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What is Spiritual Direction and why might
one consider this adventure with God?
As you move to a new or renewed openness
with God, you might choose to walk with a
companion to guide and encourage you.
A set apart time on a regular basis to meet
with your companion (spiritual director) to reflect on your life, your prayers, your dreams,
your reading of scripture and other valued
texts and your experience of God in all of this.
From the Bible we learned of God’s immediate and living presence with God’s people.
We are God’s people today claiming that experience for ourselves.
I will look forward to sharing more information with you if this has piqued your interest
or curiosity.
May we be God’s people as we seek to listen
for our call and what that leads us to do and
be.
Mary Elva Smith

From Mary Elva Smith

Surely God is in this place, Holy Ground!

We are people of faith and hope and love, and the
greatest of these is love …
Christianity is the community we belong to;
though precisely what that means at any moment
has many variables and several constants. The
constants include a strong belief in God’s love ~
abundant and boundless, a trinitarian understanding of God’s being ~ creator, son and holy spirit,
and a sense of mystery ~ wonder, imagination, awe
beyond understanding. Spirituality in a Christian
context embraces many elements of the tradition.
It expands beyond the limits of the Reformed tradition to include older roots, to learn from other faith
traditions and to consider other cultural insights.
Spirituality ~ a journey toward God ~ a desire
to be filled ~ a passion for the holy ~ a need to be
connected and responsive to creatures and creation
~ stewards ~ not because we ought but because we
are God’s and God has caught and called us.
Practicing Spirituality includes listening silences,
prayer, meditation, reading scripture, discerning
God’s leading, walking with a companion (director), and living responsibly on this planet today.
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Know that the Lord is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep
of his pasture
Psalm 100:3 (NRSV)

DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME ENDS
NOVEMBER 7th at 2:00AM
Volume XXV11 Number 11

Current In-person
Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups

Sanctuary
Flowers
for 2021

Book Study

Tuesday Evenings
FPC, Room #2 at 7:00pm

Tuesday Eves

Every Other Tuesday
No Meetings in November
FPC, Library at 7:00pm

There are 2 openings for Sanctuary Flower arrangements of 2021. on November
28th and December 26th. The Flower
Chart for 2021 is hanging in the narthex,
and awaiting your signups. The current
cost is $75. Don't forget to fill out one of
the pink slips right next to the chart, so
Lou knows how you want the dedication
to read. The Deacons break the large
bouquets down for distribution to the
shut-ins, so be sure to let Lou know your
intentions there as well. Checks should
be made out to Faith Presbyterian Church
Deacons.

Bible Study

Wednesdays at Noon
FPC, Room #2
12:00pm - 1:00pm

Women’s Circle

First Thursday this Month
November 4th
FPC, Room #3 at 10:00am

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
November 20th
FPC, Library at 4:00pm

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling.
Please contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email
at esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for
her to meet you in the church parking lot.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs

This Is Us
Faith Presbyterian Church gathers in the College Area from all across San Diego. We
desire to embody beloved community. We are diverse. We are people of color, white,
gay, straight, married, single, parents, old, young, and with various abilities. We share a
common life characterized by concern for justice, delight in education, and excellence
in music through all stages of life. We carry living traditions with us as we grow in faith,
with the triune God as our best expression.
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Kate Cameron - 8th
Shoana Sikorski - 10th
Michelle Crownhart - 11th
Rick Tobin - 13th
Joe Rodriguez - 14th
Heidi Modrusan - 16th
Nancy Flynn - 21st
Beverly Martyn - 27th

th ly
i
a
F
i
m
Fa
Life
DATES TO REMEMBER

November 7th - Holiday Mission Fair
November 11th - Veterans’ Day, Office is Closed
November 14th - Stewardship Sunday and
Congregational Meeting
November 14th - Deacons Meeting - 11:00am
November 17th - Session Meeting
November 18th - Newsletter Deadline
November 25th - Thanksgiving Holiday, Office is Closed
November 28th - First Sunday in Advent
Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

N
O
V
E
M
B
E
R

14

th

The

m
a
e
r
Ice C S

ocial

Advent is the time each year in which we
anticipate the birth of Jesus. During an
often busy and frenetic season, it’s a way
to slow down and contemplate Christ’s
presence in our lives and in our world.
We’ll observe Advent as a community in many ways, including Advent wreath, using purple
as the liturgical color, the Christmas choir concert and worship services. Additionally,
many in the congregation also follow traditions in their homes, such as daily devotionals,
Advent calendars, and time daily apart from everything else in thought and prayer.
Advent starts on Sunday, November 28.
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Financial Report 09/30/2021
Envelope Offering for September 2021 was $19,485.60
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2021 is $20,431.67 per month

Per Capita:
For the month of September the church only
received $80.00 Per Capita payments from
church members.

