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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Borders and Belonging

Traffic has returned to the College Area, and the
new school year has arrived, which means many
new beginnings at San Diego State University and
at Faith. The choir begins rehearsals in September
along with a variety of small group opportunities.
Be sure to read through the rest of the newsletter for
occasions to participate and serve. This is a good
chance to reconnect with church family that you
may not have seen often over the past year.
In September, we are beginning a sermon series
entitled “Borders and Belonging”, following the
Old Testament book of Ruth. It is a dramatic and
beautiful short story of grief and love and hospitality and home. Whether or not you are familiar with
the book of Ruth, you may want to read the whole
story in one sitting.
The story begins when things fall apart. In a poignant moment, after they are both widowed, Ruth
clings to her mother in-law Naomi, saying, “Do not
press me to leave you or to turn back from following you! Where you go, I will go; where you lodge,
I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and
your God my God. Where you die, I will die—there
will I be buried. May the Lord do thus and so to me,
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and more as well, if even death parts me from
you!” (Ruth 1:16-17).
There is much that we can discover and learn
from the book of Ruth for our own lives and
for better understanding the world we live in.
Glenn Jordan was the Public Theologian
of the Corrymeela Community in Northern
Ireland. Jordan has observed, “The book [of
Ruth] challenges us on welcoming the stranger; on re-drawing our stereotypes through encounter with those who are ‘other’; on finding
gaps where compassion can thrive in the midst
of technical debates about law and tradition;
on carrying losses that cannot be grieved.”
Today, in our personal lives and in our world,
we are continually navigating all kinds of different borders, and we deeply desire belonging, not only feeling like we fit in but truly being part of a caring community. We may also
look around at our war-torn world and wonder
what to make of it all.
I trust the story of Ruth will offer occasions
for personal reflection and for shared conversation and growth.
Grace and peace,
Pastor Sam
Do not press me to leave you
or to turn back from following you!
Where you go, I will go;
where you lodge, I will lodge;
your people shall be my people,
and your God my God.
Ruth 1:16 (NRSV)
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Current In-person
Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups

Sanctuary
Flowers
for 2021

Book Study

Tuesday Evenings
FPC, Room #2 at 7:00pm

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday
No Meetings in August
FPC, Library at 7:00pm

The Flower Chart for 2021 is hanging in the
narthex, and awaiting your signups. The current cost is $75. If you wish, you can share a
Sunday with someone else, and split the cost.
Don't forget to fill out one of the pink slips
right next to the chart, so Lou knows how you
want the dedication to read. The Deacons
break the large bouquets down for distribution to the shut-ins, so be sure to let Lou know
your intentions there as well. Checks should
be made out to Faith Presbyterian Church
Deacons. If you have any questions about any
of this, please feel free to call Nancy Flynn at
619-813-7063 or email esch46@hotmail.com.

Bible Study

Wednesday Mornings
FPC, Room #2
10:30am - 11:30am

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday of the Month
September 9th
FPC, Room #3 at 10:00am

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
September 18th
FPC, Library at 6:30pm

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling.
Please contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email
at esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for
her to meet you in the church parking lot.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs

This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego. We
desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color, white,
gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities. We share a
common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education, and excellence
in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us as we grow in faith,
with the triune God as our best expression.
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Gloria Seymour - 1st
Gloria turns 100 yrs. young
Emilia Modrusan - 4th
Cara Ann Maeda - 5th
Ruthe Ann Christ - 10th
Joe Huffaker - 20th
Steve Wood - 22nd
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If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

DATES TO REMEMBER

DEATHS

September 6th - Office Closed - Labor Day
September 12th - Deacons Meeting
September 19th - Session Meeting
September 23rd - Newsletter Deadline

June Millenaar
June died Sunday, August 15th.

