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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Seeing Christ in the Storm

As I have witnessed these past months of church
online at home and at a distance, I have come to
experience that our relationships are stronger than
any single ritual, even and especially amidst disruption. This is not to minimize the importance of our
rituals – of our gathering, singing, praying, reading,
and reflecting together in person. Our rituals and
rhythms connect us with God and with one another.
Yet, I have witnessed the resilience of our relationships when nearly everything familiar has rapidly
changed or seemed to evaporate.
This past year we have made manifold adjustments,
most notably refraining from gathering in person for
worship on Sunday mornings. Even still, in times
of joy and sorrow, this Faith family has shown up
for one another and for the surrounding community.
You have shown me what spiritual family can be. In
you, I see the spirit of Christ. For this, I am grateful.
On one occasion in the Gospel of John, the disciples of Jesus were in a boat at night in the middle
of a storm. We read, “It was now dark…The sea
became rough because a strong wind was blowing”
(John 6:17, 18). When they were likely on the verge
of losing hope and giving in to their fears, they see
who they believe to be Jesus approaching them, and
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he says to them, “It is I, do not be afraid” (John
6:20).
Often in the Bible, we witness stories of
people encountering messengers of God and
hearing “do not fear!” The Irish poet, Pádraig
Ó Tuama, says, “Do not only fear…It’s a fine
beginning, let courage be your moving.”
Throughout this past year, as I have witnessed each of you showing up for one another
in agile and compassionate ways, I have experienced reassurance that, yes, we will make it
through even this storm.
As we enter the season of Lent on Ash
Wednesday, February 17th, I invite you to take
some ash or soil and to make the mark of the
cross on your wrist or forehead. Let this ashen
cross remind you, “In life and in death, in body
and in soul, and through every storm, I belong
to God.”
While we do look forward to returning to the
rituals we cherish, our current time can also be
a period of reflection and spiritual deepening.
Times of wilderness and exile have often been
periods of spiritual deepening for many generations of people of faith before us. This Lent
can be a time to train our eyes to see Christ in
the storm.
May this season of Lent be a period of prayer,
reflection, and personal growth for each of us
and all of us together.
Grace and peace,
Sam

But he (Jesus) said to them,
“It is I; do not be afraid.”
From John 6:20 (NRSV)
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No In-person Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups
Until Further Notice

Sanctuary Flowers for 2021

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

At last, 2021 is here and we are all glad.
The flower chart for sanctuary flowers is
now available and waiting for signups. Do
you have a certain someone to honor on
their birthday or the anniversary of their
death? A wedding anniversary? In order
to reserve that special date, please call
Nancy Flynn at 619-813-7063, or email her at
esch46@hotmail.com. Now is the time to
do it, while there is still a lot of flexibility in
the calendar. There are already a couple of
dates reserved, so don't wait too long!

Until the church campus reopens

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling. Please
contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email at
esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for her to
meet you in the church parking lot. Please wear a mask
and practice social distancing when you transfer the bags
from your vehicle to hers.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color,
white, gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities.
We share a common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education,
and excellence in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us
as we grow in faith, with the triune God as our best expression.
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

LeRoy Lafferty - 3rd
Helen Hoyle - 6th
Harold Martyn - 6th
Lou Castillo - 6th
Terry Powers - 7th
Ruth Morrison - 15th
Jean Bruha - 15th
Jill Gustafson - 21st
Monica Radcliffe - 27th
Elizabeth Van Boskirk - 27th
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If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

DEATHS

Jane Parsons
Passed away on January 7th

UPDATE ON CAMPUS
CLOSURE

SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 7

DATES TO REMEMBER

NO ACTIVITIES IN-PERSON UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
February 15th - Presidents’ Day (office is closed)
February 17th - Session Meeting - 7:00pm (ZOOM)
February 17th - Ash Wednesday
February 18th - Newsletter Deadline
Deacons will not meet in February
Church Office Hours during pandemic
Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
Tune in on Wednesday Mornings on Our Website
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Financial Report 12/31/2020
Envelope Offering for December 2020 was $23,083.81
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2020 is $21,721.00 per month

Per Capita:

Per Capita for 2020 was $40.00 per member
As of 12/31/2020 we have collected $3,640.00 of
Per Capita for 2020 (which is $6,874.60)

Budget
% of Per Capita

Summary
Total Per Capita
$6,875
Collected as of 12/31/2020
$3,640

Total Income for 2020 was		
Total Expenses for 2020 was		
Total Deficit for 2020 was			

$442,463
$444,052
($1,589)

53%

PER CAPITA for 2021 is $40.00 per member

PLEDGE UPDATE
Thank you to all members who have kept their pledges current
during this unique period. Anyone who would like an update on
where they stand with their contributions may contact Beverly
Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at beamartyn@cox.net.
Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.

