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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Is it Well
With my Soul?

Is it well with your soul? Amidst the accumulation of
clamor of the past two years, I have found myself hungering for more silence. The stillness of silence has
become for me a balm in Gilead. The stillness of silence has given me room to reflect on what has fallen,
changed, and withered in these last years. But when
things wither, not all is lost. In his poem “Thought
Work,” John O’Donohue writes,
With silence and unfailing patience
Until what was fallen, withered, and lost
Is now set to fill with dreams a nest.
I spend much of my times of silence in nature, and I
am reminded of Howard Thurman’s intimacy with nature. As a young boy, he developed a relationship with
an oak tree. That may seem rather peculiar to some of
us. Yet, perhaps, that too was God’s way of relating
with Thurman. He reflected,
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“Eventually, I discovered that the oak
tree and I had a unique relationship. I
could sit, my back against its trunk…
I could reach down in the quiet places
of my spirit, take out my bruises and my
joys, unfold them, and talk about them.
I could talk aloud to the oak tree
and know that I was understood.”
Sometimes God whispers so we will come
closer to listen, until we say with Samuel in the
Old Testament, “Speak, Lord, your servant is
listening” (1 Samuel 3:10). But I am also reminded that God speaks to Job in the whirlwind
(Job 38). God’s voice can be heard through and
amidst what appears to be an accumulation of
clamor encircling a wounded world. Whether
God speaks to us in a whisper or a whirlwind,
the important thing is that we practice the posture of listening. The fourth-century church father, Augustine of Hippo said, “Our souls are
restless until they rest in God.”
In whatever condition you find your soul right
now, in a valley of grief or soaring in gratitude
or a mixture of both, I hope you will prioritize
the practice of listening, listening to the condition of your soul, listening to the voice of the
earth, listening to the voice the world, and listening for the voice of God speaking through
your soul, the earth, and the world.
The summer months have arrived, and with
them, opportunities for connection and fun. Enjoy it! And also ask yourself, “Is it well with my
soul?”
Grace and peace,

Speak, Lord,
your
servant
is
listening.

Sam

I Samuel 3:10
(NRSV)
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Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups

This Is Us

Book Study

Faith Presbyterian Church
gathers in the College Area
from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved
community. We are diverse.
We are people of color, white,
gay, straight, married, single,
parents, old, young, and with
various abilities. We share a
common life characterized by
concern for justice, delight in
education, and excellence in
music through all stages of
life. We carry living traditions
with us as we grow in faith,
with the triune God as our
best expression.

Tuesday Evening, June 14th & 21st
On Zoom at 7:00pm

Wednesday Bible Study
FPC, Room #2 at noon - 1:00pm

Tuesday Eves

First Saturday of the Month
June 4th
FPC, Library at 2:00pm

Women’s Circle

Second Thursday this Month
June 9th
FPC, Room #3 at 10:00am

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
June 18th
FPC, Library at 3:00pm

The Preschool Ice Cream Social

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling.
Please contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email
at esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for
her to meet you in the church parking lot.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
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JUNE BIRTHDAYS

Kathleen Orton - 1st
Amelia Lafferty - 4th
Georgette Hale - 6th
Jim Simonton - 9th
Betty Birdsell - 12th
Rosemary Lafferty - 14th
Judy Lafferty - 17th
Carol Pearson - 17th
Joan Madler - 21st
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If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

“Music... will help dissolve your
perplexities and purify your character and sensibilities, and in time
of care and sorrow, will keep a
fountain of joy alive in you.”
-- Dietrich Bonhoeffer --

The 8 PLUS 88
A magnificent concert given by this
group in our sanctuary on May 1st

DATES TO REMEMBER

June 4th - Elder/Deacons Retreat 9:00am - 12:00pm
June 5th - Pentecost Sunday (wear red)
June 12th - New Members Lunch - 11:00am
June 16th - Newsletter Deadline
June 19th - Father’s Day

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays
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Come,

TRY OUR

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
12:00pm in Room #2
LED BY PASTOR SAM

FR

inancial
eport

April 30, 2022
Envelope Offering for April 2022 was $28,181.33
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2022 is $21,658.67 per month

Per Capita as of 04/30/2022

Budget
% of Per Capita

Please pay your Per Capita;
it is $40.00 per member.