Per Capita as of 09/30/2021

Budget
% of Per Capita

(Please see Per Capita chart, only 44% of church
members have paid Per Capita)
Please pay your Per Capita, it is $40.00 per member.
2021 Per Capita Assessment is $6,545.44

Summary
Total Per Capita
$6,545
Collected as of 09/30/2021
$2,850

44%

Thank you for sending your pledges and donations by mail!
You make the ministries of the church possible.
Borders and Belonging
A Series in Ruth
September-November 2021
The story of Ruth is a story for our times. It is a drama of grief and love and prejudice and promise during a
time of manifold upheavals. Glenn Jordan has observed, “This short narrative features those who are forced
to migrate to another country because of poverty or famine and therefore encourages communities to face the
question of what constitutes national identity and belonging.”

SERMONS FOR NOVEMBER

November 7th Pastor Sam

Love Beyond Law

Ruth 4:1-12

November 14th Pastor Sam

A New Beginning

Ruth 4:13-22

(Mission Fair)

(Stewardship Sunday)

November 21st Guest Preacher
November 28th Pastor Sam
Unspeakable Hope

(First Sunday of Advent)

Luke 1:5-25

We have online services to help grow your faith:
https://faithchurchsandiego.org/sermons-2/

We have weekly in-person Bible studies to help grow your faith
The Bible study with Pastor Sam is on Wednesdays at noon in Room #2.
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Helen Musil celebrated her 100th birthday! October 9th, 2021

Helen Musil

Sunday School News

On Sunday mornings, the children will gather in Room #2
for a lesson and activity. The children can be dropped off before the worship service begins, starting at 9:20am. They will stay together until the worship service ends. All ages will be together, from
potty-trained 3-year-olds to 12-year-olds. Masks will be required and the children will be placed at
a safe distance apart. The children will be dropped off at and picked up directly from Sunday School
which means there will be no Sermon on the Steps or dismissal of the children during the worship
service (for now). For any questions or concerns, please contact Jill Gustafson.

Mission Fair

IT’S BACK!!! Yes, we will have our
annual Holiday Mission Fair again this
year! Sunday, November 7, in the
Faith Family Center after worship you
are all invited to come and start your
Christmas shopping early.
Things will look a little different--a few less community groups this
time and our crafts will be different.
Same company, but they now select
the items, package them in a kit and
we pay for them up front. So I can’t
guarantee what we will get, but all of
the items are lovely so should be fun.
Watch for more information to come.
And yes, of course,
EVERYONE WILL BE MASKED IN THE
ROOM.
Nancy Harber

Sunday, November 7th
Faith Family Center
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Hello FPC Members,
Happy Fall to each of you. The preschool is enjoying the cooler weather and looking forward
to the Fall/Winter holidays.
The teachers have been busy developing their
play-based learning curriculum by creating
provocations for learning. Provocations are designed for the children to explore and wonder
by using materials provided by the teachers.
In early childhood education, the term Provocation is derived directly from the practices of
the Reggio Emilia-inspired approach. The basis
of Reggio Emilia is to encourage intellectual
exploration through a variety of means.
One of the most crucial aspects of a provocation is that there is no wrong outcome of a
provocation. They are open-ended points for
children to investigate and learn more independently.
College Park Preschool is committed to a playbased; an exploratory curriculum that supports
the way young children learn best.
We hope you enjoy the season.
Best,
Nancy McGeath
Director
College Park Preschool
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adapted from James Martin’s book
Between Heaven and Mirth

