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Invitation to the Advent Journey 

 

When I think of Advent and Christmas, I think of a bonfire and a 

barn at the far end of my parents’ property. Each December our 

church gathered in the barn for a humorous reenactment of the 

Christmas story. It was humorous because we kids acted out the 

parts, and invariably we did not know our lines. We improvised.   

 

Truth be told, the shepherds and all the others probably felt 

extemporaneous on the original Christmas. We gathered at the 

barn, so we could feel (and smell) the Christmas story. I think it 

says a great deal about God that the beginning of the Incarnation 

began in a barn, or something like it. Cows and goats and donkeys 

and sheep were the welcoming party.  

 

Advent is a season of anticipating God’s coming among us. The 

gospel stories of Advent are some of the most iconic in the Bible: 

Zechariah a priest is struck speechless when he learns that his wife 

Elizabeth will bear a son, Mary encounters the angel Gabriel, 

Elizabeth rejoices at the greeting of her cousin Mary, Mary sings 

of the mighty acts of God, shepherds encounter a host of angels, 

and the shepherds go to Bethlehem to find the newborn child. 

These are the stories of our faith. These are the stories of Advent.  

 

In tandem with these iconic gospel stories are many oracles of Old 

Testament prophets. We may wonder what to make of these 

prophets. Many of them were quite peculiar people. What remains 

consistent among them are their inexhaustible exhortations to 

faithfulness, justice, and hope. They can help us clarify our vision 

today.  

 

As you read this Advent devotional, set aside ten minutes each 

day. It can be any time of day. Find a rhythm that will work for 

you. Read the Scripture passage, read the entry written by one of 

our deacons or elders or staff, take notes in the margins, and 

prayerfully ponder the passage. Let it speak to you, perhaps a word 

or phrase or theme. 



 
 

 

 

 

That the culmination of Advent happens in the least likely of 

places and probably with rather uncouth individuals gives me hope 

for today that God will continue to do such things. Bible scholar, 

Tom Wright, has observed, “This is the story of how evil has been 

defeated; and it is told in such a way as to invite us to share in the 

fruits of victory.”  

 

Advent Blessings to you,  

Sam 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Week of Advent 
 

 

As we begin the season of Advent, consider what gives you hope 

and what or whom you hope for. Write these down. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

A Little Extra Help to Keep the Home Fires Burning 

Seems like in one way or another, Jack and Kate Eisel have always 

been busy putting out fires — unless they were building them. 

The couple met fireside in 

2009 at Zephyr Point 

Presbyterian Conference 

Center, where Kate was 

the conference manager, 

and Jack, a recently 

retired pastor, was 

volunteering in the 

maintenance department. 

"Since our courtship developed through long talks in front of the 

fire during snowy winter nights,‖ recalled Kate, "sitting by a fire is 

very special to us." 

As for Jack, following a long, second career spent almost entirely 

in interim ministry, he was no stranger to fighting the frequent fires 

inherent in transitional situations. Throughout his career, Jack 

served 15 interim pastorates over 25 years, in 12 different 

presbyteries throughout the western U.S. There God used his gifts 

to help congregations navigate through challenging and often 

difficult times. 

These days both Jack and Kate candidly admit that moving 

forward in their own post-retirement lives has required some 

careful planning — and maybe a little firefighting. Kate lost her 

job unexpectedly when she was not yet of retirement age, and the 

couple found themselves relying heavily on Jack‘s modest assets. 

―When we first retired, life was extremely restrictive,‖ Kate said. 

―I often had to ask myself, ‗Can I really go get that carton of milk 



 
 

right now?‘ Jack‘s Social Security and pension were very modest, 

so we still wondered how we were going to pay the bills and put 

food on the table.‖ 

As a minister himself, as well as the son of a Presbyterian minister, 

Jack had always known that help was available through the 

Assistance Program of the Board of Pensions, a resource he 

occasionally commended to his colleagues. He just didn‘t know 

that one day he might need that help. 

Through the Assistance Program, supported by your gifts to the 

Christmas Joy Offering, the Eisels were able to receive an Income 

Supplement to help alleviate their financial burden. 

―The PC(USA) long ago recognized the need to support those who 

served faithfully, ordained or otherwise, beyond their active 

service and into retirement,‖ said Lucas McCool, Assistance 

Program operations manager. ―Stability in retirement can be a 

weight lifted and one that allows for retirees like Jack and Kate to 

live with emotional and financial flexibility.‖  

"Knowing the impact of the programs that the Christmas Joy 

Offering supports, it has always been important for me to promote 

the offering in the many churches I‘ve served,‖ said Jack. ―I‘ve 

gotten to highlight the wonderful things the offering provides and 

to encourage people to participate in this extraordinary generosity. 

And now, years later, I have firsthand knowledge of what a life-

changing difference it can make.‖ 

For Jack and Kate, it helps to keep those cherished home fires 

burning. 

Let us pray:  

Draw us near to the light of the manger, generous God, to see your 

perfect gift to us. By your grace, stoke the fires of our compassion 

that all might know the gift of your love. Amen. 

Please send your Christmas Joy Offering by Dec. 19, 2021. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 

https://www.pensions.org/your-path-to-wholeness/assistance-program
https://www.pensions.org/


 
 

Sunday, November 28, 2021 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 

 

This passage is a declaration by the Lord, foretelling the birth of 

Jesus. It was an awesome promise and a reassuring promise to the 

people of Israel and Judah. The passage tells the people at that time 

in history, a person will come from David‘s lineage. He will do 

what is just and right. He will create security for Jerusalem. Judah 

will be saved from tyranny. 

 

The people are told that one of the many names Jesus will be given 

is that He will be ―The Lord Our Righteous Savior.‖ 

 

 

This scripture tells us of the importance of this promise and the 

influence Jesus and his birth will have on the people and children 

of the earth. 

