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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

The Word Became Flesh

Physical touch has been scarce in the past year.
The rarity of physical touch – of handshakes and
hugs and kisses – has served as a vivid reminder of
how powerful touch is for communicating so many
things, including love.
The Dutch priest, Henri Nouwen, observed,
“Touch, yes, touch, speaks the wordless words of
love. We receive so much touch when we are babies
and so little when we are adults. Still, in friendship,
touch often gives more life than words. A friend’s
hand stroking our back, a friend’s arms resting on
our shoulder, “Touch, yes, a friend’s fingers wiping
away our tears, a friend’s lips kissing our forehead
– these bring true consolation. These moments of
touch are truly sacred. They restore, they reconcile,
they reassure, they forgive, they heal.”
Beginning in January and continuing through Easter, we will read the Gospel of John together during
worship each week. The Gospel of John’s prologue
begins with the iconic words, “In the beginning was
the Word” and continues with “And the Word became flesh and lived among us.”
God reaches beyond the boundaries of divine and
human and joins us in our lived experiences. This is
the truth of the incarnation. The God who loves this
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world passionately became flesh to convey
love in a way only words never could.
Nouwen reflected, “Everyone who touched
Jesus and everyone whom Jesus touched were
healed. God’s love and power went out from
him. When a friend touches us with free, nonpossessive love, it is God’s incarnate love that
touches us and God’s power that heals us.”
As we read the Gospel of John together, we
will find that Jesus often transgresses boundaries of gender, status, religion, politics, ethnicity, and culture in order to express abiding
love. Ours is a border-transgressing God.
This is good news for us, especially in a year
when we have often felt lonely, isolated, and
anxious over the future. In such a year, God’s
love holds us and sustains us through the darkness and separation.
As we begin a new year, navigating the coming months of pandemic and the deployment
of multiple vaccines, may we bask in the love
of God and may we find it to be true that the
“light shines in the darkness and the darkness
does not overcome it.”
Grace and peace,
Sam

And the Word became flesh and
lived among us, and we have seen his
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son,
full of grace and truth.
From 1:14 (NRSV)

Happy New Year
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No In-person Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups
Until Further Notice

Sanctuary Flowers for 2021

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

At last, 2021 is here and we are all glad.
The flower chart for sanctuary flowers is
now available and waiting for signups. Do
you have a certain someone to honor on
their birthday or the anniversary of their
death? A wedding anniversary? In order
to reserve that special date, please call
Nancy Flynn at 619-813-7063, or email her at
esch46@hotmail.com. Now is the time to
do it, while there is still a lot of flexibility in
the calendar. There are already a couple of
dates reserved, so don't wait too long!

Until the church campus reopens

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling. Please
contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email at
esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for her to
meet you in the church parking lot. Please wear a mask
and practice social distancing when you transfer the bags
from your vehicle to hers.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color,
white, gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities.
We share a common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education,
and excellence in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us
as we grow in faith, with the triune God as our best expression.

-2-

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Kathy Hays - 10th
Dora McCann - 10th
Loren Fluke - 23rd
Susan Gonzales - 24th
Lois Gage - 25th
Esther Codington - 26th
Flower Harvey - 27th
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If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

DEATHS

Barb Shive
Passed away on July 11th
Lola Wilson
Passed away on November 28th
She was an active member since the 1950’s.
Richard Seward
Passed away on December 15th
He was a member of our choir since the
beginning of Faith Presbyterian Church.

Loren
Fluke
Turns 101
January 23rd
Loren is our
oldest member

UPDATE ON CAMPUS
CLOSURE

SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 9

DATES TO REMEMBER

NO ACTIVITIES IN-PERSON UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
January 1st - New Years Day (office is closed)
January 20th - Session Meeting - 7:00pm (ZOOM)
January 21st - Newsletter Deadline
Deacons will not meet in January

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
Tune in on Wednesday Mornings on Our Website
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Financial Report 11/30/2020
Envelope Offering for November 2020 was $31,494.95
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2020 is $21,721.00 per month

Per Capita:

Budget

2021 Per Capita will be $40.00
(per Church member)

% of Per Capita

Summary
Total Per Capita
$6,875
11/30/20
$3,640

Thank you for keeping up with your pledges for 2020.

