be picked up prior to the
first Sunday of Advent. The
weekly children’s sermons
will focus on the themes of
Hope, Peace, Joy and Love,
as week by week we light the
candles. Activities include a
large coloring poster, a scavenger hunt and a family scripture verse Advent calendar.
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Ever Wonder About ...

The Origins of Christmas?
By: David Helkenn

The number of stories about the origins of Christmas are boundless. Though the stories vary, some historical
oddities emerge:
- For the first three centuries, Christians did not celebrate Christmas.

- Puritans in England and New England made Christmas observances illegal.

- In Clement Clarke Moore’s “the Night Before Christmas,” St. Nick is a small elf.

- In 1939, Franklin Roosevelt changed the date of Thanksgiving to lengthen the Christmas shopping season.
- Coca-Cola helped fashion Santa’s modern look in an advertising campaign.
- The U.S. Congress regularly met on Christmas Day until 1855.

Many people living in the northern climes had to deal with the cold and dark – even when it was extreme. At
the risk of over simplifying, to cope with these negative realities, many cultures devised post harvest or midwinter festivals and customs such as Saturnalia (Roman) and Yule (Northern Europe.) Features of these festivals
included lights, social gatherings, drinking, feasting, gift sharing, and evergreen decorations as a way to uplift
the spirit. Sometimes these celebrations would carry on to excess.
The early Christians did not commemorate Christ’s birth because they generally followed the apologist Origin’s (circa 185-254) ideas that only pagans celebrated birthdays. “Good Christians” did not. The focus was on
the death and resurrection of Jesus and the death of martyrs that kept the nativity out of the main stream. It was
the date of a martyr’s death that became the feast day, not the birthday. In the early Christian observances, one’s
birth was simply not that socially significant. It wouldn’t be until the Council of Tours in 567, that December
25th would be set as the birth of Jesus.
One would have to wait about 300 years after the birth of Jesus before the spread of Christianity northward
would include adapting many of the mid-winter customs like the Roman Saturnalia, celebrated for 3-7 days
starting on December 17. The inclusion of evergreen branches or plants eventually evolved into full blown
decorated Christmas trees. Singing was always popular when dealing with the dark days of winter, so it seems
natural to have people create songs with the nativity as the theme. It seems that the real sixth century person, St.
Nickolas served as a loose template for the modern Santa Claus.
The historical secular cultural expressions in these mid-winter festivals strongly influenced the forms and
customs of our modern Christmas. The scriptures – not so much. In fact, only Matthew and Luke contain a birth
narrative. Many modern features, e.g., three kings, a stable, donkey, Santa, and others do not appear in these
Gospels. So, do not stress over having a “real Christmas.” The culturally shaped traditions and customs about
His birth vary widely across time and place. There simply was no “real Christmas.” If you want to approximate
the nativity, focus on observing the child’s teachings and examples. Celebrate with joy, love, peace, and hope.
From: Bruce David Forbes, Christmas: A Candid History Copyright 2007 by the Regents of the University of California
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God Sent Us
A Saviour

If our greatest need had been information,
God would have sent us an educator.
If our greatest need had been technology,
God would have sent us a scientist.
If our greatest need had been money,
God would have sent us an economist.
If our greatest need had been pleasure,
God would have sent us an entertainer.
But our greatest need was forgiveness,
so God sent us a Saviour.
--Author unknown

DRIVE-IN CONCERT OF CHRISTMAS MUSIC
Craig Wilson, banjo & guitar
Martha Jeanne Shaver, flute
Judy Kennedy, piano
Mary-Margaret Allen, handbells
Kathy Hays, handbells
String Quartet
Joe Rodriguez, keyboard
Pastor Sam, scripture reading

Faith Presbyterian
resbyterianCChurCh
hurCh
PARKING
ARKING LOT
P
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sunday - deCember
eCember20
20th
th--3:00
3:00Pm
Pm
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By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, you
honor God’s gift of Jesus Christ by providing assistance to current and retired church
workers in their time of need and developing
our future leaders at Presbyterian-related
schools and colleges equipping communities
of color.
Send your Christmas Joy offering no later
than December 20, 2020. Thank you for your
gift!!
If you need more information, please go to
https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/
christmas-joy/