 

 

 

Dear Lord,  

We are so grateful for the promise of Jesus, who is our savior, the 

provider of our needs and our security. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Monday, November 29, 2021 

2 Peter 3:1-18 

 

 

Peter repeatedly addresses the recipients of this letter as “beloved.” 

He seeks to encourage them in their waiting for the coming of 

God. Peter also warns them not to be led astray. They may begin to 

despair, and those around them may disparage their hope. Waiting 

is hard. Peter encourages them in several particular ways. He tells 

them to be found by Christ in peace and to grow in the grace and 

knowledge of Christ.  

 

I think these are practical instructions. We are waiting for many 

things, great and small. In the big picture, we are waiting for the 

completion of our hope, when everything will be put right. On a 

smaller scale, we are also waiting daily for the fulfillment of 

personal aspirations in work, school, relationships, and family life.  

 

Waiting does not need to be a waste of time. In our waiting, we are 

invited to grow in the grace and knowledge of Christ. We can grow 

in the grace and knowledge of Christ through prayer, study, 

fellowship, and acts of service. Our times of waiting can be times 

of growth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, November 30, 2021 

2 Samuel 7:18-29 

 

This passage is titled "David's Prayer" wherein David asks God to 

honor the promises He made earlier. [v 25, 26] During the Advent 

Season, the obvious takeaway is God has fulfilled that promise 

with the birth of Jesus who told us to love our neighbor as 

ourselves and to love God most of all. 

 

The first words David asks of God are "Who am I" that you would 

do all this for me? This is a sentiment a lot of us can relate to. God 

has blessed us in so many ways, sometimes even when we fell we 

don't deserve it. Jesus taught us that God has forgiven us when 

we've sinned, has loved us, and will continue to love us no matter 

what. It is easy to feel unworthy of such an awesome blessing, to 

wonder how can we deserve something so so wondrous as God's 

eternal love? 

 

Who are we? We are God's children and God loves us very much. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 1, 2021 

Psalm 90 

       

Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. 

When we feel the power of anger, fear and face disasters we know 

that God is our refuge and strength during all the day long.  

So, during this Advent season, may we rejoice and be glad all our 

days, and let the beauty of the Lord, our God be upon us.  Walk 

humbly with our Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 2, 2021 

Luke 1:68-79 

 

Song of thanksgiving, Zechariah proclaiming the glistening 

fragments of light of Jesus unto the darkness. Zechariah‘s song is 

very much ours. We see the breaking of light on the horizon, and 

we wait for the full dawning. We find ourselves now in the in-

between, standing in that moment of the already and the not yet. 

This moment of already and not-yet is where we find ourselves 

most of the time. The dawning of the light must encourage us as 

we continue on, in our waiting and in our living. I think the key to 

understanding this comes by the perception that Zechariah‘s song 

is the essences of what the love of Jesus will be like.  Zechariah 

says that the Lord ―has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 

house of his servant David ...‖ So these words are about the 

Messiah. Let us lift our voices and rejoice with Zechariah in God‘s 

power and love. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 3, 2021 

Philippians 1:18b-26 

 

Even though there is dissention in the ranks (previous verses) Paul 

can rejoice as long as Christ is proclaimed, through his life or his 

death. Question: how can we rejoice in Christ even when things do 

not go well (ie, the current political climate)? 

 

He talks of it being far better to go and be with Christ (to die), but 

he is torn. He wonders if he can be of more use here on earth. Few 

of us agree with him that it would be better to go be with Christ 

now, but we want to hang on to life. And that's OK. Question: in 

what ways can Christ use us here and now, in this life? 

 

He says that it is "for your sake" it is better for me to stay and be 

with you (the Philippians). That speaks of our commitment to one 

another. I once heard this: "we are not here to see through one 

another, we are here to see one another through." Questions: how 

do we experience our commitment to one another? Is our faith 

simply, "me and Jesus," or is there an essential aspect of 

community involved in having faith? 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

     Saturday, December 4, 2021 

Malachi 4:1-6 

Preparing for the Day of the Lord 

 

These verses tell us to remain faithful to God and love others like 

His love for us.   With God goodness will shine in our hearts like 

the rays of the sun giving warmth in the cold winter.   In Him, evil 

and wickedness will disappear.   

 

We must prepare for the coming of His Son, Jesus Christ, the 

Messiah.  He is  ―God‘s gift of salvation.‖   Through him, we can 

be free from what has weighed us down as we repent our sins and 

ask for forgiveness and he will set us free. 

 

We should not be afraid for: 

peace will be restored by Jesus Christ who is the sun of 

righteousness.  In Him, the darkness will become light, the 

chaos will become peace,  the bullied and meek will 

become strong. 

We are worthy of forgiveness and restoration.  Praise the Lord and 

his Son, Jesus Christ. 

 

Prayer: 

Dear Lord,   

Please make us worthy of becoming your children.  Guide us to the 

light and bring peace to our heart.  Heal our brokenness and lift 

our spirit, ready to accept your Son as our Savior.   

Please hear our prayers.   Amen. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Second Week of Advent 
 

As we anticipate the peaceable kingdom, plan ways in which you 

can practice peace within yourself, your relationships, and your 

community.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Finding the Right Road  

Like many people, the Rev. Meg Shoeman needed time to find the 

right road, the right path for her life. 

Meg, who earned her M.Div. from Pittsburgh Theological 

Seminary in 2007, candidly confessed that hers has been a ―very 

long journey.‖ She left the ordination process after graduation and 

chose another career path because of the constitutional prohibition 

of gay and lesbian ordination. 

