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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Dwelling in Love

In recent weeks, I have been telling stories from
my life much more than usual, particularly stories
from my childhood and college years. I have had a
reason for this. As we reflect on pursuing and cultivating beloved community, I hope each of us may
begin to notice the ways in which God’s love permeates our ordinary day-to-day lives. Sin and forgiveness and grace, disappointment and anxiety and
healing, faith and hope and love are all there in the
ordinary moments of our daily lives.
We have been reading the New Testament letter
of 1 John, and we have been reading 1 John through
the lens of beloved community. In it, we read, “Beloved, let us love one another, because love is from
God; everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God” (1 John 4:7).
The New England pastor of the 18th century, Jonathan Edwards, wrote, “[God] is an infinite…an inexhaustible fountain of love.” There is no beginning
or ending to God’s love.
This unending love that comes from God meets in
the day, every day. This love that comes from God
is our dwelling place, a shelter in the storm, a passion that raises us into courage, and a long table of
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hospitality overflowing with nourishing food.
This unending love may often meet us unexpectedly in the simplest of moments.
The Presbyterian pastor, Frederick Buechner, said, “Listen to your life,” and he continued, “See it for the fathomless mystery that it
is. In the boredom and pain of it no less than
in the excitement and gladness: touch, taste,
smell your way to the holy and hidden heart of
it because in the last analysis all moments are
key moments, and life itself is grace.”
Buechner also explained, “I think various
things can make us fleetingly aware of [God’s]
presence – a work of art, beauty, sometimes
sorrow or joy, sometimes just the quality of
a moment that apparently has nothing special about it at all like the sound of water over
stones in a stream or sitting alone with your
feet up at the end of a hard day.”
“Listen to your life” is good guidance for us to
follow in coming weeks and months as we develop new rhythms and reconnect with friends
and family. Notice the simple moments, like
cultivating tomato plants or picking avocados.
Share the simple moments with those around
you. Savor the love of God meeting you in the
birdsong and the children’s laughter and the
salty ocean breeze.
God is our dwelling place, and that dwelling
place is love shared day by day.
Grace and peace,
Sam
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Current In-person
Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups

Sanctuary
Flowers
for 2021

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday

July 13th & 27th
FPC, Library at 7:00pm

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings
FPC, Room #2
10:30am - 11:30am

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month
July 8th
FPC, Room #3 at 10:30am

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
July 17th
FPC, Library at 6:30pm

The Flower Chart for 2021 is hanging in the
narthex, and awaiting your signups. The current cost is $75. If you wish, you can share a
Sunday with someone else, and split the cost.
Don't forget to fill out one of the pink slips
right next to the chart, so Lou knows how you
want the dedication to read. The Deacons
break the large bouquets down for distribution to the shut-ins, so be sure to let Lou know
your intentions there as well. Checks should
be made out to Faith Presbyterian Church
Deacons. If you have any questions about any
of this, please feel free to call Nancy Flynn at
619-813-7063 or email esch46@hotmail.com.

Now that the church campus is open
The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling. Please
contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email at
esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for her to
meet you in the church parking lot. Please wear a mask
and practice social distancing when you transfer the bags
from your vehicle to hers.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color,
white, gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities.
We share a common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education,
and excellence in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us
as we grow in faith, with the triune God as our best expression.
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Jack Shelver - 3rd
Greyson Baker - 3rd
Stacy Volkert - 5th
Peter Way - 11th
Marilyn Helken - 13th
Kim Wehmeyer - 19th
George Crownhart - 26th
Ezra Codington - 28th
Emily Maeda - 28th

Joyous News!

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

Announcing
The Arrivals Of

DEATHS

David Martin
David, charter member of Faith, died
Saturday, June 12th, at his home in
Oregon of liver cancer.

Brooklyn Taylor Lafferty

Born May 24th, 2021
Parents: Laura Talbott and Ryan Lafferty
Grandparents: Judy and LeRoy Lafferty

Amelia Susana Lafferty

Born June 4th, 2021
Parents: Rosemary and Aaron Lafferty
Grandparents: Judy and LeRoy Lafferty

Malakai Maeda

Born June 14th, 2021
Parents: Cara Ann and Kevin Maeda
Big sisters: Grace and Emily

Brooklyn

Malakai
Amelia

DATES TO REMEMBER

July 5th - Office is Closed (for Independence Day)
July 10th - Work Party at the Church
July 11th - Deacons’ Meeting
July 22nd - Newsletter Deadline
August 3rd, 4th, & 5th - Vacation Bible School
Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday 9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays

Come

TRY OUR WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
10:30am in Room #2
LED BY PASTOR SAM
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Financial Report 05/31/2021
Envelope Offering for May 2021 was $22,065.64
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2021 is $20,431.67 per month

Per Capita:
Please pay your Per Capita. It is $40.00 per member.
2021 Per Capita Assessment is $6,545.44

Budget
% of Per Capita

PLEDGE UPDATE

Summary
Total Per Capita
$6,545

Thank you to all members who have kept their
pledges current during this unique period.
Anyone who would like an update on where
they stand with their contributions may contact
Beverly Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at
beamartyn@cox.net.