Sanctuary Flowers for 2021

Christmas Poinsettias

2021 is almost here! And
won't we all be glad? The
flower chart for sanctuary
flowers is now available
and waiting for signups.
Do you have a certain
someone to honor on their
birthday or the anniversary
of their death? A wedding
anniversary? In order to
reserve that special date,
please call Nancy Flynn at
619-813-7063, or email her
at esch46@hotmail.com.
Now is the time to do it,
while there is still a lot of
flexibility in the calendar.
There are already a couple
of dates reserved, so don't
wait too long!
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It’s time to order poinsettias so we can decorate the
sanctuary for the Sunday
before Christmas! They’re
just $11 this year from Jeff
Ousley at Aztec Flower
Market and will be available for you to pick up to
take home Thursday after
the Christmas Eve service.
Call or email the church
office with your order by
Thursday, December 10th
(subject to change – stand
by!). And who knows? It’s
always possible that we may
be celebrating Christmas as
a church family in our own
sanctuary again by then!
We can always hope and
pray for that!

A Book Study with
I’m Still Here
Austin Channing Brown, author
During December, we are continuing our book study with the book, I’m Still
Here: Black Dignity in a World Made for Whiteness by Austin Channing Brown.
We gather on zoom each Tuesday evening at 7pm. You are responsible for acquiring the book. However, if the cost of the book is prohibitive, you may email the church office, office@fpsd.org.
From the cover: “In a time when nearly all institutions (schools, churches, universities, businesses)
claim to value diversity in their mission statements, I’m Still Here is a powerful account of how and
why our actions so often fall short of our words. Austin writes in breathtaking detail about her journey to self-worth and the pitfalls that kill our attempts at racial justice, in stories that bear witness to
the complexity of America’s social fabric - from Black Cleveland neighborhoods to private schools in
the middle-class suburbs, from prison walls to the boardrooms at majority-white organizations.”

Matthew 25:31–46 calls all of us to actively engage in the world around us, so our faith comes alive
and we wake up to new possibilities. Convicted by this passage, both the 222nd and 223rd General
Assemblies (2016 and 2018) exhorted the PC(USA) to act boldly and compassionately to serve people
who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned or poor.
By accepting the Matthew 25 invitation, we are on a journey of becoming a more relevant presence
in the world. We recognize Christ’s urgent call to be a church of action, where God’s love, justice, and
mercy shine forth and are contagious.
We aim to help multiply this loving commitment to radical and fearless discipleship by partnering
with Mid Councils and congregations to help them embrace one or more of these three focuses:
· Building congregational vitality by challenging people and congregations to deepen their
faith and get actively and joyfully engaged with their community and the world.
· Dismantling structural racism by advocating and acting to break down the systems,
practices and thinking that underlie discrimination, bias, prejudice and oppression of people
of color.
· Eradicating systemic poverty by working to change laws, policies, plans and structures in
our society that perpetuate economic exploitation of people who are poor.
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UPDATE
ON
CAMPUS
CLOSURE

Since San Diego County has moved to the purple tier with the most restrictive public health guidelines, we are continuing to support the congregation and to engage the community with an array of online offerings – worship, fellowship, Bible studies, book studies, and at-home Sunday school materials.
The elders and deacons of this church have done remarkable work in supporting one another, the
members and friends of this church, and the surrounding community. In some areas, such as the children and family ministries, we have actually witnessed a significant increase in engagement.
The church’s task force has also been weighing options for members of the church to benefit from
in-person experiences in low-risk environments.
Serve as liturgist for worship service recordings on Saturday mornings at 9am.
When we are out of the purple tier, attendance at in-person worship service recordings on
Saturday mornings at 9am will resume. Up to six people may sign up for this each week.
A drive-in Christmas concert is scheduled for December 20th at 3pm. Everyone will stay in their cars.
Our music director, Joe Rodriguez, and other musicians will offer an instrumental Christmas music program. Church members will sign up in order for us to gauge how to arrange the parking lot.
To sign up for the above in-person opportunities, you need to contact the church office.
***Note: for in-person opportunities, all health guidelines – masks at all times, temperature checks
upon arrival, social distancing throughout – will be followed by all individuals attending in order to support the wellness and confidence of those present.
Regarding in-person events at Faith, although we intend to make these in-person events as safe as
feasible, nonetheless, we are in the midst of a pandemic and persons in high risk categories should
take into account the small but unavoidable risk of exposure.
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

DEC

17

