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Faith Presbyterian Church
Monthly Newsletter
From Pastor Sam

Stewardship
Open Hands, Open Hearts

Stewardship is not exactly a word many people
use outside of church. “Steward” comes from an Old
English word for someone who was a “house guardian” or “housekeeper.” In the church world, when we
say we are “stewards,” all we mean is that we are
caretakers for what God has entrusted into our care.
Nothing we “have” is ours. Everything belongs to
God. God entrusts gifts to us for a period of time. If
we live with this line of reasoning, then we will hold
what is in our possession with open hands and open
hearts.
November 27th is Stewardship Sunday at Faith.
While we will give financial pledge cards to the
church for next year on that day, stewardship Sunday
is more than a Sunday to submit pledge cards.
When we give to the church, we are supporting the
spiritual fellowship, nurture, worship, and service of
God. Giving material resources to the church is part
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of our “stewardship,” our caretaking, but giving material resources is not the entirety of our
stewardship.
Now is a good time to prayerfully consider
ways to support the life and ministry of the
church with your participation. Sharing your
gifts of time, energy, imagination, and love is
also part of your stewardship. Your gifts are
needed for the church to be vibrant!
It can be easy to settle into routines. Esther and
I have been married for nearly thirteen years.
She can confirm for you that I value routines. “I
am a creature of habit.” There is nothing inherently wrong with familiar routines, from what I
can tell. But, sometimes, the Spirit unsettles us
and moves us into new directions. That is often
how spiritual growth happens.
As you prayerfully consider your spiritual
stewardship – the giving of money, time, energy, imagination, and love in service – I want
to invite you to be open to trying new things.
This is part of your spiritual growth!
Think and feel deeply about this. You may
have participated on the same committee for
years and years. Or you may have participated
in the same small group for years. Or perhaps,
you have not participated in a small group, assuming it is not for you. Pause. Reflect. Pray.
Change up your routine. Enter unfamiliar rooms
with new friends and fresh conversations.
When you show up, you change the room. Be
open to the Spirit’s movement in your life. Spiritual growth can be scary; it can also be filled
with unexpected joy.
My personal refrain for this stewardship season will be “open hands, open hearts.”
May the Spirit stir you up!
Sam

Know that the Lord is God.
It is he that made us, and we are his;
we are his people, and the sheep
of his pasture
Psalm 100:3 (NRSV)
Volume XXVIII Number 11

Meetings of
Our Fellowship Groups

This Is Us

Book Study

Faith Presbyterian Church
gathers in the College Area
from all across San Diego.
We desire to embody beloved
community. We are diverse.
We are people of color, white,
gay, straight, married, single,
parents, old, young, and with
various abilities. We share a
common life characterized by
concern for justice, delight in
education, and excellence in
music through all stages of
life. We carry living traditions
with us as we grow in faith,
with the triune God as our
best expression.

Every Tuesday of the Month
Resumes January 2023

Wednesday Bible Study
FPC, Room #2 at noon - 1:00pm

Tuesday Eves

Second Saturday of the Month
November 12th
FPC, Library at 2:00pm

Women’s Circle

November 10th
FPC, Room #3 at 10:00am

Women’s Group Bible Study
Third Saturday of the Month
November 19th
FPC, Library at 3:00pm

THE 2023 FLOWER CHART IS
POSTED ON THE BULLETIN BOARD
IN THE NARTHEX AND IS READY
FOR SIGN-UPS FOR 2023.

Sanctuary
Flowers
for 2023

The Deacons are continuing to collect recycling.
Please contact Nancy Flynn at (619) 813-7063 or email
at esch46@hotmail.com to make arrangements for
her to meet you in the church parking lot.
The money goes directly to the Deacons’ fund.

Aluminum cans - Plastic bottles - Glass bottles (CRV) - Water jugs
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Kate Cameron - 8th
Shoana Sikorski - 10th
Michelle Crownhart - 11th
Rick Tobin - 13th
Joe Rodriguez - 14th
Heidi Modrusan - 16th
Nancy Flynn - 21st
Beverly Martyn - 27th
Laura Talbott - 28th-

If you would like to see your birthday listed in the
newsletter with just the day, not the year, please email
that information to Joe Rodriguez
(jcr14@att.net).

DEATHS

Julie Hudson
Julie, a long-time member and
Kate Cameron’s mother, died
Tuesday, October 9th.
Linda Pain
Linda, a long-time member and
choir member, died Sunday,
October 11th.

Lois Gage
Lois, a long-time member,
died in September.

