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Holiday Mission Fair
From Nancy Harber

Nancy Harber

   YES, IT’S BACK…..and may be more exciting 
than ever!
   The Holiday Mission Fair that we had to cancel 
last year, is going to happen this year! The date set 
is Sunday, November 7, 2021, in the Faith Family 
Center after worship ends and yes, everyone will 
be masked.  Things will be a little different, but it 
should be even more exciting in some ways.  
   The company that provides most of the crafts has 
changed their policy and they no longer will let us 
pick the items as before---at least not for this kind of 
event.  Instead they have prepackaged kits available 
that we will have to select from.  However all of 
their items are lovely, so it shouldn’t be a problem. 
And we will also have crafts from the African Team 
Ministries, so there should be lots of shopping op-
portunities. A couple of the local groups from past 
years will not be here, but we do have some very 
special needs for this time.   
   The South Sudanese Church is facing some major 
maintenance work at their location and will need 
significantly more funds than usual to meet needs.  
This mission church is special to us, since they 
nested at Faith for several years before moving to 
the Orange Avenue property and the Pastor William 

Tut is actually an ordained elder through our 
church. We will include them once again in 
the Mission Fair and their needs have grown.
    A very unique opportunity exists this year 
in which we have the privilege of participat-
ing.  The Alliance for African Assistance, the 
organization that has worked for years helping 
refugees from many parts of the world find a 
way to settle in San Diego, has been a part of 
our Fair since we started.  The Alliance was 
started by a local Presbyterian, Walter Lam, a 
member of La Jolla Presbyterian Church.  
   We have just learned that the Alliance will be 
welcoming 510 Afghan refugees needing long 
term/permanent assistance in finding housing, 
food, living necessities, work and everything 
that we often take for granted. Representa-
tives from the Alliance will join us that day as 
they have in the past, and if we are lucky we 
might even be able to get one of their guests 
to come also. Many of us have wondered what 
we could do to help these people in some way 
and here is a perfect opportunity to do so. 
   The Alliance certainly will have ongoing 
needs for things like furniture, pots and pans, 
linens, etc. for when the folks find housing, but 
for now their greatest need is probably funds 
to help them in the searches and relocating ex-
penses.  There probably is no greater gift that 
captures the essence of Christmas than to help 
people find a way to survive in a free world 
where they  can find some justice and live and 
worship together.  Supporting them financial-
ly will go a long way in this search.  
   So we hope you will take this opportunity to 
come to the Mission Fair, start your Christmas 
shopping early and help those who are not on 
anyone’s Christmas list but who have needs 
we cannot even imagine.  See you on Novem-
ber 7.



Sanctuary
Flowers
for 2021

This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego. We 
desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of  color, white, 
gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities. We share a 
common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education, and excellence 
in music through all stages of  life. We carry living traditions with us as we grow in faith, 
with the triune God as our best expression.
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Aluminum cans  -  Plastic bottles  -  Glass bottles (CRV)  -  Water jugs

The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling.   
Please contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email 

at esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for 
her to meet you in the church parking lot.

There are 2 openings for Sanctuary Flow-
er arrangements of 2021. The Flower 
Chart for 2021 is hanging in the narthex, 
and awaiting your signups. The current 
cost is $75. If you wish, you can share a 
Sunday with someone else, and split the 
cost. Don't forget to fill out one of the pink 
slips right next to the chart, so Lou knows 
how you want the dedication to read.  
The Deacons break the large bouquets 
down for distribution to the shut-ins, so 
be sure to let Lou know your intentions 
there as well. Checks should be made out 
to Faith Presbyterian Church Deacons.

 Bible Study

Women’s Circle

Tuesday Eves

Current In-person
Meetings of

Our Fellowship Groups

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month

October 16th
FPC, Library at 6:30pm

Second Thursday of the Month
October 14th

FPC, Room #3 at 10:00am

Every Other Tuesday
October 5th and 19th

FPC, Library at 7:00pm

 Book Study
Tuesday Evenings

FPC, Room #2 at 7:00pm

Wednesdays at Noon
FPC, Room #2

12:00pm - 1:00pm



DATES TO REMEMBER
October 10th  -  Deacons Meeting

October 16th  -  Work Party & Picnic
October 17th  -  Session Meeting 

October 21st  -  Newsletter Deadline
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Life
Faith

Family

DEATHS
Fred  William Allen

Fred died Monday, August 2nd.
 Interment was on Monday, September 20th. 

