FF
N
aith

amily
ews

Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Matthew 25

Beloved Community

As we begin to emerge more often into public
spaces and return to in-person worship on May 2nd,
we are all asking, “What comes next?” There are
many good responses to this question. At Faith, we
are saying, “Beloved community comes next!” We
are putting our hearts in one another’s hands, sharing life and offering responsibility for one another
and for the community.
This summer, we will be reflecting on beloved
community with a sermon series in 1 John in the
New Testament of the Bible, and each week, we
will showcase our children’s drawings reflecting on
beloved community and on the invitation to “love
one another because love is from God” (1 John 4:7).
In June 2020, we responded to the Presbyterian
Church (USA)’s invitation and became a Matthew
25 Church, attuning ourselves to “the least of these”
as Jesus says. The areas of focus for this initiative
are 1) building congregational vitality, 2) dismantling structural racism, and 3) eradicating systemic
poverty.
Over the past year, we have focused on dismanMAY 2021

tling structural racism, beginning first with
ourselves through weekly study groups and
sermons, raising the voices and stories of those
who have been silenced and marginalized as a
result of racism, both personal and structural.
In the coming year, we will continue to draw
together these three areas of focus with the
theme of beloved community, creating belonging where there is alienation, fostering intimacy where there is separation, and witnessing
the face of Christ in “the least of these” among
us. Building new partnerships, engaging the
stories of those who have been marginalized,
and addressing food insecurity will all be part
of how we live into the vision of Matthew 25.
The Presbyterian pastor, Fred Rogers, often carried with him a beautiful quote in his
pocket. It was a quote from Mary Lou Kownacki. On the piece of paper in Mr. Roger’s
pocket, the quote read, “There isn’t anyone
you couldn’t learn to love once you’ve heard
their story.”
As we return to in-person worship services,
this is a good opportunity to reconnect with
people you have not seen in a while. This
is also a good opportunity to tell stories of
this church. Share what you value about this
church with your friends and neighbors.
I trust the coming year will be filled with
meaning and beauty and deepening of relationships.
Grace and peace,
Sam

Beloved, let us love one another,
because love is from God;
everyone who loves is born of God
and knows God.
1 John 4:7 (NRSV)
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Sanctuary Flowers for 2021

No In-person Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups
Until Further Notice

Men’s Breakfast
Monday Mornings

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

Welcome back! The Flower Chart for 2021 is hanging
in the narthex, and awaiting your signups. In order to
accommodate the people who have already paid for
their flowers, the cost will be as follows: For arrangements through May and June, the cost will be $50. For
anything July and later, the cost will return to the $75
it was before the COVID-19 pandemic shut everything
down. If you wish, you can share a Sunday with someone else, and split the cost. Don't forget to fill out one
of the pink slips right next to the chart, so Lou knows
how you want the dedication to read. The Deacons are
now able to break the large bouquets down for distribution to the shut-ins, so be sure to let Lou know your
intentions there as well. Checks should be made out
to Faith Presbyterian Church Deacons. If you have any
questions about any of this, please feel free to call Nancy Flynn at 619-813-7063 or email esch46@hotmail.com.
Welcome home!

Until the church campus reopens

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling. Please
contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email at
esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for her to
meet you in the church parking lot. Please wear a mask
and practice social distancing when you transfer the bags
from your vehicle to hers.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color,
white, gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities.
We share a common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education,
and excellence in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us
as we grow in faith, with the triune God as our best expression.
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

Virginia Gengor - 2nd
Irene Elder - 3rd
Sam Codington - 5th
Penny Sartori - 6th
Janet Webb - 14th
Mason Lafferty - 15th
Jamye Talmich - 28th
Emily Maeda - 29th
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If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

UPDATE ON CAMPUS
CLOSURE

SEE DETAILS ON PAGE 7

DATES TO REMEMBER

May 2nd - The First Sunday In-person Worship Service - 9:30am
May 18th - Session Meeting - 7:00pm
May 19th - Newsletter Deadline
Deacons will not meet in May
Church Office Hours (starting May 3rd)
Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
LED BY PASTOR SAM
Tune in on Wednesday Mornings on Our Website
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Financial Report 03/31/2021
Envelope Offering for March 2021 was $41,458.18
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2021 is $20,431.67 per month

Per Capita:

Please pay your Per Capita, it is $40.00 per member.
2021 Per Capita Assessment is $6,545.44

Budget
% of Per Capita

PLEDGE UPDATE

Summary
Total Per Capita
$6,545

Thank you to all members who have kept their
pledges current during this unique period.
Anyone who would like an update on where
they stand with their contributions may contact
Beverly Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at
beamartyn@cox.net.

Collected as of 03/31/2021
$2,280

35%

Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.
Beloved Community
A Series in 1 John
May-July

We are all asking, “What comes next?” There are many good responses to this question. At Faith, we are saying,
“Beloved community comes next!” We are putting our hearts in one another’s hands, sharing life and offering responsibility for one another and for the community. “Beloved, let us love one another because love is from God!”

