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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

General Assembly:
Why I’m Grateful

Every other year the Presbyterian Church (USA)
gathers commissioners (pastors and church members)
of the national church. Each region elects and sends
commissioners. There were seventeen committees,
and four hundred commissioners. The committees
addressed a wide range of issues and submitted their
recommendations on the final week of the Assembly
for the whole body’s consideration.
This summer was my first time attending General
Assembly. As a commissioner, I was assigned to the
Health, Safety, and Benefits committee. We gathered
in Louisville, Kentucky, to pray, discuss, and vote
on issues facing the denomination including mental
health, paid family medical leave, reproductive justice, and sexual misconduct prevention.
Getting to Louisville turned out to be an unintended adventure. There were no direct flights from San
Diego to Louisville, and as it would turn out, there
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would be no simple flights. We had to make a
sudden landing in Kansas City in order to address a medical emergency on the plane. We
landed in Charlotte, North Carolina, only for
our flight to be delayed over four hours. We
would arrive to Louisville at 3:30am, and the
first meeting began at 8:30am. Suffice it to say,
I needed a substantial amount of coffee for the
first day of meetings.
While some of the more detailed policy debates were less interesting to me, I found myself immensely grateful to meet people from all
across the denomination. I was encouraged to
hear people’s stories, stories of regular people
seeking to make a positive impact in their communities. I was also happy to reconnect with
friends. And, as I’ve admitted in a recent sermon, people often defied stereotypes and my
assumptions about them.
There have been many headlines declaring
that the PC(USA) is in decline and on the verge
of extinction. That is not what I witnessed this
summer. I witnessed a national denomination
seeking to meet the moment that we are in, with
all of its challenges and possibilities.
Yes, the denomination is making structural
adjustments for lower numbers of membership, but that is hardly a metric for determining vibrancy. The denomination’s commitment
to supporting the vulnerable and standing with
the marginalized gives me hope because that is
what I believe Jesus has always been about.
As the church, we are not called to be the
fanciest or the trendiest or the largest. We are
called to walk with Jesus, and there is no guess
work about where he walks. He walks with “the
least of these.”

Grace and peace,
Sam
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Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups

This Is Us

Book Study

Faith Presbyterian Church
gathers in the College Area
from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved
community. We are diverse.
We are people of color, white,
gay, straight, married, single,
parents, old, young, and with
various abilities. We share a
common life characterized by
concern for justice, delight in
education, and excellence in
music through all stages of
life. We carry living traditions
with us as we grow in faith,
with the triune God as our
best expression.

Resumes Tuesday, August 23rd
see page six for details

Wednesday Bible Study
FPC, Room #2 at noon - 1:00pm

Tuesday Eves

First Saturday of the Month
No Tuesday Eves in August
FPC, Library at 2:00pm

Women’s Circle

No Circle Meeting in August
FPC, Room #3 at 10:00am

Women’s Group Bible Study

Third Saturday of the Month
No Women‘s Group Bible Study in August
FPC, Library at 3:00pm

The All Church Indoor Picnic
- - COMING UP - -

All Church Indoor Picnic
Sunday, July 31st - Following Morning Worship
The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling.
Please contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email
at esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for
her to meet you in the church parking lot.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
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AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Fannie Morgan - 1st
Barbara Reisweber - 3rd
Skip Deahl - 3rd
Ivan Pedersen - 9th
Donna Koehler - 14th
Janet Sansom - 24th
Barbara Stevenson - 27th
Sharon Cameron - 31st
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NEW MEETING TIMES FOR
Prayers and Squares
They will now meet on the 2nd and 4th
Mondays of the month
from 10am till 12noon
In Room #3

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

Please help us maintain a clean kitchen. Do not
leave unwashed plates, pitchers, and flower vases
in the kitchen sink. Wipe any surfaces you used,
i.e. counters, microwave (if you spilled), etc.
Thank you.

Joyous News!
Diana Alexandra Jasper

Baptized July 24th, 2022
Parents: Alexandra Crownhart &
Thomas Maxwell Jasper
Grandparents: Michelle &
George Crownhart

THANK YOU
I want to thank everyone for
your prayers and cards,
and the beautiful prayer quilt I
received. The knee
replacement was a success!
Blessings from Dora McCann

DATES TO REMEMBER

August 14th - Deacons Meeting
August 18th - Newsletter Deadline
- - No Session Meeting in August - - - No VBS in August - Next stated session meeting is
September 18th, 2022,
11am in Room #2.

Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays
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Come,

TRY OUR

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
12:00pm in Room #2
LED BY PASTOR SAM

FR

inancial
eport

June 30, 2022
Envelope Offering for June 2022 was $17,992.00
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2022 is $21,658.67 per month
Per Capita as of 06/30/2022
Budget

Budget
% of
Per Capita

% of Per Capita

Summary
Total
Per Capita 2022
Summary
$6,062

Total Per Capita 2022

Please pay your Per Capita;
it is $40.00 per member.

Collected as of 05/31/2022
$6,062

$2,670

Collected as of 06/30/2022
$2,670

44%
44%

SERMONS

Made for Peace:

AUGUST

A Series in Ephesians

The New Testament letter of Ephesians narrates the drama of God’s salvation of the world, God’s
making peace with the world in Christ. Michael Gorman asserts, “Perhaps the world might actually
sit up and take notice of the Christian faith if Christians really did embody the gospel of peace,” and
Gorman says, “Ephesians is a letter about the gospel of peace.” While the church in Ephesus is a
missional body clothed in the essentials for a real-life struggle in the world, the church in Ephesus is
also culturally situated in the first century. Our reading together of the letter of Ephesians will seek to
be faithful to the spirit of the letter while also engaging our contemporary life experience.

July 31st

Pastor Sam		

Walking in Tenderness

Ephesians 4:17-32

August 7th

Pastor Sam		

Walking in Love		

Ephesians 5:1-21

August 14th

Pastor Sam		

Walking in Mutuality		

Ephesians 5:22-33		

August 21st

Pastor Sam

Walking in Humility

Ephesians 6:1-9

August 28th

Pastor Sam

Walking in Strength

Ephesians 6:10-24
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- - Children in Worship - Baptism

Children’s Sermon Fun
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A Summary of General
Assembly Actions
Israel/Palestine, fossil fuel divestment,

OGA/PMA unification among major
issues addressed

Rick Jones & Mike Ferguson
Office of the General Assembly

A Summary of General
Assembly Action
A Summary of General
Assembly Actions
Israel/Palestine, fossil fuel divestment,