Donna Hixson
Donna died Wednesday, August 11th.

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday

9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm 
Please note that office is closed on Fridays

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the 
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email 

that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

Come,  
         WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY 

LED BY PASTOR SAM

12:00pm in Room #2

TRY OUR

The New Adult Education Class Starting on Sunday, October 3rd Has Been Cancelled

FROM YOUR SESSION:
After a little “down time”, your Session is back hard at work.
On September 19, the following actions were taken:

1. Approved a 5 person strategic planning team to assess how well our practices (work
 we are doing)  support our values and visions and report any suggestions back to Session.
2. Received a report that all financial books and records of the church and preschool for
 the past 1-2 years have been examined and are all in order.
3. Approved some vacation days for Pastor Sam in late October and approved a guest
 preacher for Oct 24.
4. Approved a modification of Pastor Sam’s office hours starting in October---coming
 in later and staying later.
5. Reviewed and approved all Session Committee actions, especially the plans for World
 Communion Sunday  and the Peace and Global Witness Offering on  October 3.

 
If you have any questions, feel free to ask a Session member.             Nancy Harber, Clerk of Session

Things do change. Bob has decided to remain in his position as organist of the First Church of Christ, 
Scientist San Diego. He really values this opportunity to practice and play the organ regularly in wor-
ship. He is still open to being involved in the ministry at Faith Church, but just not on Sunday mornings.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
Helen Musil - 9th

Helen turns 100 yrs. young
We will have cake

on Sunday, October 10th

to celebrate Helen’s
Birthday!
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 SERMONS FOR OCTOBER

Borders and Belonging
A Series in Ruth 

September-November 2021
The story of Ruth is a story for our times. It is a drama of grief and love and prejudice and promise during a 
time of manifold upheavals. Glenn Jordan has observed, “This short narrative features those who are forced 
to migrate to another country because of poverty or famine and therefore encourages communities to face the 
question of what constitutes national identity and belonging.” 

October 3rd Pastor Sam    Abundance Beyond Borders                                      Ruth 2:4-17                                    

October 10th Pastor Sam   Grace and Gratitude                                                   Ruth 2:17-23                                       
October 17th Pastor Sam   Cunning and Providence                                                 Ruth 3:1-5                                                                         
October 24th Guest Preacher   Rev. Alex Wirth                                                                           
October 31st Pastor Sam   Waiting on Edge                                Ruth 3:16-18

          (World Communion Sunday)

Budget
% of Per Capita Summary

Total Per Capita
$6,545
Collected as of 08/31/2021
$2,770

42%

Financial Report 08/31/2021
    Envelope Offering for July 2021 was $43,258.26
    Envelope Offering monthly budget 2021 is  $20,431.67 per month

Per Capita:

Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.

Please pay your Per Capita, it is $40.00 per member.

We have online services to help groW your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have Weekly in-person BiBle studies to help groW your faith
 The Bible study with Pastor Sam is on Wednesdays at noon in Room #2.

2021 Per Capita Assessment is $6,545.44

Per Capita as of 08/31/2021

    Envelope Offering for August 2021 was $17,091.83
    Envelope Offering monthly budget 2021 is  $20,431.67 per month

For the months of July & August the church has
not received any Per Capita payments from
church members.

(Please see Per Capita chart, only 42% of church
members have paid Per Capita)



Mission Fair
Sunday, November 7th

   Faith Family Center 
   IT’S BACK!!!   Yes, we will have our annual 
Holiday Mission Fair again this year!  Sunday, 
November 7, in the Faith Family Center after 
worship you are all invited to come and start 
your Christmas shopping early.
   Things will look a little different---a few less 
community groups this time and our crafts 
will be different.  Same company, but they 
now select the items, package them in a kit 
and we pay for them up front. So I can’t guar-
antee what we will get, but all of the items 
are lovely so should be fun.  Watch for more 
information to come.  And yes, of course,
EVERYONE WILL BE MASKED IN THE ROOM.  
                                               Nancy Harber
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   On Sunday mornings, the children will gather in 
Room #2 for a lesson and activity.  The children can 

Come as you are. Dwell in stillness. Leave in peace. 