―After graduation, I started 

working at an animal shelter,‖ 

she said. ―I remember walking 

down the steps of the shelter one 

day and having this fleeting 

thought that church is a thing of 

my past. It was crushing.‖ 

Not long after, Meg reentered 

the ordination process under 

care of Market Square 

Presbyterian Church in her 

hometown of Harrisburg, 

Pennsylvania, and interned at Penn State Health‘s Hershey 

Medical Center. She later accepted a full-time call at Children‘s 

Hospital of Alabama in Birmingham, to which she was ordained in 

2018. 

Although the position was a great fit, the culture wasn‘t. A little 

more than a year later, Meg decided to return to Harrisburg.  

―I came back with the idea of seeking a call,‖ she said, ―but it 

didn‘t happen. COVID happened. Just to make some money, I was 

working part-time at a coffee shop, and also in a temporary 

pastoral position at the Market Square Church. When COVID shut 

https://www.marketsquarechurch.org/
https://www.marketsquarechurch.org/


 
 

the coffee shop down and I didn‘t have my normal source of 

income, that‘s when I knew I really needed some financial help.‖ 

The Rev. Cheryl Galan, interim executive presbyter for the 

Presbytery of Carlisle, was standing by.  ―When I learned that Meg 

was struggling financially, I could not imagine the stress she was 

under. I thought immediately of the Assistance Program of the 

Board of Pensions. Her circumstances made her an ideal candidate 

for an Emergency Assistance Grant.‖  

Now that the pressure on Meg to meet her basic living expenses 

has been alleviated, she intends to focus on discerning her next 

call. 

Throughout her journey, Meg said that in addition to her 

presbytery‘s active support and encouragement, the ―Merton 

Prayer‖ by Thomas Merton has also helped to keep her centered. In 

the prayer, Merton confessed to having no idea where he was 

going but knowing that God would lead him by the right road. 

Thanks, in large part, to the Christmas Joy Offering, Meg believes 

she is now on that road — the right road.  

―I am grateful for the generosity of Presbyterians, whose Christmas 

Joy offerings make it possible to provide support and sustenance to 

those like Meg, whom God has called,‖ said presbytery‘s interim 

executive. ―Such gifts bring essential peace of mind and 

demonstrate our gratitude for God‘s gift, in the Christ child.‖  

Please give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering, for when we 

all do a little — it adds up to a lot. 

Let us pray:  

Make the way plain that leads to your help, O God. Open the doors 

of hope in our lives. Amen. 

 

Please send your Christmas Joy Offering by Dec. 19, 2021. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 

https://www.pensions.org/your-path-to-wholeness/assistance-program
https://www.pensions.org/


 
 

Sunday, December 5, 2021 

Malachi 3:1-4 

 

Malachi 3:1-4 reminds us that Advent is not just a time of 

expectation and excitement of coming Christmas festivities, but of 

preparation. Preparation of our souls to meet the Lord anew. To 

purge the year‘s accumulated bad thoughts, misdeeds and 

wrongdoings and make ourselves ready to hear and accept God‘s 

will in our lives. The verse references the refiner using fire to drive 

out the impurities in silver and gold. So too, we are urged to wash 

ourselves free of sin, as the launderer scrubs away the stains with 

soap. It speaks of God‘s messenger of the covenant coming to 

prepare the way before the Lord. As John the Baptist foretells of 

the coming of Christ, Advent is the time to face our wrongdoings 

and seek the path to truth and righteousness that we may receive 

God‘s grace and forgiveness and so too, be reborn.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Monday, December 6, 2021 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

 

This has been another year filled with many challenges and 

changes as we have had to learn to live in a world where we trying 

to get back to our typical lives but still living with the fear and risk 

of Covid.  Besides that we have been dealing with all the other 

challenges of our lives.  As the time changes and the world is 

darker for longer periods of time many people‘s seasonal mental 

health issues become challenging.  This passage of Isaiah is a 

passage of comfort for the Lord‘s people.  For me, this verse 

reminds me of a warm fire, comfy blankets, and a cup of hot tea.  It 

reminds me of hugs from my daughter, holding hands with my 

husband and having a purring kitten on my lap.  I challenge you, 

this holiday season, to explore what blessings God has given you 

that give you comfort in your life, how you can use this comfort 

when you need it most, and how you can help be a comfort for 

others.   

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, December 7, 2021 

Isaiah 35:3-7 

 

This passage emphasizes the radical nature of God‘s work among 

humanity.  When the Lord appears, strange and marvelous things 

happen.  Desert turns to water.  This passage is a promise to drive 

out fear.  We are supposed to show the people that God is right 

here. Restorative justice is on its way. This promise of God‘s 

response, the command to proclaim that God is here right now and 

is working to make things right, focuses our attention on the need, 

in this place at this very moment, for restoration, repair, healing 

and transformation. Isaiah   35 represents the promise of the 

salvation of Israel.  We are afraid many times in our lives.  But we 

can take hope in this promise too.  God is here and has already sent 

his Son for our salvation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 8, 2021 

Psalm 126 

 

This Psalm describes the feelings of recently released captives as 

they return to Zion. They are pinching themselves to wake up from 

what seems like a dream. They are laughing and singing on their 

way back home. They acknowledge God‘s saving power. Even the 

pagans remark on what God has done for the Jews. The captives 

are free and want everyone to know that it is because of God‘s 

salvation. 

It would be another five centuries or so, before God would reveal 

his saving grace yet again. We look forward to this annual renewal 

and commemoration of God‘s saving grace as revealed in the life, 

teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus. Halleluiah! Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 9, 2021 

Isaiah  12:2-6 

 

This is a hymn of praise to God and a hymn of thanksgiving. God 

is our salvation and we are to share that and  sing his praises, for 

He is with us. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 10, 2021 

Amos 8:4-12 

 

Amos 8:11 (KJV) 

I will send a famine on the land, not a famine of bread, nor 

a thirst for water, but of hearing the words of the LORD: Most 

people think the worst kind of famine is a famine of bread, but 

Amos reminded Israel that the worst kind of famine is a famine… 

of hearing the words of the LORD.  

