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From Pastor Sam

Sunrise

In many ways, the past year has felt like walking
through the valley of the shadow. There have been
many stones that have bruised our feet and many
sorrows that have bruised our hearts. We are carrying heavy burdens, and we have much to grieve.
In the words of T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land, we
have been traveling “where the sun beats, the dead
tree gives no shelter, and the dry stone no sound of
water.” We have been living through a season of
wilderness and separation.
The Gospel of John describes a touching moment
of surprise on the first Easter morning. While it was
still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb where
Jesus’ body had been placed. She went to the tomb
tired and sad. Her dedication to the one whom she
loved and lost carried her to the tomb that morning.
She thought she knew what to expect. Little did she
know what she would find and whom she would encounter.
As Mary wept at the tomb, she encounters Jesus,
though she does not recognize him and believes he
is the gardener. It is as if her eyes only see what she
expects to be there. I think her initial lack of recognition is instructive for us.
As we approach sunrise individually and as a comAPRIL 2021
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munity, as we anticipate emerging from a pandemic, we may think we know what to expect.
We may find some things that disappoint us,
that cause us to grieve. We have lost friends
and shared time together.
We may also come to find what we never
thought to hope for, and at first, we may not
recognize the new thing that God is doing
among us. We may be surprised. Our hearts
may be touched in ways that bring a sense of
new life and expectancy.
The prophet Malachi envisioned a day “when
the sun of righteousness will rise with healing
in its wings” (Malachi 4:2). We need the sun of
righteousness to cast light on shadowy areas,
and we need healing in wounded areas. When
the sun rises after this long year, let it be truly
a new day in our hearts, lives, and community. Let us embrace the new needs and the new
possibilities that approach us this year.
May this year be full of beautiful, spirit-filled
surprises.
Grace and peace,
Sam
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EASTER SUNDAY DRIVE-IN SERVICE - PAGE #10

“But for you who revere my name the sun
of righteousness shall rise, with healing in
its wings.”
from Malachi 4:2 (NSRV)
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No In-person Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups
Until Further Notice

Sanctuary Flowers for 2021

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

The flower chart for sanctuary flowers is
now available and waiting for signups. Do
you have a certain someone to honor on
their birthday or the anniversary of their
death? A wedding anniversary? In order
to reserve that special date, please call
Nancy Flynn at 619-813-7063, or email her at
esch46@hotmail.com. Now is the time to
do it, while there is still a lot of flexibility in
the calendar. There are already a couple of
dates reserved, so don't wait too long!

Until the church campus reopens

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling. Please
contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email at
esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for her to
meet you in the church parking lot. Please wear a mask
and practice social distancing when you transfer the bags
from your vehicle to hers.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color,
white, gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities.
We share a common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education,
and excellence in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us
as we grow in faith, with the triune God as our best expression.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS

Jason Lafferty - 12t
Cynthia Hatfield - 2nd
Briana Bashaw-Wood - 3rd
Ryan Lafferty - 7th
Sue Razzaia- 25th
Kevin Maeda - 28th
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If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

UPDATE ON CAMPUS
CLOSURE

SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 7

DATES TO REMEMBER

NO ACTIVITIES IN-PERSON UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
April 1st - Maundy Thursday (You Tube)
April 2nd - Good Friday (You Tube)
April 4th - Easter Sunday (Drive-In)
April 21st - Session Meeting - 7:00pm (ZOOM)
April 22nd - Newsletter Deadline
Deacons will not meet in April
Church Office Hours during pandemic
Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 1:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
Tune in on Wednesday Mornings on Our Website
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Financial Report 02/28/2021
Envelope Offering for February 2021 was $17,547.63
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2021 is $20,431.67 per month

Per Capita:

2021 Per Capita Assessment is $6,545.44
Please pay your Per Capita! ($40.00 per member)

Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.
PLEDGE UPDATE
Thank you to all members who have kept their pledges current
during this unique period. Anyone who would like an update on
where they stand with their contributions may contact Beverly
Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at beamartyn@cox.net.

April 1st
April 2nd
April 4th
April 11th
April 18th
April 25th

Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam

SERMONS FOR APRIL

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
The Voice of Life (Easter Sunday)
The Voice of Peace
The Voice of Welcome
The Voice of Love

John 13:1-38
John 18:1 - 19:42
John 20:1-18
John 20:19-29
John 21:1-14
John 21:15-19

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have online weekly Bible studies to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/bible-study/
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Faith Development and Nurture Committee

Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

from Cara Ann Maeda, Parish Associate
At-home Sunday School kits continue to be dropped off to our families and the children focused on “Meeting Jesus,” learning the “I Am” statements of Jesus in the gospel of John. In April, the children will continue in the gospel of John, meeting the Easter Jesus. A special thank you to the Faith Development and
Nurture Committee for putting these bags together and delivering them! Also, a big thank you to those
who donated craft items and craft kits!
Some of the craft creations, including grapes painted
with Kool-Aid for a sweet-smelling picture!
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The children and
youth doing what they
love….

The Flower Cross
The Flower Cross will be back
at Faith Presbyterian for
Easter Sunday 2021!
This beloved symbol is known
for its natural beauty and
message of hope and rebirth.
Gifts of cut flowers are most
welcome. They can be dropped
off at church in Room 1
on Saturday, April 3rd
between 10:00 am + noon.
Please wear masks and practice
social distancing protocols.
photography by Flower Harvey

A New Baby Boy is on the Way
The Buelna Family (Parents: Andy and Kylie) is expecting a
baby boy! Baby Micah is due May 5th. If you are interested
in supporting the family with meals or through their baby
registry, please contact Cara Ann Maeda.
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CAMPUS
CLOSURE
UPDATE
As many of the Faith family have been and are continuing to receive their first and second doses
of the covid vaccine, we are preparing plans for what in-person worship will begin to look like.