In the sanctuary. Wednesdays, 7-8pm, October 6th-27th.

A quiet, contemplative space for stillness and prayer.

Facilitated by pastor Sam Codington, David Helkenn,
Joe Rodriguez, and Mary Elva Smith. 

The first half  hour is unstructured and may be used for
personal reflection, drawing, journaling, stillness, and
prayer. You may light a candle as you enter the sanctuary.
The second half  hour is structured with scripture, poetry, 
lectio divina, instrumental music, and prayers for the
community. 

Childcare will be provided. 

Sunday School newS
be dropped off before the worship service begins, starting at 9:20am.  They will stay together until 
the worship service ends.  All ages will be together, from potty-trained 3-year-olds to 12-year-olds.  
Masks will be required and the children will be placed at a safe distance apart.  The children will be 
dropped off at and picked up directly from Sunday School which means there will be no Sermon on 
the Steps or dismissal of the children during the worship service (for now).  For any questions or con-
cerns, please contact Jill Gustafson.

DOWNTIME



- 6 -

Hello FPC Members,

The preschool has begun another year 
with COVID policies and procedures in 
place.  Last school year we were able 
to navigate the health and sanitation 
requirements for the preschool to re-
main open successfully.  We expect this 
year to be a success as well.  Several 
CPP staff have been vaccinated, as well 
as all CPP staff are required to wear 
masks while working.

This year all children ages 2 – 5 are re-
quired to wear masks while attending 
the program.  This reduces the risk of 
transmission of the virus.   

We are happy to note that the children 
are happy to be back to school enjoying 
all our preschool has to offer.

Best,

Nancy McGeath
Director 
College Park Preschool
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Is your God framed by
Fyodor Dostoevsky

or C.S. Lewis?

Faith Presbyterian ChurCh: gathering and nurturing Community
San Diego Reader: What is your favorite subject on which to preach?
Pastor Sam Codington: The Sermon on the Mount, which is a pretty good baseline for how to live with 
one another, follow the way of Jesus in the world, cultivate a tender heart, and practice compassion on a 
day-to-day basis.

SDR: What is the mission of your church?
PC: We are a family of Christ welcoming all, worshiping God, growing in the Spirit, and joyously serving 
others all across San Diego. The common life we share, whether through small groups, Bible study, choir 
or women’s study groups, is aimed at gathering, nurturing and sending people out to the community. 

SDR: What one book has had the most impact on your ministry?
PC: The Brothers Karamazov by Fyodor Dostoevsky. That was a pretty influential novel in my life early 
on when I was in college and seminary, and it continues to be an influential book on my spiritual and 
theological thinking. At the heart of The Brothers Karamazov is the problem of suffering, and the problem 
of suffering is something that authentic faith must respond to. The novel is big and that can be daunting, 
but it’s worth the trip from start to finish. The youngest brother, Alyosha, and the middle brother, Ivan, get 
into a series of arguments. Alyosha is going to be a novice entering a monastery, and Ivan is an apostate. 
He doesn’t believe in God at all – or at least, he contests the existence of God. Alyosha’s mentor 
essentially embodies love, and teaches that love is the ultimate response to suffering — our love for each 
other and God’s love for us. 

SDR: Where’s the strangest place you found God?
PC: God shows up all over the place, and I am perpetually surprised by that. But one of the framing mo-
ments for my life was when I was ten years old and I was on the island of Hispaniola in the Dominican 
Republic. I was with my parents and we were visiting Haitian migrant workers in a sugar cane field. My 
parents were working with local schools; my mom was a teacher and my dad is a retired pastor. That day, 
my dad knelt down next to me and said, “Sam, this is their home — do you understand?” Of course, as a 
ten-year-old, I didn’t understand, but I found that question to be one that framed what I think of as God’s 
presence in the world and what I think of God’s presence being. God is with the least of these — that’s 
what Jesus says in Matthew 25: “Whatever you do to the least of these, you do to me.” That’s my framing 
for faith: God’s presence is being with the least of these.

SDR: Where do you go when you die?
PC: I think we read in Colossians that Christ will be all in all, and that’s enough consolation for me. 