Church Leadership
OGA/PMA unification among major
Key positions in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) were filled during the assembly.
The Rev. Ruth Santanaissues addressed
Grace and Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis were elected co-moderators of the 225th General Assembly. The assembly confirmed Rev. Dr. Diane Moffett’s re-election to a second term
president
executive director of
Rick as
Jones
& Mike and
Ferguson
Presbyterian Mission Agency. The assembly confirmed the re-election
Dr.Assembly
Tom Taylor as president
Officeof
of the
the Rev.
General
and CEO of the Presbyterian Foundation, his fourth term. The assembly also confirmed the 2021 election of
Rev. Dr. Asa Lee, president of Pittsburgh Theological Seminary.
Israel/Palestine
The General Assembly voted 266-116 to approve INT-02, a “Recognition that Israel’s Laws, Policies and
Practices Constitute Apartheid Against the Palestinian People.” It declares that the Presbyterian Church
(U.S.A.) “recognizes that the laws, policies, and practices of the government of Israel regarding the Palestinian
people fulfill the international legal definition of apartheid.”
Fossil fuel divestment
General Assembly approved ENV-10 calling for divestment from five oil and gas companies: Chevron, Exxon
Mobil, Marathon Petroleum, Phillips 66 and Valero Energy. The assembly said the companies were not doing
enough to slow global warming.
Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) reports that this is the first time the PC(USA) has voted
to divest from companies out of compliance with GA’s environmental policies (which was established in 2018.)
Unification and National Structure
On a vote of 321-54, General Assembly approved FIN-10, which calls for the appointment of a commission
to oversee and facilitate the unification of the Office of the General Assembly (OGA) and the Presbyterian Mission Agency (PMA) into a single agency. The assembly also approved MOV-02, which moves Mission Engagement and Support (MES) from the Mission Agency to the Administrative Services Group, which supports both
OGA and PMA.
Unified budget/per capita
The assembly approved FIN-14, which includes unified budgets for the Office of the General Assembly, Presbyterian Mission Agency and the Administrative Services Group of the PC(USA), A Corporation. The budget
for the three agencies and entities totals $88.3 million in 2023 and $89.5 million in 2024. The breakdown of the
budget will be 16% for OGA, 79% for PMA, and 5% for ASG.
The assembly voted to approve FIN-13 which assesses a per capita rate of $9.85 per member in 2023 and
$9.80 per member in 2024. The current per capita rate is $8.98 per member meaning an 87-cent (9.6%) increase
next year while the 2024 rate will drop by five cents (0.5%) in 2024. The per capita budget for 2023 was approved at $15.2 million and $15.6 million for 2024.
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Immigration
By a vote of 340-25, the General Assembly approved IMM-06, allowing the church to declare itself a “Sanctuary and Accompaniment Church.” The assembly’s Immigration Committee says the decision sends a message
that the church is committed to working for justice in U.S. immigration policy.
Gun violence
General Assembly approved a motion that the church renew its commitment to end gun violence by developing a 10-year campaign, the Decade to End Gun Violence (2022 – 2032).
The assembly also voted to direct Mission Responsibility Through Investment (MRTI) to engage with
Walmart, Dick’s Sporting Goods and Kroger, three publicly traded companies held by either the Board of Pensions or Presbyterian Foundation, that sell guns not classified as semi-automatic and assault-based weapons.
Ukraine
The assembly also voted 374-1 to approve INT-19, a commissioners’ resolution condemning the Russian military invasion of Ukraine and crimes against humanity, and calling for a cease-fire and the immediate resumption
of internationally mediated negotiations.
Race and gender justice
Commissioners and advisory delegates approved several items of business from the Race and Gender Justice
Committee (RGJ), including RGJ-07: “A Resolution Addressing the Lack of Installed Pastoral Leadership in
People of Color Congregations in the PC(USA) — From the Racial Equity Advocacy Committee” and RGJ-08:
“On Offering an Apology to African Americans for the Sin of Slavery and Its Legacy.”
A two-hour plenary ended with votes overwhelmingly approving both items, and with white Presbyterians
reading aloud “A Litany of Repentance” found in RGJ-08, which begins with the words: “As white Christians
we repent of our complicity in the belief in white supremacy.”
The assembly also approved RGJ-12 calling for a new special committee to expose white supremacy within
the denomination and make recommendations for improvement. In addition, the assembly approved RGJ-13,
directing the Presbyterian Mission Agency and the Presbyterian Publishing Corporation to “create educational
resources for congregations to identify and interrupt practices and policies that perpetuate the adultificaiton of
Black girls and criminalization of adolescent behavior.” Commissioners and advisory delegates passed a resolution, RGJ-14, denouncing violence against Asian women and Pacific Islanders.
The Church will form a committee to write a new PC(USA) confession.
226th General Assembly
The assembly voted to change the format of the 226th General Assembly, whereby committee meetings will
be held online, with in- person plenaries being conducted on site in Salt Lake City, Utah, in 2024. The assembly
is expected to cost approximately $2.8 million.
Mid councils
Commissioners and advisory delegates approved MC-10, which creates a task force to explore the theology
and practice of ordination for ruling elders and recommend any changes to the 226th General Assembly (2024).
The task force will include representatives who identify as BIPOC, immigrant congregations and New
Worshipping Communities.
Several amendments and motions were considered, but the overture was approved as amended by the
committee.
Other
The General Assembly approved changes to the Standing Rules (STAN- 22) that alter requirements for those
serving as Young Adult Advisory Delegates to the assembly. YAADs must be:
• An active member of a PC(USA) congregation or participant in a new worshipping community
or immigrant fellowship that has a relationship with a presbytery
• Between 18 and 23 years of age on the day the assembly convenes.
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Military
Outreach
Ministries

They always need
diapers. New
born-2 yrs.
are good.
They always
need baby
equipment.
Any questions?
Ask the Deacons.