53%

PLEDGE UPDATE
Thank you to all members who have kept their pledges current
during this unique period. Anyone who would like an update on
where they stand with their contributions may contact Beverly
Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at beamartyn@cox.net.
Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.

SERMONS FOR JANUARY
January 3rd
January 10th
January 17th
January 24th
January 31st

Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Cara Ann Maeda
Pastor Sam

The Gifts We Give
One of Us
For the Humble
Deeper Conversations
With the Outsider

Isaiah 60:1-6
John 1:1-18
John 2:1-12, 13-25
John 3:1-22
John 4:1-15

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have online weekly Bible studies to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/bible-study/
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Faith Development and Nurture Committee

Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

from Cara Ann Maeda, Parish Associate

Happy New Year! Before we
leave this past year, take a
look at what our children and
families have been doing the
last couple of months! We
had Thanksgiving crafts and
special activities throughout
Advent. Each family received
an Advent bag filled with
weekly crafts that reinforced
the four themes, along with
a family devotional box
with daily scripture cards. A
special thank you to Jill Gustafson and FDN for creating
these bags!

In the new year, the families will receive at-home materials after a two-week break, during which
there will also be a break of Sermon on the Steps online messages. Starting January 17th, we will
start a new series on the “I Am” statements of Jesus, according to the Gospel of John.
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CPP Staff have enrolled in a monthly
training session with the Boston Area
Reggio Inspired Network titled, Envisioning
Justice: Anti-Bias Teaching in ReggioInspired Classrooms.
At College Park Preschool we seek guidance
to create an anti-bias learning environment
from the National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC).
NAEYC’s anti-bias philosophy is, “Early

College Park Preschool

childhood educators have deep faith in the
principle that all people deserve the
opportunities and resources to fulfill their
complete humanity. We have a unique role in

Dates to Remember

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

December 21 – January 1, 2021
Winter Break SCHOOL CLOSED
January 6 CPP Staff Meeting Day
January 18 MJK Holiday SCHOOL
CLOSED
January 21 &22 Pancakes and
Pajama Day
February 3 CPP Staff Meeting Day
February 12 – 15 Presidents Day
Holiday SCHOOL CLOSED
February 25 &26 Elk Vision Screening

making this principle real, in promoting all
children’s chances to thrive and to succeed
in school, in work, and in life. A basic
principle in early childhood work is that
when educators treat children as if they are
strong, intelligent, and kind, children are far
more likely to behave in strong, intelligent,
kind ways. They are more likely to learn and
thrive and succeed”.
With this guiding principle, we strive at CPP
to create learning environments that allow
all children feel welcome, included, and
grow to their fullest potential.

Notes from Nancy

Hello FPC Members,
This school year has been unique, largely
due to the impact that COVID-19. The CPP
Staff have been able to successfully adapt
to the new health and sanitation
requirements, as well as support children.
Although health remains our top priority,
we continue to look for learning
opportunities to support our students and
their families.

You can learn more about Anti Bias
Education at:
https://www.naeyc.org/resources/pubs/yc/
nov2019/embracing-anti-bias-education
Best regards,
Nancy McGeath
Director
College Park Preschool

In September, the teachers and I identified
a need for a better understanding of
inclusion and anti-bias education, as it
relates to an early childhood setting.
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A prayer of thanksgiving
for the COVID-19 vaccines
December 16, 2020 by Roger Gench