Currently, a small group of six individuals are attending worship service recordings on Saturday
mornings at 9am. You can sign up for this by contacting the church office to select a particular
Saturday.

When we shift to Sunday mornings with an expanded number of people attending in person, we
will also continue to offer worship services online for those who wish to stay home at this time.

Please stay tuned and check your email for updates.

New Day Urban Minstries continues their
Food Distribution
every fourth Wednesday of the month.
Please help them with missing items
that the food bags need.
The list is below:
Canned fruit
Canned beans
Canned mixed vegetables
Canned spaghetti sauce
Spaghetti
Any type of pasta
Mac & Cheese

Donations can be dropped off through the alley from 8 am - 4 pm.
If you have any questions, please email or contact New Day Urban Ministries
at your convenience.
2459 Market Street - San Diego, CA 92102 - 619-232-2753
info@newdayurbanministries.org
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I will miss:

March 17, 2021 by Sam Codington

Pandemic journal sketches
of a pastor

I miss many things and many people
more than I can count, but
I will count.

The time a family of faith rose from
disruptions into acres of
compassion, broken and
blessed and given
without measure.

The smiles of saints, women with more memories
than I can imagine, sweetness and tenacity and
realism grown from years of
hard experience.

I will miss the long lonely
phone conversations, dwelling
in each word and silence between
each word.

Holding hands without fear, hugging with
awkwardness, kissing and smelling
the French perfume of a woman three times
my age as she saunters through the narthex.
Merci.

I will miss seeing
the ceilings of parishioners’ homes when
they positioned their cameras tilted too
high or at an awkward angle while we
chatted on our computer screens.

Even the time when the sound of my sermon
drowned under the echo of a woman clipping
her fingernails in
the back of the sanctuary.

I will miss those small
unexpected joys of stumbling and
learning together, new technologies,
the names of which we had never
heard before we were shuttered
in our homes.

Or the time a little girl tore off a piece of
communion bread nearly the size of her hand. It was
holy, a hilarious, joy-filled moment – let the children
come to me, our savior said.
In the early days, what feels like decades ago,
when the pandemic began, I foolishly thought
our rituals are stronger
than our relationships.

I will miss the voices and smiles
of those we lost without a proper
goodbye, without a gathering of
some sort. I will miss their understated
joy of singing, praying and
showing up, day after day.
I will miss who we were before
we lived through the valley of
the shadow of death. We were
younger then. We were less
experienced then. I will miss not
knowing what we know now.

I panicked. I didn’t know. Even still
I miss many things and many people
more than I can count, but
I will count.
On the surreal day, when we emerge from
hibernation, like bears after an ice age,
I will miss many things and many people,
when the world awakens from a long
shadow of death,
more than I can count, but
I will count.

I will miss many things and many
people. But now, now, now
is a time not for missing but
for looking forward, always
forward to the day when
we will look back and miss.
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A Book Study

NATIVE

Identity, Belonging, and Rediscovering God

By Kaitlin B. Curtice

We continue our book study with Kaitlin B. Curtice’s book, Native: Identity, Belonging, and Rediscovering
God on Tuesdays at 7pm on Zoom.
Here’s a link to a review of the next book study.
https://pres-outlook.org/2021/02/native-identity-belonging-and-rediscovering-god/
Kaitlin Curtice is a poet, author and public speaker.
As an enrolled citizen of the Potawatomi Nation and someone who has grown up in the Christian faith,
Kaitlin writes on the intersection of Indigenous spirituality, faith in everyday life, and decolonization
within the church.
Her new book “NATIVE: Identity, Belonging and Rediscovering God” is about identity, soul-searching,
and being on the never-ending journey of finding ourselves and finding God. As both a citizen of the
Potawatomi Nation and a Christian, Curtice offers a unique perspective on these topics. In this book, she
shows how reconnecting with her identity both informs and challenges her faith.
Her first book, Glory Happening: Finding the Divine in Everyday Places, was published with Paraclete
Press in 2017. It is a series of fifty essays and prayers focusing on finding the sacred in everyday life.
Kaitlin has contributed to OnBeing, Religion News Service, USA Today and Sojourners, among others, and was interviewed for the New Yorker on colonization within Christian missions. In 2018 she was
featured in a documentary with CBS called “Race, Religion and Resistance,” speaking on the dangers of
colonized Christianity, and was also named as one of Sojourners Magazine’s 10 Christian Women to Watch
in 2018.
Kaitlin travels around the country speaking on faith and justice within the church as it relates to indigenous peoples. She has been a featured speaker at Why Christian, Evolving Faith, The Revolutionary Love
Conference, The Festival of Faith and Writing, and more.

WE ARE A
MATTHEW 25 Church
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Sunday, April 4th at 11am
You are invited to this year’s drive-in Easter worship service in
the parking lot of Faith Presbyterian Church.
You simply drive into the church parking lot and turn on your
radio to enjoy the beautiful music and message of Easter.

Handbell Quartet - String Quartet - Flute
Trumpet - Keyboard
Sermon “The Voice of Life” by Pastor Sam
This service will also be available on Zoom to
watch live at home and on the church website to
watch a recording at home.
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH
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