“David Tran has planted
a church in southeast
San Diego, named Table
San Diego. Table is a
multi-ethnic, decolonizing, justice-oriented
community embodying
Jesus. David has joined
the membership of Faith
as part of his journey in
becoming Presbyterian
and becoming a Commissioned Ruling Elder.
We are happy to build a
relationship with him and
to support him on this
journey!”
Prayers and Squares is looking for people to
join our little group. We meet on the second
and fourth Mondays from 10:00 to 12:00. No
previous experience is necessary, but it helps
if you can sew a reasonably straight line. All
materials furnished. You will enjoy the feeling
of providing comfort for someone who needs
it. For further information contact Marilyn
Helkenn, Beverly Martyn, or Barbara Williams.
HELP THOSE IN NEED
IN SAN DIEGO
CLOTHING
TENNIS SHOES
BASEBALL CAPS
Men/Women/Children/Babies











Re-usable
Water
Bottles/Tupperware/Pots
& Pans/plastic
spoons
Housewares — Re-Usable
Water
Bottles/Tupperware/Pots
& Pans/plastic
spoons/Can Openers/Backpacks
Can Openers/Back Packs
Toiletries — Razors/large
Shampoo/Tissues/small
Hand Sanitizer
Razors/large
Shampoo/Tissues/small
Hand Sanitizer
Rolling Luggage/Duffle Bags
Sleeping Bags/Blankets/Bed Sheets/Tents
Ramen
New Day Urban Ministries
2459 Market Street
San Diego, CA 92102
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WE ARE A
MATTHEW 25 Church
‘Truly I tell you, just as
you did it to one of the
least of these who are
members of my family,
you did it to me.’
From Matthew 25:40 (NRSV)

F
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SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR
Mary Elva Smith

Practicing Spiritual gifts ...

creating community at home
and around the world

That’s a tall order ... and yet we do it every day! Our prayers, our words, our acts of kindness
and compassion are what we offer to those close at hand and around the world. Even as the Samaritan described in Luke, understood caring for an unknown person in need of life giving care.
Our opportunity may not be that extreme, yet daily I suspect you have an occasion to care for
someone. To simply be present and listen, to make yourself vulnerable and able to share, even to
celebrate or offer an olive branch when needed; these are gifts we hold and can offer individually and in community to our neighbors wherever they are. This is ‘spiritual direction’ ... offering to another person(s) your time and presence.
In an article in Presbyterians Today, Anita Bernhardt, the General Presbyter of the Presbytery of Lake
Erie, offers this practice for attending to the Spirit’s leading.
PUT INTO PRACTICE ... the work of the Spirit
Practice being present
Show up for others. Make time to be present to a
friend or stranger. When gathered at a table, turn
off your electronic devices.
Listen before speaking
Don’t be quick to reply after someone has spoken.
Allow silence. Create sacred listening spaces that
allow the right words to come, and then speak.
Dare to be vulnerable
Share your hurts, doubts and concerns, which
others might be feeling as well. Tell truths with
love and grace.
Celebrate - - - always
See beyond the traditional reasons to celebrate
one another: wins, birthdays, and accomplishments.
If all of life is a gift, then what can be celebrated
together this day
Extend an olive branch
Seek common ground amid differences.
Embrace forgiveness.
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Returning in August
A Book Study
My Way Home: Growing Up Homeless in America
By Michael Gaulden

You’re invited!
Starting on Tuesday, August 23rd, at 7pm, book study will resume
on Zoom. A Zoom link will be made available on the day before the
study resumes. You will be responsible for acquiring a copy of the
book.
Last year Faith’s session agreed to have two areas of ministry
focus for 2022: asylum seekers and people experiencing homelessness. This book study focuses on the dynamics and experience of
homelessness.

My Way Home: Growing Up Homeless in America
“His life was barely worth a dollar. He slept outside, on park
benches, in stairwells, under bushes. Michael Gaulden lived in
shelter after shelter across the United States. With his father incarcerated and mother disabled, he stayed homeless for ten years.
From the age of seven to seventeen, Michael, with his mother and
sister, journeyed along his own underground railroad, desperately
searching for a way to free his family from the sewers of society.
Michael learned death was a big part of youth homelessness.
Education was not. To survive, he had to become something more.
Caught in between two worlds- his dreams vs. his reality- violence,
gangsters, hunger, poverty, and sorrow marked his daily life.
Michael vowed to change his fate through getting his high school
diploma. He never hoped to dream that not only would he graduate
from high school but also from a prestigious California university.
This is the true story of a homeless boy, marked for prison or worse,
who fought against tremendous odds and persevered to achieve academic and professional success.”
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FU N F OR T HE K ID S
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Spiritual Director: Mary Elva Smith
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Stephen Dichiera
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodian: Agustin Urueta
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
NEXT
MONTH

AUG
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