Summary
Total Per Capita 2022
$6,062
Collected as of 04/30/2022
$2,670

44%

SERMONS

Made for Peace:

JUNE

A Series in Ephesians

The New Testament letter of Ephesians narrates the drama of God’s salvation of the world, God’s
making peace with the world in Christ. Michael Gorman asserts, “Perhaps the world might actually
sit up and take notice of the Christian faith if Christians really did embody the gospel of peace,” and
Gorman says, “Ephesians is a letter about the gospel of peace.” While the church in Ephesus is a
missional body clothed in the essentials for a real-life struggle in the world, the church in Ephesus is
also culturally situated in the first century. Our reading together of the letter of Ephesians will seek to
be faithful to the spirit of the letter while also engaging our contemporary life experience.

June 5th

Rev. Dr. Steve Locke

June 12th

Pastor Sam

Now More Than Ever

Ephesians 3:11-13

June 19th

Pastor Sam

Grounded in Love

Ephesians 3:14-21

June 26th

Rev. Dr. Chris Lenocker

Pentecost Sunday
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The Pentecost Offering
As Revenue Sharing
This offering is appropriately received at Pentecost, just as the church is remembering the coming of
the Holy Spirit with its wondrous animating activity in the life of the church. The children and youth
who benefit from these gifts are themselves an animating presence in the church of today, whether
members of Sunday schools or neighborhood children who receive hospitality and homework assistance.
The Pentecost Offering should be an integral part of every congregation’s participation in the Educate
A Child Initiative, since through this Special Offering:
·

Each church serves the larger ministry of the PC(USA) by enabling programs for children
at risk and supporting Young Adult Volunteers and Ministries with Youth, which includes
Youth Triennium.

·

Each church expresses its goodwill for children beyond its own neighborhood by joining a portion of its treasure along with others in a coherent Presbyterian voice for children.

·

Each church retains 40% of the offering, which can serve as start-up funds for an Educate
the Child program or sustaining funds for ongoing ministry.

The Pentecost offering is a Christian discipline of stewardship in which, through revenue sharing, the
whole church witnesses to Jesus’ injunction that “whoever welcomes one of these little ones, welcomes me.” It just makes sense – dollars and cents!
To learn more about the Pentecost Offering, go to pcusa.org/pentecost.

“Pastor Sam has been commissioned as a delegate
of San Diego Presbytery to the PCUSA’s General
Assembly in Louisville, Kentucky. The bi-annual
meeting will be a hybrid format, so he will be participating online and in person in Louisville. He was
commissioned as a delegate along with Frances Lin
the Stated Clerk, Mike Wallman of Grace Presbyterian Church, Dolores Neely of Christ United, and Lyn
Lloyd-Smith of Village Church. Prayers for him and
the other delegates are appreciated.”
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STEVE’S VOLUNTEERS
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About 20 volunteers from Castle Contracting worked on our sprinkler, storm
drain, and telecom conduit problems
on April 29th as part of their community service program. We had a storm
drain problem caused by a broken
sprinkler pipe under a giant Bird of
Paradise near the sanctuary entrance.
They were able to solve the problem
by routing a new pipe around the plant.
They were also able to clear out the
section of telecom conduit that goes
from the Fellowship Hall to the western end of the sanctuary. The section
from the west end to Joe Rodriguez’s
office will have to be replaced. One
group of Castle volunteers also worked
on updating a list of which sprinkler
controls cover which areas, and which
sprinkler heads need to be repaired.
We very much appreciate their help
with our underground problems!

You are Invited

To join Harold and Beverly Martyn
As they Celebrate their

60th Wedding Anniversary
Saturday, June 25, 2022
Faith Family Center

Mother’s Day Tulip

Faith Presbyterian Church

Lou replanting the Easter bulbs
in our columbarium garden

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego

12:00-2:00 p.m.

