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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Works of Love

In a recent Wednesday Bible study at Faith, someone made the comment, “It all comes back to love.”
God is love, and love is the animating spirit that
beckons us into deeper and fuller life. As a Christian
and an individual person, I pray and work for this to
be so, for all that we are to be filled to the brim with
the fullness of God’s love.
The Danish philosopher, Søren Kierkegaard, wrote
a book entitled Works of Love. In it he asserted that
the one who loves cannot be deceived because the
one who loves already has the highest good. It has
taken a while for that insight to soak in. I have wondered to myself, “How can a loving person not be
deceived? What if someone takes advantage of the
loving person?” However, if love is the highest good,
then the one who loves cannot be deceived. They already possess and are possessed by the highest good.
I have not forgotten this insight.
The New Testament letter of Ephesians conveys the
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expansiveness of God’s love in Christ for us, as
the apostle Paul (or one of his students) writes,
“I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the breadth
and length and height and depth and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that
you may be filled with all the fullness of God”
(Eph. 3:18-19).
Expansive love that surpasses knowledge,
what a gift. Or, as Serene Jones says, “Call it
grace.” Love that knows no limit is grace. Our
job is not to micromanage God’s love. Our job
is to share it.
When love animates our lives, relationships,
families, institutions, neighborhoods, and communities, love will bring the human spirit into
full flourishing. Love in public looks like whole
neighborhoods flourishing together in which
people have what they need to thrive and desire
to promote one another’s wellbeing. I think this
is what Cornel West meant, when he said, “Justice is what love looks like in public.”
Church, as various people have observed, is a
school of love. We are learning the ways of love,
the principles and practices of love. Every worship service, Sunday school class, Bible study,
book study, choir rehearsal, sewing project,
food train, act of compassion, and outreach initiative invites and challenges us to grow into the
love of God in Christ. We would do well to ask
ourselves the ongoing question, “How can we
be more loving at this time and in this place?”
What motivates me to serve in various capacities in and beyond the local church is my desire
to promote the expansiveness of God’s love, until it becomes true that we are all filled with the
fullness of God’s love.

Grace and peace,
Sam
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Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups

This Is Us

Book Study

Faith Presbyterian Church
gathers in the College Area
from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved
community. We are diverse.
We are people of color, white,
gay, straight, married, single,
parents, old, young, and with
various abilities. We share a
common life characterized by
concern for justice, delight in
education, and excellence in
music through all stages of
life. We carry living traditions
with us as we grow in faith,
with the triune God as our
best expression.

No Book Study
during July

Wednesday Bible Study
FPC, Room #2 at noon - 1:00pm

Tuesday Eves

First Saturday of the Month
July 2nd
FPC, Library at 2:00pm

Women’s Circle

No Circle Meeting in July
FPC, Room #3 at 10:00am

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
June 16th
FPC, Library at 3:00pm

OUR
HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATES
Robby Goode
and
Rory Volkert

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling.
Please contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email
at esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for
her to meet you in the church parking lot.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

Jack Shelver - 3rd
Greyson Baker- 3rd
Stacy Volkert - 5th
Marilyn Helken - 13th
Kim Wehmeyer - 19th
George Crownhart - 26th
Ezra Codington - 28th
Grace Maeda - 28th
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If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

STARTING JULY 1ST, AGUSTIN URUETA
WILL BE OUR CUSTODIAN.
He will be working part-time, Monday –
Thursday . 8:00am – 12:00pm (time may
change in the Fall)
Sunday, July 3
Stay after the Worship Service to help
Michael and Sharon Gehl celebrate their
50th wedding anniversary.
Yes, there will be cake!

DATES TO REMEMBER

July 4th - Independence Day - Office is Closed
July 17th - Session Meeting
July 21st - Newsletter Deadline
July 31st - Church Picnic
- - No VBS in August - -

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays
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Come,

TRY OUR

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
12:00pm in Room #2
LED BY PASTOR SAM

FR

inancial
eport

May 31, 2022
Envelope Offering for May 2022 was $15,781.12
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2022 is $21,658.67 per month

Per Capita as of 05/31/2022

Budget
Budget

% of Per Capita
% of Per Capita

Please pay your Per Capita;
it is $40.00 per member.