Collected as of 05/31/2021
$2,730

42%

Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.
Beloved Community
A Series in 1 John
May-July

We are all asking, “What comes next?” There are many good responses to this question. At Faith, we are saying,
“Beloved community comes next!” We are putting our hearts in one another’s hands, sharing life and offering responsibility for one another and for the community. “Beloved, let us love one another because love is from God!”

July 4th
July 11th
July 18th
July 25th

Pastor Sam
Pastor Sam
Guest Preacher
Guest Preacher

SERMONS FOR JULY

Growing in Love
Dwelling in Love
Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker
Frances Lin, Stated Clerk of the Presbytery

1 John 4:7-12
1 John 4:13-21

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have weekly in-person Bible studies to help grow your faith
The Bible study with Pastor Sam is on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am in Room #2.
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When
This
Is
Over
by

Laura
Kelly

When this is over,
may we never again
take for granted
A handshake with a stranger
Full shelves at the store
Conversations with neighbors
A crowded theatre
Friday night out
The taste of communion
A routine checkup
The school rush each morning
Coffee with a friend
The stadium roaring
Each deep breath
A boring Tuesday
Life itself.

Fanucci

When this ends,
may we find
that we have become
more like the people
we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay
that way-better
for each other
because of the worst.

Laura Kelly Fanucci
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The Choir Returns in September
The Handbell Ensemble is Already Back

First Choir Rehearsal Thursday Evening, September 9th at 7:00pm
First Sunday in Worship, September 12th, Warmup at 8:45am
The Handbell Ensemble Rehearses on Thursday Evenings at 6:30pm
If you have ever thought about singing with us, September would be a good
time to give it a try. Besides our regular Sunday music, we will begin working on
our Christmas music. We need sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses.
Since I am promoting the choir, I might as well mention that we need a couple
more handbell ringers in our handbell ensemble.

If you are interested in either choir, please contact me. I will be happy to
talk with you about it.
Joe Rodriguez, Director of Music Ministry
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Faith Development and Nurture Committee

Children -Youth - Family
ministries

NEWS

From Cara Ann Maeda, Parish Associate
Sunday School in July

We have resumed in-person learning! On Sunday mornings, the children will gather in the Faith
Family Center for a lesson and activity. The children can be dropped off before the worship service
begins, starting at 9:20am. They will stay together until the worship service ends. All ages will be
together, from potty-trained 3-year-olds to 12-year-olds. Masks will be required and the children
will be placed at a safe distance apart. The children will be dropped off and picked up directly
from Sunday School which means there will be no Sermon on the Steps or dismissal of the children
during the worship service (for now). For any questions or concerns, please contact Jill Gustafson.

VBS Volunteers Still Needed

If you are interested or have interest in being a volunteer helper for our Vacation Bible School,
please contact Jill Gustafson.
New Day Urban Minstries continues their
Food Distribution
every fourth Wednesday of the month.
Please help them with missing items
that the food bags need.
The list is below:
Canned fruit
Canned beans
Canned mixed vegetables
Canned spaghetti sauce
Spaghetti
Any type of pasta
Mac & Cheese

Donations can be dropped off through the alley from 8 am - 4 pm.
If you have any questions, please email or contact New Day Urban Ministries
at your convenience.
2459 Market Street - San Diego, CA 92102 - 619-232-2753
info@newdayurbanministries.org
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VBS Information & News
Celebrating God’s Family
Faith Presbyterian Church VBS 2021
Belong ~ Participate ~ Appreciate

Tuesday, August 3rd – Thursday, August 5th
9am to 11am
This FREE event is open to potty-trained children
ages 3 years old through 12 years old
Registration form link: https://forms.gle/Aoweywfajye8Qunf8
Registration closes Sunday, July 18th
Each day the children will learn a story of faith and engage in age-appropriate
crafts and activities. A pre-packaged snack and water will be provided.
Communications will be sent out to registered participants closer to the event
with further details.
Additional Information ~ Safety is very important and necessary precautions will be taken:
• Face masks will be required for all participants and staff.
• Children will stay only with their group and there will be no large group gatherings.
• Some activities will be held outside. Indoor activities will be in well ventilated rooms.