NO BIBLE STUDY
November 23rd, 2022

DATES TO REMEMBER

November 6th - Daylight Saving Time Ends
November 11th - Veterans’ Day (Office is Closed)
November 13th - Deacons Meeting - 11am, Room #2
November 16th - Praying with the Earth - noon to 12:30pm
November 16th - Session Meeting - Room #2
November 20th - Christ the King Sunday
November 21st - Newsletter Deadline
November 24th - Thanksgiving Day (Office is Closed)
November 27th - Stewardship Sunday
November 27th - Annual Congregational Meeting
November 27th - Ice Cream Social - 10:45am
Church Office Hours
Monday – Thursday
9:00am – 12:00noon, 1:oopm – 4:00pm
Please note that office is closed on Fridays
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Come,

TRY OUR

WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY
12:00pm in Room #2
LED BY PASTOR SAM

FR

inancial
eport

September 30, 2022
Envelope Offering for September 2022 was $35,982.50
Envelope Offering monthly budget 2022 is $21,658.67 per month
Per Capita as of 09/30/2022

Budget
% of Per Capita

No Per Capita was collected
in the month of September.
Please pay your Per Capita;
it is $40.00 per member.

Summary
Total Per Capita 2022
$6,062
Collected as of 09/30/2022
$2,790

46%

As of September 1, 2022 the mortgage balance is $772,717.27

SERMONS
NOVEMBER

Humble Beginnings: The Rise of a King

A Series in 1 and 2 Samuel

During the fall months, we will follow David’s life in the Old Testament. David’s story is a story of
humble beginnings, and his story holds a central place in the imagination of the Old Testament. The
Bible scholar Walter Brueggemann has asserted, “More than any other person [in the Old Testament],
Israel is fascinated by David, deeply attracted to him, bewildered by him, occasionally embarrassed
by him, but never disowning him.” As we follow glimpses of David’s life, we will discover a person
“after God’s own heart” (1 Samuel 13:14). David got a lot of things wrong, to put it mildly, but he also
acted with humility and courage.

November 6th Pastor Sam

Like the Sun Rising

2 Samuel 23:1-7

November 13th Guest Preacher: Kristi Van Nostran, chaplain resident at Sharp Memorial
November 20th Guest Preacher: Rev. Dr. Sean Chow, Executive Director of San Diego Presbytery
November 27th First Sunday of Advent
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Mission Fair
Sunday, November 6th
Faith Family Center

With the arrival of November each year, we look forward to our annual Holiday Mission
Fair. We returned last year after a year’s absence due to COVID, and we are back again
this year.   Sunday, Nov 6, 2022, following our worship service, the Faith Family Center
will be open to officially begin the holiday season.   Crafts will be available from SERRV,
the organization we have used for many years and also from African Team Ministries,
who have provided us with lots of African crafts and jewelry the last 4 years or so. Also
we will have opportunities for you to talk with and donate to 6 local and international
mission programs, such as Heifer and MOM’s. This is not only a chance to start your
holiday shopping with some unique gifts, but it is a great way to help support artisans
across the world who have suffered greatly these last 2 years as well as our own mission
programs who are in continual need. Bring your shopping list and your coins and join us
on Nov. 6 at about 10:45 in the FFC.
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Resuming in January

The book study will resume in January with a new book!

Meet the new Executive Director of Presbytery
Rev. Dr. Sean M. Chow

Rev. Dr. Sean Chow’s most inner desire is to be a part of a God driven movement that impacts the
world for God’s glory. His aim is to prepare, equip, and sustain leaders to do the work in which
God calls them. Currently, he is the Associate for 1001 New Worshiping Communities for Training
and Leadership Cohorts for the Presbyterian Mission Agency. The focus of his work has been to
develop resources, workshops, and curriculum that empowers pastors and leaders to live faithfully into their communities. His role was to resource and consult with regional denomination
bodies, churches, and church plants as they launch new creative expressions of church. Sean has
served as a Commissioned Lay Pastor at First Presbyterian Church (Oxnard, CA) and Word of Life
Presbyterian Church (Port Hueneme, CA) prior to becoming a Minister of Word and Sacrament.
His first ordained call was in the West Jersey Presbytery where he served as the Associate Pastor
of Family Life at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church in Laurel Springs, NJ. It was there that he developed a New Worshiping Community called Refresh that actively engaged the community through
a series of house churches. He is a graduate of Azusa Pacific University (2005), Master of Divinity
from San Francisco Theological Seminary (2009) and a Doctor of Ministry at New York Theological Seminary (2022). Sean’s doctoral work was published by Cyclical Publishing. It is entitled “Rediscovering Vitality: A Handbook for Church Missioning and Visioning”. Through this he has become a frequent speaker to churches, committees, gatherings, and conferences. Sean has served
the denomination through several roles. On the Presbytery level for both West Jersey Presbytery
and Santa Barbara Presbytery he has served on the Committee on Ministry, Chair of the Designated General Presbyter Search Committee, New Church Development Committee, Presbytery
Council, Nominating Committee, and Commissioner for General Assembly. Nationally, Sean has
served on a variety of planning committees, workshop leader, reviewer for the Mission Development Resource Committee, and more. Currently, he is the Moderator of the Santa Barbara Presbytery. Sean and his wife Jennifer have been married twenty-six years. They have four children.
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ALL CHURCH

Christmas Dinner
THE ALL CHURCH
CHRISTMAS DINNER
IS BACK!!