Notice carefully the nature of this famine. It is not a lack of 

God‘s Word, but a famine… of hearing the words of the LORD. 

―The condition described is that of being deaf to the words of 

Jehovah, not able to hear them. It is not a case of God withholding 

His revelation; but of people being in such a state that they do not 

see it, do not hear the words‖ (Morgan).  

It is true that there may come times where there is a famine 

of God‘s Word, either through neglect or unfaithfulness. But that 

isn‘t what Amos meant here. This was a problem with the hearer, 

not with the preacher. The preacher may have his own problems 

and the hearer as well may have his.  

1 Thessalonians 2:13 describes the right way to hear the 

Word of God: When you received the word of God which you 

heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of men, but as it is 

in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who 

believe.  

―We may question ourselves, whether we feed enough on 

God‘s Word. If we would grow strong, we must feed, not on 

condiments and sweetmeats, not on tit-bits and scraps, not on 



 
 

versicles and pious sentences; but on the strong meat of the Word, 

on the doctrines, histories, types of Scripture. Oh for more hunger 

and thirst for these!‖ (Meyer)  

Since it is true that man does not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that proceeds from the mouth of God (Matthew 4:4), 

then it is true that a famine of hearing God‘s Word is ultimately 

worse than a famine of bread.  

from David Guzik (Enduring Word)  

   

We have all departed from that total plan in different ways, and 

each of us wants to make out that his own modification of the 

original plan is the plan itself. You will find this again and again 

about anything that is really Christian: everyone is attracted by 

bits of it and wants to pick out those bits and leave the rest. That is 

why we do not get much further: and that is why people who are 

fighting for quite opposite things can both say they are fighting for 

Christianity. 

C. S. Lewis (Mere Christianity) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Saturday, December 11, 2021 

Luke 1:57-66 

 

The Birth of John the Baptist 

Never doubt! 

Zacharias doubted when God told him he would have a son and 

was struck mute.  However, as God had promised to Zacharias and 

Elizabeth, when the time came for her to be delivered…she 

brought forth a son.  Despite his unbelief, God‘s Word was now 

being accomplished.   

Zacharias and Elizabeth then followed what God had revealed to 

them, to name the child John.  The news spread about what had 

happened to Zacharias and Elizabeth, and people began to 

wonder “What kind of child will this be?”   

John means, ―God has been gracious‖ which is exactly what God 

had been to Elizabeth and Zacharias in giving them a son. God‘s 

gift to them also foreshadows the gift of God‘s Son which would 

be revealed to the world through the ministry of John. 

 

Dear God, let us never doubt.  Amen 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Third Week of Advent 
 

As we continue the season of Advent, ponder what or whom fills you 

with gladness. Cherish the people, places, and practices that fill you joy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Reaching for the Stars 

For Sarah Valentina Hernandez 

Solache (SO-LA-CHAY), the 

colorful city of Zitácuaro (ZEE-TA-

QUARO) in the highlands of 

Mexico — where millions of 

Monarch butterflies bathe the fields 

and forests in a sea of orange during 

their annual migration — was, and 

always will be, home. But, despite 

its beauty, Sarah readily admits that 

it simply wasn‘t a safe environment 

for her. 

―I had an amazing childhood there,‖ 

said Sarah, who was raised 

Presbyterian in her local church. ―Mexico is beautiful, with the 

best climate and the best food ever. But it is also a really dangerous 

country.‖ 

The ongoing violence against young girls that terrorized her 

community while she was growing up was one of the primary 

reasons her parents decided to send her, like her older sister before 

her, to pursue her education in the U.S. at the Presbyterian Pan 

American School in Kingsville, Texas. Established in 1911, the 

school is an international, college-preparatory, boarding school 

related to the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) that motivates and 

equips young people for lives of Christian leadership in the global 

community. 

―We met the school thanks to our church, which has a relationship 

with Pan Am,‖ Sarah said, referring to her alma mater by its 

common nickname. ―They send scholarship award letters to people 

all over Mexico.‖ 



 
 

The experience was life-changing and transformative. Both sisters 

are now distinguished graduates of Pan Am. Sarah is a pre-med 

student on a full scholarship at Schreiner University in Kerrville, 

Texas, and her sister is a Houston-based architect.  

―Coming to Pan Am and to this Christian community is where I 

actually found myself and my faith, and where I knew that I loved 

God,‖ she said. ―I found my blessing here.‖ 

Gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering help Presbyterian-related 

schools and colleges equipping communities of color, like Pan 

Am, prepare young people to become leaders in the Church and the 

world. 

―The generous people who give to Christmas Joy give us 

scholarships and the opportunity to continue our education in the 

United States,‖ she said. ―I will always be grateful for that. But 

beyond that, they have also given us a lot of hope. All of the things 

I always dreamed about, thanks to them, they are making me feel 

like it can actually happen.‖ 

The president of Pan Am, Dr. Gordon A. Govens, states, ―Through 

the sharing of the Christmas Joy Offering — and prayers — every 

student receives the gift of reaching his or her full potential.‖ In 

other words, with our gifts to this offering, hope turns into dreams. 

Dreams turn into reality. And all of a sudden, those stars are within 

reach.  

Please give generously. When we all do a little, it can add up to a 

lot.  

Let us pray:  

Through your Son, you open to us a door. As we cross the 

threshold into relationship with God and with one another, we 

rejoice and give thanks for opportunities to live as your people. 