For additional questions, please contact the church office at 619-582-8480 or
office@fpsd.org
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Meet Frances Lin
Stated Clerk
San Diego Presbytery

Frances Lin was born in Taiwan, raised as a Buddhist and immigrated to
the United States when she was 14. She dedicated her life to Christ at age
17. Frances was awarded a degree in Mathematics from Indiana University,
Bloomington. She also received a Master in Business Administration from
the University of Phoenix.
Frances was ordained as a Ruling Elder in 2008. She has served as a
commissioner representing San Diego Presbytery to the PCUSA General
Assembly 2012 and 2014. Subsequently, Frances served as the Vice Moderator to the Middle East Committee at the General Assembly 2016 in
Frances Lin
Portland.
Will Be Our
Frances is currently serving as the Executive Director at Rancho BerGuest Preacher
nardo
Community Presbyterian Church. She also serves as a coach for the
Sunday, June 25th
1001 New Worshipping Communities initiative of PCUSA and a grant reviewer for the Missional Development and Resources Committee for the Mission Agency of PCUSA.
Frances has a passion for planting new worshipping communities. In her spare time, she enjoys playing the harp and hanging out with friends and family.

A TEACHER SHARES SOME CLASSROOM HUMOR
TEACHER:
How old is your father?
KID:
He is 6 years.
TEACHER:
What? How is this possible?
KID:
He became father only when I was born.
(Logic!! Children are quick and always speak their minds.)
TEACHER:
Maria, go to the map and find North America.
MARIA:
Here it is.
TEACHER:
Correct Now, Class, who discovered America?
CLASS: Maria.
TEACHER:
Glenn, how do you spell ‘crocodile?’
GLENN:
K-R-O-K-O-D-I-A-L’
TEACHER:
No, that’s wrong
GLENN:
Maybe it is wrong, but you asked me how I spell it.
(I love this child.)
TEACHER:
DONALD:
TEACHER:
DONALD:

Donald, what is the chemical formula for water?
HIJKLMNO.
What are you talking about?
Yesterday you said it’s H to O

TEACHER:

Clyde, your composition on ‘My Dog’ is exactly the same
as your brother’s. Did you copy his?
CLYDE:No, sir; it’s the same dog.
(I want to adopt this kid!!!)
TEACHER:
HAROLD:

Harold, what do you call a person who keeps on talking
when people are no longer interested?
A teacher.

PASS THIS AROUND AND MAKE SOMEONE LAUGH!
LAUGHTER IS ONE OF THE SOUL’S MEDICINES!!

Cartoon shared from Christian Funny Pictures
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A Book Study
On the Brink of Everything: Grace,
Gravity, and Getting Old
By Parker J. Palmer

We gather on Zoom each Tuesday evening at 7pm . You will be responsible for acquiring your copy of
the book. Read at your own pace. Join the conversation when you can.
From the front cover: “From bestselling author Parker J. Palmer comes a brave and beautiful book for
all who want to age reflectively, seeking new insights and life-giving ways to engage the world. ‘Age
itself,’ he says, ‘is no excuse to wade in the shallows. It’s a reason to dive deep and take creative risks.’
Looking back on eight decades of life – and his work as a writer, teacher, and activist – Palmer explores
what he’s learning about self and world, inviting readers to explore their own experience.”
Parker Palmer is the founder and senior partner emeritus of the Center for Courage & Renewal and
the author of ten books which have sold over 1.5 million copies and been translated in ten languages.
His work has been recognized with thirteen honorary doctorates and with the William Rainey-Harper
Award, whose previous recipients included Margaret Mead, Elie Wiesel, and Paolo Freire. He holds a
doctorate from University of California, Berkeley.

Saint Paul’s Episcopal Cathedral
2728 Sixth Avenue - (6th + Nutmeg)
San Diego, CA

Organ Recital
Admission is free
Thursday, July 8th, 2021
5:30 pm

Please join us for a delightful and varied program.

WE ARE A
MATTHEW 25 Church
‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the
least of these who are
members of my family,
you did it to me.’

Kate Hudson Cameron
Organist

From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)
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# 2 pencils & pens

backpacks

sharpeners & erasers

colored pencils

reusable lunch bags

wide-ruled paper

5-inch school scissors

highlighters

12-inch rulers

3-ring binders

glue sticks

4 oz. glue bottles

watercolor paints

spiral 1 subject notebooks

colored markers

book covers

24 crayons box

small stapler & small staples

folders & calculators

3x5 index cards

composition notebooks

pocket size tissues

Calculators & folders

small hand sanitizers

Collected supplies will be distributed to pre-registered students of qualified low-income
families at our Annual Back to School Program in August 2021.
2459 Market St. San Diego, CA. 92102 Office Hours: Monday- Friday 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
New Day Urban Ministries is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, Federal Tax ID# 23-7107-240
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Parish Associate: Cara Ann Maeda
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Betsy Bestoso
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH
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