Come,

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays

TRY OUR

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
10:30am in Room #2
LED BY PASTOR SAM

Bob Plimpton Begins a
New Adult Education Class
Sunday, Oct. 3rd

Cara Ann
Steps Down, as she is
Stepping Up

After Bob left the staff of Faith Church 21 years ago,
he has spent his Sundays working in other churches.
But he has had a growing desire to give his energies
to the ministry of his home church which has always
remained in his heart. Discussing this with Pastor
Sam, both felt that there will be many ways Bob can
be helpful here, beginning with re-establishing an
adult class following worship on Sundays. This will
begin on Sunday, Oct. 3 in the sanctuary, following
worship.
For the first several weeks our text will be the
Psalms. Pastor Sam devoted his August preaching
to the Psalms, and we can build on the foundation
he has laid. Bob is excited to share with you the very
center of his life’s work: the intersection of Scripture,
theology, and music. Our new hymnal is rich in musical settings of the Psalms, so central to Christian
worship, which we can sing together as we study
these prayers which have inspired believers for over
3,000 years. Even though you may have to miss some
of the class sessions to attend other meetings, each
class will be complete in itself. Come to the first session to see what it’s all about. “Speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs; singing and making melody in your hearts to the Lord.”

Dear Faith Family,
At the end of August, I will be ending my time
on staff as Parish Associate and will be working
more full-time hours at Pacific Theological Seminary along with adjunct teaching at Point Loma
Nazarene University this fall. In addition, I am
currently working on my ordination in the United
Church of Christ denomination through the
Hawaii Conference. With these multiple areas of
responsibility, plus my wonderful family, it is time
for me to step down as a staff member. We plan
to continue attending worship services and being
part of the Faith Family.
It has been an absolute honor to serve this congregation in this new role. I am truly grateful for
the many conversations, the events we planned
(online and in-person), and for the incredible
people I worked with. In this short time, I have
gained invaluable experience that has enhanced
my journey towards pastoral ministry and ordination. Thank you for this opportunity and your
gracious generosity during my time on staff.
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With God’s love and blessings,
Cara Ann
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On Sunday mornings, the children will gather in the Faith Family Center for a lesson and activity.
The children can be dropped off before the worship service begins, starting at 9:20am. They will
stay together until the worship service ends. All ages will be together, from potty-trained 3-yearolds to 12-year-olds. Masks will be required and the children will be placed at a safe distance apart.
The children will be dropped off at and picked up directly from Sunday School which means there
will be no Sermon on the Steps or dismissal of the children during the worship service (for now).
For any questions or concerns, please contact Jill Gustafson.

Celebrating God’s Family VBS 2021

We had 20 children participate in this in-person VBS and 15 volunteers helped to make this happen! During our time together, the children learned that everyone can BELONG to God’s family,
PARTICIPATE in God’s family, and APPRECIATE others in God’s family. We had Bible lessons, crafts,
and outdoor activities. We kept everyone safe by keeping the children in small groups, wearing
masks, distancing, and cleaning. And we still had a lot of fun!
Thank you to the many volunteers who participated and thank you for the prayerful support of
this event!
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VBS Pictures
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Financial Report for 07/31/2021 will be in the next Newsletter
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2021 is $20,431.67 per month

Per Capita:
Please pay your Per Capita, it is $40.00 per member.
2021 Per Capita Assessment is $6,545.44

PLEDGE UPDATE

Per Capita as of 06/30/2021

Budget
% of Per Capita

Summary
Total Per Capita

Thank you to all members who have kept their
pledges current during this unique period.
Anyone who would like an update on where
they stand with their contributions may contact
Beverly Martyn at 619-582-2186 or email at
beamartyn@cox.net.

$6,545
Collected as of 06/30/2021
$2,770

42%

Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.
Borders and Belonging
A Series in Ruth
September-November 2021
The story of Ruth is a story for our times. It is a drama of grief and love and prejudice and promise during a
time of manifold upheavals. Glenn Jordan has observed, “This short narrative features those who are forced
to migrate to another country because of poverty or famine and therefore encourages communities to face the
question of what constitutes national identity and belonging.”