Summary
Summary

Total Per Capita 2022
Total
Per Capita 2022
$6,062
$6,062
Collected as of 05/31/2022
Collected
$2,670 as of 05/31/2022
$2,670

44%
44%

SERMONS

Made for Peace:

JULY

A Series in Ephesians

The New Testament letter of Ephesians narrates the drama of God’s salvation of the world, God’s
making peace with the world in Christ. Michael Gorman asserts, “Perhaps the world might actually
sit up and take notice of the Christian faith if Christians really did embody the gospel of peace,” and
Gorman says, “Ephesians is a letter about the gospel of peace.” While the church in Ephesus is a
missional body clothed in the essentials for a real-life struggle in the world, the church in Ephesus is
also culturally situated in the first century. Our reading together of the letter of Ephesians will seek to
be faithful to the spirit of the letter while also engaging our contemporary life experience.

July 3rd

Rev. Dr. Steve Locke

July 10th

Rev. Eileen Van Gieson

July 17th

Pastor Sam

Called to Peace

Ephesians 4:1-6

July 24th

Pastor Sam

Built Up in Love

Ephesians 4:7-16

-4-

Update on Linda Pain
From Dara Shearen

Linda is in good spirits. She enjoys playing the piano, working on
puzzles, and being outside in the garden. Sadly she is declining
and in the later stages of dementia but she is doing well considering and for that I am very thankful. She is non-verbal most days
but still has that beautiful smile. She loves hugs and I often give
her hugs from all her church friends.

STARTING JULY 1ST
AGUSTIN URUETA
WILL BE OUR CUSTODIAN.
He will be working part-time,
Monday – Thursday
8:00am – 12:00pm
(time may change in the Fall)

June 22nd-July 10th Pastor Sam will be out of the office,
participating in the PCUSA’s General Assembly. It will
be a hybrid format, in-person and online. He will be
participating part of the time in Louisville, Kentucky.
He will be serving on the Health, Safety and Benefits
Committee. They have four main issues to address for
the PCUSA: expanded mental health resources, family leave, sexual misconduct, and reproductive justice.
They will hear from the Board of Pensions and task
forces and advocates before sharing their findings
with the broader assembly on the week of July 3rd.
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Pastor Sam
is attending
the Presbyterian
Church (USA)’s
General
Assembly.

Returning in August
The Book Study Group

The All Church Indoor Picnic
- - COMING UP - -

All Church Indoor Picnic
Sunday, July 31st
Following Morning Worship
pictures are from 2019

THE ALL CHURCH-INDOOR/OUTDOOR SUMMER PICNIC IS BACK!!
Save the date! After a 2 year hiatus, the Summer Picnic will be held on July 31st.
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs and drinks will be provided. Signup to bring your favorite
side dish or dessert. Signups will begin July 3rd.

-6-

ELDER /DEACON COMBINED MEETING

At the recent combined Deacons and
Elders Retreat, the group spent much
time thinking about their hopes and
wishes for Faith. Not surprisingly,
much settled around finding a way to
get more young families and children
into our church family. The attendees
tried to put themselves in the place of
the youngsters, who are wondrously
enthusiastic and ready for anything.
When Sam asked the officers to paint
pictures on flower pots of what depicts their hopes for Faith, many came
up with some interesting drawings of
children painted in bright colors on the
flower pots provided by Pastor Sam.
The attempt to have everyone make
paper airplanes and get them to fly
would have sent alarms to the FAA had
they seen the results. We are so thankful that these leaders stay with the usual
committee work and don’t try for new
careers; however, their hearts were in
the right place!!
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Breast Cancer 3 Day Walk - August 26-28, 2022
One more time… again
Once again, because of my past participation in the 3 Day Walk, and the amount
of money I had raised, I was offered a chance to walk in another city - airfare
and hotel accommodations paid. So, again, why not?
I’m going to New England - Boston!
However, there is still money to raise - unlike everything else, it hasn’t gone up!
It is still $2,300.00 and I need to raise it by July 15.
Donations can be made online at www.the3day.org.
The Link to my participant page is
2022 Susan G. Komen New England 3-Day - The Susan G. Komen 3-Day (the3day.org)
I will have donation forms for mailing, or donations can be given to me and I will
do the work.
Thank you for your support!
Mary-Margaret Allen

Prayers and Squares is looking for people to
join our little group. We meet on the second
and fourth Tuesdays from 10:00 to 12:00. No
previous experience is necessary, but it helps
if you can sew a reasonably straight line. All
materials furnished. You will enjoy the feeling
of providing comfort for someone who needs
it. For further information contact Marilyn
Helkenn, Beverly Martyn, or Barbara Williams.
HELP THOSE IN NEED
IN SAN DIEGO
CLOTHING
TENNIS SHOES
BASEBALL CAPS
Men/Women/Children/Babies