SERMONS FOR FEBRUARY
February 7th
February 14th
February 17th
February 21st
February 28th

Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam

Walking
Sharing
Receiving (Ash Wednesday)
Welcoming
Seeing

John 5:1-18
John 6:1-15
John 6:16-21
John 7:10-24, 37-39
John 9:1-12

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have online weekly Bible studies to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/bible-study/
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Faith Development and Nurture Committee

Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

from Cara Ann Maeda, Parish Associate
This past month we started a new series called,
“Meeting Jesus” for the families to participate in.
This series will go through the “I Am” statements of
Jesus in the book of John. Kits were dropped off to
19 families with at-home activities that correspond
with the Sermon on the Steps weekly videos. We
currently have 30 children participating!

“I am the bread of life”
fresh baked bread.

Pictures of the children’s creations
from this series: Decorated folders,
a luminary (Jesus is the light of the
world), and a spinning wheel of the
“I Am” statements.

Thank you to the FDN committee for creating the kits and delivering it to the families!
Your work is greatly appreciated!
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Email: A Letter
From: Dave Riggs (dave_riggs@sil.org)
To: Faith Presbyterian Church
About: The Amatlan Zapotec Outreach Team
Dear Friends at Faith,
Thank you so much for your support of us and our ministry of Bible translation. We really appreciate it!
I asked Chucho to write up a bit about how God’s Word in Zapotec is bearing fruit. What he wrote is a bit long,
but I’ve decided to include it all here.
January 19, 2021
Amatlan Zapotec Project
Beloved brothers and sisters, may God bless your lives greatly.
I want to briefly tell you about what the translation of God’s Word is doing in the lives of the believers
and in the entire community.
At our church we always preach in Zapotec, and for me it is an amazing blessing to have the translation of God’s Word in my language. Why? It is because it is so much more understandable for the older
people who don’t speak Spanish and to the children who likewise don’t speak Spanish. We are teaching
them verses in Zapotec.
We are also ministering to the children in the community through the Compassion International project.
They are excited to learn verses from the Bible in Zapotec and they now are learning verses from Psalms
that are taken from the coloring book we’ve published. We’ve given prizes to those who have memorized
verses from the Psalms. But the Pandemic has affected this and many didn’t finish the coloring book
because we’ve had to cancel the activities we do in this project.
We’ve been reading the translation to various people from the community at large. The translation has
been very clear to them. Antonio and his sisters have started attending church because of this outreach.
We also read to Victor Mateo. He is now sharing his testimony of what the Lord has done to him in
changing his life. He was lost in alcoholism.
An old believer, Sixto Garcia died January 17, 2021. The words he spoke to me in his last days really encouraged me to continue in the translation of God’s Word. He said how much more he understood what
God was saying to him in 2nd Timothy 1:12 because of the translation.
…I’m suffering now because of all of this. But I’m not embarrassed because I know in whom I
trust, and I really know that he is able to take care of me very well in the things he has given me
to do, until he returns.
This is what I have to say briefly about what the translation is doing in our community.
The Zapotec Translation Team
Thank you for your involvement in this important work!
Dave
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CAMPUS
CLOSURE
UPDATE
As San Diego County continues to strongly urge older adults and vulnerable populations to worship online
at home, we are continuing to support the congregation and to engage the community with an array of
weekly online offerings:
Worship services on YouTube
Fellowship on Zoom
Book studies on Zoom
Bible studies on YouTube
At-home Sunday school materials for children and families.
A big thank you to the elders, deacons, and committees of this church for their remarkable leadership in
supporting one another, the members and friends of this church, and the surrounding community.

As we navigate the coming months of pandemic and vaccine availability, the task force will continue to
monitor the situation and will keep the congregation updated of any changes to the current campus closure.