DECEMBER 2nd, 2022 - SAVE THE DATE

Concert of Christmas Music

Celebrating the Birth of Christ

FEATURING
Faith Sanctuary Choir - Faith Handbell Ensemble - String Ensemble
Andy James, tenor - and carol singing by you
Director of Music Ministry/Organist - Joe Rodriguez

Sunday, December 18, 2022 - 7:00 p.m.

Faith Presbyterian Church

FREE WILL OFFERING - RECEPTION AFTER THE SERVICE
CHILD CARE AVAILABLE (CALL CHURCH IN ADVANCE 619-5828480)

Prayers and Squares is looking for people to
join our little group. We meet on the second
and fourth Mondays from 10:00 to 12:00. No
previous experience is necessary, but it helps
if you can sew a reasonably straight line. All
materials furnished. You will enjoy the feeling
of providing comfort for someone who needs
it. For further information contact Marilyn
Helkenn, Beverly Martyn, or Barbara Williams.
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The slate of nominees from the Nominating Committee.
The election will take place on Sunday, November 27th, 2022
at the congregational meeting.
Elder Class of 2025 Nominees:
Robert Goode
Joe Huffaker
Kathy Hays
Jill Gustafson
Deacon Class of 2024 Nominee (Filling last years unfilled slot):
Sue Razzaia
Deacon Class of 2025 Nominee:
Esther Codington
Peggy Van Sickle
Debbie Lenart
Rory Volkert
Nominating Committee 2023 Nominees:
Barbara Reisweber
Dora McCann
Judy Lafferty
Sharon Cameron
Memorial Committee Class of 2023 Nominee (replacing Kathy Hays):
Sharon Cameron
Memorial Committee Class of 2025 Nominees:
Kathie Baldwin
Ben Holman
Financial Reviewer Class of 2024 Nominee:
Greg Weir
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IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER
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October 27, 2022

Dear Faith family,
I want to begin by thanking you for your prayers and support for Faith Presbyterian Church this year.
Your passion, dedication, and care for one another inspire me. You have generously supported the life
and ministry of this church with your time, money, energy, and imagination. Thank you!
In recent weeks and months, we have shared heartfelt conversations concerning the present and
future of this church. Though the conversations have largely revolved around finances and property,
I have witnessed your passion for this church. Your care and commitment give me real hope for the
future.
This year, Stewardship Sunday will be held on November 27th. Between now and then, I invite you
to set aside time and to prayerfully reflect on your gifts and passions that God has given you. What you
are actually passionate about at this point in your life may be different than what you have “always
done” for the church. Keep an open heart to what the Spirit may be moving you to do.
On Stewardship Sunday and before, we will seek to discern ways that God is calling each of us to
share in the life and ministry of the church with who we are, what we have, and where we are.
For each of us, stewardship will look a little different. I have witnessed members of this church
give generous gifts of time and energy, cleaning and repairing the church campus. I have witnessed
members of this church give generous financial gifts in order to support the life and ministries of the
church. I have witnessed members of this church contribute to the beauty of this church’s worship and
education. We each give out of what we have.
In the New Testament, the apostle Paul put it this way, “Each of you must give as you have made
up your mind, not regretfully or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able
to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you
may share abundantly in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:7-8).
A pledge card is included with this letter. This enables the church to plan for the coming year. Please
plan to return your pledge card completed to the church on or before November 27th. Your financial
commitments make the ministries of this church possible.
Again, thank you!
May all the spiritual blessings be yours,
Sam
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WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 16TH, NOON TO 12:30PM
IN THE SANCTUARY

WOMEN OF FAITH RETREAT ADVANCE !!!
January 7th, 2023 from 9:30am-3:00pm
Faith Presbyterian Fellowship Hall
Reflections on Life & Faith
(for ‘things’ longed for and hope that invites)
listening for God’s direction in our lives and community
Registration has begun!!! (see Mary-Margaret after worship)

Advent is the time each year in which
we anticipate the birth of Jesus.
During an often busy and frenetic
season, it’s a way to slow down and
contemplate Christ’s presence in
our lives and in our world.
We’ll observe Advent as a community in many ways, including Advent wreath, using purple
as the liturgical color, the Christmas choir concert and worship services. Additionally,
many in the congregation also follow traditions in their homes, such as daily devotionals,
Advent calendars, and time daily apart from everything else in thought and prayer.
Advent starts on Sunday, November 27.
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Faith Presbyterian Church
5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego CA 92115

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Faith Presbyterian Church

5075 Campanile Drive
San Diego, CA 92115
(619) 582-8480
Email: office@fpsd.org
Website: www.faithchurchsandiego.org
Pastor: Rev. Sam Codington
Spiritual Director: Mary Elva Smith
Director of Music Ministry: Joe Rodriguez
Media Director: Stephen Dichiera
Preschool Director: Nancy McGeath
Custodian: Agustin Urueta
Sexton: Robin Craig
Office Administrator: Lou Castillo
Newsletter Editor: Joe Rodriguez

Send all submissions to
Joe Rodriguez, editor
jcr14@att.net

DEADLINE FOR
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MONTH
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