Merciful God, hear our prayers for a world that continues to grapple
with a relentless virus, and our gratitude for the light beginning to
emerge at the end of a long and deadly tunnel.
As vaccines are at last becoming available for COVID-19 and as people begin to be
inoculated around the globe, we give thanks for all whose tireless labors have
brought us to this day: technicians, scientists, medical personnel, biotech companies and government agencies that have worked together to find a cure that will
restore our communities to wholeness and health.
We pray that the reach of these vaccines will encompass the
world, especially those places where medical resources have far
too often been inadequate to the need — places where histories
of colonialism have left abiding scars and where underresourced
medical systems are overwhelmed by the essential work of caring
for those who have been infected.
We continue to pray for healthcare workers around the globe who are running ragged after months of high-risk essential work on the frontlines of
this pandemic. Grant them strength, endurance, wisdom and courage for
the living of these days. We pray for all who are desperately ill, for those
who grieve the loss of loved ones and for those whose physical, mental
and economic well-being have been most severely impacted by the havoc
wrought by the pandemic. Grant wisdom to all entrusted with civic leadership as they discern and negotiate just ways in which to aid those most
afflicted. Move our hearts to put partisanship aside for the common good,
so that safeguards against the coronavirus will not be ignored and that our
communities may be restored and revitalized.
Let us live in the Spirit of Christ for one another and for our world.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayers.
Amen.
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Please help our ministry restore lives by collecting for donation items from the list below:
Winter Hand Gloves (for Adults)
Winter scarves and beanie hats
Blankets, Sleeping Bags, and camping tents
Jackets (for Men, Women, and Children)
Men’s Pants/Sweats - Waist Sizes 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, etc.
Men’s Boxers, especially Waist Sized 28/30 and 32/34
Little Girls Clothing (3T, 4T, 5T)
Little Boys Clothing
Shoe Laces (for tennis shoes that we receive with no laces!)
Masks (cloth and disposable masks)
Donations can be dropped off through the alley from 8 am - 4 pm
If you have any questions, please email or contact me at your convenience.
One last item, if you know of anyone that would like to volunteer, please let me know
or provide them with my information. We need caseworkers, appointment setters,
and volunteers in the clothing room and pantry.
Thank you very much.
Blessings,
Rocio Gomez, Office Assistant
San Diego, 92102
Phone (619) 232-2753
Fax (619) 238-5211

New Day Urban Ministries
New Day Urban Ministries, previously known as Presbyterian Urban Ministry, is an ongoing mission and
outreach for Faith Presbyterian Church.
New Day restores lives by equipping those in need to
move forward with hope by providing essential services to the homeless, urban poor, veterans, and those
recently released from prison in a safe, home-like setting where people are treated with dignity, respect, and
compassion.
Together with the congregation, Faith’s Board of Deacons supports a coordinated outreach to the community
through a liaison with New Day. Throughout the year,
the Deacons gather items needed by New Day.
You can learn more about New Day by visiting their
website. http://newdayurbanministries.org
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A Book Study
Rainbow Theology: Bridging Race, Sexuality, and Spirit
By Patrick S. Cheng

Beginning in January, we will begin our next book study with Patrick Cheng’s book, Rainbow Theology:
Bridging Race, Sexuality, and Spirit.
We will gather on Zoom each Tuesday evening at 7pm beginning on January 5th. You will be responsible
for acquiring your copy of the book.
From the back cover: “In Rainbow Theology, Patrick Cheng does what no one else has done to date: he
systematically examines theological writings of [LGBTQIA+] people of color in order to reflect up the
theological significance of the intersections of race and queer sexuality across multiple ethnic and cultural groups. Cheng’s pioneering work is particularly important in light of the current polarizing debate of
issues of race, sexuality, and religion within churches and communities of faith around the world. Rainbow Theology is not simply descriptive, however, it is a trenchant work of constructive theology which
delineates the themes of multiplicity, middle spaces, and mediation as a way to open theological discourse for a broad readership of academics, clergy, and laity interested in this critical theological topic.”
The Rev. Dr. Patrick S. Cheng is the Associate Professor of Historical and Systematic Theology at Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge Massachusetts. He holds degrees from Union Theological Seminary,
Harvard Law School, and Yale College. Dr. Cheng is the author of the highly regarded Radical Love: An
Introduction to Queer Theology (2011) and From Sin to Amazing Grace: Discovering the Queer Christ (2012).

CAMPUS
CLOSURE
UPDATE
As San Diego County continues to strongly urge older adults and vulnerable populations to worship
online at home, we are continuing to support the congregation and to engage the community with
an array of online offerings – worship, fellowship, Bible studies, book studies, and at-home Sunday
school materials for children and families.
The elders and deacons of this church have done remarkable work in supporting one another, the
members and friends of this church, and the surrounding community.
As we navigate the coming months of pandemic and vaccine availability, the task force will continue
to monitor the situation and will keep the congregation updated of any changes to the current campus closure.
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CHURCH PARKING LOT

FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

JAN

21