SERMONS FOR SEPTEMBER

September 5th Pastor Sam
September 12th Pastor Sam
September 19th Pastor Sam
September 26th Pastor Sam

Hungering
Leaving
Arriving
Gathering

Ruth 1:1-5
Ruth 1:6-19a
Ruth 1:19b-22
Ruth 2:1-3

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have weekly in-person Bible studies to help grow your faith
The Bible study with Pastor Sam is on Wednesday mornings at 10:30am in Room #2.
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The Peace of Christ Belongs to Everyone, Everywhere

David Helkenn

The Peace & Global Witness Offering encourages the church to cast off anxiety and fear, discord and
division, and embrace our God’s mission of reconciliation to those around the corner and around the
world. A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ
by addressing systems of conflict and injustice. Individual congregations are encouraged to utilize up to
25% of this Offering to connect with local efforts of the global witness of Christ’s peace. Mid councils
retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by the
Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for peace and justice in cultures of violence, including our
own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.
Starting October 3rd, and continuing throughout the month, Faith will receive the PC(U.S.A.) Peace
and Global Witness Offering. The Mission Committee has voted to support the San Diego Family Justice
Center and the Restorative Justice Mediation Program in San Diego as the organizations to receive our
25% share.
San Diego Family Justice Center
The San Diego Family Justice Center, part of the Office of the City Attorney, is dedicated to transitioning victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, and sex trafficking into survivors.
Services include, but are not limited to:
* Providing adult individual and group therapeutic services for victims of domestic violence
and child abuse.
* Assists children in recovering from trauma.
* Providing legal assistance for victims of sex trafficking and immigration issues.
* Provides legal counseling in all immigration related matters.
* Provides both military and civilian resources and referrals to victims regardless of duty status.
* San Diego Domestic Violence Hotline: 888.385.4657
For more information, visit: https://www.sandiego.gov/SanDiegoFamilyJusticeCenter
Restorative Justice Mediation Program (RJMP)
Restorative justice is a philosophy and an approach that views crime and conflict as harm done to
people and relationships. It is a non-adversarial, non-retributive approach to justice that emphasizes
healing in victims, accountability of offenders, and the involvement of citizens in creating healthier, safer
communities. The goal is to reach meaningful, satisfying, and fair outcomes through inclusion, open
communication, and truth.
Each year, since 1993, RJMP provides services to hundreds of San Diego residents who have been
impacted by crime, through RJMP’s services and effective training programs based in Restorative Justice
principles. These principles are based on age old, common-sense understandings of wrongdoing where
a criminal act is seen as a violation of people and of interpersonal relationships, where these violations
create obligations, holding the offender directly accountable to their victim, and where the central obligation is to put right the wrongs to the extent possible. RJMPs programs provide opportunities for crime
victims, offenders, and community members to engage in practical, life-changing processes that improve
their lives and futures.

For examples and more information, visit: https://www.sdrjmp.org/
If you plan to contribute, please make out a separate check payable to Faith Presbyterian Church
with the notation Peace & Global Witness in the memo line. Thank you.
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And after the earthquake ... a sound of sheer silence.
Then there came a voice ... that said, “What are you doing here?”
(1 Kings 19:12-13)

The scale of the disaster facing Haiti after the Aug. 14 earthquake is becoming clearer.
The quake and its aftershocks have left almost 1,300 people dead, thousands more
injured and an unknown number of people are still missing. At least 13,000 homes were
destroyed and roads, bridges and communication systems have been severely damaged.
This catastrophe comes on top of Haiti’s ongoing struggles with endemic hunger and
poverty, COVID-19 and continuing civil unrest, and as Tropical Storm Grace bears down
on the region.
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA) is providing emergency relief and short-term
recovery in the impacted areas through our established local partners and in collaboration with ACT Alliance and its members. The PC(USA), through PDA and together with
regional World Mission colleagues, will remain active throughout the entire recovery
process, accompanying our partners in the area as they determine long-term program
needs and providing financial support for rebuilding and resilience.
The needs for the response will be great. God’s people are once again called
on to stand in the "GAP" — Give. Act. Pray.
GIVE. ACT. PRAY.
GIVE: Gifts can be made online, by phone at (800) 872-3283, or by check, which can be
mailed to Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), P.O. Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700.
ACT: Learn how you and your congregation can help families who have lost everything
in the devastation. Stay informed and like us on Facebook, download resources and
share updates with your congregation.
PRAY: As this earthquake continues to cause destruction and loss of life, please pray
with us that the communities affected by this event and those offering assistance will be
strengthened, have their needs met and be reminded of the hope found in God.
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The Choir Returns in September
The Handbell Ensemble is Already Back
First Choir Rehearsal Thursday Evening, September 9th at 7:30pm
First Sunday in Worship, September 19th, Warmup at 8:45am
The Handbell Ensemble Rehearses on Thursday Evenings at 6:30pm
If you have ever thought about singing with us, September would be a good
time to give it a try. Besides our regular Sunday music, we will begin working on
our Christmas music. We need sopranos, altos, tenors, and basses.
Since I am promoting the choir, I might as well mention that we need a couple
more handbell ringers in our handbell ensemble.