Light Lunch and Music

Please RSVP by June 20
At Church on Sunday

Or call (619) 582-2186

Thank you from the Elder children

Cindy, John and myself, Linda, would like to thank everyone at Faith Presbyterian Church for the beautiful memorial service on May 7. We realize that many people were responsible for putting together the
service - the printing and folding of the programs by Lou Castillo, the choir rehearsals, choir director
and organist, Joe Rodriguez, the ushers, Leroy Lafferty and Ron Gonzales, the deacons for the wonderful reception, in particular Judy Lafferty, Nancy Harbor and Pastor Sam for meeting with us and
performing both the columbarium and memorial service. Also my mother’s Read and Share group for
bringing some of the cookies. I sincerely apologize if I have left anyone out. It was a difficult time for
us, still is, and we are very appreciative for everyone’s compassion and understanding.
Blessings,
Linda Mello, Cindy Thorsen and John Elder
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Breast Cancer 3 Day Walk - August 26-28, 2022
One more time… again
Once again, because of my past participation in the 3 Day Walk, and the amount
of money I had raised, I was offered a chance to walk in another city - airfare
and hotel accommodations paid. So, again, why not?
I’m going to New England - Boston!
However, there is still money to raise - unlike everything else, it hasn’t gone up!
It is still $2,300.00 and I need to raise it by July 15.
Donations can be made online at www.the3day.org.
The Link to my participant page is
2022 Susan G. Komen New England 3-Day - The Susan G. Komen 3-Day (the3day.org)
I will have donation forms for mailing, or donations can be given to me and I will
do the work.
Thank you for your support!
Mary-Margaret Allen

Prayers and Squares is looking for people to
join our little group. We meet on the second
and fourth Tuesdays from 10:00 to 12:00. No
previous experience is necessary, but it helps
if you can sew a reasonably straight line. All
materials furnished. You will enjoy the feeling
of providing comfort for someone who needs
it. For further information contact Marilyn
Helkenn, Beverly Martyn, or Barbara Williams.
HELP THOSE IN NEED
IN SAN DIEGO
CLOTHING
TENNIS SHOES
BASEBALL CAPS
Men/Women/Children/Babies










Housewares — Re-Usable Water Bottles/Tupperware/Pots & Pans/plastic spoons/Can Openers/Backpacks
Toiletries — Razors/large Shampoo/Tissues/small Hand Sanitizer
Rolling Luggage/Duffle Bags
Sleeping Bags/Blankets/Bed Sheets/Tents
Ramen
New Day Urban Ministries
2459 Market Street
San Diego, CA 92102
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WE ARE A
MATTHEW 25 Church
‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the
least of these who are
members of my family,
you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

Continuing in June
A Book Study
The Ungrateful Refugee: What Immigrants Never Tell You
By Dina Nayeri
We will gather on Tuesdays at 7pm on Zoom. A weekly Zoom link will
be available in the weekly “Life of Faith” email on Mondays.
You will be responsible for acquiring your copy of the book.
Aged eight, Dina Nayeri fled Iran along with her mother and brother
and lived in the crumbling shell of an Italian hotel–turned–refugee camp.
Eventually she was granted asylum in America. She settled in Oklahoma,
then made her way to Princeton University. In this book, Nayeri weaves
together her own vivid story with the stories of other refugees and asylum seekers in recent years, bringing us inside their daily lives and taking
us through the different stages of their journeys, from escape to asylum
to resettlement. In these pages, a couple fall in love over the phone, and
women gather to prepare the noodles that remind them of home. A closeted queer man tries to make his case truthfully as he seeks asylum, and
a translator attempts to help new arrivals present their stories to officials.
Nayeri confronts notions like “the swarm,” and, on the other hand, “good”
immigrants. She calls attention to the harmful way in which Western
governments privilege certain dangers over others. With surprising and
provocative questions, The Ungrateful Refugee challenges us to rethink
how we talk about the refugee crisis.
DINA NAYERI was born in Iran during the revolution and arrived in
America when she was ten years old. She is the winner of the UNESCO
City of Literature Paul Engle Prize and a National Endowment for the
Arts literature grant, as well as a finalist for the Rome Prize and a Granta New Voices Project pick. Nayeri is the author of two novels—Refuge and A Teaspoon of Earth and Sea—and her work has been translated into fourteen languages and published in The New York Times, The
Guardian, The Wall Street Journal, Granta, The Best American Short Stories, The O. Henry Prize Stories, and many other publications. The Ungrateful Refugee is her first book of nonfiction. A graduate of Princeton,
Harvard, and the Iowa Writers’ Workshop, she lives in Paris, where she is
a Fellow at the Columbia Institute for Ideas and Imagination.
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On Easter
Sunday,
everyone in
attendance
received bags
of seeds.
We’d love to
see pictures
of where you
planted your
seeds and of
your flowers
as they grow!
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Betsy Bestoso
Dora McCann
Kathie Baldwin

I took this picture of my Easter seeds
for the garden of hope and resurrection
(my name for them). I figured I’d send
updated pictures as the plants develop.
Kathie

Our Original Bulbs

Jill Gustafson
John
Bestoso
Kathie Baldwin
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Spiritual Director: Mary Elva Smith
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Stephen Dichiera
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

JUN

16