Some good news is that members and friends of Faith are beginning to receive their first and
second doses of the Covid vaccine. This will be a process, but even still, it is a good sign. We will
finally cross the finish line and emerge from this pandemic together.

New Day Urban Minstries continues their
Food Distribution
every fourth Wednesday of the month.
Please help them with missing items
that the food bags need.
The list is below:
Canned fruit
Canned beans
Canned mixed vegetables
Canned spaghetti sauce
Spaghetti
Any type of pasta
Mac & Cheese

Donations can be dropped off through the alley from 8 am - 4 pm.
If you have any questions, please email or contact New Day Urban Ministries
at your convenience.
2459 Market Street - San Diego, CA 92102 - 619-232-2753
info@newdayurbanministries.org
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Thank You
Thank you to all of those people who helped plan and set up, participated in and then
cleaned up after the Christmas Concert in the Parking Lot on Dec. 20----a big thank you!
This has been a challenging Advent season, and most of us have had to settle for radio,
TV or computer to get our dose of Christmas music in. But for those of us who made it to
the parking lot that day, it really was special to be able to enjoy live music and see so many
familiar faces. We know it was a lot of work but we want you to know we really appreciate
the effort you put into helping brighten the season.
Thanks again and Happy New Year----may 2021 be an improvement!!!
						
Friends and Members of Faith Presbyterian Church

Prayer Chain
We, the members and friends of Faith PC, pray for one another in these very trying times.
The church office uses email to notify us when there is a prayer request. Generally, the
notices reach many, but not all of us. Some do not have email and so are unaware of the
prayer request. In this situation, members of the Deacon’s Prayer Chain will call those willing to pray for others. So, if you know anyone who does not use email but still would like to
participate as a member of the Prayer Chain, contact David Helkenn or Sharon Cameron so
that their name and number can be added to the Prayer Chain roster.
						
Thank you. David Helkenn

Church Telephone Directory Update
It is time to update our telephone directory. Please fill out our 2021 Information Sheet and
send it to the church office on or before February 18th by regular mail or by e-mail. Also,
please let us know if you would like to be included in our e-mail list for general updates,
newsletter, worship, Bible study, and Prayer Chain by checking the appropriate boxes. If
you are getting our newsletter by mail, please look for the 2021 Information Sheet as an insert. If you are getting our newsletter electronically, please follow the link provided in the
e-mail or if you prefer not to enter your information online, you may fill out the attached
pdf file. Thank you for your help in keeping our directory accurate.
Here is the link for Google form for this contact form:
https://forms.gle/uGG8u38tSn6Bhf7bA

Coming Next Month
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING
Watch for details in your March Newsletter
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A Book Study
Rainbow Theology: Bridging Race, Sexuality, and Spirit
By Patrick S. Cheng

We are continuing our book study with Patrick Cheng’s book, Rainbow Theology: Bridging Race, Sexuality,
and Spirit.
We gather on Zoom each Tuesday evening at 7pm. You will be responsible for acquiring your copy
of the book.
From the back cover: “In Rainbow Theology, Patrick Cheng does what no one else has done to date: he
systematically examines theological writings of [LGBTQIA+] people of color in order to reflect up the
theological significance of the intersections of race and queer sexuality across multiple ethnic and cultural groups. Cheng’s pioneering work is particularly important in light of the current polarizing debate of
issues of race, sexuality, and religion within churches and communities of faith around the world. Rainbow Theology is not simply descriptive, however, it is a trenchant work of constructive theology which
delineates the themes of multiplicity, middle spaces, and mediation as a way to open theological discourse for a broad readership of academics, clergy, and laity interested in this critical theological topic.”
The Rev. Dr. Patrick S. Cheng is the Associate Professor of Historical and Systematic Theology at Episcopal Divinity School in Cambridge Massachusetts. He holds degrees from Union Theological Seminary,
Harvard Law School, and Yale College. Dr. Cheng is the author of the highly regarded Radical Love: An
Introduction to Queer Theology (2011) and From Sin to Amazing Grace: Discovering the Queer Christ (2012).
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THE MAEDA
FAMILY IS
EXPECTING
A BABY BOY
IN JUNE!

From Our Zoom
Coffee Fellowship
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

FEB

18