If you are interested in either choir, please contact me. I will be happy to
talk with you about it.
Joe Rodriguez, Director of Music Ministry

MISSION CONNECTIONS
From Living the Faith with Zest
Dustin and Sherri Ellington
Mission co-workers serving in Zambia
Sometimes Sherri and I are asked what we find inspiring about Christians in Zambia. Here is one trait that has
particularly stood out to us.

PRAISE GOD FOR ZOOM MEETINGS!

Singing their faith
One of the things that has always struck us, both in Zambia and at Justo Mwale University, is that the Christian
faith is something sung. Many supermarkets play worship music almost all the time. While walking around
campus or working in my office, I (Dustin) hear students
singing their hearts out numerous times a day. It may be
a choir practicing (our resident student body of about 65
has several choirs), or it may be a class starting with a
hymn, or it may just be a student walking across campus
singing their love for God. Perhaps many Zambians take
it for granted that life is meant to be spent singing to God.
Singing is one of the main ways people learn the faith,
deepen it, and express it. Having near-constant songs of
God in the air has a way of nourishing our faith. I also
suspect it prepares us for the life to come. Additionally,
African Christianity creates lots of music, and I’m thankful our students receive an education that helps people
think through the witness they are singing and producing.
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Pastor Sam discussing his dissertation
on liturgy with his advisor, Claudio
Carvalhaes, who is a professor of
liturgy at Union Theological Seminary
in New York City. Sam hopes to finish
his dissertation next summer.

Coming in September
A Book Study

Grounded: Finding God in the World:
A Spiritual Revolution

By Diana Butler Bass

We are returning on Tuesday, September 7th, at 7:00pm, with our next book
study with Diana Butler Bass’ book, “Grounded: Finding God in the World.”
This will be on zoom and in person.
Beginning September 7th, we will gather in person in Room #2 and on Zoom
each Tuesday evening at 7pm. A Zoom link will be sent to those who wish to
participate in the weekly conversation from home.
You will be responsible for acquiring your copy of the book.
Join the conversation. Read at your own pace.
From the back cover: “Diana Butler Bass is the author of nine books on American
religion, including “Christianity After Religion” and “Christianity for the Rest of Us.”
She holds a Ph.D. from Duke University and is a regular commentator on religion,
politics, and culture for media outlets nationwide. She lives in Alexandria, Virginia.”

A Prayer For Our Community, Richard Rohr.
Loving God, you fill all things with a fullness and
hope that we can never comprehend. Thank you
for leading us into a time where more of reality is
being unveiled for us all to see. We pray that you
will take away our natural temptation for cynicism, denial, fear and despair. Help us have the
courage to awaken to greater truth, greater humility, and greater care for one another. May we
place our hope in what matters and what lasts,
trusting in your eternal presence and love. Listen to our hearts’ longings for the healing of our
suffering world. Please add your own intentions
. . . Knowing, good God, you are hearing us better
than we are speaking, we offer these prayers in
all the holy names of God. Amen.
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WE ARE A
MATTHEW 25 Church
‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the
least of these who are
members of my family,
you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Spiritual Director: David Helkenn
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Stephen Dichiera
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net
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MONTH

SEP

23