Re-usable
Water
Bottles/Tupperware/Pots
& Pans/plastic
spoons
Housewares — Re-Usable
Water
Bottles/Tupperware/Pots
& Pans/plastic
spoons/Can Openers/Backpacks
Can Openers/Back Packs
Toiletries — Razors/large
Shampoo/Tissues/small
Hand Sanitizer
Razors/large
Shampoo/Tissues/small
Hand Sanitizer
Rolling Luggage/Duffle Bags
Sleeping Bags/Blankets/Bed Sheets/Tents
Ramen
New Day Urban Ministries
2459 Market Street
San Diego, CA 92102
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WE ARE A
MATTHEW 25 Church
‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the
least of these who are
members of my family,
you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

SPIRIT
From
Mary
Elva
Smith,
our
Spiritual
Director

In the context of faith and belief in our religious community,
what does Spirit mean to you?
Is it a being?
Is it within you?
Who is Spirit?
Pause … what do you think?
Take a bit more time to think about Spirit …
Where do you experience Spirit?
When does it happen?
Where does it happen?
We are introduced to the Spirit in scripture, in the confessions, in the
Book of Order, in teachings through sermons and classes, book
studies and even perhaps in conversations with someone.
I became even more interested as I encountered the Christian
mystics and read current Celtic understandings and reflections. I
also recall from an earlier Book of Order, a line in the responsibilities
of elders, ruling & teaching eldes; we are called to be spiritual
leaders.
In the congregation at Faith, many of us are elders … what does this
mean for both the elders and the congregation?
As a member and an elder, to stay in touch with the Spirit I need a
discipline that guides my prayer life, my reading, my relationships
with people. Jesus calls us to follow him … not just believe. So each
practice/discipline informs the other. Virginia Kitchen a member at
Fletcher Hills and the resource coordinator for the presbytery advised
me that if I needed people to pray, to “gather the old women” in the
church for they truly know how to pray.
My first discipline, is to start each day with time to read, reflect, listen
and pray. It’s not a matter of length of time but a time to be open to
the Spirit … I’m best, first thing in the morning with a cup of coffee to
start by breathing. My first spiritual director, called it “having coffee
with Jesus.’ She also helped me realize ‘listening for the still small
voice of God’ is as important as what I have to say …
You may be well on your way with your own spiritual practice. I
would love to hear from you as to how you attend to God through the
Spirit’s voice.
Blessings in this month before us. Hope to see you at church
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Faith gives certainty in life’s uncertainties
Tomorrow brings hope
by Chip Hardwick | Presbyterians Today

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. once said, “Faith is taking the first step even when you don’t see the
whole staircase.” Helen Keller observed that “faith is the strength by which a shattered world shall emerge into
the light.” And John Calvin wrote faith is “the firm knowledge of God’s benevolence toward us.” While none of
these definitions are fully complete, each gives us a glimpse of this Christian cornerstone, much like the beginning of Hebrews 11, which affirms that “faith is the assurance of things hoped for.”
Now more than ever, it seems faith is important in our personal lives as we struggle to believe “when sorrows
like sea billows roll.” In this column, though, I want to focus on the importance of faith as we think about the
future of our congregations.
Things are in such flux as we haltingly move beyond the pandemic into a new season where old patterns are
questioned even more. It is natural to worry about what will come next.
Yet to have faith, as Hebrews tells us, is to hold on to the assurance of things hoped for. God’s promises can
be trusted even — and especially — when the church is unsettled. God still creates. Christ is still risen. The
Holy Spirit is still on the loose. Of course, we do not know how the church will grow into this reality in its next
phase, a fact the writer of Hebrews also acknowledges when writing that “faith is … the conviction of things not
seen.”
It’s much easier to follow the Spirit when every single step is obvious, but according to Hebrews, that’s not
faith. Faith is journeying obediently with Jesus Christ into the future that is not yet seen. I’m not sure there’s
a better way to describe the challenge of ministry in 2022 than this: stepping into an unknown future in which
many are daring to do.
What will the church look like in its next season? We don’t know exactly. But we do know this: “Faith is the
assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen.” Thanks be to God!
The Rev. Dr. Chip Hardwick is the executive of the Synod of the Covenant.
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ALAS! FLOWERS
From Nancy Harber
and Kathie Baldwin

On Easter Sunday, everyone in attendance received bags of seeds.
At Last, the Lord has finally revealed what some of the seeds were!
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Spiritual Director: Mary Elva Smith
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Stephen Dichiera
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodian: Agustin Urueta
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

JULY
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