Amen. 

Please send your Christmas Joy Offering by Dec. 19, 2021. 

For more info visit http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/christmasjoy 



 
 

Sunday, December 12, 2021 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 

14 Sing, O daughter of Zion!  Shout, O Israel!  Be glad and rejoice 

with all your heart, O daughter of Jerusalem!  15 The Lord has 

taken away your judgments, he has cast out your enemy.  The King 

of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you shall see disaster no more. 

16 In that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: ―Do not fear; Zion, let 

not your hands be weak. 17 The Lord your God in your midst, The 

Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness, He 

will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with 

singing.‖ 

 

18 ―I will gather those who sorrow over the appointed assembly, 

who are among you, to whom its reproach is a burden.  19 Behold, 

at that time I will deal with all who afflict you; I will save the 

lame, and gather those who were driven out; I will appoint them 

for praise and fame in every land where they were put to shame.   

 

20 At that time I will bring you back, even at the time I gather you; 

for I will give you fame and praise among all the peoples of the 

earth, when I return your captives before your eyes,‖ Says the 

Lord. 

 

What does this text speak of at Advent? 

 

To sing and shout it out.  That a confidence of victory or triumph.  

Rejoice with all are heart.  That this joy is only for God‘s people. 

Removed His judgments.  The security of His presence and the 

comfort of His love. He will gather all those who were driven out 

and will give them fame and praise among all the peoples of the 

earth. That the Christmas gift of Christ was God‘s plan, and have 

we begun to understand the riches of our salvation and the depths 

of His grace? 



 
 

Monday, December 13, 2021 

Hebrews 13:7-17 

 

Early on in this passage we are reminded: ―Jesus Christ is the same 

yesterday and today and forever.‖  I think this statement is 

appropriate for Advent because as we participate in the waiting for 

Christ‘s birth, we also know the rest of the story; we know of the 

crucifixion and the resurrection.  The baby in the manger is also 

the broken man on the cross and the Christ who sits at the right 

hand of God, the creator.  I think that it helps to keep the whole 

timeline in perspective as we approach December 25
th

.  And how 

do we praise God for this gift?  As the passage says, ―Do not 

neglect  to do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices 

are pleasing to God‖ 

 

Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for the gift of Jesus.  Help us to feel 

your presence as we walk through Advent. Show us ways to do 

good and share what we have.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, December 14, 2021 

Isaiah  11:1-9 

 

These verses not only tell us about the fact that Jesus was 

prophesied to come to us but also about the future we would have 

under his reign. The latter section of the verses assures us that we 

shall see peace between those who have always been enemies, 

offering us hope for the future. The beginning section tells us that 

Christ will not come to judge us in the ways that we often judge 

ourselves or others. He will not judge us by what we wear or how 

others perceive our value. How we stand socially or our prestige in 

society will not matter to his judgment. His goal is to judge us with 

righteousness and equity. In today‘s world we often see those 

values defined by those who fail to follow these paths or define 

what they want those terms to mean in view of their own interests.  

Therefore, let us look at the definition of those words in these 

verses.   

Righteousness means the quality of being morally right. Synonyms 

include: 

goodness · virtue ·virtuousness · uprightness · decency · integrity · 

worthiness · rectitude · morality · ethicalness · highmindedness ·  

justice · honesty · honor · honorableness · innocence ·  

blamelessness · guiltlessness · irreproachability · sinlessness ·  

saintliness · purity · nobility · noble-mindedness · piety · piousness 

 

Equity means fairness or justice in the way people are treated. 

The Bible provides us plenty of examples of how we are to live to 

these standards, going back to Christ‘s fundamental statement of 

―Love your neighbor as yourself.‖ During this Advent season we  

https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+goodness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+virtue&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+virtuousness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+uprightness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+decency&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+integrity&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+worthiness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+rectitude&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+morality&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+high-mindedness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+justice&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+honesty&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+honor&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+honorableness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+innocence&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+blamelessness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+guiltlessness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+irreproachability&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+sinlessness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+saintliness&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+purity&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+nobility&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+piety&FORM=DCTRQY
https://www.bing.com/search?q=define+piousness&FORM=DCTRQY


 
 

 

 

are called as Christians to live to these standards, independent of 

how the world or society sees or wishes to define them.  To love 

one another with openness, acceptance, and piety.  We are to avoid 

our own narrow definitions and labels, recognizing that in God‘s 

eyes, all are equal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 15, 2021 

Luke 7:31-35 

 

Some Pharisees and Sadducees willfully rejected Jesus when he 

came to them with the Good News of the Kingdom of God.  Jesus 

literally belittles them; he likens them to children who complain 

when others won‘t play their games and do as they say.  He points 

out that they also criticized John the Baptist for fasting and not 

drinking wine, while he was criticized for eating, drinking, and 

associating with sinners.  We are told that you can tell who is right, 

those who rejected Jesus or those who followed his teachings, by 

the way they live their lives and how it affects others.  

Christmas gives us a chance to think about how we live our lives 

and how we treat others.  It gives us a time to rededicate ourselves 

to following Jesus‘ teachings to love God and treat others as we 

would want them to treat us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 16, 2021 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 

 

I think this passage is one of the high points of the Old Testament.  Ever 

wonder what it might take for humanity to “stop its warring madness” 

rather than enter into yet another conflict? To live in harmony with the 

rest of the Creation rather than at odds with and exploiting each other?  

For our lives to be marked by joy, contentment, and righteousness 

rather than anxiety and what-ifs?  