invitations into gratitude
First, consider individuals. Think of people who give you joy: spouses, children and family members,
boyfriends or girlfriends, friends, work colleagues, fellow members of your church or community
group. Give thanks.
Second, consider experiences. Include big things like having a child, enjoying good friendship, or
being part of a loving family. But don’t overlook more seemingly ordinary events like refreshing vacation, a good night’s sleep, even a fun night out with a friend. Give thanks.
Third, consider ways you are invited to grow. Perhaps you are grateful for something that educated
or challenged you, like a provocative book, film, play, or conversation. Perhaps you saw a documentary that helped you better understand something in a fresh and deeper way. Give thanks.
Fourth, consider explicitly religious things. Your faith, the faith of others you have supported you,
the presence of God in your life, your church family, time dedicated to prayer. Give thanks.
Fifth, consider very small gifts in daily life. Bring to mind a pleasant meal you had recently, an unexpected phone call that lifted your spirits, or a sunny day you enjoyed. Give thanks.
Sixth, consider things you take for granted. A place to live. Food to eat. A job. Friends. Give thanks.
Seventh, and finally, consider what makes you laugh. Your child did something silly or told you her
first joke. You went around the house looking for your glasses when they were on your face the whole
time. You watched a funny show or a movie or a play that you’re still smiling about. Give thanks.

Our New
Audio- Visual
Workstation

Mike Gehl built and installed a
new audio-visual workstation on
the church balcony. Almost all
of the wood was recycled from
the old organ console that it replaced, so it was practically free.
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Work
Party

The FP&IT Committee held a very successful Church Work Party and Picnic Saturday morning, Oct. 16th, with
the able assistance of the Congregational Life Committee who cooked hotdogs and hamburgers. We had more
than 12 volunteers of all ages who painted the restroom hall, the TV wall and the two pillars in the Fellowship
Hall, raked our landscape rock back into place and spread some new rock on bare spots, took old electronics to
be recycled, and replaced missing ceiling acoustic tile in Rooms 2 & 3. Our thanks to everyone who helped.
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Concert of Christmas Music

Celebrating the Birth of Christ

FEATURING
Faith Sanctuary Choir - Faith Handbell Ensemble - String Ensemble
Martha Lenocker, soprano - and carol singing by you
Director of Music Ministry/Organist - Joe Rodriguez

Sunday, December 19, 2021 - 7:00 p.m.

Faith Presbyterian Church

FREE WILL OFFERING - RECEPTION AFTER THE SERVICE
CHILD CARE AVAILABLE (CALL CHURCH IN ADVANCE 619-5828480)

Happiness
is a pack
of M&Ms
The Deacons
visited Jack
Murrell and
brought him
some M&Ms.
Check out the
joy in his face.

Poinsettia
Orders

Deadline
Thursday
December
the 9th

Cost
$13 each
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WE ARE A
MATTHEW 25 Church
‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the
least of these who are
members of my family,
you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

Questions?
See
Kate
Cameron

Order
Insert
in Sunday
Bulletin

Continuing in November
A Book Study

Grounded: Finding God in the World:
A Spiritual Revolution

By Diana Butler Bass

We are continuing our book study with Diana Butler Bass’ book, “Grounded:
Finding God in the World.” This will be on zoom and in person.
We gather in person in Room #2 and on Zoom each Tuesday evening at 7pm. A
Zoom link will be sent to those who wish to participate in the weekly conversation from home.
You will be responsible for acquiring your copy of the book.
Join the conversation. Read at your own pace.
From the back cover: “Diana Butler Bass is the author of nine books on American
religion, including “Christianity After Religion” and “Christianity for the Rest of Us.”
She holds a Ph.D. from Duke University and is a regular commentator on religion,
politics, and culture for media outlets nationwide. She lives in Alexandria, Virginia.”

Thanksgiving
annonymous

Five thousand breathless dawns all new,
Five thousand flowers fresh in dew,
Five thousand sunsets wrapped in gold,
One million snow-flakes served ice cold,
Five quiet friends, one baby’s love.
One white mad sea with clouds above,
One hundred music haunted dreams,
Of moon-drenched roads and hurrying streams,
Of prophesying winds and trees,
Of silent stars and browsing bees,
Of June night in a fragrant wood.
I wondered when I walked at day
How--- in God’s name---I would ever pay.
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Stephen Dichiera
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

NOV

18