May 2nd
May 9th
May 16th
May 23rd
May 30th

Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam

SERMONS FOR MAY

Forming Community Around Shared Experiences
1 John 1:1-4
Pulling Back Curtains, Letting in Light
1 John 1:5-10
Healing the Whole World with Love
1 John 2:1-6
Stepping Out and Into Light (Pentecost Sunday)
1 John 2:7-11
Discovering What Matters (Trinity Sunday)
1 John 2:12-17

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have online weekly Bible studies to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/bible-study/
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Faith Development and Nurture Committee

Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

from Cara Ann Maeda, Parish Associate

Happy Easter! The children had many activities this past month in their at-home kits. Some of the children
also participated on Palm Sunday in the Sermon on the Steps video with pictures and videos. A special thank
you to the Faith Development and Nurture Committee for creating the at-home kits and dropping them off to
the families!
May will be the last month of distributing at-home kits. In June we plan to resume to a modified version of
Sunday School during the worship services.

-5-

Su

y
a
nd

aste
r

E
n
Drive-i

MEMORIES

-6-

CAMPUS
CLOSURE
UPDATE
On Sunday at 9:30am, May 2nd, in-person worship services will resume in the sanctuary.
On the week of May 17th, in-person meetings of small groups within Faith will resume, small
groups such as Bible study and hand bells. Small groups will need to contact the church office to
confirm meeting times and days.
Outside groups will resume in-person gatherings at a later time.
For all in-person gatherings on Faith’s campus, health guidelines will continue to be followed by
attendees and staff, such as wearing masks and social distancing.
From now on, worship services will continue to be made available on the church’s website.
http://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/#WorshipService

New Day Urban Minstries continues their
Food Distribution
every fourth Wednesday of the month.
Please help them with missing items
that the food bags need.
The list is below:
Canned fruit
Canned beans
Canned mixed vegetables
Canned spaghetti sauce
Spaghetti
Any type of pasta
Mac & Cheese

Donations can be dropped off through the alley from 8 am - 4 pm.
If you have any questions, please email or contact New Day Urban Ministries
at your convenience.
2459 Market Street - San Diego, CA 92102 - 619-232-2753
info@newdayurbanministries.org

-7-

prung
S
s
a
h
g
Sprin
sbyterian

e
at Faith Pr

st
o
c
e
t
n
Pe
ing
r
e
ff
O

PENTECOST SUNDAY -- MAY 23rd
This special offering helps our youth begin life with a strong start--a solid
foundation of faith formed from childhood through young adulthood.
Since the Pentecost Offering started in 1998, Presbyterians have raised
more than $15 million for ministries that benefit the younger members of
God’s family.
Our church’s Office of Special Offerings receives 60% of our donations.
Of this, the Young Adult Volunteer program receives 25%, Ministries
with Youth, ages 12-18, 25%, and Child Advocacy 10%.
Faith Church, through your Mission & Outreach Committee, will determine how the remaining 40% will be distributed locally.
Your support of the Pentecost Offering nurtures the faith of those who are
the church to come--children, youth, and young adults. If you are able to
contribute, please send a separate check to the Faith Church office payable to Faith Presbyterian Church with the notation Pentecost Offering
in the memo line. While this offering is usually received on Pentecost
Sunday, May 23rd, you may mail yours at any time during the month.
Thank you for your support.
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A Book Study

NATIVE

Identity, Belonging, and Rediscovering God

By Kaitlin B. Curtice

We continue our book study with Kaitlin B. Curtice’s book, Native: Identity, Belonging, and Rediscovering
God on Tuesdays at 7pm on Zoom.
Here’s a link to a review of the next book study.
https://pres-outlook.org/2021/02/native-identity-belonging-and-rediscovering-god/
Kaitlin Curtice is a poet, author and public speaker.
As an enrolled citizen of the Potawatomi Nation and someone who has grown up in the Christian faith,
Kaitlin writes on the intersection of Indigenous spirituality, faith in everyday life, and decolonization
within the church.
Her new book “NATIVE: Identity, Belonging and Rediscovering God” is about identity, soul-searching,
and being on the never-ending journey of finding ourselves and finding God. As both a citizen of the
Potawatomi Nation and a Christian, Curtice offers a unique perspective on these topics. In this book, she
shows how reconnecting with her identity both informs and challenges her faith.
Her first book, Glory Happening: Finding the Divine in Everyday Places, was published with Paraclete
Press in 2017. It is a series of fifty essays and prayers focusing on finding the sacred in everyday life.
Kaitlin has contributed to OnBeing, Religion News Service, USA Today and Sojourners, among others, and was interviewed for the New Yorker on colonization within Christian missions. In 2018 she was
featured in a documentary with CBS called “Race, Religion and Resistance,” speaking on the dangers of
colonized Christianity, and was also named as one of Sojourners Magazine’s 10 Christian Women to Watch
in 2018.
Kaitlin travels around the country speaking on faith and justice within the church as it relates to indigenous peoples. She has been a featured speaker at Why Christian, Evolving Faith, The Revolutionary Love
Conference, The Festival of Faith and Writing, and more.

First In-person Sunday Morning Worship
Date: May 2nd at 9:30am.
details on page 7
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The
Harveys
Donate
Homegrown
Citrus
Fruit
and
Avocados
to
Charitable
Organizations

WE ARE A
MATTHEW 25 Church

There was 80 pounds of assorted citrus and avocados
that went to the Salvation
Army in Escondido, 70 lbs that
went to Agape House. Chris
and Martha drove up here to
retrieve another 100 lbs that
they distributed to 2 other
charitable organizations.
Flower took all the pictures
of Howard working; however,
she did finally put down the
camera long enough to help
with the picking.

‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodial/Maintenance Worker: Roger Moses
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

MAY

20