Jeremiah’s prophecy here assures us that the Lord is already in the 

process of bringing righteousness to all of the earth and that a new time 

is coming. This time, unlike that with the brokenness we know all too 

well will be full of knowing the Lord.  That knowledge will be written on 

our hearts.  All of us, “from the least to the greatest,” will live in God’s 

grace like fish do in water.  Faithful living won’t be a struggle, no longer 

something that we succeed in only sometimes. We will finally be ready 

to live in God’s image whose grace makes it possible. Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Friday, December 17, 2021 

Isaiah 42:10-18 

 

The prophet joyfully declares that the Lord desires relationship 

with all who will follow; their way will be illuminated and their 

path made smooth.  The Lord‘s time of patient waiting is over and 

the time of engagement is at hand.  Those who follow will not be 

forsaken; all others will be utterly shamed.   

 

The Lord offers hope freely to all who will follow.  Through 

Advent we see this as the coming of Christ, sent to show the way.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Saturday, December 18, 2021 

Luke 13:31-35 

 

In this Advent season, this passage presents a challenge to us. 

Normal, we spend this time in preparation for the birth. The ideals 

of joy, hope and peace are ever present both in passages as well as 

music. We focus heavily on expecting the Savior to come, and 

well, save us. But, in this season, we must also remember why his 

birth is so important.  

This passage starts with a warning to Jesus. But Christ 

rebukes that threat. In a similar way, we all fall short and 

occasionally put his ministry aside. We focus on the materialistic 

nature of the season, we overlook those less fortunate, and even 

become selfish in our own desires.  Even in the midst of this 

behavior, Christ is ever present and always working on bringing 

the Kingdom to fruition. He continues to ―drive out demons and 

heal people.‖ It is that steadfast mission that brings us hope. It is 

His ultimate sacrifice for us that causes us to look forward to his 

birth with great anticipation.  

As this season‘s festivities moves into full swing, 

remember that Christ is always present. He is seeking to heal those 

in need, provide shelter and bring forth the Kingdom of God 

through our actions. As we go about our daily lives, we too should 

work to emulate his ministry. That is the hope and the joy that his 

birth brings! 

 

Almighty God, thank you for keeping your promise by 

sending Jesus Christ to save us. In this season, help us discover 

how we can be more Christ-like.  In your name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fourth Week of Advent 
 

As we approach Christmas day, give time and space to dwell with those 

whose love has sustained you. Give thanks for them.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

When Home is a World Away 

At first, nothing about Stillman 

College reminded Johnykqua 

[Jon-e-kwa] Bevans and 

Rayondre [Ray-on-dray] (Ray) 

Roberts of their home on the 

tropical island of Grand 

Bahama: not Alabama, not the 

food, not their classmates and 

not the as-yet unfamiliar 

Presbyterian tradition in which 

the college is steeped.  

But then there was the choir.  

Stillman‘s nationally-renowned 

concert choir — and the 

college‘s president, Dr. Cynthia 

Warrick — were powerful draws, inviting Johnykqua and Ray to 

transcend the many differences between their contrasting cultures to 

claim the joy and promise of the music of their shared Christian heritage. 

Stillman College, situated in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, was founded in 1876 

by Presbyterians led by the Rev. Dr. Charles Allen Stillman, pastor of 

First Presbyterian Church of Tuscaloosa, to become a training school for 

African American ministers. Today, with its expanded mandate and 

mission, the college is ―committed to fostering academic excellence, to 

providing opportunities for diverse populations, and to maintaining a 

strong tradition of preparing students for leadership and service by 

fostering experiential learning and community engagement designed to 

equip and empower Stillman‘s students and its constituents.‖ 

https://stillman.edu/
https://stillman.edu/


 
 

Our gifts to the Christmas Joy Offering help Stillman provide 

scholarships to its gifted and promising students.  

Johnykqua said that she became even more grateful to the PC(USA) after 

Hurricane Dorian hit Grand Bahama late in the summer of 2019, 

devastating their island home. Both students lost family members in the 

disaster while they were away at school. They were embraced and 

supported by their classmates, faculty, staff and administration until they 

could return home to be with family, which the college made possible for 

them to do over Christmas. 

When the college president became aware of the devastation affecting 

these students‘ families, she contacted the Presbyterian Mission Agency. 

The agency responded with additional financial assistance to help cover 

costs not included in the students‘ scholarships. This assistance from 

PC(USA) has enabled Johnykqua and Ray to mature as young adults in 

the safety of the college as their families in Grand Bahama work to 

recover their stability after a first hit by the hurricane, then hit again by 

the pandemic. 

―Thank you to the Presbyterian Church for coming to our aid,‖ said 

Johnykqua. 

Now both students are looking forward to the future. Their dreams are 

now more than possible thanks to the gifts of generous Presbyterians. 

―I think a lot of people may not realize how many lives they can affect 

just by their support,‖ Ray said. ―It‘s a simple fact when they give 

students a scholarship, especially those students who are really in need, 

it‘s the best thing that could happen to them. It changes their lives.‖ 

Yes, indeed — our gifts can help change lives. And when we all do a 

little, it adds up to a lot. 

Let us pray:  

God of expanding grace, open the doors to relationships that grow and 

ministries that connect in new places and in new ways. May we expand, 

not ourselves, but our sense of community. Amen. 

https://specialofferings.pcusa.org/offering/christmas-joy/


 
 

 

A Gift Opens Doors — Proverbs 18:16 

The Perfect Gift 

In the story of God, as we tell it, there is a barrier that exists between the 

Created world and its Creator. A wall. Sin, we say, separates us from 

God, and separation from God is unbearable.   

And our story goes on to say that God, seeing that we had no hope in 

ourselves of getting over, or through or around what separates us, offered 

us a gift in Jesus Christ who opens a door — a door we could not open 

ourselves.   

What a gift!  

But the story goes on to say that Jesus is the perfect gift; not only 

opening a door but coming through it. Our story says God is with us.   