SDR: Do we have a choice in the matter of whether we go to heaven or hell, as C.S. Lewis asks in The 
Great Divorce?
PC: That would be C.S. Lewis’s way of framing things; but I don’t think that would be my way of framing 
things. I would totally leave the question of heaven and hell up to God.

San Diego Reader 
Interviews

Sam Codington
Author:  Joseph O’Brien

Date: September 3rd, 2021
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Fred
Allen

Gloria Seymour
Gloria celebrated her 100th birthday!

September 1st, 2021

We’re holding another Church Work 
Party on October 16th from 9 am to 
12 noon, followed by a picnic.  There 
will be projects for all ages from chil-
dren to adults.  We will be painting 
indoors and doing yardwork outside.

Our last church cleanup Work Party 
on July 10th was a big success.  We 
decluttered the church by filling a 
truck and a pickup with trash for the 
dump, metal and cardboard to re-
cycle, tree branches to be made into 
mulch, electronics for recycling, and 
things for the thrift store.

This time our goal is to make the 
church facilities look better.  If 
you can help, please call Sharon 
Gehl at 619-299-9606 so that we’ll 
know how many people to expect.  
Thanks!CH
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   Mary-Margaret Al-
len’s brother, Fred, 
was born with Down 
Syndrome on May 2nd, 
1954, and passed away 
on August 2nd, 2021.  
The interment was on 
September 20th. 

   Fred was not expected to live into child-
hood and definitely not to age 30; however, 
he lived to 67 years of age. He held down a 
job which helped in his support.
   One of the things that many of us remem-
ber about Fred was his singing of Silent 
Night outside at the close of our Christmas 
Eve services. In the Psalms, we are called 
to make a joyful noise to the Lord and that 
is exactly what Fred did. He sang with his 
whole heart to the Lord. This is something 
that many of us will miss at the end of our 
Christmas Eve services.
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Share your financial
blessings to help
disaster survivors
throughout the world.

California
Wildfires

Contribute to: 
Disaster Relief-U.S. Wildfires (DR000165)

To send a check, please designate where you want your gift
to go on the memo line and mail to:
 Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) 
 P.O. Box 643700 
 Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700

To give by phone, call 800-872-3283.

With many wildfires blazing, PDA is in communication with all affected presbyteries. National 
Response Team members are virtually deployed to assist the presbyteries as they assess the 
situations in their communities and determine how PDA can best assist. We have disbursed 
several grants to address immediate needs such as feeding programs and emergency hous-
ing for displaced residents.

— Photo by Cal Fire CZU

WAYS
TO
GIVE

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance
is also currently responding to:

Hurricane Ida, Hurricane Sally
     use gift code DR000169

Wildfires in Colorado
and Pacific Northwest
     use gift code DR000165

Flooding in North Carolina,
Tennessee, Kentucky
     use gift code DR000191

‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the 
least of these who are 
members of my family, 

you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

WE  ARE  A
MATTHEW  25  Church



By Diana Butler Bass
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A Book Study

Grounded: Finding God in the World:
          A Spiritual Revolution

We are continuing our book study with Diana Butler Bass’ book, “Grounded: 
Finding God in the World.” This will be on zoom and in person. 

Continuing in November

We gather in person in Room #2 and on Zoom each Tuesday evening at 7pm. A 
Zoom link will be sent to those who wish to participate in the weekly conversa-
tion from home.

From the back cover: “Diana Butler Bass is the author of nine books on American 
religion, including “Christianity After Religion” and “Christianity for the Rest of Us.” 
She holds a Ph.D. from Duke University and is a regular commentator on religion, 
politics, and culture for media outlets nationwide. She lives in Alexandria, Virginia.”  

You will be responsible for acquiring your copy of the book. 

Join the conversation. Read at your own pace.

Bible Study: a new time!
Wednesdays at Noon-1pm.

Room #2.

No preparation necessary.
Come as you are with your questions and curiosity. 

We begin with a poem to gather us. We read together the biblical 
text for the upcoming Sunday’s sermon. We consider the text from 
various angles. We conclude with a reflection (usually a video) of  a 
contemporary theologian, artist, or author to invite us into making 

connections between the biblical text and contemporary life. 
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA  92115

(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org

Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org

Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez

Media Director: Stephen Dichiera 
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath

Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT

MONTH 

    OCT
21

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor

jcr14@att.net

Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA  92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED


