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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Made for Peace

Easter Sunday was a beautiful and celebratory day.
In addition to a joy-filled worship service, focused
on entering and cultivating the garden of hope, we
shared our first church-wide luncheon in more than
two years. The kids and youth participated in an Easter egg hunt and a labyrinth prayer walk. We also took
a Faith family picture to cherish the day.
As a church family, we have endured much over the
past two years, and recently, we have grieved the sudden losses of dear friends and family members. We
needed a day to share together in joy and hope. Easter
gave us that, at least in part. I went home grateful.
The hope of Easter does not end with a single day
but continues in our life together as a church family.
Beginning in May, we will read the New Testament
letter of Ephesians together on Sunday mornings
during worship services. Ephesians sets forth God’s
desire to gather all things in heaven and on earth in
peace. The church’s calling is to be a reflection of
that peace in the world. Our Easter hope animates our
calling in the world.
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The letter of Ephesians was likely a cyclical
letter sent to churches in many cities, not only
the Greco-Roman city of Ephesus. Even still,
at the time, Ephesus was a strategic city with
a thriving harbor and was well connected with
land trade routes – sounds a bit like San Diego.
Ephesus was an important city in the apostle
Paul’s ministry and in the spread of the early
church.
The New Testament scholar, Michael Gorman,
asserts, “Perhaps the world might actually sit up
and take notice of the Christian faith if Christians really did embody the gospel of peace,”
and Gorman says, “Ephesians is a letter about
the gospel of peace.”
While the church in Ephesus was a missional
body clothed in the essentials (humility, gentleness, patience, love) for a real-life struggle in
the world, the church in Ephesus was also culturally situated in the first century. Our reading
together of the letter of Ephesians will seek to
be faithful to the spirit of the letter while also
engaging our contemporary life experience.
In these summer months, as we reflect on the
life of the early church, I trust we will find renewed insight and encouragement for our life
together.

Grace and peace,
Sam

“Now to him who by the power at work
within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or
imagine, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.”
Ephesians 3:20-21 (NRSV)
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Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups

This Is Us

Book Study

Faith Presbyterian Church
gathers in the College Area
from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved
community. We are diverse.
We are people of color, white,
gay, straight, married, single,
parents, old, young, and with
various abilities. We share a
common life characterized by
concern for justice, delight in
education, and excellence in
music through all stages of
life. We carry living traditions
with us as we grow in faith,
with the triune God as our
best expression.

Tuesday Evenings
On Zoom at 7:00pm

Wednesday Bible Study
FPC, Room #2 at noon - 1:00pm

Tuesday Eves

First Saturday of the Month
No Meeting in May
FPC, Library at 2:00pm

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday this Month
May 12th
FPC, Room #3 at 10:00am

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
May 21st
FPC, Library at 3:00pm

The Preschool ArtWalk

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling.
Please contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email
at esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for
her to meet you in the church parking lot.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

Virginia Gengor - 2nd
Kim Stiles - 3rd
Sam Codington - 5th
Penny Sartori - 6th
Mason Lafferty - 15th
Paula Carmack - 18th
Emily Maeda - 29th
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If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

DEATHS

Irene Elder
Irene died Friday, April 6th.
A Memorial Service for both
Stu and Irene will be
on Saturday, May 7th, at 2:00pm
in the Sanctuary

DATES TO REMEMBER

May 8th - Mother’s Day
May 19th - Newsletter Deadline
May 22nd - Session Meeting
May 30th - Memorial Day - Office is Closed

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays
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Come,

TRY OUR

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
12:00pm in Room #2
LED BY PASTOR SAM

Palm Sunday

Maundy Thursday
Easter Egg Hunt
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Easter Sunday

The Labrynth

All
Church
Easter
Lunch
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April 17, 2022

The Easter All Church Picture
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March 31, 2022
Envelope Offering for February 2022 was $39,558.00
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2022 is $21,658.67 per month

Per Capita as of 03/31/2022

Budget
% of Per Capita

Summary
Total Per Capita 2022

Please pay your Per Capita;
it is $40.00 per member.

$6,062
Collected as of 03/31/2022
$2,630

43%

SERMONS

Made for Peace:

MAY

A Series in Ephesians

The New Testament letter of Ephesians narrates the drama of God’s salvation of the world, God’s
making peace with the world in Christ. Michael Gorman asserts, “Perhaps the world might actually
sit up and take notice of the Christian faith if Christians really did embody the gospel of peace,” and
Gorman says, “Ephesians is a letter about the gospel of peace.” While the church in Ephesus is a
missional body clothed in the essentials for a real-life struggle in the world, the church in Ephesus is
also culturally situated in the first century. Our reading together of the letter of Ephesians will seek to
be faithful to the spirit of the letter while also engaging our contemporary life experience.

May 1st

Pastor Sam

Gathering Up All Things

Ephesians 1:1-14

May 8th

Pastor Sam

Hope Among the Saints		

Ephesians 1:15-23

May 15th

Rev. Alex Wirth Guest Preacher		

May 22nd

Pastor Sam

Alive Together in Grace			

Ephesians 2:1-10

May 29th

Pastor Sam

Made for Peace				

Ephesians 2:11-22
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Prayers and Squares is looking for people to
join our little group. We meet on the second
and fourth Tuesdays from 10:00 to 12:00. No
previous experience is necessary, but it helps
if you can sew a reasonably straight line. All
materials furnished. You will enjoy the feeling
of providing comfort for someone who needs
it. For further information contact Marilyn
Helkenn, Beverly Martyn, or Barbara Williams.
HELP THOSE IN NEED
IN SAN DIEGO

WE ARE A
MATTHEW 25 Church
‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the
least of these who are
members of my family,
you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

CLOTHING
TENNIS SHOES
BASEBALL CAPS
Men/Women/Children/Babies










Housewares — Re-Usable Water Bottles/Tupperware/Pots & Pans/plastic spoons/Can Openers/Backpacks
Toiletries — Razors/large Shampoo/Tissues/small Hand Sanitizer
Rolling Luggage/Duffle Bags
Sleeping Bags/Blankets/Bed Sheets/Tents
Ramen
New Day Urban Ministries
2459 Market Street
San Diego, CA 92102

Breast Cancer 3-Day Walk
August 26-28, 2022
Once again, because of my past participation in the 3 Day Walk, and the amount of
money I had raised, I was offered a chance to walk in another city - airfare and
hotel accommodations paid. So, again, why not?
I’m going to New England - Boston!
However, there is still money to raise - unlike everything else, it hasn’t gone up!
It is still $2,300.00.
Donations can be made online at www.the3day.org. Click on FIND A PARTICIPANT
and follow the directions. I will have donation forms for mailing, or donations can
be given to me and I will do the work.
Thank you for your support!
Mary-Margaret Allen
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Starting in May
A Book Study
The Ungrateful Refugee: What Immigrants Never Tell You
By Dina Nayeri
We will gather on Tuesdays at 7pm on Zoom. A weekly Zoom link will
be available in the weekly “Life of Faith” email on Mondays.
You will be responsible for acquiring your copy of the book.
Aged eight, Dina Nayeri fled Iran along with her mother and brother
and lived in the crumbling shell of an Italian hotel–turned–refugee camp.
Eventually she was granted asylum in America. She settled in Oklahoma,
then made her way to Princeton University. In this book, Nayeri weaves
together her own vivid story with the stories of other refugees and asylum seekers in recent years, bringing us inside their daily lives and taking
us through the different stages of their journeys, from escape to asylum
to resettlement. In these pages, a couple fall in love over the phone, and
women gather to prepare the noodles that remind them of home. A closeted queer man tries to make his case truthfully as he seeks asylum, and
a translator attempts to help new arrivals present their stories to officials.
Nayeri confronts notions like “the swarm,” and, on the other hand, “good”
immigrants. She calls attention to the harmful way in which Western
governments privilege certain dangers over others. With surprising and
provocative questions, The Ungrateful Refugee challenges us to rethink
how we talk about the refugee crisis.
DINA NAYERI was born in Iran during the revolution and arrived in
America when she was ten years old. She is the winner of the UNESCO
City of Literature Paul Engle Prize and a National Endowment for the
Arts literature grant, as well as a finalist for the Rome Prize and a Granta New Voices Project pick. Nayeri is the author of two novels—Refuge and A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea—and her work has been translated into fourteen languages and published in The New York Times, The
Guardian, The Wall Street Journal, Granta, The Best American Short Stories, The O. Henry Prize Stories, and many other publications. The Ungrateful Refugee is her first book of nonfiction. A graduate of Princeton,
Harvard, and the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, she lives in Paris, where she is
a Fellow at the Columbia Institute for Ideas and Imagination.
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Concert by 8 PLUS 88
8 Plus 88 will play the 2nd Piano Trio by
the Spanish composer, Joaquin Turina. An
extremely melodious and beautiful work
that really exemplifies the Spanish musical
spirit. We’ll follow that up with the jazz,
and quirky, Café Music by Paul Schonfeld.
Hold onto your hat….this piece rocks! We
love playing this and hope you enjoy it too.
Next we will be playing the Four Seasons
by Piazzolla and of course, the tango
rhythms and melodies will probably make
you want to dance. We will also play a
couple selections from West Side Story and
end with the marvelous Danzon No. 2 by
Marquez. Come and enjoy this great and
very fun music!
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On Easter
Sunday,
everyone in
attendance
received bags
of seeds.
We’d love to
see pictures
of where you
planted your
seeds and of
your flowers
as they grow!

Please join us for a

CELEBRATION OF LIFE
In loving memory of

STU & IRENE
ELDER
Saturday 7th May 2022 at 2:00pm
Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, California 92115
Reception to follow at the church
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Spiritual Director: Mary Elva Smith
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Stephen Dichiera
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

MAY

19