In Jesus, God joined with humanity, pointing the way to the end of our 

separation. And in his life, death and resurrection, so our story of God 

goes, Jesus is the door, now standing open. The giving continues because 

God is with us, still — and always.   

Because being with us is part of God‘s story, being with others is part of 

our call.   

The Christmas Joy Offering opens doors of opportunity for the leaders 

who are shaped and supported through our gifts — doors that lead to 

hopeful futures for young people at Presbyterian-related schools and 

colleges equipping communities of color. Our gifts open doors that lead 

to relief for church workers and their families when emergency needs 

arise. 



 
 

Proverbs, a book of wisdom sayings, states that it‘s a person‘s gift that 

opens doors. As we give generously to the Christmas Joy Offering, we 

seek to not only meet needs, but to meet people, to come through the 

door that generosity opens. We open the door to celebrate ―God with 

us!‖ We open the door with each and every student who will soon inspire 

and lead the world. We open the door with each and every church worker 

who helps us share God‘s story 

with the world.   

The story of God, as we tell it, is 

not about a barrier, but about a 

gift. It‘s not about the separation, 

but about the gift of ―being with.‖ 

Please give generously to the 

Christmas Joy Offering, in 

celebration of God‘s perfect gift to 

us. Give because it brings us 

together, to open doors of relief 

and opportunity and to 

relationships that are part of God‘s 

story, a part of God‘s perfect gift 

to us.   

 

Let us pray:  

God, with us, we are grateful for your perfect gift, Jesus Christ. May we 

learn, through your open door to us, to be open to others and offer 

ourselves to those in need. Amen.  

 

 

Please bring your Christmas Joy Offering to church tomorrow, 

December 19, 2021 or send it to Faith Presbyterian Church, 5075 

Campanile Dr, San Diego, CA 92115. 



 
 

Sunday, December 19, 2021 

Micah 5:2-5a 

 

The subtitle to this text is ―A Promised Ruler from Bethlehem‖.   

Micah was a prophet during the reigns of King Jotham, Ahaz and 

Hezekiah during the early 7
th

 and 8
th

 centuries.  It was a 

tumultuous time for Israel and Judah as Assyrians invaded the 

region.  There was also a cultural shift as Judah‘s economy 

expanded and shifted from a barter society to a more mercantile 

culture, where currency was traded for goods.  What is intact is 

God‘s promise that the covenant with Israel is secure and 

trustworthy, even though it may come to pass in an unconventional 

fashion. 

 

The new ruler will be from the line of David, and the small, 

unassuming Bethlehem, will take its‘ place in history.   He will not 

exercise military might, as the Assyrians did, but his message of 

peace and one who provides for his people as a shepherd.   

Micah encourages us to look at our lives in a different way.  The 

uncertainty of economic stability, violence, food insecurity and 

marginalizing certain populations is with us, as it was in the 8
th

 

century. 

 

Micah‘s oracle serves as reinforcement that God‘s covenant is 

steadfast, yet the fulfillment is not always predictable.  The season 

of Advent is to prepare to be astonished.  To expect the 

unexpected, a child born in a manger, as there was no room in the 

inn.   

 

 

 

 



 
 

Monday, December 20, 2021 

Psalm 113 

 

The Hebrew name for the Book of Psalms is the Book of Praises 

and clearly this particular psalm follows in that line.  Praise, prayer 

and worship are key elements of its content. 

While the psalm begins with praising the name of the Lord, it 

quickly begins to focus on praise of the Lord Himself. The entire 

book uses the word ―blessed‖ as a major focus and this psalm 

begins with a reminder that ―blessed be the name of the Lord‖.  We 

are reminded that God is to be praised in a very universal way---

from east to west and from dawn to dusk. He can do all things with 

and for all people.  God is there for people in need and is higher 

than anything and anyone.  Nothing can compare with our God---

Praise the Lord! 

 

 

Gracious God---For all the blessings you have given us and 

especially for the gift of Advent, we are truly grateful. Although we 

don’t always remember to express it, we praise and adore you, 

from dawn to dusk. Thank you!  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Tuesday, December 21, 2021 

Romans 8:18-30 

 

Waiting for God 

This has been an especially difficult two years, and we are waiting 

for the pandemic to be over.  We have experienced much division 

and violence in our nation, and we are waiting for things to calm 

down. 

Paul, in his letter to the Romans, reminds them and us that, as 

Christians, we wait hopefully and patiently for that future day 

when sin, death and all the worldly woes that cause us so much 

pain and grief will all disappear.  We wait for that new world that 

will share in the glorious freedom from sin which we, as God‘s 

children, enjoy. 

The Hebrew people had been waiting for hundreds of years for the 

promised Messiah.  His entrance into the world brought the 

amazing message of God‘s love and redemption. 

We no longer wait – we celebrate! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 22, 2021 

Luke 1:46-55 

 

      During the holiday season it is nice to be reminded that God 

fulfills his promises, which is the true reason to be joyful. God 

made a promise to send a Savior, one that he fulfilled more than 

2000 years ago. This passage of praise reminds us of the type of 

Savior and gift that was sent: a great shepherd, a servant leader, 

who is there to save ALL of us through grace.  

       In this Advent season, we must remember to emulate Christ‘s 

leadership by having a servant‘s heart. We could try to follow the 

Shepard-king by helping someone who is going through a difficult 

time or by providing comfort to those less fortunate. This message 

has never been more important than over the last two years as so 

many have suffered and continue to suffer hardship and loss 

throughout the pandemic. If it feels overwhelming to consider all 

those in need or suffering, remember that your time and 

willingness to listen to one‘s story is so healing and often one of 

the best gifts that is rarely received. 

       Finally, this passage gives us hope by reminding us of Christ‘s 

mercy and grace. As we navigate this Christmas season, let‘s do so 

joyously as we remember that Christ is the true ―reason for the 

season.‖  Through him, we can find hope, peace, and direction for 

our servant hearts.   

 

Lord God, thank you for keeping your promise by sending Jesus 

Christ to us. Help us to have a servant heart so we can help others 

and show them Your grace and love. In the stressfulness of the 

season, help us to find peace and hope through Christ. In your 

name, Amen. 

 

 

 



 
 

Thursday, December 23, 2021 

Micah 4:6-8 

 

“Blessings from the Least Likely” 

 

Micah prophesied in the southern kingdom of Judah probably 

between 700 and 650 B.C, a contemporary of Isaiah and Hosea. 

Their prophecies predicted judgment for the people‘s apostasy but 

offered hope for restoration. Micah‘s brief book contains three 

such cycles of judgment and restoration.  

 

Before considering the passage assigned for today, let us recall 

three more famous passages. Micah 4:1-5, almost identical to 

Isaiah 2:1-4, predicts the time when nations will beat their swords 

into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Micah 5:2 is 

the prophecy that out of lowly Bethlehem would come the ruler 

over Israel, which is quoted in Matthew 2:6, when the Magi came 

to Jerusalem looking for the birth of the royal ruler. Micah 6:6-8 is 

the most famous passage: ―He has shown you, O man … what the 

Lord requires of you: to act justly, to love mercy, and to walk 

humbly with your God.‖ 

 

I would like to focus on just one sentence from our passage. ―I will 

gather the lame … I will make the lame my remnant‖ (vs. 6, 7). 

The remnant is a very important concept in OT prophecy. Isaiah, 

predicting devastation, said that when the trees are totally cut down 

a stump will be left, ―so the holy seed will be left in the stump‖ 

(Isa. 6:13). Robert Schuller said that ―It‘s not what you have lost 

but what you have left that matters.‖  

 

The simple truth of this passage is that however devastating our 

loss may seem, there is a remnant (even the lame), and from the 

remnant comes God‘s blessing. To me this is most clearly stated in 

the climax of Romans 8: ―Who shall separate us from the love of 

Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or 

nakedness or danger or sword? As it is written: ―For your sake we 



 
 

face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be 

slaughtered‖ (vs. 35, 36). Whatever loss you may be facing, there 

is a remnant, and a blessing will come from the least likely place, 

even Bethlehem! 

 

Prayer: Faithful God, strengthen our faith that, whatever we are 

facing, you are at work through the remnant to bring new blessing 

into our lives. In the name of him whose birth in Bethlehem we 

celebrate. Amen. 

 

        

 By Robert Plimpton 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ – December 24, 2021 
 

Christ shows us the way of hope, peace, joy, and love in our daily 

relationships, community, and world.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 24, 2021 

Christmas Eve 

Luke 2:1-20 

 

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,  

and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”  

Luke 2:14 (NIV)  

 

 

It is difficult to fathom what it would be like to experience what 

these shepherds experienced. How many angels constitute a 

multitude? The shepherds were given the profound privilege of 

being among the first to hear the good news of great joy about the 

Savior of the world.  

When the multitude of the heavenly host sang, ―Glory to God in 

the highest heaven…‖ they powerfully communicated the end for 

which God created the world. The Westminster Confession 

eloquently states, ―The chief end of man is to glorify God and 

enjoy him forever.‖ When we see the world in this context, 

everything is put into its proper place. Christ was born to glorify 

God. Christ died to glorify God. Christ saves us to bring glory to 

God.  

When God is glorified by man‘s willing worship and obedience, 

then there is peace on earth. True and lasting peace comes from the 

experience of the favor of God to save us for himself, reconciling 

us to himself and one another by the sacrifice of His beloved Son. 

    by Natalie Regoli (from ConnectUs)  

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

―Watch out! Everything’s at stake! Either science 

or the greatest delusion!” Right now I stand before you as a 

Sunday school teacher before little children, who’s supposed to 

tell something that even a child in the age of four could 

understand: “The world was lost, Christ is born: 

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christianity!” 

From Karl Barth 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Wednesday, December 25, 2021 

Christmas Day 

John 1:1-14 

 

The Gospel of John begins with a lofty, cosmic, Genesis-like 

introduction, ―In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was 

with God and the Word was God.‖ The introduction continues 

with, ―and the Word became flesh.‖ The Gospel of John begins by 

speaking of the mystery of the Incarnation. Incarnation is a Latin 

word for becoming ―flesh.‖ Greek has another, similar word, sarx, 

for becoming ―bodied.‖ 
 

So, the Gospel of John begins by saying that God‘s very Word has 

become bodied. As lofty as the Gospel of John‘s introduction 

seems to be, really, it is saying that God has become with us, as 

one of us. The Word has become bodied and has moved into our 

neighborhood. 
 

In the fourth century, the church father, Ambrose of Milan, said, 

―If [Christ] lacked anything as a man, then he did not redeem all.‖ 

The point being that, yes, Christ has become fully human and has 

redeemed all.  
 

Think about this. In the Old Testament, Moses at the burning bush 

was told to take off his shoes because he stood on holy ground (Ex. 

3:5). In the New Testament, the Incarnation means that all ground 

is holy because God not only made it but walked on it, ate and 

slept and worked and died on it. If we are saved anywhere, we are 

saved here. And what is saved is not some thin version of our 

bodies and the earth. But, rather, what is saved is our bodies and 

the earth.  
 

So, on this Christmas day, here is our thought for the day. There is 

not a chasm that separates us from God. God has become with us, 

as one of us, making each of us, all of us, and everything around us 

holy, filled with the presence of God.   



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Happy and blessed Christmas to all! 


